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Montgomery Cougars Scorch Blue Devils, 30-19
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

27 yards.
After one running attempt and two

failed passes, the Cougars set up to
punt, but Kyle Dombrowski blocked
it and gave the Blue Devils posses-
sion at the Montgomery 19. Three
plays later, with 9:49 on the clock,
Malacrea hit Elliott over the right
center for the touchdown. Mike
Moriarty’s point after attempt was
good.

The Cougars went three-and-out
on their next series, thanks to a seven-
yard sack inflicted by linebacker Luke
Prybylski, and Westfield took over
on their own 43. Twelve plays later,
with 3:12 left in the quarter, Curry
scooted in from the 10. The missed
PAT attempt kept the score at 13-0.

The Cougars finally struck pay dirt
on their fourth possession with a nine
play, 73-yard drive ending in running
back Trevor Schmidt’s three-yard
touchdown bash. Their next series
took only one play when Chugunov
spotted Young dashing down the
middle and hooked up for the 72-
yard touchdown to put the Cougars
up, 14-13, with 5:07 left in the first
half.

As the first half neared its end, The
Blue Devils moved from their own 26

to the Cougar 44 where Curry found
a hole and headed toward the goal
only to fumble at the 11 yard line.

Momentum appeared to shift dras-
tically when Blue Devil Matt
Catanzaro received the opening kick-
off of the second half at the 13, shot
up the middle then slanted toward the
right sideline and cruised to the end
zone for an 87-yard touchdown. Af-
ter the PAT snap was bobbled, the
Blue Devils led 19-14 with 11:45 on
the clock.

“When I was sitting in the locker
room, I was thinking we needed to
come out, get the momentum and get
us back on our feet. The kid kicked it
to me. I had great blocking from our
return group. I saw a hole, got through
the hole, pulled a little move, got to
the sideline and hit the jets,” Catanzaro
described. “Ish[mael] Galasco threw
a great block. I saw someone leave
his feet and hit someone for me. I got
to go thank him when I get back in the
locker room.”

But that lead ended in a flash (19
seconds), when Chugunov hit Young
on the same pattern for a 63-yard
touchdown on the first offensive play.

On Montgomery’s next possession,
a series of Blue Devil defensive pen-

alties allowed the Cougars to reach
the Westfield three where the ball was
carried in for the touchdown, making
the score 27-19 with 2:45 left in the
third quarter. Blue Devil James
Hoodja blocked the PAT attempt.

With 6:19 remaining in the game,
Cougar Brian Flood kicked a 30-yard
field goal, putting the Blue Devils in
a two score situation.

With time running down, Catanzaro
ran full speed forward to grab a punt
at the 30 and managed to return it to
the Montgomery 49.

“I knew everyone was down. I knew
that my senior year, I wanted to do
something for my team. I saw it was
a short punt. I ran up through, made a
left right to the sideline. I saw two
guys coming at me, I bounced off
them, eventually I got brought down
but got great blocking,” Catanzaro
said.

The Blue Devils managed to get to
the Cougar eight but two final pass
attempts failed.
Montgomery   0 14 13   3 30
Westfield 13   0   6   0 19

JOHNSON 13 KILLS, FLETCHER 11; GALE 18 ASSISTS

Raider Volleyball Girls Skin
Elizabeth in 3-Game Thriller

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior/Co-Captain setter
Alexandra Gale won her first serve to
give the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls volleyball team a 26-25
lead in Game 3 then senior/Co-Cap-
tain middle hitter Briana Johnson
slammed home the winner to give the
Raiders a 25-20, 12-25, 27-25 vic-
tory over Elizabeth in Scotch Plains
on September 9.

Johnson, who had three blocks and
six services, notched 13 kills, while
senior/Co-Captain middle hitter
Jackie Fletcher slammed down 11.
Gale, who finished with six services,
an ace, two digs and a block, pro-
vided 18 assists.

“Jackie Fletcher got hurt in this
game and she fought through it. She
is a trooper. She had some great kills
and that got us some momentum. But
Briana Johnson is intense. She’s a
wall on the front row on blocks. She
wants to win. That’s what you want in
the front row,” Raider Head Coach

Adrienne Stack said.
Prior to the start of the match with

the Lady Minutemen, Gale said, “This
season I am expecting growth from
the team. We are all working on im-
proving our own individual assets.”

Johnson added, “I am really sur-
prised with our team. We have a re-
ally strong, intense team when we
play our games. I feel we are hard to
defeat. I feel like at the end of this
year, if we all play our game, we will
be right up there with the top teams.”

Fletcher said, “From the beginning
of the summer until now, we have
progressed so much. If we play our
game and are confident, we will have
a good season. You have to be men-
tally in it all the time,” Fletcher said.

Being mentally in the game be-
came very important as both teams
did have their lapses. The Lady Min-
utemen caught the Raiders a bit out
of focus in Game 1 and jumped to a 5-
0 lead. But the Raiders got back on
track with a four-point run then alter-
nated serves with the Lady Minute-

men until their lead was cut to 12-11.
The Raiders won the serve then jun-
ior setter Kristen Koederitz reeled off
three straight service points with the
help of a kill from junior outside
hitter Caroline Yessman to seize a 15-
12 lead. From that point, the Raiders
maintained the lead and chiseled their
way to capture Game 1.

Koederitz finished the match with
12 assists, 11 services and a dig.
Yessman finished the match with five
kills, a dig and 11 services with an
ace.

“My outside, Caroline Yessman,
when she hits that ball, it goes down.
We are a young team. I only have
three seniors. I lost my starting cen-
ter, I lost my outside hitter and my
starting libero to graduation, so I am
beyond pleased with how they fought
and came through,” Coach Stack said

Junior libero Fallon Goldberg was
definitely worth her weight in gold
with eight digs and 13 services with
an ace.
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Courtesy of Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING ALL THE WAY TO PAY DIRT...Blue Devil Matt Catanzaro, No. 25, received the kickoff at the 13-yard line to
begin the third quarter and dashed down the middle then cut right to the sideline and galloped for an 87-yard touchdown
against Montgomery at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on September 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP THE PLAY...Raider setter Alexandra Gale, No. 5, with Kristen Koederitz, No. 2, in the background sets up
the play as middle hitter Briana Johnson, front, prepares to leap for a kill against Elizabeth on September 9.
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