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Open Now! 
574 Springfield Avenue, Westfield   •   908-673-7227 

Visit summitmedicalgroup.com for hours and more info.

It’s time to expand your perception 
 of what urgent care can be.

You don’t have to choose a trip to the hospital when struck with a sudden illness or injury. Rely on our experienced team of 
board-certified emergency department physicians and nurses. Our urgent care center also offers these advantages:

   Shorter wait times and less expensive than a regular hospital emergency visit

   Onsite diagnostic capabilities, imaging and lab testing

   A team of specialists readily available for consultation

   Fully coordinated care if follow-up is needed

   1 electronic file connecting your urgent care to your primary care if you are an established patient

Additional services at this site include: orthopedics, physical/occupational/speech therapy, ENT/allergy, and more.

Discover how good urgent care can be at Summit Medical Group’s new Westfield location.

Summit Medical Group now has a  
new urgent care center in Westfield. 

STAYING IN BUSINESS...Union County kicked off its first Means Business
breakfast series of the fall with a program titled, “The Business of Staying in
Business,” at the Holiday Inn in Clark. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union
County Freeholder Bruce Bergen, Acting Union County Sheriff Joseph Cryan,
Freeholder Vernell Wright, Freeholder Chairman Christopher Hudak and Greater
Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce Chief Executive Officer Gordon Haas. For
information about Union County Means Business, visit www.ucnj2.org/ucmb.

Bramnick Wants Bi-Partisan
Plan to Help the Middle-Class

TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
last week joined local mayors and coun-
cil members from across Middlesex
County for a tour of Glopak Corporation,
a plastic manufacturer with a focus on
sustainability, to promote the need for
both parties to partner with business lead-
ers around the state to grow the state’s
economy, provide good-paying jobs and
lower the tax burden on middle-class
families and seniors.

Mr. Bramnick said he feels the bi-
partisan achievements of local elected
officials and innovative strives taken by
small businesses like Glopak provides a
roadmap for both parties in Trenton to
promote sustainability for state public
benefit programs, fix the state’s failed
school funding formula, make the state
more affordable and grow New Jersey’s
economy to provide good-paying jobs.

“Middlesex County is home to thou-
sands of hard-working, middle-class fami-
lies that make tough decisions every day
to provide a better future for their chil-
dren,” Mr. Bramnick stated. “The elected
officials that joined me today make gov-
ernment adhere to the same fundamental
financial principles that families and small
businesses are forced to. These local
elected officials have brought both par-
ties together to develop a path for a
brighter, more affordable future for their
communities and its time that Trenton
politicians do the same.”

Mr. Bramnick also railed against new
regulations and requirements that he said
will kill job creation in New Jersey. “We
need a freeze on any new mandates and

regulations on business to unfreeze our
potential to grow good-paying jobs,” Mr.
Bramnick added.

To force politicians to provide long-
term fixes to the problems plaguing our
state, Mr. Bramnick outlined a proposal
to make legislative elections more com-
petitive in New Jersey.

He called for a voter referendum that
would amend the state constitution to
require competitive elections where the
difference between major party candi-
dates would likely be less than 10 per-
cent. It would also establish competitive-
ness as the golden standard for legislative
redistricting. To put voters back in con-
trol, Mr. Bramnick’s measure would al-
low any resident to challenge the New
Jersey Apportionment Commission’s
map and provide an alternative map to
the state Supreme Court.

“The only way to keep politicians
accountable is to force them to listen to
the concerns of voters by making our
legislative elections more competitive,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “Sadly, our current
legislative map was designed to protect
incumbent politicians. I want to design
a map that protects taxpayers and en-
sures that Trenton politicians don’t get
too cozy in their seats in the Legisla-
ture.”

Mr. Bramnick was joined by Old
Bridge Mayor Owen Henry, South
Plainfield Matt Anesh, South River
Mayor John Krenzel, East Brunswick
Council President Camille Ferraro and
South Plainfield Councilmen Alex
Barletta, Rob Bengivenga and Derryck
White.

NJ Transit Board of Dir.
Announces Appointments

NEWARK — The NJ Transit Board
of Directors have appointed Neil
Yellin as the agency’s new deputy
executive director and Robert Lavell
and Dennis Martin as vice-president
and general manager of NJ Transit
rail operations and bus operations,
respectively.

Mr. Yellin most recent position was
senior vice-president of Long Island
Railroad, and previously he served as
president for MTA Long Island Bus.
He also held several key positions in
New York City’s human resources
administration.

Mr. Lavell has over 40 years of
industry experience and served as
acting vice-president and general
manager of NJ Transit rail operations
since March 2014.

For the past six years, he has served
as deputy general manager of equip-
ment for NJ Transit where he has
provided leadership for all aspects of
maintenance of equipment, includ-

ing safety, budget and planning of
rail facilities and equipment modifi-
cations. Mr. Lavell previously served
30 years with Amtrak, including as
regional vice-president of equipment
maintenance.

Mr. Martin has served as acting
vice-president and general man-
ager of NJ Transit bus operations
since June 2014. From 1998 to
2003, he served as director of ter-
minal operations for bus opera-
tions, where he directed bus op-
erations within the Port Authority
Bus Terminal.

 During his tenure as director of
terminal operations, Mr. Martin led
the evacuation coordination of New
York City during the August 2003
regional blackout and established
temporary operations at the Mead-
owlands Sports Complex and di-
rected on-street boarding of custom-
ers during the Port Authority Bus
Terminal shutdown.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie  Vetoes Smoking Ban
Bill for Parks, Beaches

Governor Chris Christie has ve-
toed smoking ban legislation that
would apply to state parks and New
Jersey beaches, The Atlantic City
Press reported.

“More than 240 municipalities and
12 counties have ordinances in place
that ban smoking in municipal and
county parks,” Gov. Christie said.

He said smoking ban laws should
be done at the local government level,
not in the State Legislature.

New Jersey would have been the
first state in the nation to have a state-
wide ban, The Press reported.

Both houses of the Legislature over-
whelmingly passed the measure on
June 26. Violators would have faced
a $250 fine for the first offense, $500
for the second, and $1,000 for an
additional offense.

FEMA Wants Homeowners to
Return $5.8 Mil. in Sandy Aid
ABC News reported Friday that

the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) has asked around
850 homeowners in New York and
New Jersey to return a collective $5.8
million in aid they improperly re-
ceived after Hurricane Sandy ripped
up coastline two years ago.

FEMA suspects that 4,500 house-
holds received improper payments,
The Associated Press reported.

The agency said households re-
ceived more money than allowed
under program rules. Many people
who have been asked to return money
were said to be ineligible for aid
because their damaged properties
were vacation houses or rental prop-
erties, not their primary homes, ac-
cording to the ABC report. And oth-
ers received FEMA money for things
they later were reimbursed for by
insurance.

A total of $53 million in FEMA
payments are under review, accord-
ing to the report. A total of $1.4
billion was paid out from FEMA to
storm victims.
Lesniak to Introduce Bill to End

Prohibition on Sports Betting
Senator Raymond Lesniak (D-

20th, Elizabeth) said he will intro-
duce new legislation to abolish lan-
guage in state law that prohibits sports
betting.

“I hope and expect that the second
time will be the charm,” said Senator
Lesniak, referring to a similar bill
intended to accomplish the same goal

that was vetoed by Governor Chris
Christie. “This will shore up the at-
torney general’s legal argument...
This bill will specifically abolish lan-
guage on the books that prevents
sports betting, which will give our
legal motion more authority and will
help withstand any challenges.”

The opinion by the federal court’s
Third Circuit was an “open invita-
tion” for New Jersey because it stated
that it would not violate the federal
ban on sports betting since that ban
only applies to “state authorized”
wagers, Senator Lesniak said.

 “This has been a long, hard fought
effort to allow New Jersey to permit
sports betting,” Senator Lesniak said.
“This is the last stand for the sports
leagues. I expect they will soon throw
in the towel.”

Senator Lesniak said he expects
his legislation to reach the Governor’s
desk by the end of the month.

DNC: Christie Admin.
Is ‘Nat’l Embarrassment’

Commenting on Standard and
Poor’s downgrading of New Jersey’s
credit rating, Democratic National
Committee (DNC) Press Secretary
Michael Czin released the following
statement:

“On Election Night 2013, (Gover-
nor Chris) Christie said his adminis-
tration was a model for the nation.
This year, Christie’s administration
is a national embarrassment. From
his failed economic record to his
administration’s gross misconduct
during Bridgegate, Chris Christie has
failed his state time and again. And
now, it doesn’t even look like he’s
trying anymore.

“Instead of working with Demo-
crats to solve the state’s long-term
problems, Christie’s busy crisscross-
ing the country campaigning for Re-
publicans who apparently want to
emulate his failed leadership.”

Assembly GOP Women:
Goodell Must Resign

The New Jersey Assembly Repub-
lican Women caucus on Monday said
NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell
should resign over Baltimore Ravens’
and ex-Rutgers Scarlet Knight’ Ray
Rice’s domestic violence incident that
occurred back in February. The true
nature of Rice’s attack on his then
fiance (now his wife) came out last
week when TMZ released a video of
Rice punching her in the face, knock-
ing her unconscious in an Atlantic
City casino elevator.

Two Killed in One-Car
Crash on Route 22

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two people
were killed and a third critically in-
jured in a one-car accident Saturday
night on Route 22 East in Scotch
Plains between Westfield Road and
Hawthorne Avenue.

The Scotch Plains Police De-
partment responded to the wooded
area at 9:47 p.m. Police said 2002
BMW 3 series had left the road-
way, skidded on his side and struck
a tree.

The driver, identified as Erick

POWs/MIAs to Be
Remembered

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
all residents and visitors to join in the
commemoration of POW/MIA Re-
membrance Day, in front of the Union
County Courthouse at 2 Broad Street
in Elizabeth on Friday, September
19. The ceremony will start at 11:15
a.m.

“This annual public ceremony
pays tribute to our service men and
women who were prisoners of war,
and those missing in action,” Free-
holder Chairman Christopher Hudak
said. “With this public ceremony we
honor those who are absent, and
reaffirm our government’s commit-
ment to ensure that all are accounted
for.”

In the event of rain, the ceremony
will take place in the first floor Ro-
tunda of the Courthouse.

For more information, call (908)
527-4219.

Pires, 19 of Newark, and front seat
passenger Andre Timoteo, 20, of
Roselle, were pronounced dead at
the scene.

A third passenger, a 26-year-old
male from Newark, was airlifted to
Morristown Hospital where he is
listed in stable but critical condition
with head trauma. Police said there is
no indication that a second vehicle
was involved or that any criminal
activity was present. At this time, it
appears that speed and wet condi-
tions were the contributing factors to
this accident.

The accident is still under inves-
tigation by the Scotch Plains Po-
lice, according to Chief Brian
Mahoney.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES


