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WESTFIELD AREA Y  

220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield  
since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

Questions?  Contact Leo Gonzalez at lgonzalez@westfieldynj.org or 908-233-2700 x271 

FREE COMMUNITY WELCOME WEEK  
Your invitation to experience the Y: October 25-31 

��FREE Community Breakfast 
Wednesday, 10/29: 7:30-11:00AM  
(continental breakfast and tours available!   
RSVP required online or at the Welcome Center) 

��FREE Decorate a Trick-or-Treat Bag 
Thursday, 10/30:  3:30-5:30PM 

��Trick-or-Treat at the Y 
Friday, 10/31:  All day! 

��7th Grade Initiative Kickoff 
Tuesday, 10/28: 7:00-8:30PM  

��FREE 7 days of Health & Wellness 
�� Fitness facilities, gym, swim & racquetball 

�� 100+ teen, adult & senior land and water 
group exercise classes 

�� Sample a Fall 2 youth or parent/child class 
(as space permits) 

… Gift for everyone! 

Enter to win a FREE membership!  
   New member and refer-a-friend specials! 

The Nirvana Mattress.
Only at Shovlin Mattress Factory.

...and Nirvana?

Shovlin Family

Your Local Mattress Makers Since 1972

Fall is upon us.
Apple picking,
pumpkin pie...

ShovlinMattress.com

Piarulli, Lombardo Face Off
In Candidates’ Forum

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Borough Democratic
mayoral candidate Charles Lombardo
touted his decades of experience in gov-
ernment while Republican Sal Piarulli
repeatedly emphasized his campaign
theme of reducing the tax load on resi-
dents as the two squared off in a Garwood
mayoral candidates’ forum Thursday
night.

The two took turns answering ques-
tions at The Pointe condominium club-
house submitted via e-mail to the
complex’s board, as well as several from
the floor of the standing-room-only
crowd.

Mr. Piarulli, who defeated incumbent
Pat Quattrocchi in the June Republican
Primary, was the recipient of the most
contentious questions of the evening, in-
cluding a terse exchange between him
and Borough Councilman, and fellow
Republican, Mike Martin.

Mr. Martin, a member of the council’s
finance committee, indicated his displea-
sure with Mr. Piarulli’s assertion that the
borough council could do more to reduce
taxes.

“I’m fired then?” Mr. Martin asked.
“No, you’re not fired,” Mr. Piarulli

replied with a chuckle. “Are you saying I
won already?”

Mr. Piarulli illustrated his point by
claiming that 198 municipalities in New
Jersey in the last two years had either
reduced or kept taxes unchanged. The
banter turned tense when Mr. Martin
emphasized that Mr. Piarulli was refer-
ring to municipal taxes and did not in-
clude county or school taxes.

When Mr. Piarulli attempted to re-

spond while Mr. Martin was in mid-
sentence, Mr. Martin shot back with:
“Now I’m talking. I’m already elected.
Okay? So you let me talk now.”

Mr. Piarulli also had moments with
Mr. Lombardo, particularly as Mr. Piarulli
declared that the borough had two par-
ties, one that wanted to raise taxes and the
residents who pay the taxes.

“It’s enough,” he said. “We don’t want
to pay more taxes.”

“Then you should go back where you
came from,” Mr. Lombardo said.

“No. We should look at what other
towns are doing,” Mr. Piarulli replied.

Mr. Lombardo, the safety coordinator
for the Union County Department of
Public Works, accentuated his govern-
ment experience as one of his strengths.
Besides 21 years on the Garwood Bor-
ough Council, he served as the former
chairman of the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority. He implied that Mr.
Piarulli, a self-employed marketing con-
sultant, did not have the background for
mayor.

“A good friend of mine told me, jok-
ingly, one time, being on council is only
two meetings a month, to which I re-
sponded, ‘But not if you want to do the
job right and fair,’” he said. “The position
of mayor is even more demanding and
not the place for on-the-job training.”

Another forum for borough council
candidates was to be held in the same
location tonight, October 23, at 7:30 p.m.
in The Pointe clubhouse, with Demo-
cratic incumbents Sara Todisco and Lou
Petruzzelli facing off against Republican
challengers Carol Kearney and Tina
Simitz. The election is set for Tuesday,
November 4.

Westfield Board of Ed.
Candidates Hold Forum

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Five candidates seek-
ing to fill three open seats on the board of
education come election day, Tuesday,
November 4, took part in a forum last
Wednesday at the Westfield High School
auditorium moderated by Dawn Clarke
of the League of Women Voters. Incum-
bent Mark Friedman, Christopher
Langhart, Margaret “Peggy” Oster, David
Sexton and Michael Bielen answered
questions on topics of technology, anxi-
ety and stress in students, revenue, bud-
get, differentiated education, the estab-
lishment of non-competitive teams, and
the maintenance of facilities. Noreen
Coleman and Anastasia Harrison with-
drew as candidates after the ballot was
created.

The first question asked was what each
candidate’s top priorities would be if
elected. Technology and professional
development in teachers, developing rev-
enue, and facilities were top priorities for
Mr. Friedman, president of e-commerce
for Steve Madden. Mr. Bielen, a technol-
ogy professional, said technology, teacher
training and facilities were at the top of
the list. Budget, teacher training and tech-
nology and communications were at the
forefront for Mr. Sexton, a former teacher
of English and American Literature. Ms.
Oster said technology, controlling taxes
and facilities were her top priorities. Bud-
get, finding a place for special-needs
children within the school district rather
than busing them out of district, and
developing programs to address anxiety
of students were important issues for Mr.
Langhart, a lawyer in public finance.

How to generate revenue was the sec-
ond question on the agenda. Mr. Langhart
suggested cooperative purchasing, rent-
ing facilities and having an energy audit
of the buildings to realize savings in
utility costs.

“We can look at expenses in general.
But, in the long run, those are fairly small
savings,” said Ms. Oster, a former man-
ager of the International Arbitrage Finan-
cial Reporting Department at Salomon
Brothers on Wall Street. She suggested
grants for facility costs, advertising on
fields, and reaching out to public officials
to look at the school funding formula to
receive government funding for programs.

“State funding is not something you
can rely on year to year,” Mr. Sexton
said. He suggested fundraising with
alumni and the PTO to acquire additional
revenue streams.

“Westfield is getting $450 per student,
where other districts are getting an aver-
age $5,881…something is broken there;
we need to reach out to our local officials
and our state representatives and legisla-
tures here in town to discuss how we can
improve that,” said Mr. Bielen, who said
he has already established relationships
with these local officials.

Facility rentals, advertising and licens-
ing were ideas Mr. Bielen proposed to

generate revenue, as well as developing
an alumni fund and looking at other funds
offered by local organizations and large
corporations.

Mr. Friedman suggested co-partner-
ships with organizations and corpora-
tions.

Renting out facilities, Ms. Oster said,
results in “additional taxes to our town
members…and I would try to stay away
from that.”

It was asked if The Race to Nowhere,
taken from a documentary on kids being
tired and stressed due to overload of
school and extra-curriculars, is an issue
in Westfield schools, and if so, how could
it be addressed.

“I think alleviating stress has to come
from your home,” Ms. Oster said. “Par-
ents have to decide where children want
to be.” She said she did not think “every-
one here in the high school is dealing
with” the Race to Nowhere.

The antidote to stress is “keeping our
schools strong and making sure the teach-
ers in the classroom are doing their best to
make sure the kids have a safe place to go
and learn character,” Mr. Sexton said.

Learning kindness and friendship
amongst their peers was a subject to
instill in children, Mr. Bielen said.

“There is an unspoken pressure to do
very well. A lot of times life is about
failure too,” Mr. Langhart said. He sug-
gested that counselors need to emphasize
talking to students about their failures
and successes. He said he has heard of
anxiety in children at the Franklin El-
ementary School.

The next question asked how each
candidate felt about differentiated educa-
tion and STEM (Science Technology
Engineering and Mathematics), which
was introduced in the summer, as part of
the curriculum.

“There is a role for all these things in
the schools…it is critical to make sure the
kids are being taken care of and still a part
of the group,” Mr. Sexton said.

“I think it is very difficult for the
teachers…I understand the child who
could understand is a teacher for the child
who cannot understand…It is something
we can work through because we have
great teachers,” Ms. Oster said. “STEM
is a great program. It teaches opportuni-
ties that are out there,” she said.

Mr. Friedman wanted to see STEM
expanded in the summer and offered to
older kids. Mr. Bielen wanted to see STEM
added into the school year and learn more
about web application development.

All the candidates agreed that having
non-athletic competitive teams, such as
debate, chess and robotics, would be a
benefit to the school system.

A five-year plan for a facilities budget
was deemed necessary by all candidates.

Mr. Friedman said the county requires
the district to have a five-year plan for
facilities and while he was on the board
he worked to increase the capital reserve
from some $800 to millions of dollars.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISCUSSING THE ISSUES...Garwood Republican Mayoral candidate Sal
Piarulli, second from left, and Borough Council candidate Tina Simitz, third
from left, sit with Westfield Leader reporters Brian Trusdell and Megan Scott
prior to a video-taped interview at the newspaper’s office Friday night.

Piarulli And Simitz Stress
Taxes, Spending in Garwood

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Garwood Republican
candidates for mayor and council once
again stressed their campaign theme of
easing the tax burden on Friday in a video
interview with The Westfield Leader.

But Sal Piarulli and Tina Simitz
struggled to give specifics on how to
generate revenue in the short-term or
reduce spending, saying that they would
study the budget closely to find places to
cut.

The interview came one day after Mr.
Piarulli sparred with Democratic may-
oral candidate Charles Lombardo at The
Pointe candidates forum. Ms. Simitz was
scheduled to participate in a candidates’
forum with fellow Republican Carol
Kearney and Democratic incumbents Sara
Todisco and Louis Petruzzelli tonight.
The election is Tuesday, November 4.

“Every year our spending has gone
up,” Mr. Piarulli said, responding to ques-
tions from Leader reporter Brian Trusdell.
“We’ve brought in a lot more revenue,
but for some reason we keep spending
more money.”

Mr. Piarulli, a self-employed market-
ing consultant, made clear that he was not
talking about a reduction in services,
such as the Department of Public Works
or the Garwood Police Department.
Rather, he wants to focus on what he calls
out-of-control spending by ensuring that
the budget is not more than the previous
year’s.

While the mayor does not vote unless
there is a tie, Ms. Simitz vowed to be
more aggressive in the budget negotia-
tions. She wants to continue to investi-
gate shared services, something the bor-
ough has explored. She said she also
wants to partner more closely with the
Garwood Board of Education. Of the
estimated $237 tax increase approved
this year for a home assessed at $100,000
in Garwood, $133, or 56 percent, of it
was for the schools.

“Honestly, I’m going to ask ques-
tions,” she said. “I’m a person who
knows what I don’t know, and I think it
is time to look under the hood and see
where we can gain some additional
revenue and where we might be able to
make cuts.”

Mr. Piarulli chimed in that the current
council has not been receptive to ques-
tions when it comes to the budget. “If
somebody asks a question, they get at-
tacked, and that has got to stop,” he said.
“There’s not going to be any bickering in
my administration.”

While that would be a change from the
current atmosphere, Mr. Piarulli first
would have to mend the division within
his own party. Ms. Kearney is campaign-
ing alone and did not participate in the
interview with The Leader.

Republican Councilman Mike Martin
has distanced himself from Mr. Piarulli
and Ms. Simitz. The tension spilled over
into The Pointe candidates’ forum, where

Mr. Martin angrily questioned Mr. Piarulli
on his budget proposals. Mr. Martin is on
the finance committee. And Mr. Martin
and Republican Councilman Jim Mathieu
frequently trade barbs on the dais at coun-
cil meetings.

Mr. Piarulli said the “split” has not
hurt his campaign. “People in town are
pretty smart,” he said. “They realize that
all politics are local. It doesn’t matter
what the letter is next to your name. It
matters what your plan is, what your
vision is.”

Ms. Simitz, a business executive, said
the council blames residents for not
knowing what is going on in the bor-
ough, referencing the proposed
townhouse development on Fourth Av-
enue that was granted a zoning variance
by the planning board in May. She said
many residents were unaware of the
project.

Both Mr. Piarulli and Ms. Simitz agreed
that the council meetings are intimidating.

In response to a question from Mr.
Trusdell about the “fracture” between
those who are in favor of a high-density
housing, transit village model and those
who want to keep the small-town feel,
Mr. Piarulli said that most residents do
not want overdevelopment, which would
put a strain on the borough’s resources,
including the school, police department
and public works.

“If we are going to put these large
structures with more housing, we have to
be willing to put the resources behind it,”
he said, adding that residents at The Pointe
should be receiving municipal services,
such as snow removal and trash pickup.
Pointe residents pay up to $15,000 a year
in property taxes.

Leader/Times reporter Brian Trusdell
contributed to this report. The entire video
interview can be found at
www.goleader.com/services/video/.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

See gov. News on Pages 10, 11,  21.


