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Four Cranford Candidates
Square Off on Local Issues

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A debate was held
Thursday for two open seats on
the Cranford Township Commit-
tee. Republican incumbents
Mayor Andis Kalnins and Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato and Demo-
cratic candidates Robert
Salvatore and Brian McCarthy
answered questions posed by
Cranford residents who attended
the debate at the municipal build-
ing and asked by moderator Dawn
Clarke of the League of Women
Voters.

Each candidate began the de-
bate with a three-minute open-
ing remark period, followed by a
question-and-answer period and
finalized with a two-minute clos-
ing statement.

On the issue of controlling taxes,
Mr. Salvatore and Mr. McCarthy
said taxes last year were offset
by surplus and they had con-
cerns about depleting those
funds. Mr. Salvatore and Mr.
McCarthy also said the surplus
was put in place prior to their
opponents being voted into of-
fice.

“What I would like to do is not
spend unwisely,” Mr. Salvatore
said.

Ms. Adubato, who has served
as finance commissioner with Mr.
Kalnins, said hiring a full-time

chief financial officer has helped
to control taxes as well as she
and Mr. Kalnins working closely
with the officer and the township
administrator. In her opening re-
marks, Ms. Adubato said,
“Cranford this year had the low-
est tax increase of all municipali-
ties in Union County. Our munici-
pal tax increase this year was 0.5
percent, which translates to about
$4 per household.”

Mr. McCarthy said fellow Demo-
crat Commissioner Tom Hannen,
Jr. was “at the forefront of put-
ting the full-time CFO into posi-
tion.”

Ms. Adubato rebutted, asking
her opponents, “With all due re-
spect to Commissioner Hannen,
and he is not running tonight,
and it is only fair to voters that
you talk about your accomplish-
ments and how you would move
forward with the town.”

Mr. Kalnins said, “We decreased
the use of surplus.” He added
that the township had successful
negotiations with unions this
year.

On where to allocate the re-
serve funds, Mr. Kalnins and Ms.
Adubato looked to improving
roads, while Mr. McCarthy and
Mr. Salvatore looked to flood
mitigation and road improve-
ments.

In regards to specific flood miti-
gation plans, all candidates sup-
ported moving forward with get-
ting approvals for funding the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
study and work to complete the
flood mitigation plans the Corps
has specified.

Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Salvatore
said the Rahway River in Cranford
needs to be desilted. They said
there is $200,000 set aside for
desilting that is unused.

Mr. Kalnins rebutted that
desilting took place last year at
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GARWOOD – Candidates for
borough council faced off at The
Pointe condominium complex like
their mayoral counterparts, but
without much of the rancor of the
debate between the executive
hopefuls.

Both incumbent Democrats
Sara Todisco and Lou Petruzzelli
and Republican challengers Tina
Simitz and Carol Kearney faced
awkward questions and moments
at the October 23 forum, defend-
ing previous votes or campaign
statements and at times even
agreeing with one another.

The format was similar to the
mayoral event a week earlier,
with the candidates taking turns
responding to previously sub-
mitted questions and eventually
from the floor.

Ms. Todisco, a social studies

teacher in Chatham, and Mr.
Petruzzelli, owner of an electrical
contracting business, were put
on the defensive with the first
question when debate modera-
tor and Pointe communications
chairman William Connolly re-
ferred to the still uncompleted
Athletic Field Complex (AFC) as a
“$3-million embarrassment.”

Both rejected the characteriza-
tion, with Mr. Petruzzelli essen-
tially blaming the 18-month
completion delay on the contrac-
tor, Flanagan Construction, and
rules that require the govern-
ment accept the lowest bidder.

“I don’t think it’s an embar-
rassment at all,” said Mr.
Petruzzelli, the council’s liaison
on the project.

Ms. Todisco similarly defended
her vote for the AFC, which she
said she considers a “recreation
complex” since it will be avail-

able to everyone, from children
to senior citizens.

“Although I am proud to say I
support the project, I can say
that I’m completely frustrated
by the delays as residents are, as
Councilman Petruzzelli is as liai-
son, and I just want this done,”
she said.

Mrs. Simitz criticized the deci-
sion to not put such an expendi-
ture out for a voter referendum,
calling it over budget from the
initial cost projection of $2.1
million in 2007 and blaming it for
increasing the borough’s debt 66
percent.

Ms. Todisco disputed the phrase
“over budget,” saying “things
change” and also saying the AFC
was 36 percent of the borough’s
debt.

Ms. Kearney, the owner of a
travel agency, and Mrs. Simitz, a
marketing executive, had their
own uneasy moment shortly
thereafter when Mr. Connolly had
them address the split among
the Garwood Republicans, ask-
ing why they were not campaign-
ing together as a team.

Mrs. Simitz noted she has
worked with Republican mayoral
hopeful Sal Piarulli and deferred
to Ms. Kearney to explain her
campaign.

“I made it very clear from day
one that I was going to run my
own campaign,” Ms. Kearney
said. “I did not want to be tied to
anyone.

“I am an independent thinker
and again I do not like to be tied
to anyone,” she said.

Ms. Kearney ran with incum-
bent Mayor Pat Quattrocchi and
Richard Dolan as “regular” Re-
publicans in the June Primary.
Both Ms. Kearney and Mr. Dolan
ran unopposed, while Mr. Piarulli,

CELEBRATION…Crunch Garwood celebrated its second anniversary this
past week. Pictured, from left to right, are: Chris Domenic, general manager;
Paul Kornegray, assistant general manager; Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi;
Chris Devine, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
chairman, and Carol Kearney, GWACC vice-president. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGECONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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