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Letters to
the Editor

Not Doing Fine; Obamacare Almost
Rewards People For Not Working

WF Historical Society
Thanks Community

The Westfield Historical Society
thanks the many sponsors who contrib-
uted to the outstanding success of our
Sixth Annual Applefest fundraiser. The
event had a record turnout of over 400
people from Westfield and surrounding
towns. Donations from many local ven-
dors and individuals helped defray costs
for prizes awarded for the photography
and art competitions, as well as for our
signature apple pie-baking contest. Gen-
erous sponsors supplied much of the food
and drink for the Apple Café, where
salad, quiche and pulled pork sandwiches
were provided, as well as slices of apple
pie donated by the D.A.R. (Daughters of
the American Revolution) and pie con-
testants.

Special mention to Five Star Driving
School, The Stage House Inn, Northfield
Bank, & grain, and Sam and Arlene
Mahmoud, who each donated over $300
to the event. We received donations from
many individuals and businesses:
Germaine Trabert, Ginny and Warren
Rorden, Barbara and Alan Burton, Thera-
peutic Massage, Patricia & Paul Artisans
of Fine Oils and Balsamics, UBS, Dr.
Anthony Corello DMD, Dr. J. Mark
Albertson, DMD, Westfield Class of
1954, Evalyn Dunn Gallery, Jay’s Cycle,
Manhattan Bagel, Lord & Taylor, Lee
and Jon Perry, Kennedy’s All American
Barber, Robert Treat Deli, Byco Art,
Tiffany’s Drug Store, UPS Store, Faith
Maricic, Westfield Y, Trader Joe’s,
Dreyer Farms and Print Tech.

We extend a big “Thank You” to all
who attended, to our volunteers, vendors
and sponsors, and last but not least, to our
three Apple Pie contest judges.

Karrie Hanson, Julie Isbit
Mary Konsolaki, Applefest

Is Anyone in Scotch Plains Concerned
About The Pilgrim Pipeline?

Politically Polluted Presidency
And Prostituted Power

In your October 9th paper, there was a
letter saying that Obamacare was doing
just fine! It gave a lot of info on how well
it is doing and what the polls say. I wish
they had asked a different question on the
polls and the area it was taken. We hear
nothing about the problems with it or
what it is causing!

Many people who had policies – and
were assured they could keep them –
have been notified their policies will be
cancelled and they would have no choice
but to go on Obamacare! I know of one
person who did not have just one of the
preventive care items on their policy and
that kept them from remaining with the
policy.

This person had quite a time in finding
a policy that would cover the doctors she
wanted to stay with and not high costs.
When she first called in they had to have
her call back because the system was
down. She asked if the info she had given
would be there and they assured her it
would be. When she called back there
was no information there and she had to
start from scratch again! Then before it
was done she was told again that the
system was down and she would have to
call back. She said she would not call
back and the person should stay on the
line for five minutes to see if the system
came back up. It did!

Another person had called to enroll
and was told she could not because she
had no proof of earnings. She has been
without a job for a few years! When she
tried again she was told that she was from
a Midwest state and was not eligible! She
lives in NJ and has always lived here! I do
not know if she has succeeded in her
hopes to enroll.

They say millions have signed up and
paid, but I have a question. Someone who
had no insurance is now able to get it.
However, many of these policies have
deductibles anywhere from $2,500 to
$6,000 with high co-pays. Someone with
low income is eligible to get a subsidy
which helps them. My question: What
happens if that person becomes very ill
and does not have the money to pay off
the deductible? Will the taxpayer be re-
sponsible or will all other premiums go
up?

There are also the part-time workers
that have had their hours cut. Most of
these workers are either retirees trying to
make ends meet or school/college teens
trying to earn extra money. I have a great-
nephew who could not find a job in the
computer field so took on a job as man-
ager of a fast food restaurant in Pa. and a
month later was told he had to cut the
workers’ hours! Now they have to try to
jump from one place to another in order
to get the hours they need.

Then we come to adjunct professors at
community colleges. These are profes-

sors that only work part-time and, for
example, they might teach three classes
three days a week. Because of Obamacare,
they initially decided that they work two
hours at home for every hour they teach
so that gives them a 30-hour work week
and they are considered full-time on the
Obamacare standard. The colleges didn’t
want to provide health benefits since they
can’t afford it. So, they had to cut their
hours from 12 credits to nine credit hours
depending on the credits of each class.
They went ahead (even though there was
a question mark about this) and hired
more adjuncts to cover the other workload
reduction. Then the IRS came out with
real guidance and said they only put in
1.25 hours for each hour taught! Too late!
The colleges all over the country have
remained with the cuts and do not intend
to reinstate classes for professors. In cal-
culating, 12 credits hours would be the
equivalent of 27 hours which is below the
30 required by Obamacare. So, if a pro-
fessor was cut from 12 hours to eight (or
nine) it would be the equivalent of a 25 to
33 percent pay cut. So, instead of getting
insurance, they have less money to pay
for their own insurance.

Hiring more adjuncts makes the unem-
ployment numbers look better, but then
they really need to look at how many
other employees are now under-employed
as a result! Whatever happened to the 38-
and-a-1/2-hour or 40-hour full-time work
week?

So far this does not seem to affect me
because I am on Medicare, but they have
to make million-dollar cuts to this pro-
gram in order to pay for Obamacare!
Believe me, not all senior citizens are
well-to-do and could find themselves with
less health care when they really need it!

Also, Obamacare almost rewards
people for not working. If they work and
achieve a higher level of pay, they won’t
get lower premiums and reductions in
deductibles and out of pocket. So, some
people purposely don’t work more to
avoid getting the lower benefits. Seems
backwards to me!

One more thing – the Democrats want
socialized medicine (Hillary tried when
President Clinton was in office) and that
would be worse than it is now! I had a
good friend in England who told me she
paid into her health plan all her life so she
could have free care when retired. In her
late 70s, she was diagnosed with cancer
and would have to wait six months to see
a specialist. Luckily, she along with her
family, were able to pay for the specialist
themselves. I feel that if she had to wait
six months to start treatment for the can-
cer she would not have lived as long as
she did. I do not think we need this in this
country!

Barbara Edwards
Scotch Plains

The political leaders of Watchung have
done it. Why haven’t the political leaders
of Scotch Plains done it?

Watchung officially opposes the pro-
posed construction of the Pilgrim Pipe-
line by a huge oil company. The two-
directional pipeline will run through
Watchung. Highly corrosive, explosive
crude oil will be piped to Linden. Refined
products like gasoline and aviation fuel
will be piped to Albany. Watchung’s
opposition to the pipeline makes good,
common sense.

Additionally, the pipeline will cross
Route 22 near Terrill Road and enter
Scotch Plains. Thirty three Scotch Plains
homes and 14 Fanwood homes will be
near this dangerous pipeline.

On July 22 I asked the Scotch Plains

Township Council to oppose the con-
struction of the pipeline. The mayor made
no commitment, and no council mem-
bers commented. Moreover, for the last
three months no one has said anything.

Three Republican council members
are up for re-election. Before Election
Day I hope these three publicly oppose
construction of the pipeline.

In their campaign literature, the three
Democratic candidates say they support
the safety of Scotch Plains residents. I
hope they will be specific and publicly
oppose construction of the Pilgrim Pipe-
line.

Watchung is rightly concerned. Is any-
one in Scotch Plains concerned?

Otto Picard
Scotch Plains

With six years of failed administra-
tion, disastrous foreign policy and trash-
ing constitutional procedure the Obama
administration has been awarded the “Five
P Award,” per the above. The losers are
you and the American citizens and their
way of life.

Every time we scratch our heads when
seeing another bad leadership decision
affect our lives, we wonder how much
punishment we can take before we be-
come a third-world power.

You will have an opportunity with the
forthcoming November election to fight
back and remove those in a dysfunctional
party and regain the balance of constitu-
tional process.

Our fondest hope to remove the droll
power-monger Harry Reid from the Sen-
ate and the mental lightweight Nancy
Pelosi from Congress is essential. The
way to do it is to give back the power to
the people who care about fairness and
reduce the Democratic gridlock and over-
kill represented in these governing bod-
ies.

Whether then going into the endless
laundry list of failures and abuse be it

IRS, targeting, Benghazi and countless
others, you have every reason to not
make your future a future of failure.
There is still enough innate patriotism
and love of the American way of life to
ensure that you put our government on
the right track to serve the needs of your
family, children and loved ones.

A populous has been filled with selfish
citizens being bought by the current ad-
ministration with bloated pensions, wel-
fare checks of every type who are happy
to collect your bloated tax dollars paid as
long as they maintain their free lunch
menu. What we have now is extraordi-
nary destruction of a wonderful society
and a road where you will ever continue
to lose your personal liberty and rewards
for personal initiative.

Yes, at this second, Ebola threatens
everyone, but the Obama syndrome and
his lackeys pose an even larger threat to
your future. Vote in this upcoming elec-
tion, and more importantly, vote to save
yourself and the American way of life.

Warren H. Victor
Westfield

Heartbreak of Alzheimer’s;
170,000 Here In New Jersey

Currently, more than five million
Americans are living with Alzheimer’s
disease, including approximately 170,000
here in New Jersey. Those numbers will
skyrocket by mid-century as the baby
boomers age, unless a cure or effective
treatment is found.

I know first-hand the heartbreak
Alzheimer’s can bring. I have watched
my bright and handsome husband be-
come a man without a mind as he suffers
from Alzheimer’s disease.

In addition to the physical and emo-
tional toll Alzheimer’s takes on individu-
als and families, it is also the most expen-
sive disease in the nation. Nearly one in
five Medicare dollars is spent on a person

living with Alzheimer’s, but less than 2
percent of the NIH budget goes toward
Alzheimer’s research. Adequate research
funding is imperative if we are to find an
effective treatment and cure and reduce
the escalating costs of care for our nation.

Alzheimer’s is a truly a bipartisan is-
sue. Defeating it must become a national
priority, regardless of which candidate
wins the upcoming mid-term election.
We cannot afford to lose another genera-
tion to this devastating disease.

To learn how you can join the fight
against Alzheimer’s, visit alz.org.

June S. Fischer
Scotch Plains

The SP Manager Runs Day-To-Day
Operations Ineffectively

In a council conference meeting on
March 4, 2014, Councilman Marcus gave
a passionate and lengthy dissertation on
how the town should change its form of
government to a non-partisan council.

Mr. Marcus stated that it is his inten-
tion to serve the public interest in a
manner better than the system that we
have now. If Councilman Marcus felt
so strongly that our form of govern-
ment was so ineffective and needed
change, why didn’t he run as an inde-
pendent?

Because Marcus has no intention to
make this a non-partisan council, he seized
the opportunity to grandstand for the bet-
ter of his campaign. Marcus explained that
a non-partisan council will serve this town
better. Mr. Marcus had the opportunity to
run as independent and prove that a non-
partisan council will serve residents bet-
ter, but instead ran as Republican.

During this same meeting Mr. Marcus

made an appeal to make the mayoral term
a council appointed term. Taking away
the residents rights to vote for their mayor.
During this meeting Mr. Marcus explains
our form of government. He then empha-
sizes that in our form of government, our
mayor has no more or less power than
another council member. Mr. Marcus
continues to explain that the town man-
ager essentially is in charge of the run-
ning of our town.

According to Marcus’s explanation of
our form of government, the person to
blame is our town manager for the unfin-
ished projects at Brookside, Shady Rest
and the zoo property. Our council knows
that the manager runs the day-to-day
operation ineffectively, but Marcus,
Vastine and Jones continue to support the
manager.

Louis Beckerman
Scotch Plains

Loans for Operations Is Bad;
For Capital Projects Is Sensible

A Democrat mailer opposing the elec-
tion of Mickey Marcus, Bo Vastine and
Llewellyn Jones to the Scotch Plains
Town Council has come to my notice. It
makes a number of unsupported and mis-
leading claims, but the most egregious
are those relating to budget and fiscal
matters.

Your readers deserve to know the truth
of the matter, rather than risk being fooled
by these misrepresentations.

First, Councilmen Marcus, Vastine and
Jones voted for a responsible town bud-
get which increased taxes by only $11 for
the average resident, the lowest munici-
pal tax increase in the last 10 years.

The Democrats on the Council claimed
we could have a budget without any tax
increase, by dipping into reserves rather
than by cutting spending. They did this
knowing that it is irresponsible to draw
down reserves unless the reserves are
determined to be excess to requirements,
and no such independent determination
was made.

Notably, township financial profes-
sionals did not support this approach.
Reducing taxes by draining reserves is
unsustainable and irresponsible.

Second, the Democrats on the Council
voted against the capital budget and $1.5-
million bond ordinance not once but twice,
so they are the ones who “continue to
block important capital budget projects
for our library and public safety.”

The Democrats voted in favor of put-
ting the capital budget on the agenda a
month before they first voted against it,
and to date have offered no satisfactory
explanation of their objections. Why
didn’t they raise their concerns during
the discussion of the capital budget be-

$2.2 million bond ordinance in 2013 –
what changed?

Using loans to finance operating ex-
penses is a bad policy, but borrowing to
finance capital projects that have long
term value is sensible financial manage-
ment. It spreads the cost (and burden on
taxpayers) over the useful lives of the
projects being financed rather than ask-
ing this year’s taxpayers to pay for future
benefits.

John Brewer
Scotch Plains

Summary of SP Grants
The other week I read a letter in these

pages from my council challengers la-
menting a lack of grants. I found this
surprising because this year has been a
fantastic year for Scotch Plains with re-
gards to the amount of grant money re-
ceived.

We received a grant for our police
department for $100k for new backup
generators. We received a $91k grant
from Union County for the recreation
department. We received a $244k grant
from the state to repave West Broad
Street, which will be completed in 2015.

We are about to decide whether or not
to accept an $85k grant for work to do soil
remediation work at the Frazee House
property. (This money has strings at-
tached that would preclude further devel-
opment on that site).

Specifically, my challengers lament a
lack of grants from the county’s CDBG
program (they administer federal HUD
grant monies). However, Scotch Plains
Senior Housing has received two grants
from CDBG this year, $20k for new
windows, and another $26k for new zone
valves and thermostats.

The primary challenge with CDBG
funds are the federal income restrictions
applied to them, that aside from the docu-
mented instances that are known at the
Senior Housing, are generally not some-
thing our residents qualify for.

They also lamented a lack of applica-
tion for Safe Routes to Schools grants for
sidewalks. SRTS grants require an offi-
cial plan from the school district. Our
school district is working on such a plan,
and when it is ready, the Township of
Scotch Plains will be glad to assist in the
corresponding grant applications. In the
meantime, it makes no sense to use con-
siderable township resources to apply for
grants when we know some of the neces-
sary parts of the application are not yet
available.

On Tuesday, November 4th, I ask for
your support at the polls for myself and
my running mates Mickey Marcus, and
Bo Vastine.

Llewellyn Jones
Scotch Plains Councilman

fore it was put on the agenda for a vote?
Third, the operating budget (opposed

by the Democrats) included repayment
of $1.6 million of bonds so the town’s
overall long-term debt would be mod-
estly lower even if the bond ordinance
had been approved.

Fourth, the Democrats now claim that
the town cannot afford $1.5 million of
new debt to fund capital projects (and
voted against the budget that proposes to
pay off $1.6 million of existing loans),
but voted unanimously to approve the

Voters Should Not Forget About
School Election Vote on Nov. 4th

Letters to the Editor

With all the talk of municipal elections this
year, specifically in Scotch Plains, Garwood and
Cranford, isn’t the most important race the school
board elections? After all, this is about educat-
ing our kids. In addition, the school budget is the
largest piece of our local property tax bill.

There are school races this year in Westfield
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood, although it is the
Westfield candidates that are communicating
with weekly letters-to-the-editor on a consistent
basis. This year there are five candidates for
three Westfield Board of Education seats, three
candidates for two Scotch Plains seats on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE, one candidate for
the Fanwood seat, six candidates for three seats
on the Cranford board, and one Mountainside
BOE candidate.

Today’s edition of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times includes can-
didates’ night forums held over the past week for
the Westfield (see page 2) and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Educations (see page 1 of
Times). We encourage voters to read these re-
ports to get a better idea of where the candidates

stand on the issues.
The Westfield candidates have talked about

technology, bullying, curriculum, etc., but have
not spoken much about reducing or least con-
taining the size of the school budget. We also
believe there should be more discussion by
BOE’s on long-term maintenance of school
buildings to avoid straddling homeowners with
millions of dollars in debt that has occurred in
Mountainside and Westfield the few years.

From a personnel standpoint, the school bud-
get has the most employees. But is $100 million
really needed for the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion? Voters no longer have a say on giving a
thumbs up or a thumbs down to local school
budgets.

Thus, it is very important, in our opinion, that
if voters agree or disagree with the spending
practices of the district, they should make their
voices known on Tuesday, November 4.

So while U.S. Senate, Congressional races,
county and local races may be on this year’s
ballot, we urge voters not to forget about the
school board election that same day.

See more letters on pages 5, 10 and 11

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Rhob – Juice
2. Xanthochroous – Having a yellow-

ish complexion
3. Schizotrichia –  Splitting of the hair
4. Tuz – A lock or tuft of hair

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TOL
1. Haughty; boastful
2. A lowland by a waterside
3. To prod; badger
4. To take away

ICTERITIOUS
1. Having yellow skin due to jaundice
2. Covered with scales; scaly
3. Abrasive; irritating
4. Given to creeping or crawling

CASINGS
1. Fine white clay used in making

porcelain
2. Topsoil
3. Cattle manure dried and used as fuel
4. A stem, stalk or support

CASEFY
1. To rapidly change in density; solidi-

fying
2. To be concise; brief; to the point
3. Forming a rough and dry surface
4. To make or become cheeselike

See more Letters
on pages 5, 10, 11

Interviews posted on www.goleader.com/services/video
Garwood Mayor/Council GOP Candidates (Piarulli, Simitz)
US Senate Candidate for NJ GOP Jeff Bell
Scotch Plains Council; GOP and DEM Candidates
Cranford Council; GOP and DEM Candidates
Union County Sheriff Candidate Michael Ince (R)
NJ Congressional D7 Candidate Janice Kovach (D)


