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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rabid defensive tactics and
proof of a very versatile offensive
arsenal catapulted the Cranford
High School football team way
over the Voorhees Vikings, 42-7,
in a battle of the unbeaten at
Memorial Field in Cranford on
October 10.

The 4-1 Vikings appeared to be
keying on quarterback Jack
Schetelich and receiver Luke
Christiano, but they quickly found
out that there more than just two
offensive threats. Despite,

Schetelich (23 rushes, 58 yards)
had touchdown (TD) runs of two
yards and six yards. He also com-
pleted eight of 10 passes for 171
yards and a pair of TDs.
Christiano, who rushed six times
for 31 yards, had two receptions
for 77 yards, including a 31-yard
TD grab.

What the Vikings did not expect
was the exploits of running back
Donavin Walker and the leg of
Joe Norton. Walker, who carried
seven times for 71 yards, got the
opportunity to run the pass route
that Christiano had been so fa-

miliar with and pulled off a 50-
yard touchdown reception.

The Cougars’ defense pressured
Viking quarterback Charlie
Rodenberger and limited him to
26 rushing yards in the first half
and another 51 in the second
half. He managed only to com-
plete one pass for 23 yards. The
Vikings totaled only 140 yards
rushing on 31 carries. Defensive
back Kevin Trotter (2 tackles, 8
assisted), linebacker Niko
Cappello (tackle, 7 assisted, sack)
and lineman Nick Ballas (4 tack-
les, 2 assisted, sack) were all
over Rodenberger. Jake
Matthews, Mike Palumbo, Brian
McGovern, Ethan Toms and Colin
Scanlon also made their pres-
ence well known.

“It’s really the whole team. Ev-
eryone had their own time to
take a shot. Everyone had their
chance to get that kid,” Trotter
said of Rodenberger.

“The Rodenberger kid is an out-
standing athlete. You watch him
on film you hold your breath,
because every time he gets it, it
looks like he can score. We didn’t
stop him because he broke a few
runs, but we were able to contain
him for the most part. It was a
great job by the entire defense
and the defensive coaches. Coach
[Joe] Hubert does an outstand-
ing job on the defensive end and
coach [Peter] Kane is coordina-
tor of special teams. That was
really the difference in the game
tonight,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

The 5-0 Cougars sent a mes-
sage early, after they stopped

the Viking on their first series,
when they marched 75 yards on
15 plays for their first TD when
Schetelich connected with
Christiano for 31 yard scoring
pass play with 2:07 left in the
first quarter. Erik Donahue (2
receptions, 21 yards) and Norton
(3 receptions, 15 yards) made
key grabs on the drive.

Trotter put the Vikings in jeop-
ardy when he returned a punt 45
yards to the Voorhees 16. Unfor-
tunately, Schetelich’s pass was
picked off in the end zone. How-
ever, thanks to stubborn defense,
the Cougars got good field posi-
tion at the Voorhees 48. Walker
weaved his way for a 33-yard
gain then after three more Cou-
gar carries, Schetelich slipped in
from the two. A little pitchout to
Christiano resulted in the two-

WALKER, CHRISTIANO TD RECS; SCHETELICH 2 TD RUNS, 2 TD PASSES; BAKIE 54-YARD TD

Cougars’ Versatility Grounds Voorhees Footballers, 42-7
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