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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING LOVED ONES…Attendees gather at the remembrance ceremony held in the 9/11 Memorial Park in
Westfield on September 11.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GRETA’S LEGACY…Runners line up at the start of the second annual Greta’s
Run 5K held on Sunday morning in Westfield. Sponsored by the Westfield Area
“Y,” the event is held in memory of Greta Schoenemann, a Westfield High School
student who died from injuries sustained on September 11, 2002 while at school.
All proceeds benefit new and existing programs for young adults with special
needs at the “Y.”

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL…At the “Remembering 9/11” service held at the
First Presbyterian Church and Cranford WTC Memorial Park on September 11,
the Cranford High School Madrigal Choir leads the guests in singing “America
the Beautiful.”

Freeholders OK $38.7-Mil.
Capital Bond Ordinance

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County Free-
holder Board last Thursday approved,
on second reading, a $38.7-million
bond ordinance to fund the county’s
capital program. A total of $33.1 mil-
lion of the ordinance will be bonded.

Among the projects listed in the or-
dinance is the acquisition of property at
1580 Cooper Road in Scotch Plains, a
single-family home next to the county-
owned Ponderosa Park. According to
the ordinance, the total cost of the
acquisition will be $432,600 of which
$410,970 would be bonded. The county
purchased 1590 Cooper Road in Scotch
Plains in 2011 for $625,000, according
to the New Jersey Tax Assessors’
website.

Kenilworth resident John Bury ques-
tioned why the acquisition was bond-
ing the purchase instead of funding it
through the county’s open space trust
fund.

Finance Director Bibi Taylor said
the acquisition is being funded through
the open space trust fund through an
item in the county budget listed as
“open space for debt service.” How-
ever, she said the county bonds projects
because the county has a higher rating
than the open space trust fund. The
fund, she explained, is instead used as
a revenue source for open space
projects.

Explaining the acquisition, she said
the county has determined that because
the property’s footprint lies within Pon-
derosa Park, it would be less costly to
acquire the residential property than to
maintain an existing bridge on the prop-
erty to give the owners an entrance and
exit to the park to access their property.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said the open space trust fund has around

$9 million in it. “Why do we even think
about bonding (to buy land)?” he ques-
tioned. “Just take the money out of the
open space trust fund.”

Mr. Bury also questioned a $308,250
item in the ordinance for new informa-
tion technology and telecommunica-
tions equipment.

Union County Freeholder Clerk
James Pellettiere said earlier this year
the county discovered that the video
equipment used to videotape freeholder
meetings was not recording sound. He
said the system is “antiquated,” dating
back to the mid-1990s. He said the new
equipment will be an “overall upgrade”
to the system, with most of the equip-
ment to be replaced. He said the system
will be digital. “So it is a fairly large
project,” Mr. Pellettiere said.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Cranford Bd. Denies Three-
Story Mixed-Use Bldg.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Planning Board denied, 8-0, last
Wednesday Emanuel Nimrud’s ap-
plication to permit construction of a
new multi-use building and parking
lot at 496 Centennial Avenue, Block
594, Lot 8, in the B-3 Zone. Mr.
Nimrud was looking to redevelop the
site that once housed Arnold’s Pest
Control and two apartments that were
destroyed by a fire.

Mr. Nimrud sought the following
variances and design waivers: to ex-
ceed the maximum allowable height
and stories, less than the minimum
required parking spaces; less than the
minimum required front yard set-
back, and no loading zone provided.
He presented plans for a three story

building, 35 feet high, with retail on
the ground level and two floors con-
taining six apartments. The zoning
law allows a maximum of two stories
and 35 feet.

“I agree with my colleagues here…
Your planner provided some inter-
esting points for us to consider. I
disagree with the need for housing
that he mentions. We are addressing
that need with developments we have
approved on South Avenue,” Plan-
ning Board Chair Lynda Feder said.

Planner for the applicant, Roger
DeNiscia, testified last Wednesday
that the applicant was providing bar-
rier–free apartments that would al-
low for persons with handicaps or
disabilities to live there. “Rental units
such as this are in short supply,” he

Christie Nominates
Local Residents to

Superior Court
TRENTON – Governor Chris

Christie has nominated three local
residents to the state Superior Court,
Union County bench. The Governor’s
nominations are subject to the advice
and consent of the State Senate.

Nominated are John M. Deitch of
Fanwood and Theresa E. Mullen,
and Candido Rodriguez, both of
Scotch Plains.

Mr. Deitch, who was admitted to
the New Jersey Bar in 1996, is a
partner in the Morristown-based law
firm of Coughlin Duffy LLP. He
has represented public utilities
against contractors for damages to
underground facilities as well as

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
SETTING PRIORITIES…The Westfield Council discusses the agenda at a
conference meeting prior to the regular council meeting on Tuesday night.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mountainside Council Unveils
Floor Area Ratio Ordinance

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — At their
Tuesday meeting, members of the
Mountainside Borough Council
conducted the first reading of a pro-
posed ordinance that would permit
an increase in the Floor Area Ratio
of a home from the current .225
percent to .240 percent as long as
sufficient side yardage was avail-
able. A second reading of the pro-
posed ordinance, public input, and
a vote will take place at the next
meeting, which is scheduled for
Tuesday, October 21.

The council also unanimously
voted to approve a proclamation

designating September 19, 2014 as
POW/MIA Remembrance Day.
Mayor Paul Mirabelli urged all
members of the community to take
a few minutes tomorrow to remem-
ber the sacrifices made by these
service men and women and their
families. The governing body also
voted in favor of authorizing the
borough’s participation in the

County of Union Leaf Disposal pro-
gram. The 2014 rates will be $2 a
yard for loose leaves and $4 for
compacted leaves.

Council members also approved
the purchase of two additional new
police vehicles, one of which will
contain automatic license plate
reader (ALPR) technology. ALPR

Westfield Enters Agreement With
County to Replace Traffic Light

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town coun-
cil on Tuesday night passed a reso-
lution authorizing town officials to
enter into an agreement with Union
County for its local safety program.

“This is the follow-up for the
grant that the county applied for on
our behalf to replace the traffic sig-
nal at Bank Square downtown –
East Broad and Elm (Streets),” ex-
plained Town Administrator Jim
Gildea. “The signal there is very
old, the timer obviously needs re-
placement, there’s no pedestrian
heads on the light, which is a very
heavily pedestrian traveled inter-

section.”
The grant will be primarily funded

by the North Jersey Transportation
Planning Association (NJTPA), a
federally-funded transportation or-
ganization, at a cost of “almost a
half a million dollars,” according to
Mr. Gildea. The town will cover the
cost of construction specifications
and adjustments to the sidewalks.

“We’re hoping that when this
project is finished, this will be the
catalyst to move down the street to
North (Avenue) and Elm (Street),
which is the next one that needs to
be replaced,” Mr. Gildea stated.

Town Engineer Kris Mc Aloon
stated it will most likely be a spring-

time project and that all the work
will be done at night.

In other news, during the public
discussion portion of the meeting,
Greg Kasko addressed the council
regarding the “potential investiga-
tion by the (Union County)
Prosecutor’s Office.”

Mr. Kasko stated he initiated it
“on the mayor’s recommendation.”

Mr. Kasko continued, “I find it
difficult to understand how the
mayor of the Town of Westfield
does not know about the investiga-
tion.”

Mr. Kasko did not specify what
the prosecutor’s office was alleg-
edly investigating, but he did state
it was regarding the Westfield Po-
lice Department’s Mobile Com-
mand Center and the compensation
for officers staffing it.

In response, Town Attorney
Russell Finestein stated he spoke
with Police Chief David Wayman,
who stated he was not aware of any
investigation.

Mr. Finestein also disclosed to
The Westfield Leader that he con-
tacted the prosecutor’s office and
was informed that, “there’s no in-
vestigation.”

John Rotchford also addressed
the council, commending members
for their “leadership and citizen-
ship” and their “excellent perfor-
mances of their duties.”

Mr. Rotchford called the Mobile
Command Center an “innovative
step” in improving the safety of the
town’s residents.

The council also approved the
demolition of single-family dwell-
ings located at 517 Cumberland
Street and 3 Stanley Oval and a
single-family dwelling and de-
tached garage located at 1525 Bou-
levard.

At the start of the meeting. the
council issued a resolution recog-
nizing Friday, September 19, as

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood BOE OK’s $372,794
Repair for Wash. School
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation on Tuesday approved an ex-
penditure of $372,794 from its capi-
tal reserve fund to pay for repairs to
Washington School on East Street,
a project that should be completed
by the end of the month.

School district Business Admin-
istrator Eric Larson explained the
figure included a $289,900 con-
tract to Fuscon Enterprises of
Westfield for the reconstruction,
with much of the remainder to RGH
Development of Maplewood for
demolition requirements. The larg-
est amount was $34,000 for asbes-
tos removal.

The need for the repairs devel-
oped when a ceiling in one class-
room fell in the early morning hours
in May. Although the school was
taken “offline” in 2010-2011, it has
been used by the Garwood Family
Center YMCA for the past two
years.

Although the ceiling fell in only
one classroom, an inspection re-
vealed similar structural issues else-
where, causing the borough to con-
demn the building and necessitat-
ing the repairs in a hallway and four
classrooms, Mr. Larson said.

The fallen ceiling forced the
YMCA to use Lincoln School dur-
ing the summer. That arrangement
has continued with the beginning
of the school year September 4,
with the YMCA using three class-
rooms, which has caused disruption
to the school’s art and music pro-
grams.

Art classes have been moved to a
different classroom while music in-
struction has been relocated “here,
there and everywhere,” School Su-
perintendent Teresa Quigley said.

The expenditure will reduce the
district’s capital fund to approxi-
mately $12,000, although Mr.
Larson said he expected that to be
replenished by approximately
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