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made great adjustments and in
the second half we started play-
ing harder and shedding blocks,”
Christiano said.

“Their offense is definitely
tough, because the backfield is
like spinning. You never want to
look in the backfield,” Schetelich
said. “Offense motivates defense
and defense motivates offense.
Whenever one gets going, we
are good.”

“The first half we didn’t play our
hardest. The second half we came
out on fire and did our assign-
ments, which is what we did all
week. Just do what we were told
to do and did it. It really showed
in the second half,” Scanlon said.

Trotter returned another Ter-
rier punt to the Del. Val. 39 then
four plays later more holes
opened and Christiano dashed
25 yards for the TD with 5:22 left
in the third quarter. The point
after was good.

A solid tackle by Cougar line-

backer Niko Cappello stopped the
Terriers on fourth down at their
own 40. On the fourth play,
Schetelich slit 10 yards for the
TD. Christiano’s two-point run-
ning conversion made the score
22-10 with :23.1 left in the quar-
ter.

The Terriers’ next possession
was anything but fun for them
when Trotter delivered a nine-
yard sack then defensive back
Ryan Bakie recovered a fumble
at the Del Val. 44. On the fourth
play, Schetelich hit Christiano in
the left corner for and 18-yard
TD reception. The point after
failed.

Trailing 28-10, the Terriers were
forced into a desperation mode
and had to shift to a passing
game. It did work once when
tight end Najee Hudgins grabbed
a 16-yard pass in the end zone.

The two-point conversion was
successful and the lead was cut
to 10 points, but not for long.
After Cougar Jake Matthews re-
covered on onside kick at the

Cranford 47, Christiano scooted
31 yards, Schetelich ran for 13
yards then Christiano found an-
other hole for his 10-yard TD
with 2:34 remaining.

“The whole offensive linemen,
Kevin McNeil, Nick Ballas, Will
Fries, Kevin Doran, Colin Scanlon
and Mike Bellrose all did a great
job of blocking. Outside, Joe
Norton, Donte Anderson and Eric
Donahue! The whole team did a
great job of blocking. I get the
credit, but they do a great job of
setting me up,” Christiano said.

The Terriers made one last at-
tempt to score. Donnelly gunned
a long pass down field. The re-
ceiver and Christiano went up
and tipped the ball. Christiano
located it and made the intercep-
tion with seconds remaining.

“Me and the other kid tipped it
at the same time, and I tried to
find the ball and I came up with
it,” Christiano said.

The Cougars will travel up to
Berkeley Heights this Saturday,
November 1, to face Governor
Livingston at 1 p.m.
Delaware Valley   7   3   0   8 18
Cranford   0   0 22 13 35

Cranford Cougar Gridders Awaken in 2nd Half, Muzzle Delaware Valley Terriers, 35-18
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