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Claim Free Bonus gives you up to 5% back, applied to your next renewal bill, if you go through your annual policy period 
without a claim. Features are optional. Subject to terms, conditions and availability.  Allstate New Jersey Property & 
Casualty Insurance Co., Bridgewater, NJ © 2012 Allstate Insurance Co.

HOME INSURANCE
WITH WAYS TO SAVE 
BUILT RIGHT IN

NEW ALLSTATE HOUSE & HOME
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One agency for all your insurance needs.

Ron Bansky & Associates
908-301-0711

Ask me about the Claim-Free Bonus.
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Photo courtesy of anonymous
BUCKAROO...A buck dove into the Cranford Orange Avenue pool last week.
The deer almost landed on a senior citizen doing laps. The deer got out and then
ran onto the playground.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NEW SCHOOL RESOURCE…Detective Matthew Nazzaro and  Police Chief
James Wozniak of the Cranford Police Department talk to The Westfield Leader
about the new school resource officer who will be present in Cranford schools for
the first time this year. Det. Nazzaro was selected as the school resource officer.

FUTURE ASTRONAUTS…Rachael and Jonathan Eicholz of Garwood enjoy
The Westfield Leader while visiting the Shuttle Atlantis at the Kennedy Space
Center in Florida on August 11.

Photo courtesy of Rachel Manzo
TRE SORELLE...This June, Mary, Natalie and Alice Manzo went on a family
vacation to a small Italian island off the coast of Gaeta called Ventotene and
brought The Westfield Leader. The island is the home of their great-grandparents
and is a little over half a square mile with a population of 708 people.

COMMEMORATIVE TRIP...Jacie and Arnie Civins, of Evalyn Dunn Gallery,
Westfield, display The Westfield Leader at Giverny, Claude Monet's home.  They
were touring during a trip commemorating 100 years of World War I and World
War II, visiting sites in Bosnia, France and Belgium.

ginning. For that reason, Cornerstone
has been accepting increasing num-
bers of middle-school students, and
now seeks to open a separate facility at
1121 Bristol Road, adjacent to its cur-
rent building at 1101 Bristol Road. The
new facility will serve only middle-
school students.

Cornerstone’s application for a
change in tenancy and a site plan ap-
peared to require several variances.
The first was for a use variance, since
the location of the school is in a light
industrial, rather than a school zone.
Early in the proceedings, the board
realized that a recently passed ordi-
nance that specifically allows educa-
tional facilities in the light industrial
zone would make that use variance
unnecessary. Other variances in-
cluded a variance for mixed use, since
the building of Cornerstone’s new
facility also houses a warehouse with
eight employees, and a variance for
parking spaces. Though the 44 park-
ing spaces available are more than
ample for the small group of employ-
ees who will work at the facility, a
zoning law requires 51 parking
spaces, based on the square footage of
the lot. The board also expressed con-
cerns about traffic flow during drop-off
and pick-up procedures at the school
and some reservations about the strain
on municipal services that might be
occasioned by calls to 9-1-1 for dis-
tressed students.

During discussion of these various
matters, Mr. Chadwick, the board’s

planning expert, interjected to observe
that because the two facilities share
management, and because coordina-
tion between the two facilities comes
into play when vans pick up and drop
off students at both locations, the two
buildings should have both been listed
as “in combination of use.” The public
notices posted, however, related only
to the new facility and did not include
reference to any shared operations be-
tween Cornerstone’s existing facility
and the new building.

“You’ve got a whole slew of wit-
nesses and this very professional pre-
sentation, but even I know that if we
don’t get it all in the notice, we’ve got
problems,” said Mr. Chadwick. “I just
don’t want to get all the way through
this and find out at the 11th hour that,
wait a minute, we should have talked
about this in the first place.” Mr.
Loughlin, the board’s attorney, joked
that the literal hour of 11 o’clock was,
indeed, approaching, but he concurred
with Mr. Chadwick’s analysis.

Despite objections from
Cornerstone’s representation, the board
concluded that a revised hearing would
have to be held next month. “I think
we’ve gotta start again,” Mr. Loughlin
said. Although none of the testimony
heard could be preserved in the official
record, the board agreed that testimony
at the revised hearing could be offered
in what Mr. Chadwick called a
“Reader’s Digest version.”

The next board meeting will be held
on Tuesday, September 23, at 7:30 p.m.
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Mountainside Zone. Bd.

SUNFLOWERS...At the Westfield Farmers’ Market, Kim Sokol is about to pedal
home last week with sunflowers and produce secured.
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WF Council

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
NERDS RULE…The Nerds entertain the crowd at the final Union County
Summer Arts Festival concert on August 27, held at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

Greg Kasko once again came before
the town council asking if the
Westfield police officers who volun-
teered to assist Hoboken in a Super
Bowl-related event earlier this year
were paid.

“Again, they were not paid,” Mayor
Skibitsky said.

Mr. Kasko said he was subpoenaed
by the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office to find out who his sources
are. He also alleged that an investiga-
tion is underway.

“I am not aware of any investiga-
tion. I spoke to the [police] chief
[David Wayman] and he is not aware
of an investigation,” Town Attorney
Russell Finestein said.

GOP Picks Michael Ince
As Candidate for Sheriff

COUNTY — Union County Re-
publican Chairman Glenn Mortimer
has announced that Michael Ince will
be the Republican candidate for
county sheriff. Democrat Joseph
Cryan has been serving as the acting
sheriff since the death of long-time
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich in July.

Mr. Mortimer stated, “The posi-
tion of sheriff is far too important to
be just another political position. It
is a dangerous world out there. For
this reason our committee was de-
termined to find the best qualified
candidate for the job. That person is
Michael Ince. Mr. Ince was a Clark,
N.J. police officer prior to an over
24-year career as a special agent
with the FBI. His record in home-
land security matters and crime fight-
ing is stellar. I truly hope that the
Democrats also put forth a candidate
with solid law enforcement creden-
tials.”

Mr. Ince was born and raised in
Union County, growing up in Clark,
and then residing in Westfield for a
lengthy period before moving to

Garwood recently. Mr. Ince holds an
undergraduate degree from Montclair
State University and graduate degrees
from both Seton Hall University and
Montclair State University. Mr. Ince is
also a graduate of the Union County
Police Academy and the FBI Acad-
emy at Quantico, Va.

Mr. Ince said he looks forward to
meeting with the residents of Union
County over the next two months
prior to the election, and discussing
how his experience would be a valu-
able asset to the Union County
Sheriff’s Office.

SP Council Fails to Reopen
Capital Bond Ord. Discussion

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for TheWestfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday turned aside
a bid by Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella to re-open discussions on
a revised capital bond ordinance.

In May and again in July, the coun-
cil twice failed to garner enough
votes to pass the $1.5-million bond
ordinance to fund a variety of pur-
chases including new equipment for
the public works and recreation de-
partments and new police vehicles
and also finance environmental stud-
ies and initial remediation at the
former Terry-Lou Zoo property and
initial clean-up of the pond at
Brookside Park as well as pay for a
new heating and air conditioning
system at the library.

At the end of the council’s confer-
ence workshop meeting on Tuesday
— just prior to its adjournment —
Mrs. Gialanella, backed by Mayor
Kevin Glover, asked that Township
Manager Jerry Giaimis meet with
the township bond counsel to draft a
revised capital bond ordinance “to
ensure the safety and security of
residents.” Mrs. Gialanella pointed
to the library’s HVAC system and
police and fire department needs as
items needing to be funded.

But Councilman William Vastine
chastised Mrs. Gialanella for wait-
ing until September — “eight months
into this process” — to speak about
a revised ordinance. In May and
July, Mrs. Gialanella joined the
mayor, the other council Democrat,
in voting against enacting the ordi-
nance due to objections to some of
the proposed funding proposals. Dur-
ing both of those votes, the three
council Republicans criticized the two
Democrats for not raising objections
or concerns with the items slated to
be funded during the winter and spring
months preceding the formal vote.

Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus on
Tuesday said the issue of a revised
ordinance was not on the meeting’s
agenda and added that the council
was not aware that Mrs. Gialanella
was going to bring up the matter.

Mr. Giaimis called Mrs.
Gialanella’s move “a surprise at-
tempt at a so-called compromise that
only supports the items that the mi-
nority feels are politically sensitive.”
He told The Westfield Leader that he,
“didn’t find anything genuine about
the request from the minority of
council, given the fact that they could

have easily requested it as an agenda
item so everyone in attendance could
be prepared.” He repeated his oppo-
sition to a bond ordinance that “in-
cludes only politically-sensitive
cherry-picked items.” He also criti-
cized the mayor and Mrs. Gialanella,
saying that, “as has been the case
since January, if [they] chose to ex-
press their so-called opposition, all
of this obstruction could have been
avoided.”

The other point of contention on
Tuesday involved a legal opinion by
Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer
that the council does not need to cast
a formal vote to approve the bi-
weekly bill list submitted by the
township manager. For years, ap-
proval of the bill list — an ex post
facto listing of all invoices paid by
the municipal government in the
weeks prior to the council’s meeting
— was a routine affair that took no
more than a minute.

Last month, during discussion of
the bill list, Mayor Glover had in-
quired why full payment had been
made to the company installing the
Brookside Park pavilion when work
on that structure has been stalled
since late June. Mr. Giaimis seemed
to imply that the council was free to
ask questions about items included
in the bill list, but could not vote
down the bill list because payments
had already been made.

Mr. Lehrer this week backed that
viewpoint, which led to the mayor
skeptically inquiring why Mr. Lehrer
had spent taxpayer money research-
ing a matter that, until now, had
never been an issue — even pointing
to the years when Mr. Lehrer had
first served as township attorney
from 2010 through 2012. Mr. Lehrer,
besides promising the mayor that he
would not bill the township for his
research on the issue, objected to
what he felt was Mr. Glover’s char-
acterization of his legal finding as
being politically motivated.

Mrs. Gialanella asked that the
council request Mr. Lehrer to re-
search and propose amendments to
local ordinances that would allow
the council to have more formal in-
put on expenditures and “feel they’re
being fiscally responsible,” a move
that was voted down by a party-line
3-to-2 vote.

Mr. Giaimis said such amendments
could mean that “every purchase
would have to be approved” by the
council. Councilman Vastine was
more pointed, telling the council
Democrats that they should “go back
to school and get a master’s degree in
public administration,” after which
they could serve as municipal man-
ager. Referring to the council, he said
that “we don’t run the township’s
day-to-day business” under the coun-
cil-manager form of government.
Councilman Llewellyn Jones also
opposed the idea, jokingly saying
that it could lead to a situation where
the council would have to meet to
approve the emergency purchase of
toilet paper for restroom facilities at
township parks.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Glover announced that the township
would mark the anniversary of the
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks
with a remembrance service on Thurs-
day, September 11, at 7 p.m. at Alan
Augustine Village Green.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Plan. Bd.
portico at 88 Hunter Avenue at the
South Avenue corridor was can-
celled.

The next regular meeting of the
planning board will be Monday,
September 15, at 7:30 p.m. at the
municipal building located at 75
North Martine Avenue.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
ANNUAL FESTIVAL...A good time was had by all at the St. Bart's Festival to
benefit St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church and School and UNICO, the Italian-
American service organization, held over Labor Day weekend in Scotch Plains.


