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– Obituaries –

Gina Di Dario, Day Care Center Chef;
Enjoyed Gardening and Cooking

Gina Di Dario of Westfield passed
away peacefully on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 10, 2014, surrounded by her
loving family.

Mrs. Di Dario was born in Castel
Di Sasso, Caserta, Italy and came to
the United States in December of
1955, settling in Westfield, where she
had resided ever since.

Gina was affiliated with the
Westfield Infant Day Care Center in
Westfield as a chef for many years
before retiring in the late 1990s. She
enjoyed gardening and especially
cooking “with love” for family and
friends.

Gina was predeceased by her sis-
ters, Maria Cirillo and Ester
Bencivenga, and is survived by
Benny, her loving husband of 55
years, along with their children,

Nancy Scirocco and her husband,
Prisco, Bruno and his wife, Denise,
and Dominick and his wife, Anna.
She also will be deeply missed by her
grandchildren, Frank, Brianna, Mel-
issa and Dominick, along with her
brothers, Giuseppe, John and
Pasquale Agnone.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Monday, September
15, at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, fol-
lowed by interment at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home of Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Westfield Rescue
Squad in Gina’s memory.
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Rosary Altar Society
Plans Spaghetti Dinner

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Rosary
Altar Society of St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
will hold a Spaghetti Dinner on Fri-
day, October 17, in honor of Rose
Rossi, a generous benefactor of the
Rosary Society.

This event will take place in the
school auditorium, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Open seating will begin at 5:30
p.m. and the last seating will be at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $8 each for
adults, $5 for children ages 3 to 12,
and free for children under age 3.

Dinner will include spaghetti
with meatballs, salad, bread and
dessert. Soda will be 50 cents a
can. Attendees may BYOB.

To buy t ickets,  cal l  K.
Sanguiliano at (908) 322-8809 or
C. Sanguiliano at (908) 322-5409.
No tickets will be sold at the door.

College Club to Feature
Immigrant Experience
FANWOOD — The College Club

of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will kick
off its season of programs for the
community on Monday, September
22, at 7:45 p.m.

There will be a panel discussion
with club members who were born in
other countries and came to the United
States for various reasons. The par-
ticipants will include Meril Davies,
Wales; Renate Gravers, Latvia; Mar-
garet Mac Intyre, Scotland; Ann-
Marie Nabi, Belgium; Malinda
Okoro, Nigeria; Yvrose Thermitus,
Haiti; Chris Thompson, Greece, and
Marie Walford, Canada.

The program will take place at The
Chelsea, located at 295 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. Refreshments will
be served by the club at 7:30 p.m.
Everyone is invited.

Magician Zacharia Due
At Garwood Library
GARWOOD — Magician Mark

Zacharia will present a comedy/
magic show for adult audiences, en-
titled “Making 60 Minutes Seem
Like an Hour,” on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 24, at 7 p.m. at the Garwood
Public Library.

Mr. Zacharia entertains for corpo-
rations such as ADP, Pfizer, Home
Depot, Rutgers University, St. Peter’s
College, Roosevelt Hotel and the
Four Seasons hotel New York, and
he also is a featured entertainer at
Somerset Patriots baseball games.
He is one of only 200 invited close-
up magicians in the world to attend
Fechter’s Finger Flicking Frolic,
where the world’s best magicians
come to fool other magicians.

He has been a regular performer at
the Stage House Restaurant in Scotch
Plains for more than six years, as
well as having regularly performed
for more than eight years at the
Outback Steakhouse in Green Brook.

Registration is required for this event
and may be done in person at the
library, by calling (908) 789-1670, or
via the library’s interactive calendar
page found on the website
youseemore.com/garwood. The
Garwood Public Library is located at
the corner of Third Avenue and Wal-
nut Street. Library hours are 9 a.m. to
8 p.m., Monday through Thursday; 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays, and 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.

College Club Posts
Clothing Drive

FANWOOD — The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will again
sponsor a Used Clothing Drive on
Saturday, September 27, from 9 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. All proceeds will ben-
efit the College Club Scholarship
Fund, which awarded $31,000 in
scholarships last year.

The following can be donated: wear-
able clothing, belts, handbags, back-
packs, hats, briefcases, shoes (shoes
in separate bag), linens, blankets, pil-
lows, quilts, towels, drapes, stuffed
animals, bicycles and small hard toys
(cars, trucks, dolls, action figures —
no larger than 24-by-21 inches). Items
can be delivered to 59 Russell Road,
Fanwood, behind Borough Hall. For
more information, call Cathy
Hirschhorn at (908) 322-1362.

Willie Howard Tiller, Sr., Family Man;
Former Longtime New Jersey Resident
Willie Howard Tiller, Sr. departed

this life on Friday, September 12,
2014. Willie passed peacefully hold-
ing the hands of his beloved wife,
Naomi, and surrounded by his family
including all of his six children.

Willie was born on July 20, 1930 in
Greenville, Va., to the late Waverly
and Bessie Tiller. He moved to New
Jersey at a young age and was a resi-
dent there for over 50 years before
coming to Dover, Del. in June of 2013.
Willie was preceded in death by both
parents and his brother, Lawrence.

Willie is survived by his wife,
Naomi (Mason); his sister, Dorothy
Wilson of Hopewell, Va.; his chil-
dren, Curtis Tiller (Rosalee) of Eliza-
beth, N.J., Sharon Turner (Robert) of
Scotch Plains, N.J., Willie Tiller, Jr.
(Debbie) of North Plainfield, N.J.,

Teresa Jones (Meridith) of Milford,
Del., Wayne Tiller, Sr. (Jacqueline)
of Magnolia, Del., and Anthony Tiller
of Lopatcong, N.J. Willie also has
numerous nieces, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, other relatives
and friends left to cherish his memory.

Services will be held Saturday,
September 20, 2014, at Pippen Fu-
neral Home, 119 W. Camden-Wyo-
ming Avenue, Wyoming, Del. 19934.

The viewing will be 10 a.m. to
noon with the service immediately
following.

Interment will be Monday, Sep-
tember 22, 2014, at 11 a.m., at the
Delaware Veterans Memorial Cem-
etery, 2465 Chesapeake City Road,
Bear, Del. 19701.
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Mental illness and substance
abuse do not care who you are!! It
is impossible to ignore the recent
death by suicide of Robin Will-
iams. Robin Williams is a sad ex-
ample of so many struggling with
depression and addiction. This
dual-diagnosis scenario can affect
anyone – obviously even the rich
and famous. Even a man of wealth
and fame, with access to treatment,
can become a tragic statistic. The
combination of a mood disorder
(such as depression) and substance
abuse is quite common.

Research shows 50 percent of
mental health disorders develop by
the age of 14 and three-quarters
develop by age 24. Without appro-
priate treatment and early inter-
ventions, self-medicating with sub-
stances (drugs and alcohol) could
easily occur. This pattern begins
the spiral that many dually diag-
nosed (those with mental illness
and substance abuse issues) may
suffer. The longer treatment is de-
layed, the higher the risk of seri-
ous outcomes.

One way to approach this di-
lemma is with more proactive mea-
sures. Having open discussions
with teens and young adults about
such topics. Not being afraid to
confront the demon that may be
lurking, just waiting for an oppor-
tunity to pounce on your family.
Guiding your resistant teen/young
adult through treatment and recov-
ery. Being a part of the solution
and playing an active, supportive
role as a parent (or other caregiver).
Be open and willing, less judging.

Many are afraid of being judged
if they honestly disclose true feel-
ings or problems with drugs or
alcohol. Many still fear disappoint-
ing others, “ruining their lives” if
they seek treatment. We do not
want the stigma of having the
“problem child” or being “that fam-
ily.” However, the truth is we are
often afraid of the diseases of ad-
diction and mental illness. Rather
than fear we need to try a loving
approach as we would treating any
other disease.

We all can have compassion and
loving responses to other terminal
illnesses, i.e. cancer, diabetes, heart
disease. These public health prob-
lems receive great results to
society’s changes – smoking laws,
healthier foods, etc. It’s time for
society to look at these illnesses
the same way.

In reality, chances are someone
you know is struggling right now!!
We cannot ignore this crisis. As
Robin Williams said, “No matter
what people tell you, words and
ideas can change the world.”

Carol M. Pedro is a licensed
therapist at Youth and Family
Counseling Service, 233 Prospect
Street, Westfield, N.J. (908) 233-
2042. Website: yfcsnj.org.

Take Proactive Approach To
Mental Illness-Substance Abuse
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By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service

Kenilworth Hist. Soc. Slates
Community Garage Sale

KENILWORTH — The
Kenilworth Historical Society will
sponsor a Communitywide Garage
Sale on Saturday and Sunday, Oc-
tober 4 and 5. This event will take
place, rain or shine, between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. each day. Nearly 200
residences participated in last fall’s
Communitywide Garage Sale, and
this year’s participation is expected
to equal or exceed that of last year,
according to the Historical Society.

Residents who register and pay a
$12 fee to hold garage sales at their
homes anytime that weekend will
receive a certificate representing the
borough’s permission to proceed
and will benefit from the Kenilworth
Historical Society’s statewide ad-
vertising of the event via major
newspapers, websites and promi-
nently placed signage and fliers.
The addresses of registered partici-
pating residences will be included
in a Kenilworth Communitywide
Garage Sale listing and map that
will be available in quantity, free of
charge, at the Kenilworth A&P Cus-
tomer Service Desk, 801 Boule-
vard; Borough Clerk’s Office, 567
Boulevard; Kenilworth Public Li-

brary, 548 Boulevard, and Espe-
cially Yours Florist, 13 N. 20th
Street, after Wednesday, October 1.
The listing also will be posted on
the Borough of Kenilworth website,
kenilworthborough.com.

Communitywide Garage Sale
registration forms with instructions
may be obtained at the Kenilworth
Borough Clerk’s Office/Borough
Hall, Kenilworth Public Library, Es-
pecially Yours Florist and on the
Borough of Kenilworth website.
The registration deadline is Thurs-
day, September 25. For further in-
formation, call (908) 709-0434.

The Kenilworth Historical Soci-
ety will sponsor the
Communitywide Garage Sale as a
service to the community. Any pro-
ceeds after borough permit fees,
advertising and other related costs
are paid will benefit  the
organization’s “Give the House a
Lift” fund-raising campaign for a
soon-to-be-installed elevator that
will make Kenilworth’s newly-re-
stored Oswald J. Nitschke House
“living history” museum and cul-
tural arts center fully accessible to
everyone.

The Kenilworth Historical Soci-
ety is an independent, unpaid volun-
teer-based, non-profit, tax-exempt,
501 (c)(3) organization dedicated to
the research, preservation and inter-
pretation of the Oswald J. Nitschke
House, local history and culture.

Lester A. Kahn, 91, World War II Vet.;
President of Michael Kohn Jewelers

Lester A. Kahn, 91, of Westfield
passed away on Thursday, Sep-
tember 11, at Inglemoor Rehabili-
tat ion and Care Center in
Livingston.

Born and raised in Elizabeth to
Gussie and Michael Kohn, he is
predeceased by his beloved wife,
Carole, and his sisters, Regina and
Bertha.

After graduating from Valley
Forge Military Academy and at-
tending the Peddie School, he
served as a second lieutenant in the
Army Air Corps. As a bombardier
during World War II he flew B-17s
with the Royal Air Force out of
England. Upon his return he joined
his father in the family business,
Michael Kohn Jewelers, which
opened in Elizabeth in 1906. He
continued on as president and later
moved the store to Westfield, where
he was an active member of the

business community.
He is survived by his children,

Donald and his wife, Joann,
Patricia Einhorn and her husband,
Philip, and Nancy Fields and her
husband, Martin; his grandchil-
dren, Amy, David, Jack, Daniel
and his wife, Brandi, and Rebecca,
and his great-granddaughter, Riley.

Funeral services were held yes-
terday, Wednesday, September 17,
at the Higgins and Bonner Echo
Lake Funeral  Home,
higginsandbonner.com, 582
Springfield Avenue, Westfield.

Shiva will be observed at 260
Prospect Street, Westfield, today,
Thursday, September 18, from 4 to
8 p.m.

Donations may be made to the
American Heart Association, 1
Union Street ,  Suite 301,
Robbinsville, N.J. 08691.
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Alice Stroehle, Held Leadership Roles
In New Jersey Real Estate Community

CUBS SUPPORT TROOPS...More than 750 Cub Scouts from Union, Somerset,
Morris and Middlesex counties collected over 3,000 items for New Jersey soldiers
currently deployed overseas. The Scouts took part in this program while attend-
ing Watchung Cub Scout Day Camp, located in the Watchung Reservation, from
June 30 to August 8. To learn more about the Watchung Cub Scout Day Camp
or the Boy Scouts of America, visit camps.ppbsa.org/camps/watchung/. Pictured,
Cub Scouts hold several of the items being sent to New Jersey troops.

Alice Stroehle

Alice Stroehle (Van De Mark) died
on Friday, September 12, 2014, at her
home in Mantoloking, N.J.

Born in Branford, Conn., she had
lived in Elizabeth, Miami,
Westfield and
Mantoloking.

Mrs. Stroehle was a
graduate of Elizabeth and
Miami schools. While in
Florida, she became ac-
tive in real estate. Return-
ing to New Jersey in the
early ’60s, she earned her
real estate broker’s license
and established Lenox
Realty in Westfield.

Mrs. Stroehle served
two terms, 1978-1979, as president
of the Westfield Board of Realtors. In
1980-1981, she was the director and
first vice-president, 7th District, of
the New Jersey Association of Real-
tors, encompassing eight real estate
boards in northern New Jersey. In
1984, Mrs. Stroehle received that
Association’s Community Service
Award and, from 1970 to 1986, served
locally on 40 committees, held 11
elective offices, and also served on
12 state and two national commit-

tees, all related to that Association.
Mrs. Stroehle was a longtime mem-

ber and trustee of The Two Hundred
Club of Union County, which awards

scholarships and other fi-
nancial assistance to the
dependents of deceased
uniformed protectors who
have given their lives in
the line of duty. She also
was a member of the
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution, Westfield
Chapter, the Echo Lake
Country Club, Manasquan
River Golf Club and Bay
Head Yacht Club.

Several nieces and
nephews survive Mrs. Stroehle. Her
husband, John, and daughter, Bar-
bara, predeceased her.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to The Two Hundred
Club of Union County, 1435 Morris
Avenue, 3rd Floor, Union, N.J. 07083.

A celebration of Alice’s life will
take place on Sunday, October 5,
2014, starting at 11 a.m., at O’Brien
Funeral Home, 505 Burnt Tavern
Road, at Hwy 70, Brick, N.J. 08724.
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ACGNJ to Hear Talk
On Linux Tomorrow
SCOTCH PLAINS — Amateur

Computer Group of New Jersey
(ACGNJ) member Scot Jenkins will
give a presentation on Linux at the
club’s meeting tomorrow, Friday,
September 19. The meeting will take
place from 8 to 9:30 p.m. on the
second floor of the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad Building, located at
1916 Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains.

“The /usr/bin directory holds the
majority of the executable programs
found on UNIX and UNIX-like oper-
ating systems,” according to an ACGNJ
overview of the presentation. “A typi-
cal UNIX user may be unaware many
of these programs even exist, much
less know how to use them and their
varied command-line switches.”

The focus will be on commands
that are found on the widest range of
most UNIX variants. Programs with
more peculiar usage will be demon-
strated. The intent will be to make the
audience aware of the varied utilities
that are available to them, and to
explain commands with more un-
usual usage.

There is no charge to attend. Direc-
tions to the rescue squad are available
on the club website, acgnj.org, or by
calling (908) 246-0410.

The ACGNJ is a computer user group
(club) based in Scotch Plains. Founded
in May of 1975, it is open to anyone
interested in computers. All events are
open to the public and are free.

West Fields SAR Meeting
To Take Place Sept. 26

WESTFIELD — The West Fields
Chapter of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution (SAR) will meet
on Friday, September 26, at 8 p.m.,
in the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing Community Room, located at
425 East Broad Street.

Guest speaker Mark Di Ionno
will discuss New Jersey’s role dur-
ing the American Revolution and
his new book, “A Guide to New
Jersey’s American Revolutionary
War Trail.”

Mr. Di Ionno is a lifetime news-
paperman and a 2013 Pulitzer Prize
finalist in news commentary, pri-
marily for his work on Hurricane
Sandy. He also is a four-time win-
ner of the New Jersey Press
Association’s first-place award for
column writing. His columns ap-
pear regularly in The Star-Ledger
and its online partner, nj.com.

Mr. Di Ionno is the author of
three award-winning non-fiction
books that include “New Jersey’s
Coastal Heritage” and “A Guide to
New Jersey’s Revolutionary War
Trail,” which received the New Jer-
sey Academic Alliance Award.
“Backroads, New Jersey” was

named among the most notable
New Jersey books (1995–2005) by
the New Jersey Center for the Book.
Mr. Di Ionno’s first novel and most
recent publication is “The Last
Newspaperman” which, along with
the Revolutionary War book, was
put on New Jersey 350’s “101
Greatest New Jersey Books.”

This program will be open to the
public and light refreshments will
be served. For further information,
call Warren Fristensky, West Fields
Chapter president ,  at  (908)
654.1731.

Basketball Game
To Benefit UNICO

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO
will present a benefit basketball game
between The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
All Stars and The Harlem Wizards on
Thursday, October 2. It will take place
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, located at 641 Westfield Road
in Scotch Plains, beginning at 6:45
p.m. Doors will open at 6 p.m.

Coach Father John Paladino will
lead the All Stars. Among the All
Stars coaches and players will be
Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
Mahoney, Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, Scotch Plains Council repre-
sentatives Colleen Gialanella and
Llewellyn Jones, and Union County
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella.

This fund-raising event will sup-
port the charitable efforts of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO.
Tickets are $30 for courtside seats;
$17 for adults and $15 for students.

Tickets may be purchased at
BeCraftful, 250 South Avenue, No.
101, Fanwood; online at
harlemwizards.com; by e-mail at
gialanellafamily@gmail.com or by
calling (732) 259-9756.
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