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Scotch Plains Council Candidates
Face Off in Televised Debate

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Demo-
cratic and Republican candidates vy-
ing for three open seats on the Scotch
Plains council debated Monday to a
packed chambers in the municipal
building. Reporter Fred Rossi of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times moder-
ated the debate.

Democratic candidates Luisa Bianco,
John Del Sordi, Jr. and Rose Checchio
look to unseat their Republican oppo-
nents, William “Bo” Vastine, Michael
“Mickey” Marcus, deputy mayor, and
Llewellyn Jones, in the Tuesday, No-
vember 4 election.

The idea of supporting Mayor Kevin

Glover’s zero increase in the budget
that he proposed this year was split
down the party line, with the Demo-
cratic candidates backing it and the
Republican incumbents opposed to it.

The Democrats believed there was
enough surplus to support a zero-per-
cent tax increase, which they said would
have helped families in a struggling
economy.

The Republicans supported the in-
put provided by the township chief
financial officer, township manager and
township auditor, who were against a
zero-percent increase.

When asked why the GOP incum-
bents did not support a joint meeting as
part of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains po-

lice department merger, Mr. Marcus
said nothing transpired in the four years
he sat on the police merger committee,
calling it “unworkable and impracti-
cal.”

Merging other departments is some-
thing Ms. Checchio suggested should
be studied to lower the tax burden on
citizens.

The joint meeting would not be in-
cluded in the 2-percent tax levy in-
crease cap, and Mr. Vastine said it would
become a “patronage mill by Union
County employees.”

The next round asked how the candi-
dates would have voted for the twice
failed capital bond ordinance that was
introduced this year.

Ms. Checchio said she would have
“cherry picked” items to fund in the
bond, while Ms. Bianco said there was
“unnecessary equipment” in the bond.

“You need to give the tools to your
service providers to take care of your
residents,” Mr. Marcus said.

The bond would have paid down
debt and long-term investments, Mr.
Vastine said.

“Last year’s capital bond ordinance
was $2.25 million worth of debt,
whereas this year’s was only $1.5 mil-
lion in debt,” Mr. Jones said. He did not
understand the “inconsistency” in sup-
port.

How downtown development should
be handled also was asked. The Re-
publican incumbents referred to the
downtown committee that they put for-
ward and support as a means to revive
the downtown, while the Democrats
believe a forum should be held with
residents and business owners to forge
ideas for development.

Park maintenance was another issue
brought forward for debate. The Demo-
cratic candidates feel the parks need to
be better maintained. Republican in-
cumbent Mr. Marcus said the recre-
ation and parks departments “have
made tremendous improvements in the
parks over the years.” Mr. Jones said he
opposes dissolving the recreation com-
mission. The costs to clean up the pond
at Brookside Park was put forward in a
bond ordinance that was turned down
by the mayor and Democratic council
member this year, Mr. Vastine said.
Grant money should be secured to im-
prove parks, Ms. Bianco said.

SP GOP Candidates For
‘Best Interest’ of Township

Dems Want to Work Together,
Comprise to Get Job Done

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
candidates for township council, Luisa
Bianco, John Del Sordi Jr. and Rose
Checchio, are lookimg to unseat their
Republican opponents, incumbents
William “Bo” Vastine, Michael
“Mickey” Marcus, deputy mayor, and
Llewellyn Jones in the Tuesday, No-
vember 4 election. The three candi-
dates sat down with editor Paul Peyton
of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
to discuss their goals should they be
elected.

When asked how they could work to
change the dysfunction in the council,
currently made up of three Republi-
cans and two Democrats, led by Demo-
cratic Mayor Kevin Glover, all three
candidates said they would work to-
gether and negotiate to find a common
ground.

“Primarily our focus would be work-
ing together as a unit, Mr. Del Sordi
said.

All three said when elected they
would evaluate the services and man-
agement.

“Our team, we really work well to-
gether. There would be an immediate
impact. We are about getting things
done. We are always working for our
town. We know Scotch Plains deserves
better. We would be dedicated to nego-
tiating and working with everyone to
get things done,” Ms. Bianco said.

“If you sat in any one of those coun-
cil meetings it is a shame what they do.
All the arguing and fighting that goes
on. In the business world it is OK to
disagree with someone…but to draw
things out like we do and get nothing
done. At the end of the day, we are
going to get it done,” Mr. Del Sordi
said.

They also said they would work
across party lines to find compromise,
should this election result in a mix of
Republicans and Democrats being
elected into council, as well as working
together with their fellow Democrats
Mr. Glover and Colleen Gialanella.

“This isn’t about party. This is about
Scotch Plains and moving Scotch Plains
forward in a positive direction. It is
about compromise and you have to
have that. That is why a lot of us are
upset because there is no compromise.
It is all or nothing,” Ms. Checchio said.

“Just because they are the same party,
we are independent thinkers and we are
going to make up our own mind as to
whether or not we are going to support
something or not. Our guiding princi-
pal is and always will be what will
make Scotch Plains better,” Ms. Bianco
said.

Providing better services, respon-
sible spending, maintaining open
spaces and government buildings, and
improving the downtown were areas
in the township the candidates said
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Republican
Township Councilmen Llewellyn
Jones, who won the election this past
November to fulfill an unexpired term,
William “Bo” Vastine, who was
elected in 2010, and Michael
“Mickey” Marcus, deputy mayor, who
was elected to the council in 2010, sat
with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week to discuss their town-
ship council election campaign. Their
opponents are Democrats John Del
Sordi, Jr., Luisa Bianco, and Rose
Checchio.

Currently, the governing body is
split between three republicans and
two democrats, led by Democratic
Mayor Kevin Glover. All three candi-
dates disagreed that the council is
dysfunctional, but rather Mr. Glover
“has a difficult time running an effec-

tive official meeting,” as Mr. Vastine
said.

“I think to characterize the council
as being dysfunctional is an inaccu-
rate characterization. The only thing
we attempted to do this year that we
have not been able to do is the stuff
included in the capital bond ordi-
nance, and that was unfortunate the
two Democrats on the council voted
against it,” Mr. Vastine said.

The council had completed its pav-
ing program “in a record three-week
period,” Mr. Vastine said. As well as
implementing a new fingerprint time
clock for hourly employees and in-
stalling GPS’ in all township vehicles
to ensure the vehicles are being used
for business uses only,” Mr. Vastine
said.

“If you want to change the persona
or civility of the council, this year is
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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO PROGRESS…Nearly four months after its scheduled completion was inter-
rupted by questions over permits, the nearly-finished pavilion stands idle at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LIVELY EXCHANGE... Scotch Plains Township Council candidates debated Monday at the municipal building to a
packed chambers for three open seats on the council. Pictured, from left to right, are: Democrats Luisa Bianco, Rose
Checchio and John Del Sordi, Jr., and incumbent Republican Councilmen Mickey Marcus, William Vastine and Llewellyn
Jones. The forum was sponsored by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
WELL DONE...Phyllis Sandrock, left, and Margaret Chowdhury were honored
by Mayor Colleen Mahr as Fanwood's Volunteers of the Month for their work on
the new rain garden at Borough Hall. Gary Szelc, right, spoke at Tuesday’s
presentation of framed prints of the historic train station. The rain garden, which
was built with grant money and contributions from businesses, was finished
earlier this month. It takes runoff water from Borough Hall and captures
pollutants using plants so the untreated water does not end up in nearby streams.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GREETING VISITORS... Volunteers Darlene Palombo and Renate Maroney
were on hand this past weekend to explain the history of the Osborn Cannonball
House Museum in Scotch Plains. The event was part of Union County’s “Four
Centuries in a Weekend” program.

Council and Residents Discuss
Recreation Panel and Director
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two weeks
before the municipal elections, the
township council on Tuesday spent a
good deal of time at its business meet-
ing discussing several issues that have
become bones of contention in the
campaign.

Several residents, active in local
sports leagues and the township recre-
ation commission, offered words of
support for both the commission and
for the township recreation department
and its director, Ray Poerio. Earlier this
month, at the council’s conference
meeting, Mayor Kevin Glover, in re-
sponse to a question from a resident,
appeared open to the notion of possibly
abolishing the recreation commission,
which could be accomplished by en-
actment of an ordinance, so that the
recreation director and the department’s
programs could be under the purview

of the township manager rather than
the independent commission.

This week, after listening to several
residents voice support for the com-
mission and for Mr. Poerio, the mayor
said there had “not been any discus-
sion” among council members to do
away with the commission. While the

mayor added that the issue was “a
matter of organization” and that the
council “might consider what’s best for
recreation,” he again stated that the
issue was “not on the table for discus-
sion.” Mr. Glover repeatedly praised
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Fanwood Council Hears
Consolidation Study Update

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Don Parisi, chair-
man of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Consolidation Study Commission
(FSPCSC), updated the Fanwood
Council on his group’s progress at
Tuesday night’s council meeting.

The group’s goal is to fund and
execute a study that would explore
the costs and benefits of consolidat-
ing Fanwood and Scotch Plains. Mr.
Parisi explained that a Request for
Proposals process resulted in two bids
from consultants who could perform
such a study. The first bid came in at
$75,000, the second at $100,000.
Both bidders agreed to keep their
bids open while FSPCSC attempted
to procure funding.

FSPCSC next reached out to pri-
vate foundations for funding. A few
foundations expressed interest, said
Mr. Parisi, but specified that they
would be interested only in match-
ing-fund donations to the project.

To raise funds that such private

foundations could match, FSPCSC
acquired a non-profit status, in order
to allow citizen-donors to make tax-
deductible contributions; should the
study never achieve full funding,
those contributions would be re-
funded to the donors.

FSPCSC publicized this initiative
on Facebook and elsewhere and has
so far received $8,000 in donations.

While that sum is not sufficient,
Mr. Parisi said, it is sizable, and the
group intends to continue its efforts
to raise grassroots funding for private
foundations to match by expanding
public outreach and education, as
well as potentially using indepen-
dent crowd-sourcing.

Mr. Parisi emphasized that
FSPCSC’s purpose is not to promote
consolidation but to promote a pro-
fessional study exploring potential
costs and benefits of consolidation.
“This commission exists to get the
study done…we’re not pro-consoli-
dation, we’re pro-study,” he clarified.
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