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that,” Coach Ewing said.
The Lady Cougars prevented

further Raider scoring until seven
minutes into the second half when
Baliatico sprinted down the right-
center of the field and buried the
third goal. With a controlled 3-0
lead, Coach Ewing was afforded
the luxury of allowing most of his

subs longer playing time.
“We played most of our bench

and a lot of the subs got to come
in,” Baliatico said.

In fact, Diggs got the opportu-
nity to be on the field for several
minutes with her younger sister
Taylor.

“That’s my sister. I’m really
proud of her for making this team.
She worked hard. It shows when
she comes on the field and does
her best,” Diggs said.

The Raiders’ fourth goal began
with a high bouncing free kick
from the right sideline area off
the foot of sophomore Christina
Rodgers with 16 minutes remain-
ing. Cougar keeper Dana Acocella
jumped up in an effort to grab
the bouncer, but Raider Sophie
Brause saw to it that the ball was
destined to ripple the net.

Ten minutes later, goal No. 5
came when Checchio scored off a
corner kick from teammate
Alyssa DiFrancesco.

“I told the girls it was a good
team win. Cranford is a good
team. We got a couple of breaks
on some misplays on their de-

fense. They are a good team.
They knocked the ball around
very well,” Coach Ewing said.

“I think that we played well and
I think that we showed a lot of
naysayers that we are a force to
be reckoned with. And I think
part of that is how hard we work
in practice and how well we play Probitas Verus Honos

left corner.
“Tori got out wide and then

gave me a great ball into the
middle, and I took a touch, saw
where the keeper was and hit it
in the corner,” Diggs said.

“We have a number of kids,
who can play up top, and they
are very fast. It’s good to have

with each other on the field. There
was a lot of talking and move-
ment today, and that was great,”
Diggs said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 3 5
Cranford 0 0 0


