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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

B.R.A.K.E.S. Group Thanks All for
Success of Walk to School Day

Readers Wonder About
Debate Complaining
In your Oct. 9 edition, Democratic

candidate for Congress Janice Kovach
complained publicly that Leonard Lance
would not debate her. “I purposefully
didn’t challenge Mr. Lance in the press
because I didn’t want the request to be
seen as a stunt,” Ms. Kovach said. “It
would be hypocritical for Leonard to
have said the things he’s said about de-
bates in the past, but not debate now.”

But a stunt is exactly what it was.
Because on October 3, both campaigns
agreed to a debate on October 24 hosted
by the Gateway Regional Chamber of
Commerce. Readers should wonder why
Mayor Kovach publicly complained
about debates nearly one week after one
was scheduled between the two candi-
dates.

Just another reason why Leonard Lance
is the best choice for Congress. Leonard
has the ethical integrity and fiscal respon-
sibility we need in Washington.

Kevin Leary
Kenilworth

Note: Kevin Leary is the campaign
manager for Lance for Congress.

The B.R.A.K.E.S. Group (Bikers,
Runners, And Kids are Entitled to
Safety) would like to salute all of the
children of Westfield who walked to
school on Wednesday, October 8, in
celebration of National Walk to
School Day. We had a tremendous
turnout of over 2,500 students and
family members who left their cars at
home and walked to school instead.

The children were encouraged to
wear something red, in order to be
very visible. Everyone got lots of
fresh air and exercise, while freeing
the streets around the elementary
schools from the usual morning con-
gestion and pollution. Walking to
school was celebrated with raffles
prior to the event, banner signings,
and “I Walked!” stickers. The aim of
the day is to make walking to school
a regular habit for many of these
families.

We would like to thank all of the
parent volunteers who helped make

Walk to School Day a tremendous
success. We would also like to thank
our local “celebrities” who walked
with the children who were lucky
enough to win our raffles, including
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Sergeant Ja-
son McErlean, Captain Christopher
Battiloro, Tamaques’ Tami the Tiger,
Wilson guidance counselor Frank
Uveges, and the six elementary school
principals: Marc Biunno (McKinley),
Dr. Eileen Cambria (Franklin),
Michael Cullen (Tamaques), Jeanette
Munoz (Jefferson), Joseph Malanga
(Wilson), and Dr. Andrew Perry
(Washington). A special thank you to
John Bradley and Coldwell Banker
of Westfield for their contribution of
the stickers for the event. Thank you
to Mayor Skibitsky and staff, and the
Westfield Town Council for their
continued support of this event.

Mary Camacho
B.R.A.K.E.S. Group of Westfield

Garwood Mayor Responds to
Campaign Claims of Candidate Simitz

Normally I would not respond to a
letter from Tina Simitz, council candi-
date in Garwood, that appeared in the
local print media at election time. But
this last one just begged for comments.
I will address two of the most outra-
geous claims at this time.

The Village at Garwood senior hous-
ing project and candidate Tina Simitz’
claim that the current administration
approved the project without foresight
regarding parking – Yes, the project was
approved with only 41 parking spaces,
however the current administration had
nothing to do with the approval as it
occurred prior to January of 2011 when
we were sworn into office.

Your [the] Republican chair is well
aware or should be of this fact and if I
were he, I would have clued the candi-
date in to this piece of information be-
fore sending a ill-informed letter to the
press. Also, the parking committee was
created not to address this project and
it’s parking concerns specifically, but
rather commuter parking on both the
north and south sides of the borough
and what can be done regarding out-of-
town residents parking vehicles all day
while working in NYC as well.

Flooding and the rodent problem on
the south side of town: The flooding that
occurred recently was the first of that
magnitude since a hurricane in 1999.
This was a monumental rainfall and
because of the situation we face with not
being able to dredge, dig or replace our
infrastructure until Cranford does their
part on the Orchard Brooke our hands
are tied. However, representatives of
our borough did actually go to a Cranford
meeting and pleaded our case to the
Cranford council. I also wrote a letter
and personally spoke to the current
Cranford mayor twice. The most recent
occasion being on September 29 when
I sat next to him at a county round table
for mayors. He repeated to me what we
had already surmised about their being
“back at square one” as their environ-
mental permits have all expired. He in-
dicated to me that they are well aware
that we need for them to get a move on
with the brook issue. He assured me that
they are on this situation and had only a

few property owners are left to get on
board.

With regard to the rats – a review of
the Board of Health minutes confirms
that the board has had a pest control
company walk the Garwood brook two
times recently and no evidence of active
rat burrows was found. The board of
health has also noted that they have done
many inspections of private properties
after being contacted by the residents
and have found evidence on several prop-
erties of recent rodent activity. The resi-
dents were informed of the findings.
Further, it was recommended that resi-
dents keep trash containers covered,
clean up after pets as the rats do feed on
the droppings and refrain from feeding
birds, etc. The situation is being moni-
tored closely. I do not know what else
Ms. Simitz would have council do at this
point in time except perhaps take illegal
steps to get resolution to these issues
immediately.

Hopefully, Ms. Simitz will get the
proper information before accepting an-
swers from misinformed sources on
these and other issues.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Mayor of Garwood

Bad Way For Scotch Plains to Do
Business And It’s Probably Illegal

I read with great interest the letter of
Patrick Bartels, the electrical contractor
who lives in Scotch Plains. He was be-
moaning the fact that he used to do elec-
trical work for Scotch Plains; and if I
understand his logic, he and other con-
tractors who live in town believe they are
entitled to get town business because
they live in town and do community
service work. That might work in
Mayberry R.F.D., but this is Scotch Plains,
a town with an approximately $22-mil-
lion municipal budget.

The town manager, who is in effect the
CEO for the town, made the decision that
for legal and cost containment reasons he
would use the Morris County Coopera-
tive Pricing Council to obtain the best job
for the best price. This is not novel to
Scotch Plains, the Co-Op serves many

towns in Union County and other coun-
ties.

I applaud Mr. Bartels’ and any citizen’s
voluntary work on town projects, but that
should not be a quid-pro-quo for getting
town business. That would be a bad way
for the town to do business, and it would
probably be illegal.

It would be great to use contractors
who live in town to provide town ser-
vices, but those contractors should par-
ticipate in the Co-Op. Given Mr. Bartels’
description of high quality service for a
lower price, he and other town contrac-
tors would surely win Scotch Plains’
business and probably other town’s busi-
ness too.

Richard Polhamus
Scotch Plains

Not Political, I’m Driven By Concern
For Scotch Plains Open Space

Councilmen Marcus and Vastine will
not intimidate me, nor should anyone be
intimidated by their behavior. I have been
writing letters and attending Scotch Plains
Township Council meetings to bring at-
tention to Brookside Park, specifically,
how this once beautiful park was allowed
to fall into disrepair from a lack of main-
tenance.

Last week I attended the Township
Council meeting to discuss the lack of
progress made since I first brought this
matter to the attention of the township
manager, the head of recreation and our
Council’s liaison to the recreation com-
mission, Mickey Marcus. While I sat in
the Council chamber prior to the start of
the meeting, Councilman Marcus con-
fronted and verbally assaulted me, ask-
ing angrily, “do I have a problem with
him, what’s my problem, and did I intend
to talk tonight.”

That clear attempt trying to intimidat-
ing me was followed by Councilman
Vastine’s belligerent act of throwing a
picture of Rose Checchio and me in my
face. Further troublesome to me was that
the head of the Republican Party, Al
Smith, sat by and did nothing to restrain
his Republican councilmen from their
outlandishly rude and aggressive behav-
ior.

For those who may not follow our
council meetings on a regular basis, I
need to share with you a proposal made
earlier this year by Councilman Marcus.

He lobbied to take away our right to vote
for township mayor. I share this with you
because I am beginning to be concerned
by his views and position on citizen’s
rights. First he wanted to take away our
right to vote for mayor and now he at-
tempted deprive me of my constitutional
right of free speech.

To Councilmen Marcus and Vastine,
shame on the two of you. I have shared
with you both that I have no other agenda
than to see that this beautiful park re-
ceives the attention it needs. I am a resi-
dent of our town for almost 50 years, and
have been a registered Republican for as
long as I can remember. Your comments
in the press that I am motivated purely by
politics is insulting. While I am support-
ing the Democrats running for Council
this November, I am doing so because I
believe that you have shown little leader-
ship while you have been on the council.

Let me clearly say, that my concern for
the park was not political. I was driven by
my concern for the ongoing deterioration
of this wonderful open space. Regardless
of the outcome of this year’s election, I
intend to carry on this important mission
to save our parks. Once again, I will not
be intimidated by Councilmen Marcus
and Vastine, nor should anyone else be
silenced by their aggressive behavior.

Mike Brien
Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains Candidates’ Forum on Mon., Oct. 20 at 7 p.m.
The Scotch Plains candidates’ forum, sponsored by

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, will take place on
Monday, October 20  at the municipal building in the
township council chambers of the municipal building.
Scotch Plains TV will broadcast live, and also re-broad-
cast the program in the weeks leading up to Election Day
on Tuesday, November 4. Start time is 7 p.m.

All candidates should plan to arrive by 6:45 p.m. to hold
the annual coin toss to determine the order of questions.

The coin toss works as follows: Whichever side “wins”
gets to decide which party will directly answer the first
question in each of the three rounds of questions. If the
winner decides that their own party will answer the first
questions, then the three candidates from the opposing
party will each deliver their closing statements last. If the
winner decides to have the opposing party answer the first
questions, then the winning party’s three candidates will
deliver their closing statements last. (The format set out
below is how things will work out if the Democrats
answer the first questions.)

The six candidates will be seated together on the dais,
with the three Democrats seated on one side and the three
Republicans on the other side. The moderator (Fred
Rossi) will be situated to the side, at a microphone, with
a timekeeper seated in the front row facing the candidates.

The program will follow the guidelines of decorum and
debate set out by the League of Women Voters — that is,
no personal attacks and a sticking to a discussion of the
issues, not personalities. Speaking beyond the time limits
will result in being cut off by the moderator. The time-
keeper will signal when your time is beginning to run out
and again when it has ended.

Topics: There are plenty of important issues to be
discussed: township budget and property taxes; township
surplus; police merger; capital budget; shared services;
sewer utility; downtown development; the zoo property;
parks and ballfields; civility on the council; form of
government; recreation programs, recreation commis-
sion; open space; township relations with the county
government; township service-providers; purchasing prac-
tices, and senior programs.

Format: In order to give all candidates a chance to
weigh in, we will split the program into three sections.

Part One (about 20 minutes) will entail six rounds of
questions, with all candidates having a chance to respond
to each question. The first responder will have one minute
to speak; the subsequent five candidates will then each
have 30 seconds for their own comments.

Part Two (about 10 minutes) will feature each candidate
being asked a separate question and having 90 seconds to
respond. Each candidate will be answering a different
question. No rebuttals. Questions will rotate between the
two parties.

Part Three (about 10 minutes) will see all six candidates
being asked to respond to a single question and having 90
seconds each to respond. No rebuttals.

Closing statements (15 to 18 minutes) will be delivered
at the end of the program, with each candidate having up
to three minutes to deliver their closing remarks.

After the final closing statement is given, the moderator
will then take a minute to provide election day voting
details for the public.

Please contact Fred T. Rossi of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times with any questions.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Deaurate – Having a golden color
2. Gomphiasis – Looseness of the teeth
3. Daysman – An umpire or mediator
4. Pocosin – A marsh or swamp

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

RHOB
1. The sensation of cold
2. Resembling a rose
3. Juice
4. Saturated; soaked

XANTHOCHROOUS
1. Having a yellowish complexion
2. Foreign; alien
3. Containing an overabundance of

uric acid
4. Having prickly, yellowish leaves

SCHIZOTRICHIA
1. The condition of possessing a cleft

palate
2. A complete break of a bone; a com-

pound fracture
3. Splitting of the hair
4. Assuming both male and female

traits in behavior
TUZ

1. A buckler; a shield
2. A lock or tuft of hair
3. The great snapping turtle
4. A vigorous or vehement scuffle

522 Years Later Columbus Still
Celebrated for Discovering America
In 1492 Columbus sailed the ocean blue...That

was the beginning of the poem that many of us
remember from grade school. On Monday, America
celebrated Columbus Day with parades and ceremo-
nies including a Flag Raising in front of the Union
County Courthouse by the Board of Chosen Free-
holders. It has been 522 years since Christopher
Columbus arrived in the Americas.

The holiday is called different names in a number of
United States cities and states, such as Indigenous
People’s Day in Berkeley, Calif., which did so in 1992,
a move later copied in Sebastopol and Santa Cruz,
Calif., Dane County, Wis., Minneapolis, Minn., and
Seattle, Wash., whose city council just made the desig-
nation earlier this month. Tribal governments in Okla-
homa have designated the day “Native American Day.”
Prior to that, In 1989, South Dakota started calling the
holiday Native American Day. Alabama celebrates it as
a combination of Columbus Day and American Indian
Heritage Day, and Hawaii calls it Discovery Day.

Although New York City and other U.S. cities

celebrated the 300th anniversary of his landing in the
New World in 1792, Columbus Day wasn’t first
proclaimed a national holiday, known as Discovery
Day, until President Benjamin Harrison proclaimed it
as such in 1892 – 400 years after Columbus’s first
voyage. Colorado became the first state to make
Columbus Day a holiday when Governor Jesse F.
McDonald proclaimed it in 1905. Some 30 years later,
in 1934, Congress and President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt made October 12 a federal holiday known
as Columbus Day in 1937. In 1971, the holiday date
was changed to the second Monday in October.

Columbus was born in 1451 in the Republic of
Genoa, Italy. His first voyage into the Atlantic Ocean
in 1476 nearly cost him his life as the commercial
fleet he was sailing with was attacked by French
privateers off of Portugal. But in 1492 Columbus
returned to the sea, leaving Spain in the Santa Maria,
with the Pinta and the Niña along side. His objective
was to sail west until he reached Asia, convinced he
could reach Asia from Europe.

Angry to Learn Of
NJTransit’s Twitter

We were disappointed and angry to
learn of New Jersey Transit’s decision to
not expand direct service to NY from its
Twitter account last week. Despite New
Jersey Transit’s $2 billion operating bud-
get, it could not find the resources to
accommodate over 10 percent of its rid-
ership that utilizes the Raritan Valley
Line.

The ridership of the Raritan Valley
Line deserves better, the members of this
community and those along the entire
line deserve better, which is why NJ
Transit should try harder to insure that its
assets are allocated more fairly to those
who use its service.

We ask that NJT reconsider this deci-
sion and expand the one seat ride service
that its executive director committed to in
April when she testified in front of the NJ
State Assembly budget committee. We
find it interesting that NJT has recently
added hundreds of thousands of dollars
to NJ transits payroll with two recent
hires, but couldn’t find the funds for
those who travel along this line. The
riders of the RVL has been overlooked
for far too long.

This news from NJ Transit also comes
on the heels of Amtrak officials who have
announced that they will have to sharply
curtail use of the rail tunnels leading to
New York City for at least a year to repair
the damage caused by Hurricane Sandy,
a move that would affect train service for
tens of thousands of commuters. Accord-
ing to Stephen Gardner, Amtrak’s vice
president for Northeast Corridor Infra-
structure and Investment Development,
shutting one of the two tracks in the
tunnel under the Hudson River would cut
service by about 75 percent.

As we now know the Governor’s uni-
lateral cancellation of the ARC tunnel
was founded on untruths, resulting in an
investigation into Christie’s actions by
the Securities Exchange Commission and
the Manhattan DA’s office. Unfortunately
in the coming years, and as a result of the
crumbling state of our infrastructure all
New Jersey Transit customers will now
face unprecedented delays and rising costs
instead of having a new tunnel to accom-
modate riders.

As elected representatives of Fanwood
we are committed to ensuring equity of
rail service is brought to the Raritan val-
ley line and will join Mayor Mahr is this
fight.

Fanwood Councilmen
Kevin Boris

Russell Huegel

Football Headline
Offends Reader

Re: [Your headline,] “Cranford Cou-
gars Paralyze Hilltopper Footballers, 33-
14, I found it hard to believe that anyone
would write such a horrible headline to
describe a football game, and that it would
pass the editorial process and be printed.
Considering that Eric LaGrande is one of
the most recognizable athletes in New
Jersey, what were you thinking in using
the word “paralyze?” The headline was
truly offensive.

As a longtime subscriber, I am well
aware that you never offer an apology or
expression of regret except for outright
errors. In this instance, you owe your
readers and the members of those foot-
ball teams an expression of deep regret
for your choice of words.

Joanne Ryan
Scotch Plains

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

More letters on pages 5, 20


