
Serving the community since 1959

SEVENTY FIVE CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 55th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 39-2014 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, September 25, 2014

 ©2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Congratulations 

to the  #1 Agent 

for August!
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Sharon.Steele@cbmoves.com

  Congrats! 
Sharon 
Steele

Cell: 908-447-3579

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READING IS  GOOD FOR YOU …The Fanwood Memorial Library held a book sale at Forest Road Park last week. Book
Sale Chairperson Thena Rosahl and Carol Campbell, president of the Friends of the Fanwood Memorial Library, helped
set up the books on Thursday afternoon.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING POWs/MIAs…The Rolling Thunder Ride For Freedom XIX,
sponsored by the Rolling Thunder Chapter 2 of Union County, took place on
Sunday from Warinanco Park in Roselle to the New Jersey Vietnam Veterans’
Memorial in Holmdel. The annual event is held to continue to push for the full
accounting of all U.S. POWs and MIAs.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY FUN…This youngster enjoys getting his face painted during the
Centennial Village Music Fest at Lincoln Avenue School in Cranford on Satur-
day afternoon. The  event was a fundraiser for Centennial Village Group, which
works to beautify and revitalize Cranford's Centennial Avenue business district.

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY FUN...The 25th Annual FestiFall in Westfield on Sunday brought
throngs of families who enjoyed rides, face painting, food and information about
schools and businesses. Presented by the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, the street fair’s festivities were not hampered by cloudy weather.

SP Planning Bd. OK’s
WF Ave. Subdivision

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The plan-
ning board, on Monday evening,
approved an application for a sub-
division of two lots on Westfield
Avenue to create three buildable
lots for single- family homes. The
meeting lasted 20 minutes since no
variances were needed. Unanimous
approval was granted in a lightning
round.

The applicants were Gary T. and
Gary M. Pupa. The property in ques-
tion is 2266 and 2260 Westfield
Avenue. The lots are in the R-3A
zone.

One of the proposed lots is 12,563
square feet while the other is 12,507
square feet, and the third lot is
12,454 square feet. The applicant
intends to build three two-story one-
family homes, each with a two-car
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Freeholders Consider New
Contract With Kemper
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — An evaluation team
organized by the Union County Im-
provement Authority (UCUA) has rec-
ommended that the Board of Chosen
Freeholders approve another five-year
contract with Illinois-based
KemperSports to run the county’s two
public golf courses, Galloping Hill in
Kenilworth and Ash Brook in Scotch
Plains.

Kemper was chosen over two other
companies that responded to the
county’s request for proposals, Billy
Casper Golf of Vienna,Va. and Integ-
rity Golf of Winter Garden, Fla. Integ-
rity had the lowest base management
fee of the three companies followed by
Kemper and Casper.

Dan Sullivan, UCIA executive di-
rector, said Integrity has no experience
in the New Jersey golf course business,
and that the evaluation team did not
want Union County to be a “guinea
pig.”

“We felt that (New Jersey experi-
ence) was a critical point in terms of
evaluating the three companies,” he
said.

Mr. Sullivan said the biggest change
over the previous Kemper contract is
that the food and beverage operation at
the Galloping Hill Golf Course ban-
quet facility will now be under the
control of a manager from Kemper.
Currently, the county has direct re-
sponsibility for food and beverage op-
erations including marketing, supplies,
staffing and the success of the catering
and restaurant operations. The banquet
facility includes a restaurant, The Red
Knot, and a catering facility.

Under the new agreement, “the
county is relieved of ongoing responsi-
bilities for the catering and restaurant
operations.”

Kemper’s proposal includes a base
management fee of $509,724, giving 7
percent of gross revenue from the pro
shop as well as 7 percent of the gross
food and beverage concession revenue
to the county while receiving an incen-
tive management fee paid by the county
of 15 percent. The fee, according to the
UCIA team’s report, would only apply
if revenues exceed the county approved
budget amount.

Integrity proposed a base manage-
ment fee of $349,980 and pro shop and
food and beverage concession revenue
percentages to the county of 7 and 10
percent, respectively, with an incentive
management fee of 10 percent. Casper’s
bid was $810,000, 8 percent for both
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No Resolution to Completion
Of Pavilion at Brookside Park
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Nearly three
months after work was shut down,
the question of when the new pavil-
ion at Brookside Park will be for-
mally open for public use remains up
in the air. At Tuesday’s township
council meeting, Township Manager
Jerry Giaimis said he did not know
when the structure will be usable.

The company that installed the
pavilion recently issued written cer-
tification to township Building In-
spector Robert LaCosta that the struc-
ture and its installation procedures
meet all township requirements. The

pavilion was purchased in the spring
and was expected to be installed in
time for the start of the summer camp
program on June 30. But several days
earlier, Mr. LaCosta issued a stop-
work order, saying that the recreation
commission should have first secured
approval for the pavilion from the
township planning board.

Mr. Giaimis said he did not know
the current status of communications
between Mr. LaCosta and the con-
tractor.

In other business, resident Michael
Brian of Winding Brook Way told the
council he had recently toured
Brookside Park with Recreation Di-

rector Ray Poerio so that Mr. Brian
could point out several areas of con-
cern, particularly the condition of the
pond at the park. Mr. Brian said that
when he asked Mr. Poerio why the
cleanup of the pond had not yet be-
gun, Mr. Poerio had blamed the delay
on the failure of the council to pass a
capital bond ordinance that included
funding for the cleanup.

The two council Democrats —
Mayor Kevin Glover and Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella, both of
whom voted against the bond ordi-
nance in May and again in July —
derided what they believed was Mr.
Poerio’s “political conversation” with
a resident, which they deemed to be
inappropriate. The mayor asked Mr.
Giaimis to speak to Mr. Poerio about
curtailing such conversations with
residents in the future.

Mr. Poerio, when reached for com-
ment by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, said that Mr. Brian, during
their 90-minute tour of the park, had
asked him why the pond was not
being cleaned up. “I told him that the
council didn’t pass a capital budget
and that we’re still trying to find
funds,” Mr. Poerio told The Times. “If
that’s political, then I said it.”

In other matters, Mr. Giaimis said
the annual leaf pickup will begin on
Monday, October 27, several weeks
earlier than in recent years. He also
said the township will experiment
this winter with a new brining system
to treat streets and roads in advance
of snowfalls. The newer — and less
expensive — method has been tried
in Tenafly, with great success, he
reported.

Councilman William Vastine noted
that Scotch Plains Day will be held
on Sunday, October 5, from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m., on Park Avenue between
Front Street and East Second Street.
There will be food vendors, rides and
other activities, a car show, live mu-
sic at Alan Augustine Park and a

Sparks Fly at Garwood Council
Over Athletic Field Complex

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The long-delayed
Athletic Field Complex (AFC) could
be completed in six weeks, Borough
Engineer Don Guarriello told the
borough council on Tuesday, but
Councilman Jim Mathieu wondered
if the unfinished facility could be a
liability issue with some children al-
ready playing on the grassy areas.

“We’re starting to see the light at
the end of the tunnel,” Mr. Guarriello
said during Tuesday’s workshop ses-
sion. “I would think we’re looking at
30 to 45 days. But don’t hold me to
that, because I don’t know if some-

thing else is going to pop up.”
Councilman Lou Petruzzelli, the

project’s liaison to the council, said
the contractor for the $3.2-million
project, Flanagan Construction, has
not given a tentative date for comple-
tion, adding that the final “punch
list” of minor items has not been
compiled.

The AFC originally was scheduled
to be finished by May 2013, and
several issues still remain.

Although many of the outdoor ar-
eas, such as the Little League base-
ball field and basketball court are
built, ponding on both remain. The
one main unfinished area is the club-
house, where Flanagan was awaiting
the arrival of two doors – one exterior
and one interior.

The interior door frame has been
installed, but not the door. That was
delayed by the arrival of an exterior
door, which should be delivered
within five to seven days, Mr.
Petruzzelli said.

Regardless, Mr. Mathieu said he
was alerted by residents that children
already were playing on the
complex’s fields, and asked if the
borough had taken the necessary
measures to secure the site. He wor-
ried that the facility had become an
“attractive nuisance” where the bor-
ough could be liable if someone un-
lawfully using it was injured.

Mr. Petruzelli and Mr. Guarriello
said the complex has fencing, locked
gates and signage warning that the
area is a construction zone, and Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud added
that the measures seemed adequate
other than “higher fencing.”

The issue sparked a terse exchange
between Mr. Mathieu and Council-
man Mike Martin, who asked his
fellow Republican for a recommen-
dation.

“So if we dig a moat, maybe that
would help? Where are you going
with this?” Mr. Martin asked. “Give
us an idea, give us a suggestion.”

Mr. Mathieu responded by saying
he was seeking a suggestion and
apologized for taking up Mr. Martin’s
time.

“You have a hard time showing up
on time as it is,” Mr. Mathieu said,
referring to Mr. Martin’s arrival as
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi was gaveling
the biweekly meeting to order.

While Mrs. Quattrocchi gaveled
the session back to order calling Mr.
Mathieu “out of line,” Chestnut Court
resident Tom Petis contradicted the
impression left by Messrs. Petruzzelli
and Guarriello, saying a week ago
Sunday he walked to the complex
and was able to walk onto the prop-
erty from Rankin Avenue along the
Cranford border with no restriction.
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NJSBA Rep. Details
Guidelines For WF BOE

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion held a workshop meeting on Tues-
day evening and heard guidelines for
members’ protocol.

The presentation was given by Gwen
Thornton, a field representative with
the New Jersey School Boards Asso-
ciation. Ms. Thornton talked about the
functions of board members and
stressed to them that they had no au-
thority unless they were sitting with the
board at a board meeting.

She said their responsibility was to
provide guidance with a shared vision
by the administration to accomplish
goals and further community relations.

She also said it was their function to
develop policy along with standard
operating procedures to provide a pro-
gram of quality instruction and cur-
riculum standards to support profes-
sional development training for staff
and requiring reports on the results of
student assessment.

Another responsibility, she said, is to
provide effective management in the
district by employing, and evaluating
and negotiating for good personnel for

the district.
Ms. Thornton said it is the responsi-

bility of board members to match goals
with budget development and report
financial information to the public.

It is the role of the board members to
match facilities with the demographics
and program needs in the district, she
said. Members must work with projects’
management to assure supervision of
staff and support personnel.

Ms. Thornton said it is important to
maintain a two-way communication
with the community through public
relations and an input/feedback cycle.
She said that interaction on the local,
county and state level are important.
She said that resources for the district
internal chain and external newsletters
should be used to build public engage-
ment.

She stressed that once a decision was
made by the board, each member, even
if he or she disagreed with it, has to
support that decision. It is not the func-
tion of a member to lobby the public to
promote his or her individual agenda,
she said.

She emphasized that members can-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


