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Fanwood Poetry Series Hosts
Renee Ashley, Peter Murphy

ENDLESS SUNSET…Ricardo Roig unveiled “Sunset in Paradise,” a 19 x 15 inch
2014 limited edition of 20 hand-cut screen prints from his “Aloha” series priced at
$350 each, unframed. The print is available at Evalyn Dunn Gallery in Westfield.

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series will return from its an-
nual summer hiatus on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 16, with a reading by distin-
guished poets Renee Ashley and Peter
Murphy. The free performance will
begin promptly at 8 p.m. in the Patricia
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road, off
North Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fan-
wood Borough Hall (GPS use 75 N.
Martine Avenue).

Renee Ashley is the author of a novel,
“Someplace Like This,” and five vol-
umes of poetry, including “Salt” (Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Press), winner of
the Brittingham Prize in Poetry, and
“Because I Am the Shore I Want to Be
the Sea” (Subito Press, University of
Colorado), winner of the Subito Book
Prize. She is on the faculty of Fairleigh
Dickinson University’s two low-resi-
dency graduate programs, the MFA in
Creative Writing and the MA in Cre-
ative Writing and Literature for Educa-
tors.

A portion of her poem, “First Book
of the Moon,” is etched in marble in
Penn Station in Manhattan. Renee has
received a fellowship in poetry from
the National Endowment for the Arts as
well as fellowships in both poetry and
prose from the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts.

Peter E. Murphy was born in Wales

and grew up in New York City, where
he operated heavy equipment, man-
aged a nightclub and drove a cab. He is
the author of “Stubborn Child,” a final-
ist for the 2006 Paterson Poetry Prize,
and a chapbook of poems, “Thorough
and Efficient.”

His unique poetry-writing assign-
ments are collected in “Challenges for
the Delusional” (Jane Street Press,
2012). Retired from Atlantic City High
School, Peter continues to teach poetry
writing at the Richard Stockton Col-
lege of New Jersey and he is the founder/
director of Murphy Writing Seminars.

He is a consultant to the New Jersey
Council for the Humanities and the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, and
was an advisor to “Fooling with Words
with Bill Moyers” and other PBS po-
etry programs.

The Carriage House Poetry Series is
currently in its 16th year at the Kuran
Arts Center, an historic Gothic Revival
structure that was once a 19th century
carriage house, hence the name of the
series.

The September 16 reading is free
and open to the public. An open mic
will follow the featured performances.
For more information call (908) 889-
7223 or (908) 889-5298. For online
directions and information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/
.

CDC Opens Season With The Normal Heart

NJ Festival Orchestra Kicks
Off Dynamic Season

CRANFORD – Cranford Dramatic
Club Theatre (CDC), the oldest com-
munity theater in New Jersey, will
open its season with a special two
performance only benefit production
of Larry Kramer’s The Normal Heart
on Friday and Saturday, September 5
and 6, at 8 p.m. The production will
benefit CDC Theatre and Gay Men’s
Health Crisis. There will be vacation
packages offered in a silent auction
and a reception after each perfor-
mance.

A searing drama about public and
private indifference to the AIDS
plague and one man’s lonely fight to
awaken the world to the crisis. Pro-
duced to acclaim in New York, Lon-
don and Los Angeles, The Normal
Heart follows Ned Weeks, a gay ac-
tivist enraged at the indifference of
public officials and the gay commu-

nity. While trying to save the world
from itself, he confronts the personal
toll of AIDS when his lover dies of
the disease.

Jeffrey Fiorello and Alan Van
Antwerp are directing and Megan
Ferentinos is serving as producer.
The cast includes Chris Abbott, Sal
Navarro, Gus Ibranyi, David Chris-
topher, Leslie Reagoso, Terry Dar-
ling, Scott Tyler, Jeff Maschi, John
Sechrist, Rob Evans, Brian Hall Joe
Leo and Pam Wilczynski.

Visit www.cdctheatre.org for ad-
ditional information and tickets.

Funding has been made possible in
part by the NJ State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a Partner
Agency of the National Endowment
for the Arts, through a grant adminis-
tered by the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

Chansonettes Ready To
Harmonize For The Holidays

WESTFIELD — With the start of
September, The Chansonettes of
Westfield will begin rehearsals for
their “Holiday Harmony” winter con-
cert tour. The all women’s singing
group will perform their holiday con-
cert series this December at various
locations in the area.

Past performance venues for the
group have included Westfield Se-
nior Housing, Chelsea Fanwood, and
Runnells Specialized Hospital. The
choral program will feature songs
celebrating the holiday season in-
cluding “Celebrate This Day To-
gether,” “An Angelic Christmas Med-

ley,” “A Happy Joyous Hanuka” and
“Let There Be Peace on Earth.”

The Chansonettes, in existence for
over 60 years, performs a holiday
concert series in December and a
spring concert series in May of each
year. The women rehearse once a
week on Wednesday nights at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield lo-
cated on Mountain Avenue under the
direction of Jean Schork and accom-
panied by Mel Freda.

Anyone needing more information
regarding joining the group or book-
ing a future concert may call Amy
Herrington at (908) 317-5910.

THE NORMAL HEART...Gus Ibranyi as Ned and Scott Tyler as Felix in
rehearsal at Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre’s  The Normal Heart.

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO), led by
Maestro David Wroe, has unveiled
its plans for the 2014-2015 season.
Expect a series of original and dy-
namic musical experiences to rival
anything in New York City and be-
yond.

The new season presents a series of
bold and innovative initiatives re-
flecting not only supreme orchestral
sound but also collaborations with
other outstanding New Jersey Arts
organizations, as well as a magnifi-
cent roster of internationally ac-
claimed guest soloists. Special dis-
count ticket packages with savings of
up to 25 percent are now available.

The season kicks off at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield on Sun-
day September 21, at 4 p.m. with
“Empires Fall,” a program of two
iconic works composed at the sunset
of the Russian and British empires.
Internationally acclaimed, award-
winning pianist Yoonie Han, joins
NJFO to perform one of the world’s
most-loved and instantly recogniz-
able works, Tchaikovsky’s Piano
Concerto No. 1. Coupled with the
inter-galactic conflict of Holst’s “The
Planets,” the season opening con-
certs promise nothing short of an
artistic and historical threshold her-
alding the beginning of World War I.

Halloween holds some monstrous
cultural surprises with a big screen
showing of Hollywood’s greatest ro-
mantic melodrama, “Flesh and the
Devil,” which launched Greta Garbo
as one of the most mysterious, glam-
orous stars of the American screen.
The movie will be presented com-
plete with live symphonic score com-

posed by Carl Davies and performed
by the full orchestra.

In early December NJFO presents
a festival of traditional holiday mu-
sic, sing-a-longs and more to cel-
ebrate the beginning of the holiday
season, and in March international
guest vocalists join NJFO and Opera
at Florham for Mascagni’s electrify-
ing “Cavalleria Rusticana.”

The season culminates with a
monumental performance of one of
the best known and most loved cho-
ral/orchestral works of the 20th cen-
tury, “Carmina Burana.”

Look out for other NJ Festival Or-
chestra features at the Mayo Per-
forming Arts Center and further afield,
as well as the now famous New Year’s
Eve festival of Broadway classics –
one of NJFO’s most popular holiday
traditions.

“Without a doubt, we at NJ Festi-
val orchestra are thinking big this
season, carried forward by what I
believe to be another eclectic, re-
freshing, and diverse program and an
enthusiasm from our audiences that
has been unmatched in my 18 years
tenure,´ commented Music Director
David Wroe. “I can’t wait to raise the
baton on this new season!”

Discounted ticket packages with
savings of up to 25 percent are now
on sale for the 2014-2015 season.
Single tickets for each concert are
$26-$75. Student tickets are avail-
able at all seating levels for only $13.
Further information, single tickets
and discount ticket packages for all
venues are available on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or by
calling the box office at (908) 232
9400 (Westfield concerts).

Mystic Vision Players Hold Auditions for Rent
RAHWAY —  Mystic Vision Play-

ers announced auditions for their up-
coming production of Rent, the No-
vember show in their 2014 season, will
be held onSunday and Monday, Sep-
tember 7 and 8, at the Union County
Performing Arts Center Mainstage,
1601 Irving Street, Rahway, at 7 p.m.
Callbacks will be Tuesday, September
9, as needed.

Actors with strong rock singing
voices should prepare 16 bars/verse
and chorus of a pop/rock/rock musical
song; it does not have to be from Rent.
An accompanist will be provided, but

auditioners should bring their own sheet
music and/or scores.

Auditioners should come prepared
to learn a dance combination as well.
Audition forms can be downloaded at
mysticvisionplayers.com and photo and
résumé are accepted, but not required.
The callback audition will involve sing-
ing from the score.

Rehearsal dates for the production
are Monday, September 15, – Thurs-
day, November 6; performance dates
are November 7, 8, 14 and 15.  All roles
are currently available; all auditioners
must be 18 or older.


