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908-322-7000

Jon Bramnick

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Negligence Cases

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Jewelers&N C

102 Quimby St., Westfield
nandcjewelers@gmail.com

Nabig & Carmen
(formerly of Michael Kohn Jewelers)

We have been in the jewelry business

for over 40 Years.

Specializing in Fine Jewelry,

Custom Orders, Jewelry & Watch Repairs.

Mon-Wed; Fri & Sat: 10am  - 5:30pm
Thursday: 10am - 7:30pm

Closed Sunday

908-233-3380

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Rich Bagger of Westfield Named to
Christie’s Mexico Trade Team

TRENTON – Governor Chris Christie
will travel to Mexico for a trade mission
from September 3 to 5 to promote in-
creased relationship, job creation and
higher education opportunities. While in
Mexico Governor Christie will meet with
foreign dignitaries and government offi-
cials, including Mexican President
Enrique Pena Nieto, tour local compa-
nies and meet with Mexican business
leaders and experience Mexican culture
and community.

Governor Christie will be joined by a
group of business and community lead-
ers from New Jersey to Mexico. These
individuals will be attending different
components of the trip’s itinerary. The
members of the delegation are (with more
in-depth bios below):

Greg Brown, chairman and chief ex-
ecutive officer, Motorola Solutions Inc;
chair of Board of Governors, Rutgers,
The State University of New Jersey

Laurence M. Downes, chairman of the
board and chief executive officer, New
Jersey Resources; director, Choose New
Jersey, Inc. board

Ralph Izzo, chairman, president and
chief executive officer, Public Service
Enterprise Group, Inc.

Clifford Sobel, Valor Capital Group
Leo Cervantes, owner, Chilango Res-

taurant
Pedro Matar, owner, El Aguila Res-

taurants in N.Y. and N.J.
Al Zapanta, pres. and CEO, the United

States–Mexico Chamber of Commerce
Mauricio Doehner, executive vice-

president of Corporate Affairs and Enter-
prise Risk Management, CEMEX

Rev. Fermin Garcia, president,
NHCLC/CONELA Mexico

Martin Perez, president, Latino Lead-
ership Alliance of New Jersey

Raul Rendon Ponce, founder and di-
rector of Bioplastic Solutions

Rich Bagger, senior vice-president of

Corporate Affairs and Market Access,
Celgene Corporation

Robert Grady, managing director,
Cheyenne Capital Fund

Michele Brown, chief executive of-
ficer, New Jersey Economic Develop-
ment Authority

Tracye McDaniel, president and CEO,
Choose New Jersey, Inc.

Governor Christie will also be joined
by Ambassador Sandra Fuentes and many
of the events will be attended by U.S.
Ambassador Tony Wayne.

Mr. Bagger is senior vice-president of
corporate affairs and market access for
Celgene Corporation, a multi-national
biopharmaceutical company focusing on
the discovery, development and com-
mercialization of treatments for cancer
and severe, immune-inflammatory con-
ditions. A member of Celgene’s manage-
ment committee, he is responsible for
advancing patient access to Celgene thera-
pies and driving recognition of the value
of Celgene innovation through govern-
ment relations, public policy, communi-
cations, patient advocacy and market ac-
cess activities around the world. Rich
most recently served for two years as
chief of staff for New Jersey Governor
Christie, responsible for managing imple-
mentation of the governor’s policy agenda
and priorities. After leaving state govern-
ment, Mr. Bagger was appointed by Gov-
ernor Christie to be a Commissioner of
the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, where he serves as chairman of
the Finance Committee. Previously, he
was employed by Pfizer Inc. From 2006
to 2009, he served on Pfizer’s senior
most management team as senior vice-
president of worldwide public affairs and
policy. He received an A.B. degree from
Princeton University’s Woodrow Wil-
son School of Public and International
Affairs and a J.D. degree from Rutgers
University Law School.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANFORD SEEKS AID...The home of Barry Sherrington of Springfield
Avenue in Cranford depicting floodwaters after Hurricane Irene hit Cranford.

FAMILY AFFAIR...Scotch Plains Councilman Llewellyn Jones enjoyed a hot
and fun-filled afternoon on Labor Day at the St. Barts/UNICO Italian American
Festival. A great Scotch Plains tradition!

Cranford to Petition Congress for Rahway River Flood Help
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — A petition asking
residents to support funding the
completion of the Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) Rahway River
flood mitigation study and plan will
be presented to U.S. Congress on
Wednesday, September 10 by may-
ors and public officials from munici-
palities that lie along the Rahway
River. Residents can find the link for
the petition at cranford.com/town-
ship. To date over 1,100 have signed
the petition.

The Mayors Council Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control (MCRR), a
group of public officials from mu-
nicipalities in Essex and Union
County, support the USACE recom-
mended channel improvements and
modification to outlet pipes in the
Orange Reservoir in the South Moun-
tain Reservation, as well as
rechannelization of the Rahway River
within Cranford and the
rechannelization of the Lenape basin
in Cranford. This was one of 10 plans
studied by the USACE for flood con-
trol along the river, and it had one of
the highest cost/benefit ratios.

The rechannelization of the Lenape
Basin was presented as an option to
improve on the work recommended
for the Orange Reservoir. “They
(USACE) have agreed there is defi-
nite potential there. The Army Corps
is looking at it as an option,” Mayor
Andis Kalnins of Cranford told The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

Three years ago, Hurricane Irene
damaged some 2,300 homes from
Millburn to Rahway. In Cranford
alone, some 1,600 homes were dam-
aged by floodwaters. Of those, about
350 had flood water damage on their
first floor. The entire first floor of the
Cranford Municipal Building, includ-

house. He and his family were dis-
placed from their home for close to
three months.

Federal funding in the amount of
$1.2 million, matched by equal fund-
ing by the State of New Jersey, is
needed to complete the USACE
evaluation.

Mayor Samson Steinman of
Rahway, Mayor Clifton People of the
Township of Union, Township of
Union Administrator Ronald
Manzella, Mayor Kalnins; former
Millburn Mayor and current member
of the Township Committee Sandra
Haimoff; Mayor Richard Huber of
Springfield; Deputy Mayor Kathleen
Leventhal of Maplewood; Hatch Mott
MacDonald Engineer Leo Coakley;
former Mayor and current Township
Committee member Tom Hannen, Jr.
of Cranford, and Mr. Aschenbach
will meet with U.S. Senators Robert
Menendez and Cory Booker (both D-
N.J,); U.S. Congressmen Donald
Payne, Jr. (D-10th), Leonard Lance
(R-7th), and Rodney Frelinghuysen
(R-11th) to ask for their support in
funding the final piece of the USACE
study. They are also expected to meet
with the USACE in Washington, D.C.

Mayor Scott Klinder of Kenilworth
has sent a letter to Congress stating
the borough’s support of the recom-
mendations.

Also, local municipalities are be-
ing asked to adopt an ordinance

ing the court room, health depart-
ment, Downtown Management Cor-
poration office and TV35 were dam-
aged by floodwaters. Police records
were ruined. Brookside School had
$4 million in damages. Cranford High
School also had water damage. The
First Aid Squad was completely gut-
ted. Thousands had no power for six
days because the electric substation
was underwater. The estimate of pri-
vate and public damages is $100 mil-
lion, Dan Aschenbach, mayor of
Cranford when Irene hit in 2011, and
a member of MCRR, told The Leader
and The Times.

The improvements to the Orange
Reservoir are estimated by USACE
to lower river elevation in Cranford
by 3.5 feet during peak storm condi-
tions, Mr. Aschenbach said. “This
has the potential of keeping the river
in its banks in many areas,” he said.
“The upstream storage benefits
Millburn, Maplewood, Springfield,
Union, Kenilworth and Cranford. The
USACE estimates a significant num-
ber of homes would be protected.”

“I think it will help with some of
the flow mitigation, so we don’t have
these tidal waves coming down,” said
Barry Sherrington, a resident of
Springfield Avenue in Cranford. His
home had floodwaters smash through
the basement windows and about two-
and-a-half feet of floodwaters reached
the family room in the rear of the

drafted by the Mayors Council that
spells out stricter stormwater runoff
mitigation for zoning and planning
applications.

The response has been limited, Mr.
Aschenbach said. “Mayors have even
stated they don’t flood, so no prob-
lem,” he said.

Stormwater runoff from surround-
ing towns such as Westfield and
Mountainside, which sit at a higher
elevation than Cranford, drains into
the Rahway River.

“By now we had hoped the other
towns that drain into the river would
help,” Mr. Aschenbach said.

“The townships upriver of us have,
whether they know it or not or whether
they care or not, have a big
impact…there has to be a responsi-
bility,” Mr. Sherrington told The
Leader and The Times.

Mountainside recently approved a
parking lot, part of the Primrose
School, on a slope with very little on-
site mitigation, Mr. Aschenbach said.
“Their governing body has yet to
respond to any request for coming to
Mayors Council meetings or consid-
ering the ordinance,” he said.

“Springfield and Cranford didn’t
create all this water. So, if their citi-
zens see the fairness and sign the
petition, maybe community leaders
will follow. We need help solving
what can be done,” Mr. Aschenbach
said.

 Sandy Home Elevation Grants Reach
700 for New Jersey Homeowners

REGION – More than 230 addi-
tional New Jersey homeowners rais-
ing their properties after Hurricane
Sandy have been approved for fund-
ing through a state-administered grant
program, officials said last week,
bringing the total awards handed out
so far to nearly 700.

The 236 grants will go toward home
elevation projects in 38 municipali-
ties in Atlantic, Cape May, Middlesex,
Monmouth and Ocean counties.

The first grants awarded through
the $100-million program were an-
nounced in April for 26 properties in
Brigantine. At an event in Keansburg
in July,  Governor Chris Christie said
460 grants had been awarded through

the program since it launched last
summer and noted that he expected
the process to begin to move more
rapidly.

Homeowners approved for eleva-
tion grants through federally-funded
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program are
eligible to receive up to $30,000 in
reimbursement for costs associated
with lifting their properties.

The state Department of Environ-
mental Protection has submitted more
than 1,200 applications for elevation
grants to the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency for approval. The
state intends to help roughly 2,700
homeowners elevate their properties
through the program.


