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as Mr. Piarulli declared that the
borough had two parties, one
that wanted to raise taxes and
the residents who pay the taxes.

“It’s enough,” he said. “We don’t
want to pay more taxes.”

“Then you should go back where
you came from,” Mr. Lombardo
said.

“No. We should look at what
other towns are doing,” Mr.
Piarulli replied.

Mr. Lombardo, the safety coor-
dinator for the Union County De-
partment of Public Works, ac-
centuated his government expe-
rience as one of his strengths.
Besides 21 years on the Garwood
Borough Council, he served as
the former chairman of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity. He implied that Mr. Piarulli, a

self-employed marketing con-
sultant, did not have the back-
ground for mayor.

“A good friend of mine told me,
jokingly, one time, being on coun-
cil is only two meetings a month, to
which I responded, ‘But not if you
want to do the job right and fair,’”
he said. “The position of mayor is
even more demanding and not the
place for on-the-job training.”

Another forum for borough
council candidates was to be held
in the same location tonight, Oc-
tober 23, at 7:30 p.m. in The
Pointe clubhouse, with Demo-
cratic incumbents Sara Todisco
and Lou Petruzzelli facing off
against Republican challengers
Carol Kearney and Tina Simitz.
The election is set for Tuesday,
November 4.

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Garwood Repub-
lican candidates for mayor and
council once again stressed their
campaign theme of easing the
tax burden on Friday in a video
interview with The Westfield
Leader.

But Sal Piarulli and Tina Simitz
struggled to give specifics on how
to generate revenue in the short-
term or reduce spending, saying
that they would study the budget
closely to find places to cut.

The interview came one day
after Mr. Piarulli sparred with
Democratic mayoral candidate
Charles Lombardo at The Pointe
candidates forum. Ms. Simitz was
scheduled to participate in a can-
didates’ forum with fellow Re-
publican Carol Kearney and
Democratic incumbents Sara
Todisco and Louis Petruzzelli to-
night. The election is Tuesday,
November 4.

“Every year our spending has
gone up,” Mr. Piarulli said, re-
sponding to questions from
Leader reporter Brian Trusdell.
“We’ve brought in a lot more
revenue, but for some reason we
keep spending more money.”

Mr. Piarulli, a self-employed
marketing consultant, made clear
that he was not talking about a
reduction in services, such as the
Department of Public Works or
the Garwood Police Department.
Rather, he wants to focus on
what he calls out-of-control
spending by ensuring that the
budget is not more than the pre-
vious year’s.

While the mayor does not vote
unless there is a tie, Ms. Simitz
vowed to be more aggressive in
the budget negotiations. She
wants to continue to investigate
shared services, something the
borough has explored. She said
she also wants to partner more

closely with the Garwood Board
of Education. Of the estimated
$237 tax increase approved this
year for a home assessed at
$100,000 in Garwood, $133, or
56 percent, of it was for the
schools.

“Honestly, I’m going to ask
questions,” she said. “I’m a
person who knows what I don’t
know, and I think it is time to
look under the hood and see
where we can gain some addi-
tional revenue and where we
might be able to make cuts.”

Mr. Piarulli chimed in that the
current council has not been re-
ceptive to questions when it
comes to the budget. “If some-
body asks a question, they get
attacked, and that has got to
stop,” he said. “There’s not going
to be any bickering in my admin-
istration.”

While that would be a change
from the current atmosphere,
Mr. Piarulli first would have to
mend the division within his own
party. Ms. Kearney is campaign-
ing alone and did not participate
in the interview with The Leader.

Republican Councilman Mike
Martin has distanced himself from
Mr. Piarulli and Ms. Simitz. The
tension spilled over into The
Pointe candidates’ forum, where
Mr. Martin angrily questioned Mr.
Piarulli on his budget proposals.
Mr. Martin is on the finance com-
mittee. And Mr. Martin and Re-
publican Councilman Jim Mathieu
frequently trade barbs on the
dais at council meetings.

Mr. Piarulli said the “split” has
not hurt his campaign. “People in
town are pretty smart,” he said.
“They realize that all politics are
local. It doesn’t matter what the
letter is next to your name. It
matters what your plan is, what
your vision is.”

Ms. Simitz, a business execu-
tive, said the council blames resi-

dents for not knowing what is
going on in the borough, refer-
encing the proposed townhouse
development on Fourth Avenue
that was granted a zoning vari-
ance by the planning board in
May. She said many residents
were unaware of the project.

Both Mr. Piarulli and Ms. Simitz
agreed that the council meetings
are intimidating.

In response to a question from
Mr. Trusdell about the “fracture”
between those who are in favor
of a high-density housing, tran-
sit village model and those who
want to keep the small-town feel,
Mr. Piarulli said that most resi-
dents do not want overdevelop-
ment, which would put a strain
on the borough’s resources, in-
cluding the school, police de-
partment and public works.

“If we are going to put these
large structures with more hous-
ing, we have to be willing to put
the resources behind it,” he said,
adding that residents at The
Pointe should be receiving mu-
nicipal services, such as snow
removal and trash pickup. Pointe
residents pay up to $15,000 a
year in property taxes.

Leader/Times reporter Brian
Trusdell contributed to this re-
port. The entire video interview
can be found at
www.goleader.com/services/
video/.

Republicans Piarulli And Simitz Stress
Taxes, Spending in Garwood

UCC Offers Health Care
Related Training Programs
CRANFORD – Union County Col-

lege is a member of the Northern
New Jersey Health Professions
Consortium which works to
strengthen and expand health
care industry occupational train-
ing, leading to certifications and
employment. The programming
offered through the consortium
is possible through the Health
Professions Opportunity Grant.

The Health Professions Oppor-
tunity Grant is a project funded
by the Administration for Chil-
dren and Families and the US
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services (HHS), Grant Num-
ber 90FX0001. This grant pro-
vides training opportunities to
help people improve their skills
and find better jobs. Eligible ap-
plicants are chosen through a
random lottery. Two-thirds of
eligible applicants will be se-
lected and will receive funding
and support through the grant.
If chosen, students could have

the following education-related
expenses paid for, such as: tu-
ition, required textbooks, re-
quired medical supplies, re-
quired uniform, certification/li-
censure exams, and job search
assistance.

The program offered through
the grant can cover the following
health-related non-credit pro-
grams: Electrocardiogram (EKG)
Technician, Pharmacy Techni-
cian, and Phlebotomy Technician.
The credit-based program that is
covered by the grant is the Emer-
gency Medical Technician.

Applications are now being ac-
cepted for Spring 2015 admis-
sion to Union County College. If
you are interested in learning
more about the Health Profes-
sions Opportunity Grant and how
it can help you, please call (908)
412-3562 or email
hpog@ucc.edu. Additional infor-
mation can also be found at
www.ucchpog.com.
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