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Northfield Bank is seeking talented, customer-oriented individuals to 
join our growing team.  Full and part-time Teller, Head-Teller, Customer 
Service, and Assistant Branch Management positions are available 
throughout Middlesex and Union counties.  We invite interested 
individuals to come out and meet us.  Please bring your resume.

    

eNorthfield.com/careers
(732) 499-7200

Saturday, October 25, 2014
9:00am - 12:30pm

Woodbridge Branch
624 Main Street
Woodbridge, NJ 

Northfield Bank is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer. Minorities/Females/Protected 
Veterans/Individuals with Disabilities. Member FDIC

Northfield offers competitive benefits which include: Paid Time-Off, 
401(k), ESOP, Medical, Dental, and Flexible Spending Accounts. 
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Tell Me Scotch Plains Councilmen,
What Have You Ever Done?

Vote For Garwood Team Dem That
Has Not Made Empty Promises

Every year, at every level of govern-
ment, voters hear politicians say they will
lower taxes and once elected, it rarely
happens. This year, our Republican op-
ponents claim they will lower taxes in
Garwood, but have not given one ex-
ample of how this will be done.

It seems pretty clear that it is just
another empty promise to try to win votes.
Garwood voters should not fall for this
typical political line. Instead, they can
vote for the team that has not made such
empty campaign promises, but instead
has proven solutions to maintain, even
enhance, services at the lowest possible
price. As finance chair for the past three
years, my committee and I have pro-
duced three of the five lowest municipal
tax increases in the past 12 years, with
this year the lowest, at $39.

Our opposition claims it could have
been lower, but the truth is, we went as
low as we could go responsibly. Our
professional auditors told us and the pub-
lic at the budget meeting that we would
be irresponsible to use more surplus than
we already used.

The low increase this year was not
only due to aid from the federal govern-
ment, but also due to the work of the
Finance Committee in cutting $80,000
from the original budget. At first, we
were looking at a municipal budget in-
crease of $156. We brought it down to
$39. Even our opposition’s GOP chair-
man, Jim Mathieu, admitted publicly that
the time to keep a surplus is when you are
about to have a bond sale, because we
will be looked at more favorably by those
buying our bonds.

We will be having a bond sale in the
near future, yet the GOP chairman wanted
us to use more surplus, against the recom-
mendation of the auditor. He did not offer
any budget cuts. In fact, the GOP chair-
man repeatedly pushed for hiring a 16th
officer, even before the police chief rec-

ommended hiring one. It was included in
this year’s budget along with funding to
support redevelopment and increasing
the LOSAP award to our volunteer fire-
men and EMS, which he supported, yet
the GOP chairman did not support the
budget.

Instead, he voted “no” as he usually
does. It’s easy to vote “no” when you
know everyone else will do the right
thing. No one wants a tax increase, but it
is a delicate balancing act between ser-
vices and taxes.

We are happy to have started Garwood
on track with some of the lowest in-
creases, but we are not content. We still
will work hard to keep a tight budget and
save money where we can without jeop-
ardizing needed services or the identity
of our town. If every councilperson voted
“no” like the GOP chairman, we would
not pass a budget and the state would
come in, dictate to us our tax increase,
and then leave us to come up with the
money and we would have failed our
responsibility as your representatives.

Without a plan, one wonders how the
opposition could possibly keep this prom-
ise. Take garbage, sewer, and/or recy-
cling out of the tax bill like many other
towns have done and make you pay sepa-
rately? Cut senior services? Cut recre-
ation? Privatize garbage and lay off our
DPW workers? Outsource our services
so we can be treated like second class
citizens? I believe the people of Garwood
are smarter than this and should not fall
for this empty, typical politician sales
pitch by our opponent.

Sara Todisco (D)
Candidate for Re-Election to

Garwood Council

It’s with interest that I read the edito-
rial in The Scotch Plains Observer, which
was published and distributed by the
Republican/Tea Party, the other day and
referencing the “Democrat Candidates
Have Potential Conflicts.” Yes, finally a
truth from the Republican Partiers — I
have worked for the township in the past.

The last job I did was the demolition of
a house on the Westfield Road Circle.
But as usual your insinuation that it was
a “no bid” job is a blatant lie. This job was
a public bid and I was the lowest respon-
sible bidder and was awarded the con-
tract, which was reviewed by the town-
ship attorney as to its legality.

If you are referring to Super Storm
Sandy, when the township called on us to
“help,” all invoices were submitted to
and approved by your own Ray Poerio,
the recreation director, who was then in
charge of the billing for the DPW and
ultimately approved by then Republican
Mayor DePaola, Republican Councilmen
Marcus, Vastine and Saridaki (A Repub-
lican-controlled Council) and then Coun-
cilman Kevin Glover.

Now you say that this was all no bid.
This was an emergency and we were not
the only contractors hired to help in this
emergency situation. When we finished
our part of the job, Mr. Poerio, who was
in charge at the time, called us back to
give an estimate to complete the work
and since we were again the “low” bid-
der, we were awarded the job.

After completing all the work we re-
ceived a letter from the director of public
works thanking us for helping in this
emergency situation. Without the private
contractors, the roads in Scotch Plains
would never have been cleared since the
township’s road department could not
handle the devastating situation of Super
Storm Sandy alone.

And, yes, Rose Checchio, a person-
able, smart woman running for Town-
ship Council, is my daughter-in-law. She
and her running mates will turn this town
around for the better – just wait and see.

So shame on you for trying to fool the
good people of Scotch Plains with all
your lies.

Oh, by the way, we must be pretty
good contractors since we have done jobs
for Dr. and former Republican Council-
woman Coronato, Republican Chairman
Al Smith and former Republican Mayor
Marty Marks. And last but not least,
under your Republican Councils starting
with former Republican Mayor Joan
Papen, I built the gazebo at Town Hall,
donating all the labor for the foundation
and excavation.

Under former Republican Mayor
Nancy Malool my team and I constructed
the 9-11 Memorial donating labor and
influential in getting local vendors and
businesses to donate materials. As far
back as 1983 under B. Larry Newcomb
(another Republican mayor), I Ralph
Checchio, Vietnam veteran, donated the
labor to build and was influential in get-
ting most all the material donated for the
community bulletin board dedicated to
the Veterans of the Vietnam War, located
on the Hedge Property. All work in-
voiced and approved by all Republican-
controlled Council people – so I guess I
haven’t done such a bad job.

Now tell me, Councilmen Marcus,
Vastine and Jones, what have you three
ever done?

Ralph Checchio
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor
Piarulli For Garwood Mayor;

Honesty, Integrity And Leadership
Last Thursday, the residents of The

Pointe in Garwood were so gracious to
host my first ever official debate with my
mayoral opponent Charles Lombardo.
At different points, the debate was ami-
cable, spirited and yes, even contentious.
What I had not counted on was that I
would learn so much.

First I learned that in Garwood, our
establishment politicians find it fashion-
able and somewhat sophisticated to have
given up on ever cutting taxes, debt or
spending. My opponent refused to ad-
dress why he voted to raise taxes 17 times
and congratulated his running mates Lou
Petruzzelli and Sara Todisco for continu-
ing his tradition of tax increases.

During the debate my opponent said
we have a “tight but good budget” and he
“will not play that shell game of taking
items out of the budget and having people
pay for those items that are taken out.”
Interesting because that is exactly what
Mr. Lombardo’s establishment party did
with bulk garbage and leaf pickup.

Secondly, I learned that my opponent
is unsure of how a surplus in the munici-
pal budget works by stating, “I am not
privy to that information.” I applaud my
opponent for serving on council and one
might expect he would understand how a
surplus works, after all he did vote to
raise taxes 17 times.

Maybe this explains why, in 2005,
Garwood had a surplus of $1.5 million
and my opponent still voted for a 5.3
percent tax increase.

We need a mayor who understands
that when we have a surplus of that mag-
nitude, some of that money should be
returned to the taxpayers and some should
be put in an emergency fund that cannot
be touched to give out pay raises or pay
for pet projects.

Finally, I learned that my opponent
had given up on cutting taxes and spend-
ing, finding it acceptable and even admi-
rable to raise taxes. During the debate, I
was grilled by members of my opponent’s
campaign for exactly how I would reduce
Garwood’s tax burden. I appreciate that
they are now coming to me for solutions

since his record of 17 tax increases speaks
for itself.

Democrat candidates, here are some
specifics: In the last two years, almost
200 municipal budgets were passed in NJ
that either had no increase or actually
decreased the municipal tax rate and
Garwood should have also been on that
list. With proper planning we can avoid
over spending. Councilpersons
Petruzzelli and Todisco are on record
saying that the Athletic Field Complex
(AFC) will only cost $2,000 to $3,000 a
year to maintain. This projection is ab-
surd and we need to make sure the town
does not pick up the tab for poor planning
by these councilpersons. I’ve spoken to
DPW workers who are convinced they
are going to get stuck maintaining the
AFC.

The best way to cut debt is to not get
into debt in the first place. Because of
poor planning of the AFC, our borough
increased debt by 66 percent. The reality
is that there is no magic bullet to auto-
matically cut debt and spending, but we
need to start somewhere and we need to
be willing to try.

I learned other things as well. My
opponent said Garwood needs to “bring
more people in and that’s what re-devel-
opment will do.” That is over develop-
ment. Garwood cannot afford over de-
velopment like we are seeing at the St.
Ann’s property or the Hidi property.

My opponent also justified tax in-
creases by saying both Republicans and
Democrats have raised taxes. This just
confirmed that there are two parties in
Garwood: those that impose their will on
the residents and those that are having
their will imposed upon. I represent the
latter. Regardless of the letter next to the
candidate’s name, we need to elect lead-
ers who will represent the taxpayers.

We are on the verge of shaping the
future of Garwood. We cannot afford to
repeat the mistakes of the Athletic Field,
the St. Ann’s project, the Hidi property
and the bloated tax increases that have
plagued us for years.

As a businessman, I know that hon-
esty, integrity and leadership skills build
a strong relationship. It is a shame that the
campaign for my opponent has resorted
to distortions of truth, personal attacks
and attacks on my family as a means to
distract from the actual issues that con-
cern our residents. These types of tactics
will not occur in my campaign and in my
administration.

The one campaign promise I will make
is that people will be held accountable. On
November 4th please vote for me and for
Tina Simitz for a new direction of ac-
countability, optimism and transparency.

Salvatore Piarulli (R)
Candidate for Garwood Mayor

Battle Of Springfield

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STAREDOWN...Garwood mayoral candidates size each other up during last
week’s debate at The Pointe. Pictured, left to right, are: Charles Lombardo (D)
and Salvatore Piarulli (R).

Election Letters
Next week’s edition, to be pub-

lished on Thursday, October 30,
will be our annual pre-election is-
sue. This year The Westfield Leader
and The Times will accept political
letters limited to 500 words. The
deadline is Monday, 9 am.

Our editors will reject letters that
make personal attacks.

Otherwise, use the paid Express
service for unfettered political state-
ments. See

www.goleader.com/
express

"Write What You Want! We'll
Publish It."


