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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Public-Private Partnership Yields
Strong School Bus Inspection Program

The start of every school year brings
with it a nervous excitement for new
learning opportunities, but also con-
cerns for student safety in and out of
the classroom. The New Jersey Mo-
tor Vehicle Commission (MVC)
shares in these sentiments by making
school bus safety a top priority.

By requiring that all school trans-
portation vehicles pass through a com-
prehensive inspection process and
that drivers meet specific, mandated
state and federal standards, the MVC
takes every step necessary to ensure
that all of New Jersey’s 24,000 stu-
dent transportation vehicles are mak-
ing the grade all year long.

But the MVC cannot do it alone.
The MVC, New Jersey school dis-
tricts and school bus companies must
be strong partners to guarantee stu-
dent safety.

The MVC’s School Bus Inspec-
tion Unit performs over 60,000 bi-
annual school vehicle inspections at
1,300 locations. This program exam-
ines 180 items on each and every
school bus, school vehicle, dual-pur-
pose vehicle and summer camp ve-
hicle in the state. However, there is
still a need for ongoing, committed
participation from the state’s school
districts and bus companies.

The MVC encourages school dis-
tricts and bus companies to be dili-
gent when it comes to performing
regular bus maintenance and in keep-
ing accurate and up-to-date vehicle
and driver records. It is also impera-
tive that only fully-qualified drivers
be permitted to get behind the wheel
of a school bus. This cooperative
partnership can play an invaluable
role in maintaining the safety of the
state’s school buses and those riding
in them.

At the completion of inspection,
school transportation vehicles can be
issued an approval; an out-of-service
rejection, which is issued for major
defects such as brakes and steering;
or a 30-day rejection, given for less
serious defects such as an item miss-
ing from the emergency kit or even a
burned-out light bulb.

Due to the MVC’s rigorous pro-
cess, an average of 48 percent of
vehicles are issued out-of-service re-
jections at initial inspection, while an
average of 13 percent are issued 30-
day rejections after corrective action
is taken and upon re-inspection, ap-
proximately 95 percent of vehicles
are approved. Results for school ve-
hicle inspections are contained in our
School Bus Report card and are avail-
able to the public at www.njmvc.gov.

In addition to the standard bi-an-
nual inspections, the MVC’s School

Bus Inspection Unit and the New
Jersey State Police, which together
make up the School Bus Safety Task
Force, also perform monthly, unan-
nounced inspections. These random
spot checks allow the MVC to keep
an eye on school bus fleets to see if
companies are performing routine
maintenance on their vehicles.

The MVC’s message is clear and
our partnership with school districts
and bus companies is strong. We are
working tirelessly in the name of
safety, and we hope this brings peace
of mind to parents as they wave
goodbye each morning.

Raymond Martinez, Chairman
NJ Motor Vehicle Commission

Delays Continue to Plague the
Garwood Athletic Field Project

Again, the Garwood Council learned last week
that the opening of the Athletic Field Complex
(AFC), being constructed on the borough’s Little
League Field, will be delayed. Lincoln School kids
will not be able to use the field for their fall sports
program. As of August 12, there was still no comple-
tion date for the project in sight.

The latest issue is standing water in the outfield of
the baseball field and on the basketball court, which
will necessitate re-grading of the field and resurfac-
ing of the basketball court. And the project as of last
week still waits for the arrival of interior and exterior
doors for the field house.

The project, first proposed over a decade ago, has
faced delays before. Contractor President Robert
Flanagan told the borough council in February that
the project has lost more than 200 days due to
weather, which included a delayed start of construc-
tion because of Hurricane Sandy in 2012, and delays
related to hazardous soil removal. The contaminated
soil was discovered during testing as was required
when Garwood secured state Green Acres funding
support.

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, the council, the contrac-
tor,  Flanagan Construction, and its subcontractors
need to get serious and bring this project to comple-
tion. Perhaps the project was too big for the little
town of 4,000 to manage efficiently. Those that

labeled it a “Complex” must have been right. Per-
haps it is just bad luck, or a sign of the times where
government bureaucracy and methods just can’t
seem to get things done.

We shake our heads when reminded that the Em-
pire State Building was built in one year.

Once completed, the project will consist of the
field house building with concession stand, deck,
bathrooms and meeting room, a multi-purpose play-
ing field, basketball court, playground, bocce ball
court and walking track.

In 2005, when Dennis McCarthy was mayor, the
borough had planned to build a community center,
but changed course as the project cost projections
were deemed too high. A subcommittee was formed
to look for less costly options. In July 2012, the
borough council approved bonding (borrowing
money) to finance the AFC after securing the Green
Acres funds and other grants for the project.

Concerns over how much the project would cost
the residents caused Mayor Quattrocchi to review
the project when she took office in 2011.

But continued delays such as the arrival of doors
and the lack of maintenance on the property has
caused weeds to sprout up.

We hope for a speedy and successful conclusion
(without overruns). Up to now, it’s hard to rate the
management and current situation as acceptable.

Fanwood Recycling Center Recycle
Rates Surpass Curbside’s Potential

Fanwood Councilman Dan
Levine’s letter in the August 29 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times summarized
four recycling options for the bor-
ough: (1) curbside pickup only, with
residents paying a vendor; (2) recy-
cling center only (our current sys-
tem); (3) curbside pickup funded by
property taxes; and (4) resident choice
between curbside and recycling cen-
ter. He said only the first two options
were viable, and urged future discus-
sion to focus on them.

I agree with Councilman Levine’s
suggestion to focus on the first two
options. But I question his claim that
between those two options, “There is
considerable uncertainty as to which
approach actually optimizes recycling
rates.” If by “recycling rates” he
means the amount of recyclable ma-
terial that is recycled, there should
not be any uncertainty.

At best, even the most efficient
curbside programs limit pick-up to
paper, metals, glass, and plastics.
Residents with curbside service who
support recycling have no choice but
to either throw all other potential
recyclables in their garbage, or wait
for the county’s occasional accep-
tance of each recyclable in other
towns.

Our Fanwood Recycling Center
(FRC) provides a convenient alterna-
tive. When we go there to drop off
required items, we can always bring
additional recyclables it accepts. The
range of those additional acceptable
items is astonishing:

Styrofoam, plastic bags, car batter-
ies, CDs and DVDs, used U.S. flags,
used engine oil,fabric and clothing,
printer toners and inkjet cartridges,

TVs, computers, printers, and tele-
phones *, compact fluorescent light
(CFL) bulbs and tubes *, hearing aid
and watch batteries *.

Those last three asterisked catego-
ries contain elemental and inorganic
mercury. When those items are col-
lected curbside, they can go to a
Rahway incinerator, which releases
their mercury into our air, and eventu-
ally our drinking water. The FRC,
however, contracts only with vendors
that remove mercury before incinera-
tion. (For a brief fact sheet about
mercury’s frightening effects on
health, visit the National Institutes of
Health’s National Library of Medi-
cine website, MedlinePlus (www/
nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus) and type
“002476” into its search box.)

Fanwood residents aren’t the only
people who bring optional recyclables
to the center. The FRC surveyed its
users and found people from 17 other
communities also visit it to drop off
their recyclables. That’s because many
people believe in the necessity of re-
cycling, and when they can recycle,
they do recycle. They choose the FRC
because it accepts a wider variety of
recyclables than any other operation
in the entire state!

There are debatable advantages and
disadvantages in convenience and cost
between the options of curbside
pickup and the recycling center. But I
do not understand how anyone could
be uncertain as to whether curbside
pickup recycling rates could approach
those achieved by our Fanwood Re-
cycling Center.

Marc Grobman
Fanwood

A Riot of Governmental and Financial
Misjudgment and Incompetence

Governmental capitalism does not
work! The collapse of the Revel in
Atlantic City shows that government
has no business getting involved in
private development.

The Revel was built at the astound-
ing cost of $2.4 billion. It closed just
a little over two years after its open-
ing. So bleak its future that there
were no buyers for it the second time
it entered bankruptcy. And no won-
der. It was hemorrhaging money! Said
David Rebuck, the director of the
Division of Gaming Enforcement,
“The casino appears to be burning
cash at an alarming rate.” (The Star-
Ledger, November 30, 2012)

Apparently Trenton was living in a
dream world. That neighboring states
would not permit gambling. That
Atlantic City would, of course, re-
main the capital of East Coast gam-
bling! That Atlantic City casino rev-
enues would not plummet from $5.7
billion in 2006 to $2.86 billion in
2013!

The Revel was mired in financial
difficulties from the outset. Morgan
Stanley the owner of 90 percent of
Revel Entertainment Group decided
in April 2010 to discontinue con-
struction and put its stake in Revel up
for sale. Morgan Stanley then walked
away from its $932 million invest-
ment.

Governor Christie on February 1,
2011 as part of his plan to revitalize
Atlantic City enthusiastically an-
nounced that the State of New Jersey
would invest $260 million in the Revel
in exchange for 20 percent of the
revenues over 20 years. (philly.com,
February 1, 2011). Revel Entertain-
ment Group on February 17, 2011
announced that it had completed a
$1.15 billion financing package that
would permit construction of the
Revel to resume.

The Revel lost $35 million in the
2nd quarter of 2012 and $37 million
in the third quarter of 2012. On Au-
gust 20, 2012 the Revel asked lenders
for a $100 million in credit.

And in early 2013, Standard and
Poor’s and Moody’s Investment Ser-
vices again downgraded Revel, re-
spectively to CC and Caa3. In effect,
junk bond status!

In November 2012 the Revel
warned federal regulators that Revel’s
growing debt of more than $1.3 bil-
lion could lead to the Revel’s bank-
ruptcy or even its foreclosure without
improved revenues.

The Revel was a deadbeat. Atlantic
City officials reported that the Revel
owed $12 million in property taxes
and threatened foreclosure! Unite

Here Local 54 reported the Revel
owed $51 million to contractors. On
February 19, 2013 the Revel filed
filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy pro-
tection and stated that the casino’s
value had dropped from $2.4 billion
to $450 million and would not be
profitable until 2017. On June 19,
2014 the Revel again filed for bank-
ruptcy, warning that without a buyer
it would close. The Revel on August
12, 2014 announced that it had not
found any buyers and would close
September 1, 2014.

The “Disclosure Statement for the
Joint Plan of Reorganization of Revel
AC, Inc. and its Debtor Affiliates
Pursuant to Chapter 11 of the Bank-
ruptcy Code” is not pleasant reading!
Making matters worse, New Jersey’s
pension system has invested $300
million with Chatham Asset Man-
agement the hedge fund that as a 28
percent majority share in the Revel!

Governor Christie was inexplica-
bly a most enthusiastic supporter of
the Revel. He neither understood why
the financial community was thumbs
down on the Revel nor the stark gam-
bling demographics!

The business of government is not
business whatever the level of gov-
ernment! In fact, governmental poli-
cies are among the major challenges
and hurdles for most any business!

Now for the personal experience
of my wife and me that explains in
large part why the very expensively
built Revel went bust and closed. We
stayed at the architecturally unique
but architecturally unfriendly Revel
last summer. The financially failing
hotel practically gave us the room!
Yes, our room on the top floor was
very modern and had a sweeping
view of Brigantine. But the lavish
hotel’s circular design is dreadful,
making it very difficult to find any-
thing, including the casino! And those
altitudinous escalators! And the two
eggs over for breakfast that did not
exactly cost $2. And the Revel being
at the bleak far end of the Atlantic
City boardwalk with not a store in
sight.

The noun “revel” comes from the
Old French “reveler” which means
“to make merry.” But “reveler” also
means “to be riotous” which is more
to the point. The Revel was a riot of
governmental and financial misjudg-
ment and incompetence that have
cost thousands of jobs, further added
to the state’s economic woes, and
tarnished the luster of New Jersey.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Labor Day Is About Working
Conditions, And Good Wages

As we enjoy time with our families
during this holiday weekend, it is
also important to remember what
Labor Day represents. It’s about the
struggle of people in this country to
have safe working conditions and
good wages. It’s about fighting for
things in New Jersey like Paid Family
Leave and an increase in the mini-
mum wage.

Organized labor has made signifi-
cant strides in the last century, which
we will proudly recognize during
Peter J. McGuire Day. And we also
recognize the contributions of
Paterson’s own Matthew Maguire.

But there is always more that can be
done. We can ensure equal work for
equal pay, raise the minimum wage
across the nation – not just in New
Jersey – and, we can keep the prom-
ise we made to workers that their
pensions will be there for them when
they retire. All of these things are not
only fair, but will continue to build on
the progress already made by work-
ing people in this country.

Summer went too fast, but the rest
of the year holds great promise for
New Jersey.

Steve Sweeney
NJ Senate President

What Is
Boardmanship?

I noted in the article (Westfield
Leader 8/28) regarding BOE goals
that the BOE (Board of Education) is
retaining a consultant to clarify roles
and responsibilities of board mem-
bers and boardmanship. It seems to
me that experienced board members
should be able to help new members
and that candidates should know their
roles before running for office.

How much will the consultant cost?
What is boardmanship? How about a
consultant to advise on how to present
a flat budget for at least one year?

Robert Tarte
Westfield
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NAIL SALONS ARE
EXPLOSIVE!

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Capercaillie – The Scotch wood

grouse
2. Tana – In India, a police station
3. Xeres – A sherry from Spain
4. Wlatsome – Disgusting; offensive

AMPULLACEOUS
1. Shaped like a bottle or inflated blad-

der
2. Possessing great speed; quickness
3. Obese; very overweight
4. Very loud, deafening

SIMBIL
1. A stork native to Africa
2. In fortification, a defense built in a

wide ditch
3. The coalfish
4. The harness of a weaver’s drawloom

HOLOSERICEOUS
1. Faith healing
2. Bad breath
3. Completely covered with minute

silky hairs
4. Aptitude for making fortunate dis-

coveries accidentally
WURLEY

1. Disheveled; rumpled
2. An Australian aboriginal hut
3. A helicopter
4. A basketmaker

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help


