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Blue Devils Edge Hilltoppers in UCT Soccer Semi
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield Hall of Fame
To Induct 11th Class

The Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
will celebrate its 20th anniversary in
less than a month. It hosts the 11th
biennial induction dinner on Mon-
day, Nov. 24, at the Westwood on
North Avenue in Garwood. Cocktail
hour is 6 p.m., with the dinner start-
ing at 7 and the induction at 8.

Tickets are still available at $50
each from athletics director Sandy
Mamary or by contacting Bill Jordan
at 908-232-6463 or 732-535-8047.
But they are going very quickly. Many
former inductees have committed to
being at this anniversary celebration.

The Hall of Fame is a non-profit
organization that gets a large amount of
its revenue from this dinner – a four-
hour celebration of the greats of
Westfield’s athletic past, the most hon-
ored public high school in state history.

Starting in November 1994, the
WAHOF has honored 92 athletes, 15
coaches/contributors and 14 teams at
the previous 10 inductions.

This year’s list of 16 inductees
graduated from eight different de-
cades and features state champions,
collegiate champions, a national
champion, coaching legends, one
team that never lost, one winningest

team in school history, one pro foot-
ball player, the commander of a
nuclear submarine and many athletes
who earned player of the year honors.

Here’s a closer look at the WAHOF
Class of 2014:

Jimmy Byrd (’28): after finishing
second as a freshman, won three
straight state championships in the
mile. He also starred in basketball,
and later became a successful dentist.

Sam Arbes (’38): a three-sport star
at WHS – football, basketball, base-
ball – who became the “Dean of North
Carolina Wrestling” as a coach.

Jack Reydel (’46): a three-sport
star at WHS who played in the Col-
lege World Series at Princeton. He
later coached some great football and
baseball teams at the Lawrenceville
School.

Don Feeley (’55): a cross-country
and basketball captain at WHS who
went on to coach some of the great
teams at Sacred Heart University. He
also “discovered” NBA star Manute
Bol.

Steve McCoy (’65): a three-sport
star at WHS who was a two-time state
diving champion and two-time
YMCA National champ.

Eddie Morton (’72): a standout full-
back on the football field and a multi-
time state champion in the high jump.

Paul Healy (’78): a four-time state
swimming champion and later the
Commanding Officer on the USS
Nebraska, a nuclear submarine.

Andrew Cary (’87): a football star
at WHS and the University of Con-
necticut and also a state and Big East
Conference champion in the shot put.

Lynne Cassidy (’88): a star swim-
mer at WHS, where her teams never
lost a dual meet, and later a 25-time
all-American at Gettysburg College.

Erin Allebaugh (’93): a three-sport
star at WHS – field hockey, basket-
ball and track.

Stephen Cheek (’95): a quarter-
back-linebacker and pitcher-first
baseman at WHS. He later was a
punter in the National Football
League, and also on NFL Europe
teams.

Megan Sheehy (’97): an outstand-
ing athlete when healthy, she starred
in soccer and volleyball at WHS, earn-
ing all-America in soccer, which she
also played at West Virginia.

Pete Giordano (’79): a former WHS
boys soccer co-captain, he enjoyed
much success as the school’s girls
soccer coach, where his 210 victories
are the most in program history.

Maggie McFadden: coached the
field hockey (24 years) and softball
(14 years) teams, winning over 400
games.

1987-88-89 girls swim teams:
among the great teams in state his-
tory, coach Merilyn Diamond’s girls
were unbeaten for five years, includ-
ing these three state champion squads.

1995 baseball team: ranked No. 1
in the state and also in the top 10 in the
country by USA Today, won the
Union County Tournament and ended
with a 27-3 record.

Come out and honor another great
Hall of Fame class – some of the best
athletes, coaches and teams from
Westfield’s past. Current athletes,
parents and fans are all invited to
come see what Westfield sports are
all about – past, present and future.
Deep down, we’re all Blue Devils!

THIS AND THAT
The gymnasts scored over 110

points Friday night as they won their
ninth straight Union County champi-
onship. Seniors Jenna Rizkalla and
Hannah Goldring set the tone.
Rizkalla set a meet all-around record
and also won the vault, uneven bars
and floor exercise. Goldring captured
first in the beam.

The boys soccer team topped Sum-
mit 1-0 to advance to this Saturday’s
UCT final against Scotch Plains, 7
p.m., at Kean. WHS, which has won
10 UCTs, last won in 2010, 2-1 in
overtime over SP-F.

The girls soccer team fell 1-0 to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the UCT
semifinals. It was the third time
they’ve met, and the Devils still
haven’t solved Raiders goalie Andrea
Leitner and her defense, managing a
scoreless tie in between a pair of 1-0
losses. For the WHS girls, their last
outright county title was in 2001,
although they have shared the crown
in 2002, 2006 and 2012.

The cross-country teams had a dis-
appointing Friday at the UC champi-
onships. The boys finished a close
second to Summit, and the girls were
third. Sectionals and the big stuff is
on the horizon.
THE NAME ON THE ’BOARD
Rick Thiele (’63) tells an interest-

ing story about the dedication of the
football scoreboard to his classmate
and good friend Randy Ellis.

A group from the class of ’63 wanted
to have a remembrance of Randy
(Goober) Ellis, a fun-loving defensive
tackle on the 1961 and ’62 teams who
had died in December 1979. New
equipment for the weight room at the
Field House was one idea, since Ellis
was a fixture in the training room
getting his world-class blisters worked
on by trainer John D’Andrea. Then
coach Gary Kehler suggested a new
scoreboard, to replace the wooden one
that was falling apart.

Thiele, who had attended the Uni-
versity of Iowa, contacted a friend in
the athletic department, who put him
in contact with somebody who manu-
factured scoreboards. It turns out they
were able to get a brand new one at
less than cost.

The day it was dedicated to Ellis
was Oct. 11, 1980, a miserable Satur-
day that ended with a miracle 10-9
comeback win over Elizabeth on a 42-
yard field goal by Mike Lasher after
time had run out. The ’63ers then
headed over to Bud Mueller’s to con-
tinue their day-long celebration, which
culminated in a rainbow sighting.

“I haven’t gotten back to any foot-
ball games since,” Thiele said. “But I
always get a kick thinking about the
kids on the field thinking the
scoreboard was dedicated to Randy
for his feats on the playing field, as
opposed to his fetes on the training
table.”

DID YOU KNOW
The WHS football has a 21-34

record under the lights since playing
their first one – a 14-3 loss at Eliza-
beth on Oct. 2, 1986. They’ll play
their 56th night game tomorrow night
at Watchung Hills.

The Blue Devils are 2-1 when por-
table lights have been rented and in-
stalled for home games. Recreation
Field was lighted twice: on Oct. 15,
1988 WHS beat Scotch Plains, 27-
13, and two years later on Oct. 19
they lost to Union, 12-0. The last time
WHS came out under the stars at
home – and the only time it was
lighted as Gary Kehler Stadium – was
Oct. 23, 1998, a 14-0 victory over
Linden.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Joe Scaglione (’14) is having a

solid freshman season at Gettysburg
College. The 5-foot-11, 270-pounder
has seen action as a nose guard for the
Bullets. Through five games “Scags”
had 12 tackles, including seven solo.
Also on the roster is Sweeney’s good
buddy Chris Sweeney (’14), a 6-foot,
225-pound defensive end.

Andrew Cary

Jack Reydel

the first half, but could not come up
with the gold. Prosuk and co-captain
Matt Williams both launched wicked
shots and on one particular occasion,
with 9:00 left in the half, Prosuk sent
a great lead to Williams, whose shot
slid just left of Dadourian’s fingertips
and past the post.

“It’s the game of soccer. Some
games you put them all in the back of
the net. Some games you have more
chances to put them in the net, but
you can’t put them in the back of the
net though. It’s very frustrating, ob-
viously, to see that happen as a cap-
tain and it was frustrating for myself
to miss a couple of close ones, but at
the end of the day, it only takes that
one and that was the one Mike put in,”
Williams said.

“I think the first half was deserving
of a goal. Unfortunately we got a
little unlucky with Matt’s goal. We
got a little unlucky with Kevin [Irv-
ing] hitting the ball from a distance
and we missed a few opportunities,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Eric Shaw
said. “Even in the second half when
we got the goal, they threw numbers
at you. They are down, 1-0, they have
no other opportunity but to come
blazing at you. Maybe we need to do
a little better job of dealing with that
pressure. In the end, we played well.
No goals!”

The Blue Devils totaled seven cor-
ner kicks and between Irving and Wil-
liams mixed up their style as to where
the Summit defenders were placed.

“We have four set plays on the
corner. We put up a 1 for just a regular
corner. We did a 2 where Kevin and I
face that one person in the middle and
try to cross it in. We have a 3 where
we have a fake shot then the actual
shooter behind him follows him in
for the shot in the middle and then 4
is where we just pass it in like a
regular on the ground pass to the
middle. Kevin and I chose 2 twice,
because we saw that there was only
one defender following us out. We
usually base it on how many defend-
ers come out of the middle to try to
defend us,” Williams explained.

“We obviously work on that. In
that case, it’s an advantage for us. It’s
a 2-on-1 so we can exploit that. We
play it short when they send only one
defender out, not to mention it’s a
cross from an angle, so you have a
greater chance of hitting the target,”
Coach Shaw said.

Dadourian finished with nine saves
and Blue Devil keeper Koryn Kraemer
made seven, but the first major saves
came 1-2, ten minutes into the first
half when Hilltopper Jack McCarthy
ripped a free kick from 25 yards out.

“I never faced this team before.
The first thing you do when you play
high school soccer is test the keeper
and that kid knew. He wasn’t going to
try to finesse it over the wall, he was
going with a laser and hope it came
right through me. I took a deflection
off the underside of my guy’s feet, so
it kind of threw me off. As I was

making my dive to the right, I had to
touch it to the middle. Their guy was
sitting right there, hopped it right
across. One of my guys got a foot on
it and it just nicked my hand as it was
going over,” Kraemer said.

Kraemer also made another crucial
save, which ended in a collision late
in the second half.

“I was quite afraid that they were
going to call a penalty on that. The
kid sold it very well. He took a touch
out to my left. As I got down and
punched it to my right, he came into
me and took the dive professional
style, but luckily it worked out the
way it should have,” Kraemer said.

“Koryn came up when needed. You
are not really tested often, but when
you are, you are expected to do the
right thing. He did it the first half and
he came up big at the end when he got
a piece of the ball,” Coach Shaw said.

Kraemer also received some fine
help from his defenders Alex Shorrock
and Nick Moynihan.

“My defenders have been unbe-
lievable this year. We have only given
up seven goals. That was our 15th
game. This is the most solid two cen-
ter backs that I could ask for,” Kraemer
said.

“Shorrock was awesome, same with
Moynihan. He has a broken nose, but
you wouldn’t tell with the effort that
he gave today. In the end, that’s a
trooper for you,” Coach Shaw said.
Summit 0 0 0
Westfield 0 1 1

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248
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Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com

Scotch Plains. Wonderful charm and detail are found throughout this beautiful Colonial. An
inviting floor plan includes 3 bedrooms and 1.5 baths.  The living room is highlighted by a fireplace
and crown molding and has a lovely sun room right off of it.  The formal dining room is full of
natural light!  The second floor full bath has been beautifully updated and some of the interior has
been freshly painted and there are wood floors throughout. Just Listed: $365,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 11/2 1-4pm • 210 Hawthorne Street

Scotch Plains. This mint condition townhouse is located in Southwyck.  It boasts 2 large bedrooms with
generous closet space and 2.5 baths.  A stately master bedroom includes a third floor loft with skylight.  It
has a family room with Fireplace. Some additional features of this home are updated interior doors, an
oak bannister, gas furnace (2004), CAC compressor (2004), updated electrical service (2013), recess
lighting in Living Room, Kitchen and Family Room and a paver patio. List Price: $299,000.

Eddie Morton

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A GREAT SAVE...Blue Devil goalkeeper Koryn Kraemer, horizontal, makes a great save in the first half against
the Hilltoppers during the Union County Tournament semifinal game at Kean University in Union on October 26.


