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Vote November 4, 2014

 
Like us on   

 

229 Charles Street • Westfield, NJ 07090  

   
 

Currently accepting new patients 

Invisalign Day 
 November 22, 2014 

 
Payments as low as $199/mo* 

*with your good credit 
No Down Payment!! 
Save an Extra $750 

LIMITED AVAILABILTY 
Call Today for details and a free 

Invisalign Consultation 
908-389-0222 

CE L E B R A T I N G  15 YEARS  OF  SERVICE  

  
NOVEMBER  2014 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sunday 1:00 – 5:00 pm  

Closed 11/11 for Veterans Day   
Closing at 5:00 pm on 11/26 and 11/27 for Thanksgiving 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all sign up information)) 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

11/1 10:30am & 12:30 pm “Make Your Way in Music Industry” w/concert 

11/3 2:00 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “The Harmonists”  German 

11/4  7:00 pm Hale Speaker Series: Freia Mitarai: “The Volunteer 
Program at the Metropolitan Museum of Art” 

11/6  7:00 pm Computer Class: Photo Editing w/Gimp (ADVANCED) 

11/7  1:30 pm TGIF! Ellis Island (video) 

11/8  2:00 pm Gamelan Kusuma Laras: Javanese percussion orchestra 

11/12 6:30 pm Computer Class: Excel 2007 (ADVANCED) 

11/13  7:00 pm Memoirs & Boudoirs-One-woman Show by Dorothy Leeds 

11/14  1:30 pm TGIF! Rembrandt (video) 

11/19  7:00 pm Making the Right Decisions for College-David Twersky 

11/21  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie Week: “Les Girls” 

11/5, 12, 19 10:30 am Creative Movement: Games, puppets, exercise (2-5 yrs) 

11/6, 13, 20 10:30 am Zumba Fun - Wear Sneakers! (2-5 yrs) 

11/7, 14, 21 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies: Story & Play (up to 23 months) 

11/7  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids-No age requirement, but must know 
how to move the pieces 

11/8 10:30 am Fit4Kids: Muscle Man Mike: magic, music, exercise,  
Learn about health and fitness (2+ yrs)  

11/15 10:30 am Family Music Program - All Ages  Sister String/Sister Sing 

11/18  6:30 pm LEGO Club (grades 1-5, no kindergarten) 

11/22 10:00 am Paws to Read: New readers read to Library Dogs 

VOTE FOR BOE...Westfield residents meet with Board of Education candidate,
Peggy Oster, to discuss needs of the Westfield schools.  Julie Allen opened her
home for residents to discuss pertinent education issues.

For Boards of Education, Fanwood and Mountainside Councils Are Unopposed
Langhart for Westfield BOE

Soon the election will be over and at
some point forgotten. However, I will
always remember the tremendous sup-
port I have received from my family,
friends and all the people who have come
forward to help in entirely unexpected
ways. It’s been a humbling experience
and I thank everyone who has taken the
time to speak with me, put up a sign or
help with the campaign.

Now, as Election Day comes upon us
I thought I’d provide a summary of why
I am asking you to consider me for elec-
tion to the Westfield Board of Education.
You can find more expansive writings on
these points at
www.ChristopherLanghart.com.

Experience and Qualifications: I work
as a public finance attorney and I spend a
great deal of time analyzing the financial
condition of public entities like school
districts. As such I am intimately familiar
with the issues that school districts like
ours face on an annual basis. I can work
with our District professionals and staff
to develop and manage an ongoing an-
nual financial plan that serves both the
District and our taxpayers. I also have
experience in reviewing and negotiating
contracts and in dealing with personnel
and administrative matters.

I look forward to applying this experi-
ence for the benefit of the District.

The Budget: A big part of my job is to
meet with public officials to review and
analyze their revenues and expenditures.
The ultimate goal of these meetings is to
determine how revenues and expendi-
tures can be managed in order to provide
the best results for the money available.
As a Board member I would look forward
to applying this same analysis on behalf
of the Westfield Board of Education.

An all-encompassing approach to the
budget is necessary to ensure that Town
residents are not subject to an overwhelm-
ing tax burden and the educational stan-
dards of the District remain at the highest
possible level.

The Emotional Well Being of Our
Students: On October 22 there was a
seminar at the high school about stress
and anxiety in our students. By my count
there were approximately two hundred
people who turned out to hear the presen-
tation. This is clearly an issue that is
affecting students and their families. The
pressure on kids today to be successful in
school, successful in sports and extracur-
ricular activities, and all the while be
socially accepted can be overwhelming.

I would like to increase the focus on
this issue. I would also look to develop
the resources and personnel the District
has in place now to educate parents and
students about stress and anxiety. I think
that is the best way we can help students
who are feeling overwhelmed.

Preparation: It is very likely that the
future will require the Board to address

issues they had no idea were on the hori-
zon. In preparing to become a candidate
for the Westfield Board of Education I
have met with people who are or were
involved with the District, become famil-
iar with the issues facing the District,
solicited opinions about possible solu-
tions to our problems and then thought
about it all in order to develop my own
particular view.

In short, I tried to learn, prepare and
then act. I’ll do the same thing as a Board
member. Problems will always arise but
I am confident that we can meet all of our
challenges head on if we prepare our-
selves to act properly.

Communication: I think communica-
tion between the Board and the officials
of the District is paramount. There needs
to be trust and transparency at all levels
within the Board. As an attorney I have
found that one of the quickest ways to
obtain prompt, effective action is by
making sure everyone involved has a
clear vision of the ultimate goal and a
clear understanding of how it is to be
achieved.

As a Board member I will try to ensure
that all sides understand each other on
any particular issue and that the reasons
behind any decision are set forth for all to
understand. I think this is a common
component of every winning strategy.

Our Kids: My three children will be in
the Westfield school system for the next
15 years. If you are the parent of a child
in the District it is very likely that your
concerns will be my concerns. I find that
to be the case now when I speak to other
parents about the experiences they are
having with their children in school. I can
understand exactly what they’re talking
about since it’s usually a topic that I am
familiar with as well.

I’ll work hard to resolve the school
related issues we face and I’ll make sure
our children receive the best education
we can provide. That means reviewing
and improving the curriculum when nec-
essary, maintaining and improving our
facilities, and attracting and keeping the
best teachers and staff for our children.
We do have a tradition of excellence and
we need to maintain it for future genera-
tions.

Finally, when I first started discussing
my intent to run for the Board of Educa-
tion and how I should prepare myself, I
spoke with a former three term Board
member. After giving me the benefit of
his experience, the last thing he said to me
was “…and at the end of the day you
make your decision based on what’s best
for the kids.” That’s what I’ll do.

I hope you will consider voting for me,
Christopher B. Langhart, Column 1 and
the first name at the left on the ballot on
November 4th.

Christopher Langhart
for Westfield BOE

Mark Friedman for Westfield BOE
We all strive to be the very best that we

can be. Whether it be in our home or our
professional lives, there is always some-
thing that we can be doing better. The
Westfield schools are very good, but we
can be better, and I would like to continue
being a part of the process that positions
our district for many years to come.

For that reason; I am running for re-
election for the Westfield School Board
on Tuesday, November 4th. I am the only
incumbent running. You will find my
name in position 6 on the ballot.

For the last 3 years, I have been on the
school board and participated in a num-
ber of committees. I am currently the
Chairman of Finance and I sit on the
Facilities and Technology committees. I
have also served on Policies and Long
Term Planning.

I believe that I have made a significant
contribution to this Board and our Dis-
trict and I would like to continue my
efforts by being re-elected to serve. This
job requires a significant personal com-
mitment and it is not uncommon for me to
be part of an early morning or late night
Board or Committee meeting. I am happy
to do that because I get to see first-hand
how this Board and this administration
care about the success of every student —
working to ensure that each one has the
opportunity to achieve their full poten-
tial.

Since I announced that I would run for
re-election, I have had many people in
town, and even some in my family, ask
me why I wanted to do this again. Wasn’t
three years enough, they asked. Actually,
it’s not enough. In my opinion, it takes a
new Board member at least a year to find
their voice on the Board. What can I say,
to whom should I say it, how should I say
it and how will it be perceived. It can also

take even longer than that to really under-
stand how all of the pieces fit together in
such a large organization focused solely
on providing the best education possible
to almost 6,300 students. It all sounds
simple, but it takes time to get accli-
mated.

I have worked through the learning
curve and I am ready to take on the next
3 years. We have a strong board and a
hard-working and dedicated group of
professionals running our district and we
have much more to do.

We need to continue to find ways to
modify how we conduct the “business”
of our schools. Our financial resources
continue to be constrained and each year
we have new and competing needs for
our dollars. We need to keep investing in
our infrastructure and our technology. I
serve on the Facilities committee and we
have made significant progress in this
area.

We must be able to improve upon the
quality of education we offer and en-
hance the community feeling that our
schools provide and we must do that for
each and every child, regardless of the
areas that they excel in or that they need
improvement in.

I believe that I am uniquely qualified
because of the combination of financial
and marketing experience that I have as
well as having 3 years of on the job
training. We need to evolve the thought
process of how we conduct the School
District’s business in Westfield and I
believe that we will do so with strong
financial planning and a clear and cre-
ative vision for the future. Please vote for
me on November 4th.

Mark Friedman
For Westfield BOE

Evan Murray for SP-F BOE

Margaret Oster for Westfield BOE
I am running for the Board of Educa-

tion on November 4th. I would like to
encourage all Westfield residents to sup-
port our schools and vote.

Westfield has an outstanding educa-
tional program, as seen in the national
school rankings given by Newsweek that
ranks us 29th, nationally. I would like to
work to sustain that level of excellent
education while maintaining a fiscally
responsible budget.

Three areas that I would like to focus
on are technology, facilities and the bud-
get.

Technology is an ever-changing com-
ponent of education and I would like our
students and teachers to have the re-
sources needed to be on the cutting edge
of technological advances in education.

Westfield’s many schools and facili-
ties are old and require significant main-
tenance in an ongoing manner to provide
a safe and nurturing learning environ-
ment for our children.

Lastly, Westfield taxpayers effectively

shoulder the total cost of our local educa-
tional system. Every year we need to
analyze every aspect of our budget to
ensure we are providing the necessary
educational services in the most cost-
efficient manner possible. Alternative
funding sources also need to be expanded
to alleviate budget pressures. We owe
that to our homeowners.

I have always been involved in advo-
cating for and volunteering in the educa-
tion environment. I chose to run for a
position on the Board of Education to
leverage my personal experiences within
the Westfield School System, to continue
to give back to the community and work
to provide the best education possible for
our children.

With your support and your vote on
Election Day, I look forward to joining
the Westfield Board of Education and
meeting the challenges that lie ahead.

Margaret (Peggy) Oster
Candidate for Westfield BOE

A board of education can be similar to
a business.

When issues arise that will result in the
betterment of the students and commu-
nity, then the board of education must run
its affair such as a business. Decisions
must be well thought out as well as stra-
tegic. And these matters must be cost
effective.

That is how I picture how a board of
education must perform.

And I am truly committed to doing just
that. My name is Evan Murray and I am
revealing my commitment to the com-
munities of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
by running for a second straight year for
a valuable seat and a three-year term on
our board of education. My heritage has
always lured me to the decision-makings
of school boards. I am the son and the
husband of people who have dedicated
their lives to teaching in the public school
system.

As a lifelong resident of Union County,
I am quite aware on what the necessities
are for the families of our two communi-
ties. I am a graduate of West Chester
University in Pennsylvania and I am pres-
ently employed by Prudential Investment
Management as a vice president within
the Fixed Income Operations department
in Newark. I will lean on my business
knowledge to help guide the board of
education through the invaluable opera-
tion of providing the best education for
your children.

I am dedicated in an effort ensure that
our students are prepared as they launch
into the competitive and diverse world
we all live in.

So I take a stand on these following
issues that I strongly believe will help our
students thrive towards the future.

Full-Day Kindergarten: By moving in
this direction, I believe that our students
will be better prepared for first grade.
This creation of a full-day lasses in kin-
dergarten will result in better cost effec-
tiveness over the period of time and will
assist in providing a learning foundation
that will be successful throughout the
education process of our students.

Arts and Athletic Programs: I have
coached youth football for two decades
and I just completed an enriching experi-
ence this fall instructing youngsters dur-
ing their first year of contact football by
serving as the third grade assistant coach
for the Scotch Plains Fanwood PAL. I
have also volunteered my time coaching
youth baseball, soccer and basketball.
And my first-hand knowledge has led me
to firmly believe that athletic and the arts
programs at the youth level must be oper-
ated and built as a foundation that will
result in successful high school programs.

Relationship Management: The board
of education must work to align priorities
been itself and the Township of Scotch
Plains and the Borough of Fanwood. The
success of these vital teams will be reflec-
tive on how well our students excel.

I do hope that you take in account of
what I have said here and that you re-
member this when it is time to cast your
vote on November 4.

Evan Murray
Candidate for SP-F BOE

Courtesy of the Union County Democratic Comm.
SUPPORT...In Rahway on October 21at a Booker event, Senator Cory Booker
(left) supported Fanwood Councilmen Russ Huegel (right) and Kevin Boris, both
running for reelection, as is the Senator.

Michael Bielen forWestfield BOE
Dear Friends and Neighbors: During

the years that my children attended
McKinley School and now during their
time at Edison Intermediate School, I
have witnessed the commitment of the
teachers and staff and the impact they
have on the students. Their dedication
has inspired me to serve on the Board of
Education and give back to Westfield.

There was a message I heard last year
that when we face a crucial moment we
need to go “all in”. We need to make a
total commitment to a course of action
that we believe in. We often focus on the
problems rather than what is working
well and how can we do more of it and do
it better. We need to do it better for the
students, the teachers, the administrators
and the taxpayers.

I was asked by my daughters, Eliza-
beth and Caroline, why am I running for
the Board of Education? The answer was
simple. I want to be all in. I want to ensure
that they, their friends and all the children
in the school district can build a strong
learning foundation that will provide them
better opportunities as they look toward
college and entering the workforce.

We can look at the rankings, where
Newsweek ranked Westfield the 29th best
high school in the nation or New Jersey
Monthly ranked us 21st in New Jersey,
and stay comfortable the way we are. Or
we can look for new ideas that will ben-
efit our community and continue to make
a difference for our children.

Using my technology background and
fiscal responsibility, areas I would like to
work on as a member of the Board of
Education are:

Invest in technology and train our teach-
ers so they can prepare our students to
become part of a 21st century workforce.

Develop an adaptive learning curricu-
lum to tailor instruction to individual
student so they can learn at their pace

with their own personal goals.
Offer teacher’s career paths for suc-

cess as found in the private sector.
Integrate the BOE into the student

community with small group sessions to
listen to students, teachers and adminis-
trators. Attending athletic games to im-
prove on an already excellent program.

Consider alternate funding such as
alumni. Establish new programs but not
pass these costs along to the taxpayer.

Ensuring transparency, common sense
and the advice of knowledgeable profes-
sionals rather than one’s own self-inter-
ested opinion or those of a vocal minor-
ity.

I have always shown a willingness to
work others and have put my time and
talent to work for Westfield. Whether
working with Town departments to iden-
tify content and help the Town restruc-
ture the Town web site, establishing the
Town’s social media strategy, or work-
ing with local officials and emergency
responders to disseminate information
during Superstorm Sandy, I have been
actively working behind the scenes on
behalf of residents for many years.

I can offer you my very best to repre-
sent our community on the Board of
Education by giving my time and talent.
I will work together with the dedicated
and talented members of the Board and
our school administrators to benefit all
residents of the Westfield community. I
want to work together to ensure nothing
but the best for our schools. I am “All in!”

I would appreciate your vote on Tues-
day, November 4th by selecting ballot
position “5”. If you have any questions or
suggestions, please email me at
mike@bielen.net or visit my website at
www.bielen2014.com

Michael Bielen
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Kevin Boris (D)
Candidate for Fanwood Council

Russ Huegel (D)
Candidate for Fanwood Council

Kevin Boris moved to Fanwood with
his wife, Jessica, in 2007 following the
birth of their daughter, Emma.

The Councilman studied law at the
University of Texas at Austin and re-
ceived his law degree in 2003. He served
as the judicial clerk to the Superior Court
Judge Edward J. Ryan in Middlesex
County from 2003 to 2004.

Professionally, he is an associate at the
law firm of Shain, Schaffer & Rafanello,
P.C. in Bernardsville, specializing in land

use law. He was appointed to Fanwood’s
Planning Board where he eventually be-
came chairman. Mr. Boris was elected to
his first term on the Borough Council in
2011.

He serves as chairman of the Recre-
ation and Community Services Commit-
tee and is a member of the Health and
Senior Services, Public Safety, Land Use
and Historic Preservation Committees.
He is also council liaison to the fire
department and recreation department.

Russ Huegel is serving his second term
on the borough council, having joined
the governing body in 2008. He has been
a Fanwood resident since 2005.

 He served as council president in 2009
and from 2012 to present. He has been
chairman of the Public Works Commit-
tee since 2009 and is currently council
president. He also serves on the Public
Safety Committee.

Professionally, he is an attorney and
serves as staff attorney at Morgan Stanley

Trust Company as municipal prosecutor
for the Township of Secaucus.

He holds a law degree from the Pace
University School of Law and a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Political Science from
Richard Stockton College.

Mr. Huegel serves as secretary for the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional
Association. He is also a member of the
Newcomers Club.

The Councilman and his wife, Jenn,
have two daughters, Joss, 8, and Meg, 5.

Unopposed


