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BABIS BANGS WINNER ON BRAUSE’S CORNER KICK

Raiders Top Blue Devils, 1-0
In UCT Girls Soccer Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two numbers evenly divisible by
13 proved to be good luck when junior
Sophie Brause, No. 26, slanted a cor-
ner kick into a swarm of humanity and
junior Caroline Babis, No. 13, headed
the ball past goalkeeper Lizzie Brucia
to give the top-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team a 1-0 victory over the fifth-seeded
Westfield Blue Devils in the semifinal
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) at AL Johnson Field in
Clark on October 25.

The 15-0-2 Raiders will face the
Union Farmers, who defeated Gover-
nor Livingston in the other semifinal,
for the UCT championship at Kean
University in Union on Sunday, No-

vember 2, at 6 p.m.
The Raiders applied more pressure

than the Blue Devils in both halves,
out-shooting them 5-2 in the first half
and 5-1 in the second. Blue Devil
keeper Keira Loftus made five saves
in the scoreless first half. Lizzie Brucia
took over in the second half and made
three saves. Raider keeper Andrea
Leitner made three saves.

After the UCT seedings came out,
there had been some question as to
how Westfield received the fifth seed
and some other team that they had
beaten earlier in the season actually
received a higher seed.

“Going into this game, we were
excited, because we had nothing to
lose. The girls are obviously angry at
the county for seeding us fifth. We

would love to play Scotch Plains in
the finals, of course, but we have to
play them either way,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Alex Schmidt said.

“We even said it. Westfield is our
rival. We always look to face them in
the final, but Union is a huge com-
petitor as well, so we are looking
forward to that,” Babis said.

Throughout the game, the Blue
Devils were trying to figure out how
to handle the speed and agility of
Raider senior Tori Baliatico and the
powerful kick of sophomore Chris-
tina Rodgers. On a number of occa-
sions, Baliatico correctly anticipated
and intercepted Blue Devil throw-ins
and redirected in the Raiders’ favor.

“We were just trying to deal with
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CURRY RUSHES FOR 233 YARDS, SCORES 3 TOUCHDOWNS

Curry, ‘O’ Line Deliver, 31-24,
WF Win Over No. Hunterdon

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The wild ride of the 2014 Westfield
High School football team appeared
to have crested on October 18 with
the surreal last-second victory over
Immaculata. Coming on the heels of
a last-minute win over Ridge, one
might’ve thought the team had used
up all its last-minute thrills.

But coach Jim DeSarno’s boys ap-
parently are not done. On October 24
in Clinton Township, before a huge
Homecoming crowd, the Blue Devils
rode a near-record performance by
junior Jack Curry, a quietly effective
job by the offensive line, some clutch
kicking by sophomore Mike Moriarty,
and a couple of clutch passes by Zach
Kelly to post a 31-24 victory over
North Hunterdon.

The obvious heroes of the game
was the offensive line – junior Erik
Swanson, junior Tom Morley, center
Jeff Felter, junior Tim Norris and
senior Nick Costa, along with tight
end Chris Boutsikaris and fullback
Nick Buontempo – which created the
holes that allowed the backs to run for
267 yards, with another 70-plus ne-
gated by penalties that seemed to
come whenever one team (Westfield)
had a nice gain.

“When they stacked the box, I
looked for the cutback, when they
started coming on the outside we
went through the middle,” said Curry,
who finished with 233 yards rushing
on 29 carries.

Moriarty recovered from a missed
31-yard field goal attempt that hit the
left upright in the first period, to nail
all four PATs and also hit a critical 34-
yard field goal with 7:34 left to tie the
game at 24. That came after a Jack
Simcox touchdown had been called
back by a holding penalty, followed
two plays later by a horse-collar tackle
penalty against North – which got
waved off as a no-call.

“It was a very sloppy game,” WHS
coach DeSarno said. “Exciting, and
we’ll take it. But very sloppy.”

He might have said sloppily offici-
ated, but took the high road.

Curry took center stage on the final
drive, after the defense forced a punt
– followed, of course, by a 10-yard
Westfield penalty on the return – and
Westfield took over on its 37 with
5:22 remaining. An 11-play drive
covered the 63 yards, with Curry car-
rying six times, Simcox three and

Kelly, in his first varsity start, hitting
Boutsikaris with two key first down
conversions, one on fourth-and-four
for six yards, the second on third-
and-four for seven yards. Curry took
it around right end for the final 13
yards, and his third touchdown of the
game.

“It was all the O-line,” the junior
said. “All five of them. And Nick.
They were unbelievable. They just
opened it up, and I ran through it.
Coach felt I was in a rhythm, and I
guess he was right.”

“Curry is fast and explosive,”
DeSarno said.

When it was finally over, Curry
had earned a spot in some amazing
company, despite losing around 60
yards to penalties. Only Butch
Woolfolk (253, vs. Montclair 1977),
Bob Wolfgang (251, vs. Springfield
1958) and Doug Murphy (248, vs.
Berkeley Heights 1966) ever ran for
more yards in a game for Westfield.
(Note: Murphy took his handoffs that
day from current WHS teacher Bob
Brewster).

Trailing Curry now in the “200
Yard Club” are Kevin Bonner, Shaq
Glasco, Rudy Brown, Glen Kehler,
Lee Gallman, Eugene Rawles, Drew
Viglianti, Malcolm Allen, Ricardo
Johnson and A.J. Murray.

“My position coach (Owen Brand)
played in the same backfield with
Woolfolk, so I knew his name,” Curry
said. “(Brand) just told me to stop
thinking so much and run the ball, so
that’s what I did. I’ve always pre-
ferred playing offense, not defense. I
like scoring and running the ball.”

Had Curry ever had a better game?
“I’ve been playing ever since fourth

grade and I don’t think so,” he said,
adding, “maybe against Perth Amboy
back in the sixth grade.”

The way the game started should
have been an indication of how it
might end – crazily. Sid Douglas made
a nice 40-yard return of the opening
kickoff to the Westfield 46. But on
first down the center snap came when
Kelly wasn’t ready for it, and was
recovered by North Hunterdon on the
Westfield 30. That led eventually to a
25-yard field goal. A Kelly-to-Curry
pass for 32 yards quickly set Westfield
up at the North 28, and Curry had a
20-yard burst to the 5 but his touch-
down run was erased by the first of
several “block in the back” penalties,
and Moriarty’s field goal clanged off

the post.
After a 78-yard pass set North up at

the Westfield 2, quarterback Ryan
McDonald sneaked it over on third
down and it was 10-0 North.

Curry’s 37-yard scamper to the
North 38 opened the second quarter
and he later had a 17-yarder to set up
a seven-yard Kelly-to-Buontempo
touchdown.

Curry next had a 41-yard run to the
North 1 called back due to another
penalty, but sophomore Mike Varano
ran for 17 on the next play as Curry
got a rest and Simcox rumbled for 11
more, setting up Curry’s first score
with 4:19 left in the half.

North (4-3) then put together its
best drive of the game, with McDonald
connecting with Matt Schaedel for
29 yards into Westfield territory, and
then Schaedel out-leaped Brett
Robertshaw for a 20-yard touchdown.

“(McDonald) is a special kind of
player,” DeSarno said.

The second half was mostly
Westfield (4-2) playing pound-and-
ground. Curry ran sweeps to both
sides, off tackle, straight dives and
counters. Kelly, who last week against
Immaculata, had lit up the second
half with his passes, was content to
hand the ball off. He just threw the
ball when needed, which happened
on a third-and-17 midway in the final
period when he found Sean Elliott for
19 yards. That drive ended in
Moriarty’s clutch field goal.

“This is great,” Curry said. “There’s
nothing better than beating a team on
their field and at their Homecoming.”

Forgotten for the moment were
the penalties, the arm tackles, the
potential sacks that had become huge
gains. A win is still a win. Now it’s
on to Friday’s game at Watchung
Hills, which is currently 2-4. The
teams have met three times, with
Westfield winning the last two in
2010 and ’11.

“They are always a tough oppo-
nent,” DeSarno said. “We put our-
selves in a hole at 1-2 and we’ve just
been going a game at a time.”

Westfield jumped from eighth to
fourth in power points with the win.
Westfield has 76 power points and
leads No. 5 Bridgewater by three
points and No. 6 North Hunterdon by
seven points, and has a game in hand
over both.
Westfield   0 14   7 10 31
North Hunterdon 10   7   0   7 24

RIZKALLA WINS ALL-AROUND, GOLDRING GETS 2ND

Blue Devil Gymnasts Capture
Ninth Straight UCT Crown

Seniors Jenna Rizkalla and Hannah
Goldring placed 1-2, respectively, in
the all-around to lead the Westfield
High School gymnastics team to its
ninth straight Union County Tourna-
ment championship in Westfield on
October 27. The Summit Hilltoppers
finished second with a total of 106.3,
followed by the AL Johnson Crusad-
ers at 106.275, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders at 105.925 and the
Cranford Cougars at 103.35.

The Blue Devils’ total of 110.525
was also a season high and Rizkalla’s
all-around total of 37.725 was a meet
record. Rizkalla also won the all-
around last year. Goldring’s second-
placed total was 35.95.

Rizkalla took top honors in three of
the four events and Goldring won the
balance beam with a 9.475. Rizkalla’s
score of 9.625 on the vault was the
meet’s highest total of all events. She
also won the uneven bars with a 9.325
and the floor exercise with a 9.5 and
tied for fourth on the balance beam
with a 9.275. Goldring placed second
on the floor with a 9.35. She also
scored an 8.825 on the vault and an
8.3 on the unevens.

Crusader Gina Ferdinandi placed
third in the all-around with a total of
35.9, followed by Raider Abby
Spector at 35.875, Crusader Payton
Wiese at 35.775 and Hilltoppers Abby
Claus and Alysia Lopez at 35.75.

Ferdinandi took second on the vault
with a 9.475, followed by Raider
Amelia Paladino at 9.1, Blue Devil
Megan Melillo at 9.05, Lopez at 9.025
and Blue Devil Hannah Prieto at 9.0.
Blue Devil Lexi Fasano scored an
8.8. Claus placed second on the un-
even bars with a 9.25, followed by
Fasano at 9.05, Paladino at 8.95, Prieto
at 8.8 and Melillo at 8.75.

Lopez placed second on the bal-
ance beam with a 9.45, followed by
Cougar Kelly McAuliffe at 9.35,
Rizkalla and Spector tied at 9.275
and Governor Livingston Highlander
Francesca Viscuglia at 9.15. Blue
Devil Lexi Holzer scored a 9.025,
while Fasano and Prieto, respectively,
scored 8.95 and 8.925.

Ferdinandi placed third on the floor
exercise with a 9.325, followed by
Spector at 9.3, Claus at 9.25 and
McAuliffe at 9.2. Blue Devil Jess
Keenan scored a 9.05, while Prieto
and Fasano, respectively, scored 8.95
and 8.35.

“The girls scored a season high of
a 110.525. The team was focused,
and after a solid warm-up, I knew it
was going to be a great meet for

Westfield. Seniors Jenna Rizkalla and
Hannah Goldring led the team by
example with excellent all around
performances. [Coach] Laurie
[McCormack] and I are so proud of
this incredibly talented group of gym-
nasts,” Blue Devil Coach Amanda
Diaz said.
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Westfield $2,400,000
Spectacular Estate with breathtaking views of Echo Lake Country Club. Property
abuts the 14th green and 15th tee box. 5 beds and 5 full baths. Master suite with
fireplace and stunning course views. Family room with wet bar and sliders to patio
overlooking the golf course. Second floor office also has sweeping unobstructed
views. 25'x14' rec room in basement. A landmark property with a rich Westfield
history. Directions: Woodland Ave. OR Wychwood Rd. to Cherry Lane #4.

Open House This Sunday 1-4pm • 4 Cherry Lane

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING NEAR THE LINE...Blue Devil Lauren Rigney, No. 21, and Raider Paige BanBuskirk, No. 16, battle for control
of the ball near the out-of-bounds line during the Union County Tournament semifinal game in Clark on October 25.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports


