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Meet The Candidates Night; You
Really Missed Something

My name is David Sexton and I’m
running for the Westfield Board of
Education.

If you didn’t get a chance to at-
tend last week’s Meet the Candi-
dates Night hosted by the League of
Women’s Voters and the Westfield
PTC, you really missed something.

I was encouraged by how many of
you came out on a cold rainy night
to talk about how to keep Westfield
Schools thriving. I was encouraged
to see the Board of Education mem-
bers in the audience. It made me
glad to have chosen to run for the
Board of Education in a town where
so many people devote their time
and energy to making the schools
the wonderful place that they are.

I hope that the letters I’ve pub-
lished have told you about the kind
of board member that I would make.
I hope my words at the Meet the
Candidates’ night gave you a sense
of how much I care about the
Westfield schools. I hope to get a
chance to meet and talk to as many
of you as I can in the coming weeks
to hear your thoughts about the
schools also.

Hopefully you’ll see me at the

train station, or on the corner in
town. I’ll have my sign so you’ll
know who I am. I’d encourage you
to come up and say hi. I’d love to talk
to you about our schools.

I hope I can convince you that my
experience as a teacher, as a tech-
nologist in financial services and as
a writer for local and regional publi-
cations will make me a good candi-
date. I hope I can share my years
studying for an M.A. in English Lit-
erature and an M.S. in Information
Systems prepared me for the com-
plexities of the job.

I hope my enthusiasm for our
schools will leave you with no doubt
that I intend to do my best for the
Westfield Schools.

Please consider voting for me,
David Sexton, on November 4th for
Westfield Board of Education. You’ll
see me out in town that day encour-
aging you to vote. You’ll see my
name down in Row 4 on the ballot. I
hope you’ll select me as one of the
three new Board of Education mem-
bers.

David Sexton
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Manage a Financial Plan That Serves
The District and Taxpayers

Westfield STEM: Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math!

Last week I had the opportunity to
attend Family Science Night at
Westfield High School. Sponsored
by the Ed Fund of Westfield, Family
Science Night featured various sci-
ence, technology, engineering and
math experiments and demonstra-
tions to our elementary school stu-
dents. The interest in STEM by our
students is overwhelming. There were
hundreds of students cheering “Sci-
ence! Technology! Engineering!
Math!” with former McKinley El-
ementary School Principal Claudia
Andreski as she introduced the pro-
gram of events.

During the evening, Westfield High
School and Union County Magnate
students were able to demonstrate to
the Westfield elementary students
how robots can make our lives easier
and how they can be used for dirty,
dangerous and dull jobs. Students
were then able to take the controls
and have the robot perform basic
tasks such as having the robot go up
and down a ramp. Other activities
included printing a gear on a 3D
printer and developing a hypothesis
on how to clean a penny. The interest
was infectious as many rooms were
standing room only for the demon-
strations.

With students encountering tech-
nology on a daily basis, whether it is
a traffic signal to cross the street,
computer software on their
smartphones or an online quiz tool to
help them study, it’s no surprise that
they are willing to jump into STEM-
related activities without a second
thought. Based on a recently com-
piled list of the 25 best jobs by U.S.
News and World Reports, eight of the
top 10 jobs of the future are in STEM
related careers. As a school district,
we must strive to continually engage
our students in STEM activities and
prepare them for a technologically
advanced future, whether they are
focusing on a STEM career or some
other chosen profession that will be
impacted by technology.

After graduating with a computer
science degree, I have spent my en-
tire professional career in the STEM
field. Initiatives that I would seek to
implement as a member of the
Westfield Board of Education include
the following:

Developing courses and course

tracks around future jobs so our stu-
dents are ready to enter a 21st century
workforce including:

website or mobile app develop-
ment; project management; interac-
tive communication and presentation;
AP technology courses; International
awareness and perspectives of tech-
nology; Partnering with Union
County Magnet School and Kean
University to further expand our tre-
mendously successful summer STEM
program; continue working with the
Ed Fund of Westfield to raise funds to
permit the district to expand our ro-
botics and other technology pro-
grams.

Develop a Technology Night, simi-
lar to Art Night, where students
present their technology achieve-
ments including websites, computer-
based artwork, ideas for e-commerce
or technology-related businesses and
how they use technology to learn.

Provide career direction,
mentorship and summer internship
opportunities by offering a technol-
ogy seminar to Westfield High School
students where local technology pro-
fessionals can discuss and demon-
strate the many ways technology is
used in business today.

Offer technology clubs in middle
school so students can explore new
opportunities for engagement.

We also need to work with our state
representatives so that they under-
stand the long-term importance of
funding STEM programs to spur in-
novation within New Jersey.

If elected to the board, I will work
on behalf of our students to reach out
to our state leaders for STEM pro-
gram funding, research grants and
corporate programs to fund our tech-
nology initiatives, and I will also work
with our technology professionals in
town to help get the programs I have
outlined off the ground.

I would be privileged to have your
support to serve on the Board of
Education in the interests of all the
residents of Westfield. Please vote
for me on Tuesday, November 4th.

If you have any questions or sug-
gestions, please e-mail me at
mike@bielen.net or visit my website
at www.bielen2014.com.

Michael Bielen
Candidate for Westfield BOE

I don’t think it was surprising that
a fair amount of discussion at Candi-
dates’ Night revolved around the bud-
get. My discussions with district offi-
cials over the last few months have
allowed me to see just how much
time and effort goes into crafting the
budget — and as a public finance
attorney it was exactly what I ex-
pected to hear.

The budget and the priorities that
are advanced by the budget process
are probably the most determinative
factors in shaping the curriculum and
capital plan each year within our dis-
trict.

Some of the questions Wednesday
related to the implementation of new
technology or the creation of extra-
curricular clubs for the students. I
think anyone should be enthusiastic
about implementing these ideas, but
the question usually boils down to
whether the activity can be funded.
Overall, the idea of funding is a larger
theme that touches upon each deci-
sion that is made by the district.

I think one of the toughest tasks for
the Board of Education is to set fund-
ing priorities within the budget that
provide our children with the neces-
sary educational resources, activities
and facilities they need to be success-
ful in an increasingly competitive
world. These priorities need to be
considered while being balanced
against the unofficial 2 percent cap
on budgetary increases that the dis-
trict customarily abides by to keep
our taxes manageable. Westfield tax-
payers provide funding for 90 per-
cent of the district budget and you’d
be hard pressed to find anyone who
doesn’t think our taxes are too high.
That being said, I believe people are
more willing to pay the taxes they do,
including the school tax, when they
can see tangible results for the money
being spent.

Westfield High School is ranked as
the 29th best high school in the na-
tion by Newsweek while the Westfield
School District spends less than the
state average on a per student basis,
evidence that dollars spent in our
district are spent wisely. A strong
school system in turn adds to the
value of our homes and generates an

economic benefit to living in this
town.

We must also consider that not
every taxpayer has children in our
schools. Some of our residents, espe-
cially our seniors, may be living on
fixed incomes. Any type of sharp tax
increase, including those related to
school taxes, can be highly problem-
atic to a personal budget. Restraining
budgetary increases to those that are
within 2 percent of the property tax
levy cap affords protection to resi-
dents, especially those on a fixed
income. However, this cap also pro-
vides a limitation on the amount rev-
enues that can be raised. That is the
dilemma that the district faces on an
annual basis.

I have commented on this and put
forth ideas on how revenues can be
increased and expenses limited in
past writings which can be viewed at
www.ChristopherLanghart.com.

In my job as a public finance attor-
ney, I analyze the financial condition
of public entities like towns, cities,
school districts and public authori-
ties on a daily basis. A big part of my
job is to meet with public officials to
review and analyze their revenues
and expenditures. The ultimate goal
of these meetings is to determine
how revenues and expenditures can
be managed in order to provide the
best results for the money available.

As a board member I would look
forward to applying this same analy-
sis on behalf of the Westfield Board
of Education. I would also work with
the professionals and staff of the dis-
trict to develop and manage an ongo-
ing annual financial plan that serves
both the district and our taxpayers. A
holistic approach to these issues re-
quires thought and consideration, but
is ultimately necessary so that town
residents are not subject to an over-
whelming tax burden and the educa-
tional standards of the district can
remain at the highest possible level.

I have gone through this process
many times and it is an aspect of my
job that I enjoy because I can see the
benefit it provides. I would look for-
ward to contributing these same skills
to the Westfield Board of Education
so that we may benefit as well.

Christopher Langhart
Candidate for Westfield BOEState LD-22

Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

More Letters to the Editor Detention Center, Runnells
Discussed By County

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders voted last Thurs-
day to approve an agreement with Hudson
County to enable Diane Youst, currently
the director of the Hudson County Juve-
nile Detention Center, to serve as acting
superintendent of the Union County Ju-
venile Detention Center.

Hudson will be reimbursed $32,000
for the period of October 27 to December
31 for Ms. Youst’s salary and fringe
benefits. Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said because Hudson does not
have an intergovernmental transfer pro-
gram, “it presents a problem in terms of
getting her here and putting her at risk”
because of civil service rules which would
not allow her to hold her current job title
in Union County.

Union and Hudson are currently in dis-
cussions whereby juveniles from Hudson
would be transferred to the Union County
Juvenile Detention Center. Mr. Guzzo said
it is hoped that eventually Ms. Youst
would become a Union County employee.

The superintendent of Union County’s
Juvenile Detention Center, Greg Lyons,
retired, and Tina Matlock, assistant su-
perintendent, resigned this past summer
following the arrest of a female officer,
Sherrie Brown-Braswell, 37, at the Lin-
den facility on charges she sexually as-
saulted a youth for nearly a year at the
detention center.George Blaskewicz, as-
sistant director of the Union County jail,
and Mr. Guzzo have been running the
detention center since.

The freeholders also approved an ex-
tension to the current contract with
KemperSports Management, the firm that
manages Union County’s two golf courses,
Galloping Hill in Kenilworth and Ash
Brook in Scotch Plains, to December 1 of
this year. County Counsel Robert Barry
said the county and Kemper were unable
to complete a new five-year contract in
time for last Thursday’s meeting, the last
scheduled board meeting before Kemper’s
current contract expires in November. Un-
der the new five-year contract, Kemper
will assume total management for the food
and beverage operation at the Galloping
Hill banquet facility and the pro shop at
the clubhouse with the county receiving 7
percent of revenues for both operations.

During the public portion of the meet-
ing, Barbara Egger, president of Health
Professionals and Allied Employees
(HPAE) Local 5112, which represents
nurses at Runnells Specialized Hospital,
said the union has received its fourth date
change for layoffs to take effect at
Runnells. The county is selling the facil-
ity to Center Management Group of Flush-
ing, N.Y. for $26 million.

“Because people (employees) have
relied on the information they have been
given time and time again, a lot of people
have left, a lot of people have resigned,”
Ms. Egger said. She said a social worker
left before she could get her 10 years of
employment with Runnells that she

needed for her pension.
“But as she said, ‘I need a job more

than I need my retirement. She left in
September and took another job. Had she
known that Runnels would still be here in
November she could have stayed there,”
Ms. Egger said.

She said to her knowledge, “not one
person has been offered a position with
the new company.”

“Center Management has so far re-
fused to meet with us despite repeated
attempts on our part to get together with
them and talk,” Ms. Egger said.

She said the union’s understanding is
that the county is re-negotiating the issue
of the psychiatric beds, the Cornerstone
unit, meaning that some of those workers
might remain county employees. Ms.
Egger said because this was not known
earlier, two of the three psychiatrists, all
of the social workers, and several nurses
and aides have left.

Ms. Egger said if Cornerstone remains
with the county all new professional staff
will be needed. “Poor planning, very poor
planning on somebody’s part,” she said.

“What’s happened at Runnells is that a
proud community of workers at a re-
spected facility has become a shadow of
itself and it’s turned into a place with low
senses and low morale and it breaks my
heart,” she said.

In response, Mr. Guzzo said contract
talks have “taken much longer than any
of us anticipated.” ‘“The employees as
well as the patients are foremost on
everybody’s mind,” Mr. Guzzo said. He
said the extension of the closing date on
the sale to Center Management “was based
solely on the fact that employees do not
have enough time to make the decisions
that they need to make. So to characterize
that as anything more than that is false.”

Mr. Guzzo said he has agreed to meet with
any employees or groups “that wants to get
an update on what’s going on up there.”

“But it does no one any good to do this
in public for whatever the reasons may
be,” Mr. Guzzo said.

Cranford Committeeman Tom Hannen,
Jr. asked if there was any update on Union
County College’s (UCC) athletic facility
project. The college originally planned to
build a $1.4-million multi-use field for soc-
cer and lacrosse as well as a six-lane track
along Gallows Hill Road. But after strong
opposition from Cranford and Westfield
residents living near the proposed field, the
college agreed to look at alternative sites
such as Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

County Manager Al Faella said he has
met with UCC President Margaret
McMenamin on two occasions. “(We
have had) preliminary discussions about
the possibility of a field at Oak Ridge
Park in the future to be utilized by Union
County College,” he said.

The board also approved $5,000 in
Discover Our Parks grants funding,
$78,000 in Greening Union County
Grants to plants trees to 12 towns, and
over $1 million to 18 towns in Kids
Recreation Trust grants.

Westfield
Wednesday, October 8, a juve-

nile was arrested on charges of
third degree theft and second de-
gree robbery after officers and de-
tectives responded to the area of
Dudley and Mountain Avenues on
the report of a robbery of a cell
phone in which the victims were
threatened with a knife. The sus-
pect, a 15-year-old male Westfield
resident, was remanded to the
Union County Juvenile Detention
Center in Linden. No injuries were
reported.

Tuesday, October 14, Joseph
Nana, 65, of Roselle Park was ar-
rested as the result of a motor ve-
hicle stop at Elm and Quimby
Streets  on two outstanding
Westfield traffic warrants with bail
totaling $134. Bail was posted and
a court waiver signed.

Tuesday, October 14, after be-
ing stopped for motor vehicle vio-
lations at North Avenue and Saint
Paul Street, Thomas Roman, 32, of
Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing Elizabeth traffic warrant
for $110. Roman posted bail and
was released after processing.

Wednesday, October 15, police
arrested Pedro Sanchez, 20, of
Westfield on Summit Avenue near
Washington Street subsequent to a
detective bureau investigation into
allegations of criminal sexual con-
tact. Sanchez, who authorities said
was apprehended after fleeing from
detectives, was charged with three
counts of fourth degree criminal
sexual contact and obstruction of
the administration of law. Accord-
ing to police, Sanchez allegedly
approached three adult female vic-
tims at random last month in the
vicinity where he was arrested. He
was processed and released after
posting $3,500 bail.

Wednesday, October 15, Eric
Lucas, 61, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) following a motor
vehicle accident investigation at
West North Avenue and East Broad
Street. He was held at police head-
quarters until his sober release.

Thursday, October 16, a burglary
was reported at a residence on the
1000 block of Ripley Avenue. One
or more unknown suspects pried
open a rear sliding-glass door and
ransacked two bedrooms. Reported
stolen at the time were two gold
bangles worth approximately $800
each. There were no suspects at
the time of the report.

Saturday, October 18, a burglary
was reported at a residence on the
1000 block of Minisink Way. One
or more suspects forcibly entered
through a rear porch door by break-
ing a pane of glass to gain access to
the interior deadbolt latch. Accord-
ing to police, four bedrooms and a
first-floor dining room hutch were
ransacked, with $37,950 worth of
jewelry, sterling silver flatware and
clothing reported stolen. The un-
known suspects then exited the pre-
mises through a rear kitchen door.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 14, Rafael

Martinez, Jr., 27, of Plainfield was
arrested on a warrant out of
Westfield following a motor ve-
hicle stop. Martinez was processed
and released by the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Court.

Wednesday, October 15, Ruth

Lourenco, 32, of Bridgewater was
arrested on a warrant out of Spring-
field following a motor vehicle
stop. Lourenco was released after
posting bail.

Thursday, October 16, Timothy
Schetelich, 53, of Scotch Plains
was arrested on a warrant out of
Springfield following a motor ve-
hicle stop. Schetelich was released
after posting bail.

Sunday, October 19, a South Av-
enue business reported being bur-
glarized. It appears that unknown
persons entered through a rear win-
dow and, once inside, went to the
cash register and removed approxi-
mately $200 in cash.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, October 16, a resi-

dent of Morse Avenue reported
being a victim of fraud. He stated
that an unknown suspect made sev-
eral hundred dollars in purchases
on his credit card without his au-
thorization.

Thursday, October 16, a resident
of Raritan Road reported being a
victim of fraud. He stated that some-
one unknown opened up a credit
card in his name without his autho-
rization. No purchases were made.

Friday, October 17, a student at
the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools reported being
the victim of a theft. He stated that
sometime during class an unknown
suspect removed his iPhone from a
bench when he left it for a few
minutes. The iPhone was valued at
approximately $300.

Friday, October 17, Jose Diaz,
30, of Scotch Plains was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
an outstanding $385 warrant out
of Scotch Plains. Diaz was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, October 18, a resident
of Yarmouth reported being a vic-
tim of harassment. He stated that
an unknown suspect had left sev-
eral messages on his cell phone.

Saturday, October 18, a resident
of Wedgewood Way reported be-
ing a victim of criminal mischief.
He stated that sometime overnight
one or more unknown suspects
threw several eggs at his house.

Sunday, October 19, Robert
Mitchell, 35, of Colonia was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI). Mitchell
was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed
and released.

Sunday, October 19, Martha
Dunning, 49, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with DWI.
She was transported to police head-
quarters where she was processed
and released.

Cranford
Friday, October 3, Thomas

Dinicola, 43, of South Amboy was
arrested on charges of possession
of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, October 12, Alexander
Huancayotasso, 36, of Clark was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI). He was
processed and released.

Sunday, October 12, Terrence
Devlin, 49, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with DWI. He
also was cited for refusal to submit
breath samples. Devlin was pro-
cessed and released.

Kean Unveils New Senate
GOP Jobs Bills at Bell Labs
TRENTON — Senate Minority Leader

Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) toured
the Murray Hill headquarters of Bell Labs
on Friday with company president Marcus
Weldon and unveiled new legislation to
create jobs by fostering innovation in
New Jersey.

“Bell Labs is a tremendously success-
ful asset for New Jersey and its economy,
and I am proud to stand with Marcus and
have his support as we seek to increase
opportunities and create high-paying jobs
with this new set of bills to foster innova-
tion,” Sen. Kean said. “This legislation
will help expand research and develop-
ment efforts, as well as create greater
avenues for success by linking higher
education and business communities.
These bills can open doors to help im-
pressive employers like Bell Labs grow
here and attract more job creators by
showing that New Jersey is devoted to
staying a force for innovation.”

“Bell Labs is a key innovation engine
driving the global communications in-
dustry,” said Mr. Weldon. “This initia-
tive aims to ensure that New Jersey con-
tinues to be a leading player on the global
stage and that our heritage of invention
continues at Bell Labs.”

As announced on October 1, this “Fos-
tering Innovation” event marks the be-
ginning of Senate Republicans’ state-
wide rollout of a new six-tiered job cre-
ation and economic growth package,
which they say will not cost taxpayers
extra money and should attract bipartisan
sponsors and support.

Here is a briefing of the fostering inno-
vation bills unveiled at Bell Labs:

The first bill would create a post-doc-
toral fellowship program for cutting edge
industrial research and development at
New Jersey businesses. The bill would
support employers engaged in innova-
tion, and it would also develop the future
workforce pipeline that New Jersey needs
to remain competitive.

Another bill creates an entrepreneurial
fellowship program to foster entrepre-
neurial spirit and support STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and Math-
ematics) startups. Such fellowships would
encourage start-up businesses with new
ideas that drive innovation in New Jer-
sey.

Another part of the bill package would
establish permanent funding for the Com-
mission on Cancer Research. The Com-
mission has gone through ups and downs
in recent budget cycles, but permanent
funding through the underutilized
Workforce Development Partnership
Fund, Senate Republicans say, would
solidify this program and help attract top
scientists to New Jersey to find cures for
cancer and improve the innovation
economy.

A fourth bill would establish a perma-
nent commission on higher education-
business partnerships to perform such
functions as supporting partnerships, fos-
tering innovation in the economy, maxi-
mizing community colleges role in
workforce development, and establish-
ing a higher education ombudsman to
help businesses navigate the higher edu-

cation community and support collabo-
rations such as keeping clinical trials in
New Jersey and promoting technology
transfers.

Another piece of legislation would cre-
ate within the New Jersey Economic
Development Authority (EDA) a tech-
nology transfer assistance program. Get-
ting new ideas and products to market
can be a daunting task, the GOP said, and
a designated office in the state EDA
would be a resource for professors and
entrepreneurs alike to stimulate New
Jersey’s innovation economy.

Another bill provides for the designa-
tion by the New Jersey EDA of institu-
tions of higher education or other quali-
fied entities as manufacturing and pro-
duction resource centers. This program
could support manufacturers’ efforts to
modernize, and become more productive
and efficient.

Crowdfunding investment opportuni-
ties to spur entrepreneurship and innova-
tion in New Jersey would be allowed
under another bill. Crowdfunding is an
easy and convenient way for entrepre-
neurs and innovators to get their ideas to
market via online private investments.
This bill breaks down existing barriers in
New Jersey. This bill is sponsored Senate
Republican Joe Kyrillos on Monmouth
County and Senate Democrat Ray Lesniak
of Elizabeth.

The next bill, sponsored by Sen. Kean,
makes New Jersey a hub for driverless
car research, development and produc-
tion.

In the coming weeks, more new legis-
lation in these five remaining categories
of the jobs bill package will be announced.

Library to Showcase
Javanese Orchestra

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present
Gamelan Kusuma Laras, a Javanese
percussion orchestra, on Saturday,
November 8, at 2 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

The orchestra will present an hour
of the music of Central Java. The
presentation will feature live music
as well as video. Audience members
will learn about how gamelan music
fits into Javanese life, including
music’s role in the all-night shadow
play and masked dance.

This program will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. For
participating libraries, call the
Westfield Library at (908) 789-4090.
To register for the program, visit the
library’s website at wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension 0.
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