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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANNUAL FESTIVAL...The St. Bart's Festival to benefit St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church and School and UNICO, the
Italian-American service organization, was held over Labor Day weekend in Scotch Plains. The four-day festival attracts
thousands of visitors who enjoy music, rides, games and great food.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KA-BOOM...An explosion occurred at the site of a building fire at a South
Avenue strip mall in Westfield on September 1. The blaze required the assistance
of 80 firefighters to get it under control.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PERFECT SHOT...Moms get in on the fun at the St. Bart's Festival to benefit St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church and School and UNICO, held Labor Day
weekend in Scotch Plains.

Fanwood OKs Revised Site
Plan For Community Access

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The planning
board last Wednesday approved an
application from Community Ac-
cess, an organization which pro-
vides housing for disabled persons,
to revise their site plan for the cor-
ner of Midway Avenue and Terrill
Road, in compliance with an order
by the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
(NJDEP).

The site plan for the building,
which would have 10 apartments
on three levels, was approved by
the board last year. The project,
said Stephen Hehl, the attorney for
Community Access, would also give
Fanwood credits toward affordable
housing and still be in compliance

with the borough’s master plan.
The need for the revised site plan

is that the NJDEP is requiring the
structure to be 15 feet away from an
underground twin pipe, which is 72
inches in diameter. The structure
will then be moved six feet. The
reason, said Mr. Hehl, is that room
must be provided in case the pipe
needs maintenance.

Planning Board Chairman Dale
Flowers said the board of health,
police department and the depart-
ment of public works have no ob-
jections. Matthew Juckes of the
borough’s environmental commit-
tee said even though it entails mov-
ing several trees the committee also
had no objection. Mr. Hehl said
there is no change in Community
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SP-F BOE Reviews Summer
Improvements to Schools

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — As a new
school year is once again starting,
members of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education (BOE) last
Thursday discussed the upcoming
year and the updates for the district in
the 2014-2015 year.

BOE Facilities Committee Chair-
man Douglas Layne gave a report on
the buildings and maintenance
projects that have been finished this
past summer.

Mr. Layne reported that there was
new roofing work done on the Ever-
green Elementary School and new
boiler installation in the Brunner El-
ementary School. He noted that Park
Middle School has new lockers and
Terrill Middle School has 804 new
gym lockers.

He also said the house next to Terrill
was recently demolished as the prop-
erty is now owned by the district. He
added that there was a new parking
lot running from Park Middle and
connecting to the School One El-
ementary School.

Mr. Layne noted that the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School gym
was recently repurposed and that there
was a new science lab at the high
school. “I am here to tell you that the
new lab is spectacular,” he stated.

Mr. Layne concluded by thanking
the in-house custodial staff, saying
that in some cases of the updates, “in-
house” custodial workers were able
to do some plumbing and electrical
work, saving the district money.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
added that, “Mr. Layne’s report is a
shining example of how we use our
tax money responsibly and not bond-
ing. We pay as we go and do not incur
any additional debt.”

Other new facilities projects that
were unanimously approved by board
members at last week’s meeting in-
cluded the disposal of old stage light-
ing at the high school and of the
transportation radio system at the
board of education office, replace-
ment of sidewalks and curbing at the
administration building, Brunner,
Coles Elementary School and Terrill,
and a fire alarm upgrade at the high
school.

The board also unanimously ap-
proved the purchase and installation
of laboratory furnishings and equip-
ment for a second science lab to be
renovated at the high school.

Fanwood resident Ed Minall said
he had some concerns for the facili-
ties behind the McGinn School, not-
ing a ponding area that can get deep
and bring mosquitos and posing a
hazard to children if they fell into it.
He also noted that the ramps at
McGinn were not ADA (Americans
with Disabilities Act) compliant.

Deborah Saridaki, business admin-
istrator for the district, noted that
they would look into the ponding
area and that as each ramp needs to be
replaced in the district they are made
to be ADA compliant. She noted that
at the time they were installed they
were compliant, but that as the regu-
lations were updated, the specifica-
tions changed.

Board member Jeanne Cleary read
the updates for the BOE Curriculum
Committee for the 2014-2015 school
year, which included most subject
areas throughout the district. Ms.
Cleary noted that the district curricu-
lum had a “strong educational base”
and she thanked the teachers and
supervisors for their hard work over
the summer.

Two Village Plaza Businesses
In WF Destroyed By Fire

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Eighty
firefighters from nine towns assisted
Westfield firefighters in extinguish-
ing a four-alarm fire late Monday
morning in the Village Plaza strip
mall at 1004 to 1008 South Avenue
on the Scotch Plains border.

The fire caused damage to five of
the seven businesses in the mall,
located on the 1000 block of South
Avenue, destroying two of them.
The mall was home to La Casa
Pizzeria, Salon South, Racquets
Etc., Village Plaza, JK Nail, Karate
‘N’ Motion and Westwood Clean-
ers.

Fire Chief Dan Kelly told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the fire call came in at 11:24 a.m.
with firefighters arriving on the
scene within four minutes.

“The fire quickly escalated to four
alarms. (There was) heavy fire
showing in the Karate ‘N’ Motion
in the rear of the building and fire in
the rear of the nail salon,” Chief
Kelly said.

With a news crew from CBS

Channel 2 on the scene filming the
blaze, a sudden explosion caused a
fireball over the stores, knocking
two firefighters to the ground. Chief
Kelly told The Times that both
firefighters, who were with the Lin-
den Fire Department, were treated
and released at a nearby hospital.
Chief Kelly said another half-dozen
firefighters were treated for heat
exhaustion at the scene.

Both Union County Emergency
Medical Services and the Westfield
Rescue Squad were on the scene.

Chief Kelly said the fire was un-
der control by 1:30 p.m.

The chief said the nail salon and
karate business were both destroyed
as the fire caused their roof to cave
in over the businesses. Both estab-
lishments sustained heavy fire and
structural damage.

The pizzeria, tennis racket busi-
ness and salon sustained smoke
damage. “I would say that those
businesses, hopefully, would be
open in two weeks,” Chief Kelly
told The Times. “But for the clean-
ers and the other two establishments,
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Scotch Plains Fails to Reopen
Capital Bond Ord. Discussion
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday turned aside a
bid by Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella to re-open discussions on a
revised capital bond ordinance.

In May and again in July, the council
twice failed to garner enough votes to
pass the $1.5-million bond ordinance
to fund a variety of purchases including
new equipment for the public works
and recreation departments and new
police vehicles and also finance envi-
ronmental studies and initial
remediation at the former Terry-Lou
Zoo property and initial clean-up of the
pond at Brookside Park as well as pay
for a new heating and air conditioning

system at the library.
At the end of the council’s confer-

ence workshop meeting on Tuesday —
just prior to its adjournment — Mrs.
Gialanella, backed by Mayor Kevin
Glover, asked that Township Manager
Jerry Giaimis meet with the township
bond counsel to draft a revised capital
bond ordinance “to ensure the safety
and security of residents.” Mrs.
Gialanella pointed to the library’s
HVAC system and police and fire de-
partment needs as items needing to be
funded.

But Councilman William Vastine
chastised Mrs. Gialanella for waiting
until September — “eight months into
this process” — to speak about a re-
vised ordinance. In May and July, Mrs.

Gialanella joined the mayor, the other
council Democrat, in voting against
enacting the ordinance due to objec-
tions to some of the proposed funding
proposals. During both of those votes,
the three council Republicans criticized
the two Democrats for not raising ob-
jections or concerns with the items
slated to be funded during the winter
and spring months preceding the for-
mal vote.

Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus on
Tuesday said the issue of a revised
ordinance was not on the meeting’s
agenda and added that the council was
not aware that Mrs. Gialanella was
going to bring up the matter.

Mr. Giaimis called Mrs. Gialanella’s
move “a surprise attempt at a so-called
compromise that only supports the
items that the minority feels are politi-
cally sensitive.” He told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he “didn’t
find anything genuine about the re-
quest from the minority of council,
given the fact that they could have
easily requested it as an agenda item so
everyone in attendance could be pre-
pared.” He repeated his opposition to a
bond ordinance that, “includes only
politically-sensitive cherry-picked
items.” He also criticized the mayor
and Mrs. Gialanella, saying that, “as
has been the case since January, if
[they] chose to express their so-called
opposition, all of this obstruction could
have been avoided.”

The other point of contention on
Tuesday involved a legal opinion by
Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer that
the council does not need to cast a
formal vote to approve the biweekly
bill list submitted by the township man-
ager. For years, approval of the bill list
— an ex post facto listing of all invoices
paid by the municipal government in
the weeks prior to the council’s meet-
ing — was a routine affair that took no
more than a minute.

Last month, during discussion of the
bill list, Mayor Glover had inquired
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SHERIFF CANDIDATE...Union County Republican Chairman Glenn Mortimer,
right, shakes hands with Michael Ince, who will be the GOP candidate for Union
County sheriff. Mr. Ince was a Clark police officer prior to an over 24 year career
as a special agent with the FBI. See storyon page 10.

Fanwood Council Considers
Carriage House, Rec. Concerns

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough
council on Tuesday received a pre-
sentation regarding restorations to
the Carriage House.

Adam Kois and Maria Wenger
Kois, of the Fanwood firm Wenger
Kois Architecture and Design, pre-
sented their proposal for a main
façade replacement for the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center, also
known to residents as the Carriage
House. Wenger Kois provided a
previous upgrade to the exterior
finish and doors on another side of
the building in 2013.

The Carriage House is the last

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

remaining structure from what was
once the Homestead Hotel. The rest
of the former hotel’s grounds are
now the site of Fanwood’s munici-
pal complex, but the Carriage House
still stands and functions as a venue
for poetry, music, and arts events.

Wenger Kois had been facing a
conundrum. They wanted to save
the building’s historical barn doors,

but could not find an aesthetically
pleasing way to place them on the
outside of the building. Luckily,
while Mr. Kois, who also serves as
president for Fanwood’s volunteer
Historic Preservation Committee,
was researching in Fanwood’s pho-
tographic archives, he found evi-
dence that the doors had actually


