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Elect Michael Bielen
for Westfield Board of Education
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Michael

www.bielen2014.com

“With your support I can 
give back to Westfield. I look 
forward to working with the 
students, parents, teachers and 
administrators to accomplish 
these goals and continue the 
success of Westfield education.”

       Mike Bielen

� Technology Innovation 
� Fiscal Responsibility
� Transparency 

Paid for by Michael J Bielen - BOE Election Campaign
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Cryan Seeks to Build Upon
Foundation Set by Froehlich

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION COUNTY — Undersher-
iff Joseph Cryan, a Democrat, is seek-
ing election to the position of Union
County Sheriff. He faces Republican
Michael Ince, a retired FBI agent and
former police officer.

Mr. Cryan, an Assemblyman rep-
resenting the 20th Legislative Dis-
trict, took on the role of acting sheriff
when Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, who served as sheriff for
37 years, died in July. The office of
sheriff is a three-year term.

Mr. Cryan sat down with editor of
The Westfield Leader Paul Peyton
Thursday to discuss his platform.

In the 11 years Mr. Cryan served as
undersheriff under the leadership of
Mr. Froehlich, he was responsible for
the canine unit, internal affairs, the
office of professional standards, bud-
geting, and in the sheriff’s absence
responsible for running the office,
Mr. Cryan said. The sheriff’s office,
he said, is responsible for the security
of the county courthouse that sees
one million visitors a year, and has a
canine unit, a warrants unit, a trans-
portation unit, an ID unit, a business
office and an office of professional
standards.

Prior to being appointed as under-
sheriff, Mr. Cryan worked at ITT
Avionics in Clifton as an operations
manager, and then joined his family’s
business by owning and operating
Cryan’s Restaurant in Metuchen.

He said Mr. Froehlich was a men-
tor and like a father to him.

Should he win the election and
become sheriff, Mr. Cryan said, “The
sheriff built a foundation of success
and I hope to build upon that founda-
tion.” Investments in training and the
management of the transportation unit
would be items he would focus on if
elected, he said.

“I want to continue emphasis on
technology,” Mr. Cryan said.

“Shared services are a fundamen-
tal foundation to save taxpayers’
money,” Mr. Cryan said. Currently,
the sheriff’s office shares its services,
such as the canine unit, bomb unit
and the transportation of inmates,
with municipalities in the county, he
said.

 “I am proud of what we had done
so far in terms of shared services, but
I’d like to do more,” he said.

On the topic of merging the Union
County Police Department with the
sheriff’s office, Mr. Cryan said, “I
think it is something folks should
take a look at as we move further
along in this process.” He said both
departments work well together and

the partnership “works well for the
taxpayers of the County of Union.”
He said that the sheriff’s department
has a lot of responsibilities currently
and that the county police runs a
number of programs including the
county’s bomb squad.

The sheriff’s office also works with
the prosecutor’s office, he said, coor-
dinated by a captain from the sheriff’s
office assigned to the prosecutor’s
office. They work together on areas
such as terrorist response and domes-
tic violence response, he said. “It has
been a great partnership and I hope it
continues,” he said.

“We are very proud of the fact that
there have been no incidents in the 11
years I have been there,” Mr. Cryan
said. He said they may look into
adding another entrance to the court-
house complex, but he said what they
have “works” because there have been
no incidents.

Three undersheriffs “makes sense,”
Mr. Cryan said, because there is cov-
erage in the daytime and nighttime
shifts.

In terms of the community pro-
grams the sheriff’s office has in place,
Mr. Cryan said the community needs
to be aware of the programs available
to the public.

His opponent, Mr. Ince believes
the job of sheriff should be manned
by someone with a law enforcement
background. In response to that, Mr.
Cryan said, “Take the word from
professionals I work with.” He said
he is endorsed by the state Police
Benevolent Association (PBA), the
Union County Conference of PBAs,
and the people he works with.

“If you are comfortable with Ralph
Froehlich, if you believe in the things
he did, understand that I am running
to build upon the legacy that he not
only taught me but built with me, to
some extent for his last 11 years…we
will continue to have good results to
account for folks in Union County
for how we perform,” Mr. Cryan said.

Please see video at goleader.com/
services/video/.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TO THE RESCUE…. Bat Girl  made an appearance at Sunday’s Halloween
Parade, sponsored by the Optimist Club of Westfield, and costume contest,
sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corp.

92.9 percent for the DFG1 and a 79.8
percent for the state.

At the high-school level the High
School Proficiency Assessment
(HSPA) for the district’s 396 students
enrolled in 11th grade last year came
in as follows: For SP-F 97.5 ranked
proficient. The DFG1 came in at 98.2
percent and the state ranked at 93.2
percent proficient.

Mathematics results were also dis-
cussed. Ms. Mast reported that the
majority of district math scores were
a bit higher than the DFG1 results.

In the third grade, SP-F ranked a
90.3 percent while the DFG1 came in
at 89.3 percent and the state ranked
75.5 percent. In the Fourth grade, SP-
F came in at 88.6 percent while the
DFG1 ranked an 88.9 and the state
came in at 74.9. Fifth grade results
were a 93.3 percent while the DFG1
came in at a 91.7 percent and the state
earned a 79.8 percent. The sixth-
grade ranking for the district was a
91.4 percent while the DFG1 ranked
a 91.1 percent and the state came in at
79.3 percent. Seventh grade was an
88.7 percent for the district and the
DFG1 came in at 83.9 percent, while
the state scored 66.8 percent. In eighth
grade SP-F scored an 89.9 percent,
the DFG1 ranked an 86.9 percent and
the state finished at 71.5 percent.

The 11th grade HSPA scores for the
district were at an 89.9 percent, while
the DFG1 was 91.8  percent and the
state ranked a 78.9 percent.

Ms. Mast noted that ongoing math
initiatives for the district include: meet-
ing with grade level teams to discuss
individual students in the grammar
schools and to continue to use bench-
mark assessments to track and monitor
growth and to integrate sample PARCC
assessments for future testing.

At the middle- and high-school level
some of the initiatives include conduct-
ing monthly team meetings with grade
6 teachers to adjust pacing to student
performance, integrate sample PARCC
assessment items, utilize monthly de-
partment meetings to track individual
student growth and expand remediation
efforts in math explorations by includ-
ing skill concept review of weaker skills.

Science assessments included fourth
and eighth grade only and came in at
94.9 percent for the fourth grade district
students, 96.5 percent for DFG1 and an
88.6 percent for the state. At the eighth-
grade level, 91.5 percent SP-F students
were proficient while 92.6 percent were
proficient for the DFG1 and 78.9 perent
were proficient for the state.

The next BOE meeting will
beThursday, November 13, in the ad-
ministration building on Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.
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SP-F BOE Forum
that she has lived in Scotch Plains for
28 years. She said she and her hus-
band have had three boys come up
through the school district. Of her
sons, one graduated from
Monmouth University, another cur-
rently attends the Rutgers School
of Law and the third attends Union
County College.

Candidates were asked about the
Strategic Plan and what they most
liked about the outcome.

Ms. Cleary answered the ques-
tion by saying that her heart and
soul went into the plan and that she
was proud of all those who also had
input. She stated that she was most
proud of the technology improve-
ments.

Mr. McFall also noted that the
technology was important, “because
of the new testing there is — no
more paper and pencil.”

Mr. Murray stated that he liked
goal number five the best, which
was exploring partnerships with
government agencies and outside
companies.

When asked about her motiva-
tion for running for the board of
education, Mrs. Polhamus noted
that after raising her children in a
town with a wonderful school sys-
tem, she felt she wanted to give
back to the community by running
for a seat on the board.

During the question-and-answer
period, two SPFHS seniors asked
about the use of technology within
the high school. One student pointed
out that although the high school
was given updated projection equip-

ment, many teachers either did not
know how to use it or simply just
were not using it in the classroom.

Ms. Cleary thanked the students
for coming forward, noting “this is
why it is important to hear the voices
of the students.”

Mr. Murray noted that if he were
elected he would want to see the
students more involved in the
district’s education process. Ms.
Cleary said students are asked to
preview textbooks before they are
adopted into the curriculum.

Mrs. Polhamus stated that she
also wanted to run to keep a flat tax
rate. While some audience mem-
bers liked this idea, others had harsh
criticism, asking her “what posi-
tions or classes are you willing to
cut to achieve this?” They also ques-
tioned her about class size.

During the debate some audience
members and even the moderator
questioned Mrs. Polhamus about
being endorsed by a political party
for the election, which she vehe-
mently denied.

Mr. Murray stated that he did not
want to see anything get cut and
brought up the cutting of middle-
school sports that happened years
ago. He asked if there was some-
thing that could be done from the
recreation department to help rem-
edy the loss of those sports.

Mr. McFall concluded by saying,
“we have a great school system and
great kids.”

The night ended with a reminder
that polls will be open from 6 a.m.
until 8 p.m. on Tuesday, November 4.

Courtesy of Richard W. Burdett
AMAZING BIRD…This rare adult Bald Eagle was observed recently in the
Watchung Reservation. Accoording to the New Jersey Division of Fish and
Wildlife, there are only 100 known nesting sites in New Jersey and the Reserva-
tion is not one of them.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LENDING SUPPORT...Lieutenant Governor of New Jersey, Kim Guadagno,
rallies Union County Republicans last Wednesday night at the Echo Lake
Country in Westfield while Union County Republican Chairman Glenn Mortimer
looks on.
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Election
cratic state Assemblywoman Bonnie
Watson Coleman of the 15th Legis-
lative District and Republican Alieta
Eck, a medical doctor who ran in the
special Senate GOP Primary last
year, seek to replace retiring Demo-
cratic Rep. Rush Holt in the 12th
Congressional District.

First-year Senator Cory Booker,
the former Newark mayor who won
a special election last year following
the death of Sen. Frank Lautenberg,
will face Republican Jeff Bell, the
GOP Senate nominee in 1978 who
also ran in 1982.

There are also questions on this
year’s ballot. The first, if approved
by voters, would amend the New
Jersey Constitution to allow a court
to order pretrial detention of a per-
son in a criminal case. The change to
the Constitution would mean that a
court could order that a person re-
main in jail prior to trial, even with-
out a chance for the person to post
bail, in some situations.

The second question calls for a
Constitutional amendment for the
dedicating of state funds for open
space, farmland and historic preser-
vation and changing existing dedi-
cation for water programs, under-
ground storage tanks and hazardous
site cleanups. If passed, the amount
of money collected from the corpo-
rate business tax to help pay for
some environmental programs
would be raised from 4 to 6 percent
beginning on July 1, 2019.

Polls on Tuesday will be open
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Correction
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times last week reported that
Councilman Michael Marcus
served on the police merger com-
mittee for four years; it should
have said he served for one year.
The paper reported that Mr.
Marcus does not receive health
benefits through the township. He
has received health benefits
through the town for the past year
only.

SP Planning Bd.
OKs Subdivision

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE GREAT CARVE OUT …The Great Pumpkin Carve Out  was held
Saturday night at the Hanson House in Cranford.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The plan-
ning board on Monday approved an
application to subdivide a property
at the corner of Westfield Avenue
and Cook Avenue into three sepa-
rate lots.

Dion Natale was given unanimous
permission to raze the existing home
on the property located at 2045
Westfield Avenue, split the prop-
erty into three conforming lots and
then build single-family homes on
each of the new lots.

His engineer, James Watson, ex-
plained to the board at its meeting
that the three new lots will each be
50 feet wide and 108 feet deep. The
new houses to be built will all front
on Cook Avenue, which he pointed
out is a much less heavily-trafficked
street than Westfield Avenue.

In other business, at its brief meet-
ing, the board formally adopted a
resolution approving the installa-
tion of a new natural gas-powered
generator at the north-side fire
house located behind the municipal
building. Two years ago, board
member Robert LaCosta said the
fire department had purchased the
generator, but it was then discov-
ered that the gas line under Senger
Place that serves the fire house was
undersized. Eventually, the gas
company replaced that line with a
larger one, allowing the generator
to finally be installed.

The board’s next meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, November 10.

is an example of how savings could
be had in the police line item in the
county budget, Mr. Hudak said.
“Long term…I see a move towards
regionalization of emergency ser-
vices,” such as fire departments and
emergency medical services, Mr.
Hudak said.

On plans for an athletic facility at
Rahway River Park to be utilized as
the home field for the Rahway High
School football team, Mr. Hudak said,
“Whatever they put there will be aes-
thetically appropriate to the park.”

“The footprint is no different than
what is there today,” Mr. Estrada
added. The plans include a football
field, track, a changing room area,
a concession stand, press box and a
scoreboard, he said, and any other
grander plans is not something they
support. Union County is picking
up $2.6 million of the cost with
Rahway paying $2.3 million.
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Freeholder Candidates
Ms. Wright and Mr. Hudak said it

is a community whose field is unus-
able because of the flooding that
occurs there, and the new field
would give the community a place
to play sports.

“I believe we need to engage our
young people more and more,” Mr.
Estrada said. He said the county
had set aside funds for resurfacing
fields throughout the county, and
“now it is Rahway’s turn.”

In regards to building an ice skat-
ing rink at Oak Ridge Park in Clark,
Mr. Hudak and Mr. Estrada said the
master plan for the park is not in
place yet. The high demand for ice
rinks by hockey clubs may possibly
result in the county having two ice
rinks — Warinanco Skating Center
and building one in Oak Ridge Park,
they said.

Please see full video at
goleader.com/services/video/.


