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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of Jim Wilson
ACROSS THE POND...Janet and Jim Wilson of Westfield check out what’s new
and what’s very old as they take in the sights of the British Isles, including this stop
at Stonehenge in southwest England, while keeping current with their hometown
news in The Westfield Leader.

Courtesy of Ruth Maloney
FAMILY FUN… The Maloney girls take a break in the Madagascar rainforest
to catch up on  events at home in The Westfield Leader.

UP TO THE CHALLENGE...On September 15, Westfield Memorial Library
Director Phil Israel took the ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) Ice Bucket
Challenge in honor of the library’s late technical director, Lois Williams, who was
afflicted with this disease. Over a month ago, Mr. Israel challenged the library staff
to raise $300, and they readily accomplished the goal. Here, staffers Warren
Hoffman and Miryam Block are shown anointing the director with ice-cold water.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
VINTAGE BASEBALL … The Westfield Historical Society held a presentation
on vintage 19th-century baseball in the Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building on Thursday night.  Russ McIver, the featured speaker, and
Paul Salomone, captain of the Elizabeth Resolutes, along with members of the
Westfield Historical Society, are pictured above.

ministration and inspection services
for bunker, irrigation and drainage im-
provements at the Ash Brook course.

Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations for the county, said the im-
provements are expected to be com-
pleted next year as the county will need
to secure permits from the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP). He said the drainage work
will be done for the bunkers and four
holes on the course, which he said has
to close in heavy rain storms due to
flooding.

The board also approved a shared-
services agreement between the county,
the City of Rahway and the Rahway
Board of Education for use of Rahway
River Park.

Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation for the county, said the county
will provide artificial turf for the field,
resurface the track and add lights. The
county share of the project will be $2.6
million.

He said Rahway wants to use the
field as its new home for football and
boys and girls soccer. He said the next
step for the county is to hire an engineer
for the project.

Rahway Mayor Samson Steinman
said Veterans Field, where Rahway
High School teams play their home
games, floods regularly. He said
Rahway will pay for a loudspeaker
system, scoreboard, grandstands, press
box team pavilions and restroom facili-
ties as part of the project.

The freeholders also approved
change orders regarding the new inte-
rior stairwell to be built for the tower at
the Union County Courthouse.

Nicholas Netta, the architect hired
by the county, said his firm is in the
process of addressing fire code viola-
tions cited by the state dating back to
2000. He said the county originally
looked to construct an exterior stair-
well, but the $50-million cost was felt
to be too high so an interior stairwell
was proposed. The interior stairwell,
though, would result in loss of six
courtrooms, which triggered county
plans to construct a new family court
facility on Cherry Street, which is un-
der construction.

Mr. Netta said once the new facility
is completed, the tower in the county
courthouse will be cleared out so con-
struction can begin on the new stair-
well.

The contract to Netta Architects of
Mountainside represents an increase
of $1.9 million for a new contract of
$3.7 million. Also approved was a
$994,578 increase in the contract to
Mast Construction Services of Little
Falls to $1.9 million for construction
management services. A representa-
tive of the company said the reason for
the increase was a change in the scope
of services for the courthouse stairwell
project.

On another matter, Tina Renna, presi-
dent of the Union County Watchdog
Association, said Mr. Sullivan, execu-
tive director of the Union County Utili-
ties Authority (UCUA), has reimbursed
the authority for a $15,000 stipend that
he had taken over several months last
year to run the county’s improvement
authority, money that was not autho-
rized by the UCUA commissioners.
Thomas Brennan, UCUA deputy di-
rector, reimbursed the UCUA $6,000.

It was also announced that the clos-
ing date for the sale of Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital by the county to Cen-
ter Management Group of Flushing,
N.Y., has been moved to Friday, Octo-
ber 31.
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Union County Freeholders

true at all,” Health Officer Megan
Avallone said.

There were five or six homeowners
in the area who were told by the health
department to have their homes baited
for rats, Ms. Avallone said.

Ms. Avallone is blaming the snowy
winter for making it a bad year for rats,
and “not one problem.”

Residents have blamed an abandoned
home on Sailer Street and a garbage
dumpster at a business adjacent to a
residence.

Alex Lopez, of 209 Scherrer Street,
said, “I picked up six or seven dead rats
so far. I re-baited three times since
August 1. And they are coming again
for the fourth time….I am restructur-
ing the shed. I am redoing the back-
yard. I ripped everything out. The dog
is no longer allowed out back. I can
pick out five different houses in my
neighborhood with holes. This is defi-
nitely an infestation if I keep picking
them up.”

“I had to get a year (exterminator)
plan because they said it was out of
control,” Mr. Lopez said. He said he
knows seven or eight people who pur-
chased exterminator plans.

An owner of 225 Sailer, who did not
disclose his name, said the abandoned
home next to him had water in the
basement. “I personally had to clean up
garbage. I found dog skulls in the gar-
bage,” he said.

“It is investigated. It is under foreclo-
sure. I have been in contact with the
bank. They are trying to expedite the
foreclosure…. They told me to make
sure the property is inspected and
cleaned up. It is my understanding they
have been out there and they have

maintained the property… What we
were able to do was to get their atten-
tion and to maintain the property,”
Township Attorney Diane Dabulas said.

Mr. Lopez along with other residents
have complained about the cost of se-
curing a contract with an exterminator,
saying it can cost $200 or more.

Commissioner Hannen suggested the
township consider a cooperative exter-
minator agreement, whereby the town-
ship secures an exterminator that resi-
dents can use by paying into the agree-
ment. Garwood Councilwoman
Todisco suggested they reach out to all
eight communities that share the
Westfield Regional Health Department
services to secure a cooperative agree-
ment amongst all eight communities.

A tree expert, who had conducted
one of the tree health studies on the
Pepperidge Tree in Lincoln Park four
years ago, will investigate the
Pepperidge Tree again, gratis, Com-
missioner O’Connor said. This will be
another opinion to the report com-
pleted by Maser Consulting, of which
Township Engineer O’Brien is an em-
ployee.

Tina Helmstetter, a tree advisory
board member, said after reviewing the
recent report from Maser Consulting,
that she found its investigation was
solely visual, and did not conduct a
core and resistance test or a hazardous
tree report.

“We asked to have a second opinion
done because the tree did not sustain
damage from Irene, Sandy, or the ice
storm of October (2011). It did not lose
significant branches, branches bigger
than the size of my thumb,” Ms.
Helmstetter said.
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Cranford Agenda

obtain services from Bohler Engi-
neering to provide services in con-
nection with the township’s partici-
pation with the National Flood In-
surance Program Community Rat-
ing System, which is an incentive
program to provide floodplain man-
agement activities that exceed the
minimum NFIP requirements. As a
result, flood insurance premium rates
are discounted.

“Cranford has agreed to join forces
with Garwood to move forward the
Orchard Brook flood project. It is
important to have communication
because we are accepting Garwood’s
water. It is building up because we
don’t have the proper piping and
construction in place…. That will
impact 150 to 160 homes in that
area,” Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola said in his commissioner
report.

Brian McCarthy of Lawn Terrace,
a Democratic candidate for town-
ship committee, asked the commit-
tee if it has reconsidered its decision
to employ a part-time engineer in-
stead of a full-time engineer.

“The engineer is doing an excel-
lent job in getting all of the old
projects off the shelf…I don’t think
at this time we need to revisit it. We
are always evaluating everything we
do… At this point I am very happy
with the work that is being done,”
Commissioner D’Ambola said.

“This is the first year…we were
able to come up with a
comprehensive…effort on the pav-
ing. That is in large part with the
work of the engineer,” Commissioner
Adubato said.

The committee offered its condo-
lences to the family of Don Wallace,
a former Boy Scout Troop 80 sup-
porter, who passed away.

The committee passed, 4 to 1, a
resolution for hiring and promotion
policies within the fire department.

“It gives the opportunity …to
know what is expected…a clear
message what is needed to be hired,”
Commissioner Mary O’Connor said.

The briefing will be submitted
Monday for the Birchwood devel-
opment proposed by Cranford De-
velopment Associates, Township At-
torney Diane Dabulas said.

The Cranford Downtown Man-
agement Corporation had told the
committee it would like to install
fences along parking lots in the
downtown on North Union Avenue
and behind the stores there. During
the conference session, the commit-
tee said it was not in favor of the idea
and would prefer the budget be spent
on paver replacement and hedges
around the parking lots.

Local happenings also were men-
tioned. This weekend, St. Michael’s
Church will holds its annual Feast.
The Mayor’s Wellness Campaign
will be held Sunday, October 5, from
3 to 7 p.m., at Memorial Field. The
Hanson Park Conservancy Rubber
Ducky Race is Sunday, October 19.
The Cranford Farmers’ Market will
hold its final market for the season
today, September 25, from 2 to 7
p.m., in the municipal parking lot at
North Union and Springfield Av-
enues. The Cranford Jaycees will
hold a blood drive Saturday, Sep-
tember 27, at the Community Center
from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. “There is
a blood shortage,” Mayor Kalnins
said.

This Saturday, the township’s new
rain garden will be planted on the
corner of the municipal building at
Springfield and North Union Av-
enues.
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Cranford River Study

rior.
The interior door frame has been

installed, but not the door. That was
delayed by the arrival of an exterior
door, which should be delivered within
five to seven days, Mr. Petruzzelli said.

Regardless, Mr. Mathieu said he was
alerted by residents that children al-
ready were playing on the complex’s
fields, and asked if the borough had
taken the necessary measures to secure
the site. He worried that the facility had
become an “attractive nuisance” where
the borough could be liable if some-
one unlawfully using it was injured.

Mr. Petruzzelli and Mr. Guarriello
said the complex has fencing, locked
gates and signage warning that the
area is a construction zone, and Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud added
that the measures seemed adequate
other than “higher fencing.”

The issue sparked a terse exchange
between Mr. Mathieu and Council-
man Mike Martin, who asked his
fellow Republican for a recommen-
dation.

“So if we dig a moat, maybe that
would help? Where are you going
with this?” Mr. Martin asked. “Give
us an idea, give us a suggestion.”

Mr. Mathieu responded by saying
he was seeking a suggestion and apolo-
gized for taking up Mr. Martin’s time.

“You have a hard time showing up
on time as it is,” Mr. Mathieu said,
referring to Mr. Martin’s arrival as
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi was gaveling
the biweekly meeting to order.

While Mrs. Quattrocchi gaveled the
session back to order, calling Mr.
Mathieu “out of line,” Chestnut Court
resident Tom Petis contradicted the
impression left by Mr. Petruzzelli and
Mr. Guarriello, saying a week ago
Sunday he walked to the complex and
was able to walk onto the property
from Rankin Avenue along the Cran-
ford border with no restriction.

“I walked around by the basketball
courts and that whole street that bor-
ders Cranford, there is no fence,” he
said. “There is no sign. I walked right
into the property, walked around the
trails, saw the liquor bottles on the
trails, which upset me, sat on the
bleachers, watched the girls playing
near the building.”

In other matters, Mrs. Quattrocchi
said the borough had deactivated its
Facebook page after it was used to
send an invitation to some to a politi-
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Garwood Council
cal fund-raising event.

Although Mayor Quattrocchi did
not specify, the fund-raising event
was for “A Day At The Races” at
Monmouth Park this Saturday, Sep-
tember 27, for the Garwood Demo-
cratic Party.

Reading from a short statement,
the mayor said she had spoken to the
borough clerk, Christina Ariemma,
“who operates the Facebook page,”
and Mr. Renaud.

Mr. Renaud, she said, has recom-
mended the borough not have a
Facebook page since the council has
not adopted a policy regarding its
operation and because it can be used
to post inappropriate content.

Further, she said, the matter “ap-
parently” was referred to the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office and the
Board of Elections.

“If they undertake an investiga-
tion, the borough of course will fully
cooperate,” Mayor Quattrocchi said,
without elaborating on if any internal
action was pending.

The council also heard from Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco, who reported
that Cranford apparently was experi-
encing a more severe rat problem than
Garwood. One member of Cranford’s
health department suggested a service
agreement with an exterminator ar-
ranged by the borough so residents
could pay a reduced fee to eradicate
the rodents, and Ms. Todisco offered
to bring the idea to all eight towns
served by the Westfield Regional
Health Department.

Mr. Martin reported that the police
department had acquired two additional
pieces of military surplus equipment
through the Law Enforcement Support
Office (LESO): a $13,000 trailer-
mounted water pump capable of pump-
ing 350 gallons a minute and a 2.5-ton
truck outfitted with an office that can be
used as a mobile command post, val-
ued at over $100,000.

Earlier this summer, the police de-
partment acquired two diesel-powered
Humvees. Like the pump and truck,
those were free of charge and intended
for emergency situations such as floods
and snowstorms.

Moreover, Mr. Martin said that as
part of a state-mandated Uniform Crime
Reporting seminar, it was learned that
the borough experienced a 3.7-percent
decrease in overall crime statistics for
the first six months of this year.

She suggested the board write a policy
about discussing board decisions with
the public. “Everyone should have a
clear understanding of the proper proto-
col. Policy is challenging, but it does
provide a framework for operating,”
she said.

During the session members had
some questions, which Ms. Thornton
answered. She was direct about the
proper protocol, saying there were
no “grey areas.”

In a short business meeting before
the workshop, the board approved a
contract to enter into a lend lease
agreement with Winner Ford for two
trucks, one an SUV and the other a
pick-up truck with a snow plow op-
tion at the cost of $61,917. The leaser
is a state-approved vendor for boards
of education.

The next regular meeting of the
board will be on Tuesday, October 7,
at 7:30 p.m., at the administration
building, located at 302 Elm Street.
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