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Immigration; DACA Is Not Amnesty
And Is Not For Undocumented Felons
I [immigration attorney] am writing to

correct some of the misinformation in the
letter about “illegal immigration” in the
October 9 edition of The Westfield Leader.
Mr. Grabowski, the writer, repeatedly
refers to something he calls “DACA
Amnesty.”

DACA is an acronym for Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals, and De-
ferred Action refers to the process of
temporarily suspending the prospect of
deportation for an individual. It is not
amnesty because DACA does not confer
permanent legal status – i.e., a green card.

To my knowledge, neither Congress
nor President Obama has instituted any
amnesty program recently. Moreover,
DACA is not a sweeping measure. It
applies only to those young people under
the age of 30 who were brought to the
U.S. before 2007, meaning they were
extremely young when they entered, and
came because they were brought here by
someone else.

DACA allows these young people who
have attended our public schools to ob-

tain a Social Security number and work
authorization for two years so they can
continue their education and contribute
to the economy – all the things that help
our social fabric rather than tear it apart.

Contrary to the letter writer’s state-
ment, there is no evidence that DACA
recipients have made our communities
“less safe.” Mr. Grabowski asks whether
any of the people “who have received
DACA amnesty” [sic] are gang members
or convicted felons. In fact, DACA is
unavailable to an applicant who has been
convicted of a felony or significant mis-
demeanor, or poses a threat to national
security public safety or security, which
includes gang membership.

While people may differ in their opin-
ions on amnesty for undocumented aliens,
DACA is not amnesty, and misrepresen-
tation of the program’s goals does not
further the discussion.

Laurie Woog
Westfield
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TRIAL LAWYERS

Negligence Cases

Est. 1984

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney
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Save The Date!

908-233-3380

Date: Wednesday, October 22nd
Time: 11am - 5pm

Location: N & C Jewelers
Mark your calendar & join us!

102 Quimby St., Westfield
nandcjewelers@gmail.com

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

Designer Lecil Henderson is coming to our store!

Come see the New Designs and Colors from his

unique Jewelry Collections.  We’re ready to assist

you in finding the perfect gift!
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SP Dems Say Shared Services Is
The Answer to Town Issues

Democratic Candidates for Scotch
Plains Council John Del Sordi, Rose
Checchio and Luis Bianco pledged that if
elected, they will work with neighboring
towns to increase shared services.

“Shared services is one of the leading
issues we hear as we go door to door,”
said Mr. Del Sordi. “Our opponents have
not accomplished anything on shared ser-
vices. It’s time to move forward.”

Shared services is the consolidation of
similar operations that are used by mu-
nicipalities. This consolidation leads to
cost savings and less duplication of ser-
vices.

“Shared services can lead to signifi-

cant tax savings,” said Ms. Checchio. “We
will immediately begin conversations with
other towns to look for ways we can work
together and save money. We should be
looking at the DPW (Department of Pub-
lic Works), our courts and other adminis-
trative positions then can be combined.”

“Sharing services just makes sense,”
Ms. Bianco said. “Not only does it save
money, but it reduces the size of govern-
ment. We need to be more creative on
how we spend our tax dollars. Shared
services allows towns to deliver a better
product for less cost.”

For more information, please visit
www.scotchplainsdems.com.

Piarulli Pledges To Reigning In
Out Of Control Garwood Taxes

It is no secret that New Jersey has
some of the highest taxes and according
to the U.S. Census Bureau and Tax
Foundation Union County is the ninth
highest taxed county in the country.
This reality puts pressure on local com-
munities like Garwood to do our part to
keep taxes down.

Unfortunately, our borough’s leader-
ship has actually increased taxes at a
higher rate than even the state average.
Since 2000, the average property tax
bill for Garwood has almost doubled
according to the N.J. Division of Taxa-
tion.

Our opponents like to brag that we
had a low increase this past year, but
when you look at the details you find
that we should have had no increase or,
even better, an actual decrease like so
many other N.J. towns. The fact is that
this year we received federal relief for
Superstorm Sandy and reduced costs
due to state pension reforms.

If not for these sources, Garwood’s
municipal tax increase would have been
just about 300 percent higher. In other
words, if the Finance Committee ma-
jority of Councilpersons Petruzzelli and
Todisco had been left to their own de-
vices, Garwood’s municipal taxes
would have been even higher, about
300 percent higher.

Communities like Summit, Saddle
Brook and Bordentown were able actu-
ally to decrease taxes, while many other
towns had no increase to their munici-
pal taxes. We cannot afford the steady
increases that have plagued our town,
especially when we have had opportu-
nities to turn things around.

One only has to look at the records of
my Democrat opponents to see where
they fall. Charles Lombardo, my oppo-
nent for Mayor, voted to increase taxes
17 times. Lou Petruzzelli voted to in-
crease taxes each of the six years he has
been on Council and Sara Todisco has

been a reliable vote to raise taxes all
three years she has been on Council.
Combined, that’s 26 years of tax in-
creases!

The current path we are on is unsus-
tainable. We need to look at what other
towns have accomplished and learn from
the mistakes of our past administra-
tions.

The residents of Garwood deserve
better than to be told time and time
again that they have to pay more and get
less in return. We were told that cutting
bulk garbage would save us money, but
our taxes went up. We were told that
reducing services like street cleaning
and leaf pick-up would save us money,
but our taxes went up. We are on the
cusp of making decisions that will shape
the future of our borough, and we can-
not afford to have decision makers who
make excuses and pat themselves on
the back every time they approve an-
other tax increase.

As mayor, I will work hard to stop the
out-of-control spending and put plans
and personnel in place to make sure re-
developments do not put a strain on our
resources that will cause taxes to con-
tinue to skyrocket. There is no reason
Garwood cannot be added to the list of
communities that have stopped the bru-
tal increases that have plagued New
Jersey for years.

Tina Simitz and I may not have 26
years of experience increasing taxes,
but we do have decades of real-world
experience being responsible for very
tight budgets, delivering more with less,
and holding our teams accountable. On
November 4th, we have the opportunity
to take a giant step towards reigning in
out-of-control tax increases, and deal-
ing a blow to politics as usual in
Garwood, by voting for me as mayor
and Tina Simitz as councilwoman.

Salvatore Piarulli (R)
Candidate for Garwood Mayor

A Town That Has Become a Gem
I am writing in response to an inaccu-

rate posting on NJ.com on October 11,
2014 regarding Carol Kearney and the
Garwood Rocks Street Fair that was held
in June of this year. Carol is a member of
the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce and is the liaison for Garwood.

She came to the Board and suggested
that the time was right to have a street fair
in Garwood that was similar to the ones
held in Westfield each year. The Board
agreed and then Carol coordinated with
the Garwood Borough officials, the Coun-
cil, the police chief, the DPW supervisor,
Union County, the Westfield Area ‘Y,’
as well as local businesses where she
conducted meetings on a regular basis
over a five-month period of time in prepa-
ration for the event.

As the chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors for the Chamber, I want to let every-
one know that the Garwood Rocks event
was conceived by Carol Kearney and it

was her vision that made the overwhelm-
ing successful event a reality. Carol
showed tremendous leadership in her
ability to bring all the parties together and
manage the activities that took place.

While the Chamber does not endorse
political candidates, I can attest to her
ability to manage projects and solve prob-
lems with patience and focus. In the end,
Garwood Rocks brought thousands of
visitors to the Borough of Garwood and
created an atmosphere that made people
feel welcome and excited about spending
time with family and friends in a town
that has become a gem within Union
County.

As a result, the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) looks
forward to Garwood Rocks in June of
2015 with Carol at the helm.

Chris Devine
GWACC Board Chairman

Residents Who Want To Find Out
What Is Going On In Westfield

I am a life scout in Troop 77. Recently
for my communication merit badge, I
went to a town council meeting. At that
meeting there were many issues discussed,
but there was a low turnout. I believe
there should be a better turnout than just
five to 10 people.

I have heard some complaints from
residents about how the roadwork has
been scheduled and I believe that if people
want to complain than they should go to
the meeting and express their opinions
and learn more about the issues there.

So I invite all the residents of Westfield
who want to find out what is going on in
our town to attend a town council meet-

ing. The meetings are usually held on the
first and third Tuesday of each month in
the municipal building. Next month’s
first meeting will be on Wednesday, No-
vember 5 because Election Day is Tues-
day, November 4.

The dates and agendas for the meet-
ings are posted on the town website -
www.westfieldnj.gov.

Philip Lizzo
Westfield

A Vote For Carol Kearney Is
A Vote For You In Garwood

Running for a Council seat is a great
opportunity for me to participate in the
election process in Garwood and be an
independent thinker in the campaign.

We need to move forward. What has
happened in the past is just that, in the
past. What we need to do now is look to
the future, not repeat the missteps of the
past. We should take the past into ac-
count, learn from it and create solutions.

I will investigate the issues that we
have today and those of tomorrow and
vote for a solution that is best for the
residents.

The Council, as a group, shares the
duty and obligation to make a determina-

tion after hearing all sides of a debate or
issue. After a decision is made by the
Council, members should get behind the
decision even if they voted against the
proposal.

This is what I will do, no matter which
way the vote goes. I will vote according
to my own principals and what I believe
is best for my fellow residents, not how
someone else thinks that I should vote.

So, if you want me to vote for you, then
all I ask is that you vote for me, Carol
Kearney, on November 4, 2014.

Carol Kearney
Garwood Council Candidate

Westfield Board of Health Discusses
Many Issues of Public Interest

The Board of Health thanks the Town
Council for its thoughtful approach to
the issue of smoking in municipal parks
and recreational facilities.

The seasonal influenza vaccination
program is on-going. Join us and get
vaccinated now, since it is best to de-
velop immunity and be protected before
the flu starts spreading. The Westfield
Regional Health Department offers many
types of flu vaccine, with special vac-
cines for children, those over 65 years
old and everyone in between. For all
types, there is a $15 cash fee for each
person who does not have Medicare B
or one of the following insurances: Aetna,
CIGNA, Humana, Medicaid and United
Healthcare.

The next community vaccination ses-
sions will be held in Mountainside on
Wednesday, October 15, from 6 to 7:30
p.m. and in Cranford on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 21, from 3:30 to 6 p.m. They are
open to Westfield residents. For more
details on all flu vaccination sites, please
see the department’s website,
www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

More deer and other wildlife are ap-
pearing in town this year. To pick up
stray domestic animals and injured and
ill wildlife on public property and streets,
please contact the town’s program with
Animal Control Solutions LLC at (908)
310-1452 and
www.animalcontrolsolutions.org/. To
collect dead animals, including deer, on
streets and public property or for more
information, please call the Health De-
partment at (908) 789-4070. You should
keep all garbage and other solid waste in
tightly-sealed covered containers to pre-
vent access by rats and other animals.

The Board recommends that residents
should prepare now for the next severe
weather emergency. Make or restock
your disaster supply kit with at least a
three-days supply: 1) water, one gallon
per person per day; 2) non-perishable
food; 3) medications; and 4) flashlight
and radio, with batteries. Also, have a
plan to aid family members, take care of
pets, and safely shut off utilities.

Have your heating system checked
and make sure your home’s battery-

operated carbon monoxide alarm is func-
tioning. If you plan to use a portable
generator, locate it in a well-ventilated
space away from your house. Carbon
monoxide from a generator or heater
can initially cause headache, nausea and
dizziness and can be deadly. The
Westfield Rescue Squad emergency
number is 911 and the Poison Control
Center is at 1-800-222-1222.

The federally-funded Vaccines for
Adults Program is continuing. Residents
who are uninsured, on Medicaid or have
Medicare, but not Part D, are eligible.
Available vaccines are for shingles, pneu-
monia, meningitis, tetanus, diphtheria,
whooping cough/pertussis (Tdap) and
human papilloma virus. For more infor-
mation, please contact Ms. Scanlon.

The Health Department is sponsoring
free stroke risk assessment screening
with Overlook Medical Center in the
Municipal Building on Tuesday Octo-
ber 21, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Other
screening programs are also scheduled
concerning cholesterol on October 20
and bone density on October 27. For
more information and to register, please
call the Overlook Medical Center Com-
munity Health Department at 1-800-
247-9580.

Finally, some reminders from the
Mayor’s Green Team: Westfield now
has single-stream recycling, so all
recyclables can go in one bin for pick-
up. Also, please do not dispose of medi-
cations in the toilet. The wastewater
treatment plant cannot process medi-
cines, which can then adversely affect
wildlife. Rather, you can safely dispose
of unwanted medications in the new 24/
7 Project Medicine Drop box located in
the Westfield Police Department lobby
in the municipal building.

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available on its
website www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the October 6 meet-
ing will be posted after review and ap-
proval at our November 3 meeting, which
starts at 5:30 p.m. in the municipal build-
ing. The public is invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health


