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 MAN OF THE YEAR... Former Governor Donald DiFrancesco was awarded
Man of the Year 2014 for his decades of public service to the State of New Jersey
and Scotch Plains by the Scotch Plains Republican Party at Shackamaxon
Country Club on September 17.  Pictured , from left to right, are: Scotch Plains
Councilman Llewellyn Jones, Scotch Plains Republican Party Chairman
Alexander Smith, Councilman Bo Vastine, Mr. DiFrancesco and Deputy Mayor
Mickey Marcus.  New Jersey Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) acted as Master of Ceremonies for the evening and the guest speaker
was David Webb, SiriusXM Radio host and Fox News contributor.

Work Begins on Hobart
Bridge In Summit

TRENTON – New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation (NJDOT) of-
ficials have announced overnight lane
closures in the eastbound direction
on heavily traveled Route 24 have
begun for priority repairs to the Hobart
Avenue Bridge connecting Summit
in Union County and Milburn in Essex
County.

The bridge, which goes over Route
24, was struck by a tractor trailer
carrying construction equipment on
August 26, damaging three beams.
NJDOT evaluation crews assessed
the structure and closed the Hobart
Avenue Bridge to ensure the safety of
motorists.

Overnight work with lane closures
will continue until the project is com-
pleted, which is expected to be within
the next two weeks. The overpass is
located about 1.5 miles east of Exit 7/
CR 649 and the Short Hills Mall.

The work will take place Sundays
through Thursdays from 8 p.m. until
5 a.m. the next morning, and Friday
and Saturday nights from 8 p.m. until
7 a.m. the next morning. The repair is
expected to be completed by early
October. At least one eastbound Route
24 lane will be maintained during the
overnight construction. The west-
bound lane will not be affected by the
work.

The following detours have been
in place for motorists wishing to cross
the Hobart Avenue Bridge:

Motorists traveling westbound on
Hobart Avenue are directed to Route
124 westbound/Morris Turnpike to
Summit Avenue, which is the next
bridge over Route 24, and then to
Route 124 eastbound/Morris Turn-
pike to Hobart Avenue.

Motorists traveling eastbound on

Hobart Avenue are directed to Route
124 eastbound to Route 24 eastbound
to Exit 9B to Morris Avenue/CR 527
to Route 124 westbound to Hobart
Avenue.

To ease congestion at the intersec-
tion of Summit Avenue and Route
124 westbound, NJDOT is making
signal improvements that will include
replacing the signal controller and
cabinet, as well as four signal heads.
A dedicated left turn arrow from Sum-
mit Avenue to Route 124 eastbound
will be added to help clear traffic on
the bridge more efficiently. These
improvements will be permanent.

The process to repair the damaged
beams under the bridge uses a spe-
cialized heat straightening technique.
This will allow NJDOT to make a
permanent repair more quickly than
a traditional repair that often includes
replacing beams, which is both more
costly and time consuming.

Portable variable message signs are
being utilized to provide advance
notification to the motoring public of
all traffic pattern changes associated
with the work.

The precise timing of the work is
subject to change due to weather or
other factors. Motorists are encour-
aged to check NJDOT’s traffic infor-
mation website www.511nj.org for
real-time travel information.

WF BOE Candidates’
Night on October 15
WESTFIELD — The Parent

Teacher Council (PTC) of the
Westfield Public Schools invites the
public to the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation Candidates Night on Wednes-
day, October 15, in the auditorium of
Westfield High School from 7:30 to 9
p.m. The six candidates seeking three
open seats on the Westfield Board of
Education, are: Michael Biele,
Noreen Coleman, Mark Friedman,
Christopher Langhart, Margaret
(Peggy) Oster, and David Sexton.
Evan Molloy and Anastasia Harrison
have dropped out of the race.

A moderator from the League of
Women Voters will present questions
from the audience as time permits.
Questions can be e-mailed in advance
to Lisa Wendel, PTC chairperson of
the event, at lkwendelptc@gmail.com.
The deadline for submission is Friday,
October 10.

The Westfield Board of Education
Candidates Night will be taped for
airing on WHS-TV36 through Novem-
ber 4, the day of the school election.

BUDGET OVERVIEW... A six-member delegation from the Social Security
Department of the Ministry of Finance for the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
visited Union County to obtain an overview of its budget process. Pictured, from
left to right, are:  PRC Social Security (SS) Senior Section  Member Wang Hui,
PRC SS Consultant Huang Yaodong, PRC SS Senior Section Member Wang
Min, Ms. Taylor, PRC SS Ministry Deputy Director General Song Qichao, Union
County Manager Al Faella (making presentation of gift to the delegation), SS
Director (PRC) Wang Wenjun, SS Senior Section  Member (PRC) Xiao Yi, and
Union County Public Relations Director Sebastian D’Elia.

The Laser Dental Group P.C.
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Peter Louie, D.M.D.

General  Dentistry

Dental implants have been known to exist for more than 2000 years according to
historians. Earliest known implants took the form of carved stones evolving to carved
ivory, casted metal and eventually into titanium placed in place of the extracted tooth,
drilled screwed or hammered into place.  Modern day dental implants were pioneered
by a Swedish professor Per-Ingvar Branemark in the early 1980’s, and are surgically
placed in the jaw. They are known as endosseous or root-form implants made of titanium.
Once placed, they become fused to the bone, and the implant fixture or fixtures can be
used to restore a tooth, several teeth or all the teeth by either, cementing, attaching by
screws, or having a detachable appliance that snaps into place. There are several
components and instruments needed in order to restore a dental implant fixture.

There is no denying the fact that implants are successful and last many years when
properly maintained by your dentist.  Because of their success, new implant companies
are sprouting up all over the world with new companies appearing on the horizon every
year! Just like in the auto industry, each company has different parts, sets of instruments
and tools in order to “work” on their product.  However, just like any other industry,
implant companies do fail and go out of business. So these “specials” that you see
advertised may not end up to be such a good bargain given the test of time.

So what makes a good implant system? A long track record is one criterion to use.
Another gauge is worldwide appeal and availability. Regional and smaller companies
have good clinical success also, but due to lack of acceptance, they may not survive,
and their components and instrumentation would become difficult or impossible to obtain
should problems arise. Successful implant companies can be found worldwide and
have other companies copying their design. This makes componentry and
instrumentation more readily available.

Patients that have artificial joints usually get a document that informs them the
manufacturer, lot and reference number to what have been placed. This valuable
information will allow another physician anywhere in the world to treat this patient should
a problem or defects arise.

Dental implant fixtures should be treated in the same manner. A document should be
provided to you by the treating dentist that specifies which company, type, size, reference,
and lot number of the dental implant placed. Granted that few problems occur with
dental implants, but should something occur, any dentist with the proper information
anywhere in the world would be able to obtain the necessary componentry and
instrumentation to treat you.

Be informed. Discuss with your dentist what system would be best for you. Obtain proper
documentation to what implant has been placed. Unlike an automobile, when it gets old
and breaks down, you cannot just go out and trade it in for a new one. Once an implant
fixture fuses to the bone, it would be difficult to remove and replace with a different
fixture. Being able to obtain the necessary parts and instruments to treat them is vital.

Not all dental implants are the same
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Scutari Unveils Marital Privilege
 Legislation  in Criminal Cases

TRENTON – State Senate Judi-
ciary Chairman Nicholas P. Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden) this week intro-
duced a bill to establish a crime-fraud
exception to the marital communica-
tions privilege.

“This evidentiary privilege was
intended to protect the privacy of
married couples and the sanctity
of marriage. But in practice, it can
shield those who have engaged in
unlawful acts from criminal pros-
ecution,” Senator Scutari said.
“This legislation recognizes the im-
portance of marital privacy, but
also ensures that individuals en-
gaged in illegal activity and who
potentially pose a serious risk to
the public are not able to escape
prosecution by taking advantage
of the process.”

The bill (S-2411) would imple-
ment a recommendation made by the
New Jersey Supreme Court in July to
create a crime-fraud exception to the
marital communications privilege.
The court made the recommendation
as part of a ruling, in State v. Terry,
that found text messages and phone
conversations between a husband and
wife obtained through a court-ap-
proved wiretap were protected under
the law.

The legislation would amend “The
Evidence Act of 1960,” establishing
that communications between
spouses in a criminal action or pro-

ceedings are not privileged if they
relate to an ongoing or future crime
or fraud in which the spouses or
partners were or are joint partici-
pants at the time of communication.
Currently, the communications can
only be used in certain circum-
stances, including when both
spouses consent to the disclosure,
when the communication is relevant
to an issue in action between them,
or involves a criminal action or pro-
ceeding in which either spouse con-
sents, among others.

“A number of states have already
taken steps to update their eviden-
tiary rules and it is clear that ours
need to be revisited,” Sen. Scutari
said. “This privilege was not intended
to immunize conversations between
spouses or partners who engage in
criminal activity together, yet we have
seen it used in this way. This strikes
an appropriate balance between pri-
vacy and the public’s interest in at-
taining justice.”

Senator Scutari introduced the bill
Monday. Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22nd, Scotch Plains) is
expected to introduce the companion
bill in the Assembly.

Guadagno Named Honorary Chair for
Women Legislators Conference

TRENTON – New Jersey Lt. Gov-
ernor Kim Guadagno has been
named honorary chairwoman of the
National Foundation for Women
Legislators (NFWL) Annual Con-
ference in Philadelphia scheduled
for Wednesday to Saturday, Novem-
ber 19 to 22.

NFWL is the nation’s oldest orga-
nization addressing the needs of
elected women at all levels of gov-
ernment. The annual conference at-
tracts elected women from across the
United States for educational policy
and leadership sessions.

“I am honored and excited to chair
the annual conference of such a distin-
guished and beneficial organization,”
Lt. Governor Guadagno said. “I served
for 19 years on the Monmouth Beach
Planning and Zoning Board and then
as an elected commissioner there, so I
have great respect for elected women
in any office.”

“We are so proud Lt. Governor
Guadagno has accepted our invita-

tion to chair our annual conference,”
stated New Jersey State Senator Diane
Allen (R-7th, Burlington), NFWL’s
chairwoman. “She will be an excel-
lent role model for elected women
who aspire to higher office, and will
play a key role in aiding women
legislators in achieving their goals.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Document Shredding
Program Saturday
At Westfield Pool

WESTFIELD – The next mobile
paper shredding program for personal
documents will be held this Saturday,
September 27, at the Westfield Me-
morial Pool, located at 713
Cumberland Street in Westfield.
Nexcut Shredding of Elizabeth will
shred documents at the site from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine. The
shredding will end before 1 p.m. if
the truck reaches capacity.

All Union County residents are
eligible to use the paper-shredding
service. There is a limit of four, 10-
pound bags or boxes per person.
Documents should not be bound and
plastic binders and paperclips should
be removed. Paper that is wet or damp
will not be accepted.

The next shredding event will take
place Saturday, November 1, at Union
County College in Cranford.

For more information, call the
Union County Recycling Hotline at
(908) 654-9889 or see www.ucnj.org.


