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By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation on Tuesday approved an
expenditure of $372,794 from
its capital reserve fund to pay for
repairs to Washington School on
East Street, a project that should
be completed by the end of the
month.

School district Business Admin-
istrator Eric Larson explained the
figure included a $289,900 con-
tract to Fuscon Enterprises of
Westfield for the reconstruction,
with much of the remainder to
RGH Development of Maplewood
for demolition requirements. The
largest amount was $34,000 for
asbestos removal.

The need for the repairs devel-
oped when a ceiling in one class-
room fell in the early morning

hours in May. Although the school
was taken “offline” in 2010-2011,
it has been used by the Garwood
Family Center YMCA for the past
two years.

Although the ceiling fell in only
one classroom, an inspection re-
vealed similar structural issues
elsewhere, causing the borough
to condemn the building and ne-
cessitating the repairs in a hall-
way and four classrooms, Mr.
Larson said.

The fallen ceiling forced the
YMCA to use Lincoln School dur-
ing the summer. That arrange-
ment has continued with the be-
ginning of the school year Sep-
tember 4, with the YMCA using
three classrooms, which has
caused disruption to the school’s
art and music programs.

Art classes have been moved Cranford Bd. Denies Three-
Story Mixed-Use Bldg.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Planning Board denied, 8-0, last
Wednesday Emanuel Nimrud’s
application to permit construc-
tion of a new multi-use building
and parking lot at 496 Centen-
nial Avenue, Block 594, Lot 8, in
the B-3 Zone. Mr. Nimrud was
looking to redevelop the site that
once housed Arnold’s Pest Con-
trol and two apartments that were
destroyed by a fire.

Mr. Nimrud sought the follow-
ing variances and design waiv-
ers: to exceed the maximum al-
lowable height and stories, less
than the minimum required park-
ing spaces; less than the mini-
mum required front yard set-
back, and no loading zone pro-
vided. He presented plans for a
three story building, 35 feet high,

with retail on the ground level
and two floors containing six
apartments. The zoning law al-
lows a maximum of two stories
and 35 feet.

“I agree with my colleagues
here… Your planner provided
some interesting points for us to
consider. I disagree with the need
for housing that he mentions.
We are addressing that need with
developments we have approved
on South Avenue,” Planning
Board Chair Lynda Feder said.

Planner for the applicant, Roger
DeNiscia, testified last Wednes-
day that the applicant was pro-
viding barrier–free apartments
that would allow for persons with
handicaps or disabilities to live
there. “Rental units such as this
are in short supply,” he said.

“I do think some comments do

to a different classroom while
music instruction has been relo-
cated “here, there and every-
where,” School Superintendent
Teresa Quigley said.

The expenditure will reduce the
district’s capital fund to approxi-
mately $12,000, although Mr.
Larson said he expected that to
be replenished by approximately
$80,000 of surplus from the pre-
vious year when the budget is
reconciled.

Additionally, Mr. Larson said
the board should expect about
$30,000 from an insurance claim.

Other action taken by the board
included the approval of the
district’s goals for the recently
commenced school year. Ms.
Quigley’s recommendations in-
cluded tracking the 2017 class
through eighth grade for indi-
vidual achievement in language
arts literacy (LAL), upgrading
technology and staff professional
development, improving special-
education test scores and im-
proving communication with the
Clark School District, where
Arthur L. Johnson High School
includes Garwood students.

Ms. Quigley also disclosed her
proposed merit goals for the dis-
trict, which are more specific and
can earn the superintendent a
$9,000 bonus should they be
met, Board President Christine
Guerriero said.

The goals must be approved by
Union County officials before they
can be adopted by the district,
Ms. Quigley said.

Two of the goals were technol-
ogy related: the establishment
of “parent portals” so that par-
ents would be able to log on to a
secure website to review their
children’s grades on a day-by-
day basis as opposed to quar-
terly via a report card, and teacher

Garwood BOE OK’s $372,794
Repair for Washington School

GOP MEETING...Pictured, left to right, Salvatore Piarulli, candidate for
Garwood mayor; Patrick Cassio, candidate for Rahway mayor; State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. and GOP candidate for Union County sheriff,  Michael Ince, met
last Saturday in Garwood.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DENIED…The Cranford Planning Board denied, by an 8-to-0 vote, the applica-
tion for a mixed-use three-story building at 496 Centennial Avenue at last
Wednesday night’s board meeting.
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