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Momentum got on the Elizabeth
High School boys soccer team’s
side early and remained there in
a 7-0 victory over the Cranford
Cougars at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 7. The Min-
utemen netted a pair of goals in
the first half, while avoiding a
possible momentum changer,
then notched five unanswered
goals in the second half.

The 2-8-2 Cougars have been
experimenting with different
combinations of personnel in an
effort to turn their season in a
positive direction. Veteran goal-
keeper Dominic Meliado has
moved to the front and freshman
Andrew Rojo has taken over the
duties as the last line of defense.

“We were having some real suc-
cess with our keeper, who is a
freshman at the JV level. He has

been playing really well. So I
have been looking for different
combinations of players. We re-
ally have been struggling to score
and getting an attack going. We
had to get a little more vocal
leadership. Dominic is one of our
most aggressive and vocal play-
ers, so I decided to give him an
opportunity out in the field and
give our freshman keeper a shot
and, hopefully, develop him for
the future,” Cougar Head Coach
Greg Campbell said.

Junior Maximiliano Acosta led
the Minutemen with three goals
and an assist, and senior Agya
Quainoo pushed in two goals,
while senior Brian Carvahlo and
junior Jamie Ferreira (assist) each
added one goal. Steven Arroyave,
Kevin Flores, Miguel Goncalves
and Nahuel Pereyra were cred-
ited with assists. The Minutemen
also took 15 shots at the goal,

while the Cougars took four shots.
Rojo finished with three saves,
while defenders Erik Monteagudo
and Garrett Forrestal made some
key blocks of shots.

Acosta scored his first goal with
33:25 on the clock after he re-
ceived a long kick from midfield
and managed to deflect his shot
off the charging Rojo. Minutes
later, senior midfielder Anthony
Maglino nearly shifted the mo-
mentum to the Cougars’ side
when he launched a bullet that
was absorbed by Minuteman
keeper Diego Pellejero. With 12
minutes left in the half, Cougar
midfielder Mark Christiano lifted
a shot just over the crossbar then
with less than 30 seconds re-
maining, Quainoo gave the Min-
utemen a 2-0 lead.

“That’s kind of been the story of
our season. Certainly, not just
him, we had missed opportuni-
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ties. It is amazing what a change
it will make in a game, being tied
1-1 or going 2-1, as opposed to
being down 2-0 at halftime in
terms of morale and in terms of
mental focus. We’ve not put away
our opportunities, and that’s why
we have the record we have so
far,” Coach Campbell said of
Maglino’s shot.

Early in the second half, Meliado
ripped a right-to-left shot that
just missed the far post then with
22:00 on the clock, Acosta won a
battle with Rojo and slid in his
second goal. Within a minute,
Cougar Kevin Roman got off a
hard shot that Pellejero saved
then with 19:00 left, Acosta made
the score 4-0 with his hat trick.

Eight minutes later, Quainoo
netted his second goal. Senior
Albert Gargiulo tried to get the
Cougars in the scoring column
with a long free kick that Pellejero

smothered. Carvahlo made the
score 5-0 with a header into the
net then Ferreira tallied the final
goal with five minutes remain-
ing.

The Cougars were looking to
rebound from their defeat when
they faced the Union Catholic
Vikings in the preliminary round
of the Union County Tournament
in Scotch Plains on October 8.

“It’s going to be a competitive
game. Union Catholic’s got a good
record so far. They got some
wins under their belt. It is a lot
for our team’s confidence going
into a game like this, but I think
our guys will be able to shrug this
off. They are really excited. We’ve
gotten down a little bit in our
regular-season play, and I think
they are looking forward to the
opportunity in the county tour-
nament. Everybody is on level
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