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500 NORTH AVE. E, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 

A Fun-filled Art Workshop Experience

www.artlabforkids.com
908-654-5663 Call for info & brochure

•   Studio Art classes - Children, 
pre-K, teens and adults

• Drawing • Painting • Sculpture
• Collage • Cartooning and more
• Great kid’s art parties
•  Highschool Portfolio classes

Wednesday Morning
Melodies at the NJWA

WEEKLY MUSIC…The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Wednes-
day Morning Strings, directed by Dr. Ted Schlosberg meets weekly from Septem-
ber to June at the NJWA Studios.

WESTFIELD – Experienced adult
musicians who have been seeking
an outlet for their musical talents
can do so by joining the Wednesday
Morning Strings ensemble at the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA).

“This ensemble will provide the
participants a wonderful opportu-
nity to get together, make new
friends, revitalize their musical in-
terests and share their performing
talents, while continuing to develop
performing techniques,” commented
Dr. Ted Schlosberg, NJWA Founder
and Executive Director and director
of this string ensemble.

Ensemble members who play the

violin, viola, cello and string bass
perform a repertoire that includes
classical, Broadway, jazz, country,
folk and contemporary music. They
often appear at local venues and
community events.

The musical group meets from
10:15 to 11:45 a.m., from Septem-
ber until June, at the NJWA studios
at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Musicians may bring their
own instruments or rent one from
the studio.

To join Wednesday Morning
Strings, call Dr. Schlosberg at (908)
789-9696, extension 17, visit the
NJWA studios or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Curious George Kicks Off
Sensory Friendly Series

UNION COUNTY – Union
County’s 2014-2015 Sensory
Friendly Theatre series kicks off on
Sunday, September 21, at 2 p.m. with
Curious George. This new musical,
based on the books by Margaret and
H.A. Rey, will be performed at the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Rahway. All tickets are $8 per
person and can be purchased through
the Union County Performing Arts
Center at ucpac.org or by calling the
Box Office at (732) 499-8226.

In this delightful new musical,
George ends up on a mission to help
Chef Pisghetti’s meatballs win a
world-famous competition. With ev-
ery swing and flip, George takes the
audience on a fun-filled adventure in
which he learns more about
Rome…and meatballs…and the “se-
cret ingredient” to cooking, than he’d
ever imagined!

Bring your family to join the in-
quisitive, lovable little monkey Curi-
ous George, star of books, movies
and the award winning PBS televi-
sion show, in this delightful new
musical at the Union County PAC on
Sunday, September 21.

The Sensory Friendly Theatre se-
ries, presented by the Freeholder
Board, began in 2012 as an initiative
of Freeholder Alexander Mirabella.
It is designed according to guidelines
that help reduce disturbances for in-
dividuals who experience heightened
sensory sensitivity.

Implementing the supportive at-
mosphere is the organization Autism
Friendly Spaces, which provides spe-
cialists to train staff and volunteers
on working with children with au-
tism and other special needs during
Sensory Friendly Theatre perfor-
mances, while providing comfort and
help to families.

The Sensory Friendly Theatre se-
ries is paid for by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders,
through the Kids Recreation Trust
Fund. The performance of Curious
George is made possible in part by
funding from the NJ Department of
Community Affairs through a Recre-
ational Opportunities for Individuals
with Disabilities Grant.

The next performance in the Sen-
sory Friendly Theatre series is the
winter adventures of Frosty on No-
vember 23.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets call the Union County
Performing Arts Center, (732) 499-
8226 or visit ucpac.org. The UCPAC
Box Office, located at 1601 Irving
Street, Rahway, is open Tuesday
through Friday from 11 a.m. until 5
p.m. and is also open late on Thurs-
days until 8 p.m.

For information on additional
Union County recreational programs
for people with disabilities age five
and up, call the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Recreation at
(908) 527-4806 or visit ucnj.org.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Cantinflas”
Rags to Riches, Mexican Style

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 It is to Óscar Jaenada’s notable
credit that his impersonation/depic-
tion of Cantinflas completely con-
vinces us that he was indeed Mexico’s
most famous and beloved comic film
star, even if, unfortunately, much of
the humor will be lost on English-
speaking audiences. We take the
story’s word for it that he was very
funny, and recognize the characteris-
tic angst he shares with our own
Pagliaccis. But too little of the icon’s
pun-filled patter translates. Other-
wise, director Sebastian del Amo’s
traditionally assembledbiography is
convivially entertaining and educa-
tive.

 Alternating between English with
Spanish subtitles and vice versa, the
saga begins with the lanky young lad,
born to poverty in Mexico City, circa
1911, trying his hand at boxing…a
short-lived episode that leads him to
a menial helper’s job in a tent show.
There, where he meets the Russian
émigré dancer, Valentina (Ilse Salas),
with whom he will share his life, he
finds his true calling. The film then
details the familiar showbiz road that
leads the quick-witted comedian to a
storied career that becomes a major
cornerstone of the emerging Mexi-
can film industry.

 Taking the tack that it is
Cantinflas’s destiny to star in “Around
the World in Eighty Days” (1956),
the filmmaker intersperses the title
character’s tale with Mike Todd’s
Hollywood travail to get said movie
produced, ultimately dovetailing the
two fates. Along the way, Mr. del
Amo, who wrote the screenplay with
Edui Tijerina, peppers the landscape
both north and south of the border
with history, gossip, movie stars and
the moguls who try to make or break
them. We get the customary glimpse
into motion picture politics.

Michael Imperioli does an OK job
as Todd, the successful Broadway
producer determined to prove he can
also grab the brass ring in Tinseltown.
Since he is recruiting every celeb-
rity he can to cameo in his planned
spectacular, or at least attend the
red carpet premiere, we even get a
peek at Elizabeth Taylor, purple eyes
and all. With all due respect to
Bárbara Mori, a pretty woman in
her own right, the brief portrayal
reaffirms how truly beautiful the
real Liz was. We also meet the
thespic reincarnation of no less than
Charlie Chaplin, and a handful of
others.

Point of disclosure: Lest I be ex-
posed as a charlatan, feigning
anerudite familiarity with the per-
sonality in question, it is only to the
movie’s credit that I might now
have a working knowledge of
Cantinflas. I recommend it for that
purpose, especially if you agree that
most Americans know too little of the
history and culture that resides above
and below us. Heretofore I relied solely
on the say-so of Mario Cabrera, a
Guatemalan exchange student at Olde
Ivy Film Criticism College and a wit
in his own right, who occasionally
regaled me of Cantinflas’s genius.

 Pity is, Mario old pal if you’re out
there, to grasp the satiric nuances of
your comic idol, one needs a lot more
experience with the Latin tongue than
being able to order from a Spanish
menu …there even a shortcoming, I
must admit, that has considerably
limited my gustatory experience.
Compounding the frustration, an edu-
cation deficient in Mexico’s stormy
past leaves me unprepared to appre-
ciate the ins and outs of Cantinflas’s

influence thereof. Too bad you
couldn’t see it with me, Mario. I
would have enjoyed the maxim-filled
lesson it would have engendered.

That said, apart from the era-evok-
ing atmosphere courtesy of some
decent art direction, “Cantinflas”
breaks no new ground in relating its
streets to stardom yarn, replete with
the typical backlash and marital prob-
lems that inevitably must attend
whenever a star is born. Still, Mr.
Jaenada’s representation is so per-
sonable that, for a moment, we think
perhaps his trip from rags to riches
might circumvent the Sirens of fame
and their jading charms.

Equally remarkable, thanks to the
makeup folks and an eerie resem-
blance that doubtlessly played no small
part in winning him the role, Jaenada,
who portrayed The Spaniard in “Pi-
rates of the Caribbean: On Stranger
Tides” (2011), is a dead ringer for
Cantinflas (née Mario Moreno). But
supporting performances take a
backseat to the strong lead, often to a
fault. Playing his wife, attractive Ilse
Salas is only as credible as the stereo-
type allows.

Likewise, while Michael Imperioli’s
Mike Todd does what the script asks,
some more demanding and informa-
tively written lines for this also very
charismatic personality would have
given the film the oomph it needed to
make it a fuller experience.

Granted, director de Amo’s studi-
ous and competent homage relates a
long overdue chapter in movie lore.
It’s just too bad he couldn’t inter-
twine a humorously contemporary
narrative to augment the laughs while
still conveying the comedy and inno-
vation that has come to be synony-
mous with “Cantinflas.” And there,
to borrow the subject’s pet phrase, is
the rub.

…
 “Cantinflas,” rated PG, is a

Pantelion Films release directed by
Sebastian del Amo and stars Óscar
Jaenada, Michael Imperioli and Ilse
Salas. Running time: 102 minutes

Street Corner
Symphony to

Perform at Enlow Hall
UNION - Gene and Shelley Enlow

Recital Hall will present Street Cor-
ner Symphony on Sunday, October
5, at 3 p.m. Street Corner Symphony,
an a cappella group based out of
Nashville, Tennessee, gained inter-
national recognition on the NBC com-
petition show “The Sing-Off.”

Since their success on “The Sing-
Off,” Street Corner Symphony has
made their mark on the music world,
recording albums and touring with
Ben Folds. Their repertoire covers a
wide range, from gospel and barber-
shop to rock and pop, delighting au-
diences of all ages.

The six performing members of
the group include three brothers: Jer-
emy, Jonathan and Richie Lister,
along with Adam Chance, Mark
McLemore and Kurt Zimmerman.
Four of the six are the sons of minis-
ters, which contributes to their natu-
ral ears for harmony as well as their
playful sense of mischief, and all six
of them have expertise in a wide
variety of styles.

Tickets to Street Corner Symphony
in Enlow Hall are $25 – $35 and can
be purchased by calling Kean Stage
Box Office at 908.737.SHOW (7469),
online at EnlowHall.kean.edu or in
person at Kean University’s Wilkins
Theater Box Office (1000 Morris
Avenue in Union, N.J.).

Musicians Invited to
Open House at NJIO

NEW PROVIDENCE – In the
wake of an extraordinarily success-
ful year for the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO),
the orchestra has introduced a sec-
ond section of its Prelude Ensemble
for beginning string players. The
ensemble meets on Thursdays from
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. or 6 – 7 p.m., at the
New Jersey Youth Symphony Mu-
sic Center located at 570 Central
Avenue, New Providence.

The Prelude Ensemble, led by
Margaret Zufall opportunity for new
string players to play in a group of
similarly skilled musicians in a sup-
portive environment, while learn-
ing beginning repertoire and how
to play within an ensemble. The
group includes musicians of all
ages, from young students to se-
niors.

Interested players are encouraged
to register to attend a free open
rehearsal today, Thursday, Septem-
ber 18. Just bring your instrument
and play. To register, please email
Mary Beth Sweet at
mbsweet@njio.org or call (908)
603-7691.

In pursuit of its mission to pro-
vide training and high quality per-
formance opportunities, the New
Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra
offers a full season of performances
for two full orchestras and a begin-
ner string ensemble in addition to
year-round programming. With its
warm, family-like atmosphere, our
non-competitive experience caters
to musicians of all abilities and all
ages. Membership has ranged in age
from 5 to 85. Members learn side-
by-side with experienced players and
professional musicians who mentor
their fellow performers – not just
occasionally during sectionals, but
each week. In our continuing com-
mitment to training, we offer peda-

gogical sectional and orchestral edu-
cation.

In 2013 NJIO was named a final-
ist for the Eisner Award for
Intergenerational Excellence for the
quality of its intergenerational pro-
gramming and collaborations. Last
season’s collaborations resulted in a
triumphant standing-room only per-
formance on the Millennium Stage
of the Kennedy Center in Washing-
ton, D.C, three tour-de-force perfor-
mances of Les Misérables in a con-
cert version with a chorus of over
100 students, a children’s concert
highlighted by WQXR’s Elliott
Forrest’s narrating “The Carnival of
the Animals,” Haydn’s masterwork
“The Seasons” performed with an
intergenerational opera chorus at the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter and two concerts featuring local
rising stars, winners of the NJIO
Young Artist Concerto Competition.

MUSIC FOR ALL AGES…Musicians of all ages play side-by-side at New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra. The ensemble meets on Thursdays from 4:30 -5:30
pm or 6 – 7 p.m., at the New Jersey Youth Symphony Music Center located at 570
Central Avenue, New Providence. To register, contact Mary Beth Sweet at
mbsweet@njio.org or call (908) 603-7691.

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe

Eva Lesko Natiello
Visits Town Book Store

WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store will host a Meet and Greet for
Westfield resident Eva Lesko
Natiello, author of the much talked
about book, “The Memory Box” on
Saturday, September 20, from 2 – 4
p.m.

What would you do if you
searched your own past and uncov-
ered something shocking? In this
gripping psychological thriller,
Caroline Thompson, devoted
mother of two, Googles herself and
unwittingly stumbles upon devas-
tating information. She is hurled
into a state of paranoia as the life
she has carefully crafted for herself
begins to disintegrate.

Caroline becomes desperate to
prove these allegations false before
someone discovers they are true.

Eva Lesko Natiello is an award
winning author who lives in
Westfield with her husband and two
children. Getting a lot of buzz, “The
Memory Box” is her debut novel.
She is currently at work on her next
novel.

Meet Eva Lesko Natiello at The
Town Book Store located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer Streets).
If you are unable to attend this event,
feel free to call The Town Book
Store at (908) 233-3535 to reserve a
copy of “The Memory Box.”

Kean Department of Theatre
Announces 2014-2015 Season

UNION – Kean University’s De-
partment of Theatre will present a
classic comedy of manners, the win-
ner of the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for
Drama, a family-friendly musical
about a boy who famously refuses to
grow up, and a play for young audi-
ences based on the playwright’s in-
terviews with real-life middle school
students as part of its much-antici-
pated 2014-2015 season.

The 2014-2015 season, which in-
cludes Oscar Wilde’s The Importance
of Being Earnest, Lynn Nottage’s
Ruined, a musical version of James
M. Barrie’s Peter Pan, and Dennis
Foon’s Kindness have been selected.

The season opens with Oscar
Wilde’s much-loved The Importance
of Being Earnest (October 17 – 25),
directed by faculty member E. Teresa
Choate, in Kean’s Zella Fry Theatre.

The Department of Theatre will
follow Mr. Wilde’s delightfully airy
confection with Ruined (November
14 – 22), Lynn Nottage’s harrowing
play about sexual violence in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, di-
rected by faculty member Ernest
Wiggins in the Zella Fry Theatre.

The Department will kick off its
spring semester with the high-flying
Broadway musical Peter Pan (Febru-
ary 20 – 28, 2015) in Wilkins The-
atre. Based on the play by Sir James
M. Barrie, Peter Pan features lyrics
by Carolyn Leigh and music by Mor-

ris “Moose” Charlap (with additional
lyrics by Betty Comden and Adolph
Green, and additional music by Jule
Styne), and will be directed by Holly
Logue with choreography by Michele
Mossay.

The 2014-2015 season concludes
with Dennis Foon’s Kindness (April
1 – 8, 2015), which will play Kean’s
Zella Fry Theatre before embarking
on a tour of area schools and commu-
nity groups. Directed by Kean The-
atre and Education major Becca
Dagnall and recommended for grades
1 – 6, this remarkable play is based
on the playwright’s real interviews
with Canadian middle school stu-
dents, and uncovers the compassion
and empathy that students express to
each other in the face of adversities.
Without ignoring the problems and
tough decisions young people face,
Kindness invites its audience to see
themselves onstage, and guides them
toward coping skills. Performances
begin April 1, with touring dates avail-
able.

Standard tickets to all Department
of Theatre performances are $15, with
$12 tickets available for Kean fac-
ulty, staff, and alumni, and $10 tick-
ets available for students. To pur-
chase tickets or request a season bro-
chure, call the Kean Stage box office
at (908) 737-SHOW (7469), email
ticket@kean.edu, or visit
www.keanstage.com/.

SEASON KICK-OFF...Kean University’s Department of Theatre will present a
classic comedy of manners, the winner of the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, a
family-friendly musical about a boy who famously refuses to grow up, and a play
for young audiences based on the playwright’s interviews with real-life middle
school students as part of its much-anticipated 2014-2015 season.

NJWA Rock Performance Workshop
Anticipates Exciting Season

WESTFIELD — September her-
alds a new beginning for the mem-
bers of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA) Rock Perfor-
mance Workshop (RPW), who are
presently starting their new session
of rehearsals.

 They rehearse on Saturday eve-
nings at the NJWA studios at 6 and
7:30 p.m. If there is sufficient inter-
est, a third group will be added on
Friday nights.

Teens who wish to join the RPW
should have several years of playing
experience on guitar, bass guitar,
drums, piano, saxophone and trum-
pet. Vocalists are also welcome to
join these groups who wish to per-
fect their musicals skills and rock
out with their peers.

Younger or more inexperienced
musicians who may be interested in
joining an Intro to Rock Performance
class, should call NJWA for specific
information.

The RPW groups have appeared
at Crossroads in Garwood, at Jay’s
Cycle Center in Westfield, where

they did a benefit performance for
Furniture Assist in Westfield and at
the Westfield Spring Fling.

The workshop will be directed by
guitarist Glen Brown and percus-
sionist John Bryan. Mr. Brown has
taught and performed profession-
ally and has been involved in vari-
ous recording projects. His experi-
ence in composition and perfor-
mance spans many genres, but he
finds a focus in modern and pop.

Bryan is an accomplished percus-
sionist in the music field and is well
known in the New York, New Jersey
and West Coast club scene, where he
has performed at many popular ven-
ues such as the Bitter End, China
Club, Village Gate, Ritz, CBGB,
Webster Hall, the Bottom Line and
the Stone Pony.

To join the Rock Performance
Workshop, call (908) 789-9696 or
visit the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street, Westfield. For
information on this or any other pro-
gram of the NJWA, log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.


