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Clark Residents Concerned
Over Rahway Sports Complex
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Clark residents liv-
ing near the Rahway border com-
plained to the Union County Free-
holders Thursday about a county-
Rahway agreement to construct a
sports facility at Rahway River Park.

As previously reported, the free-
holders approved a shared-services
agreement last month with the City
of Rahway and the Rahway Board of
Education for the use of Rahway
River Park. The county will provide
artificial turf for the field, resurface
the track and add lights. The county’s
share of the project will be $2.6 mil-
lion. Rahway will pay for a loud-
speaker system, scoreboard, grand-
stands, press box team pavilions and
restroom facilities as part of the
project.  According to NJ Advance
Media Rahway will shoulder $2.3
million for the project.

Rahway wants to use the field as its
new home for football and boys and
girls soccer. Veterans Field, where
Rahway High School teams play their
home games, floods regularly.

Clark Councilwoman Marie Soyka
said most Clark residents and Mayor
Sal Bonaccorso only found out about
the project three weeks ago.

“We understand that a 5,000-seat
stadium is supposed to be put on the
property in Rahway (River) Park.
Rahway Park is probably less than a
mile wide...A 5,000-seat stadium in
this small park needs to be addressed
and I think the people in the town
should have been notified about this
project,” Councilwoman Soyka said.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VOTER INFORMATION…The Scotch Plains Republican Council Candidates Llewellyn Jones, Bo Vastine and Mickey
Marcus came in for a video interview on October 10 with Editor Paul Peyton.  The video will be posted on goleader.com
along with interviews with the Democrat candidates next week.

CAMPAIGNING FOR SHERRIF…Republican Candidate for Union County
Sheriff, Michael Ince (R) meets with voters during Scotch Plains Day.
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FW-SP Consolidation Panel
Hears From Public at Meeting
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fan-
wood/Scotch Plains Consolidation
Commission Study group met last
Wednesday evening at the Scotch
Hills Country Club. Members of the
public were invited to attend. Seven
interested citizens showed up; four
from Scotch Plains and three from
Fanwood.

The purpose of inviting the public
to attend the meeting was to state the
goal of the commission and to an-
swer any questions the public may
have concerning the study.

The study, itself, has not been done
and will not be done unless matching

funds can be raised locally, said Don
Parisi, who is the commission’s chair-
man. Several private foundations have
said they would donate money to
help fund the study only if the com-
mission was able to raise money lo-
cally.

The commission has asked the pub-
lic, especially those who signed the
petition in favor of the study, to do-
nate through the commission’s
website on Facebook. The suggested
donations are between $25 and $35.
It is estimated that the study will cost
about $75,000 to $100,000 and take
at least six to eight months to com-
plete.

Mr. Parisi stressed the point that

the commission is not advocating
consolidation, only the study of the
possible benefits or detriments to
combining the two towns. To date the
commission has garnered $8,000.
Recently $1,665 in cash has been
raised with $1,375 in pledges.

A member of the public asked if
the towns’ residents would have a
chance to vote on the matter. Even
after the study is done, the public
would have to vote for or against
consolidation for it to take place, Mr.
Parisi said. Both towns would have to
approve the referendum for consoli-
dation to move forward.

A woman in the audience told the
commission that it should do a better
job of advertising. “I just found out
about this meeting last night,” she
said. Another woman said the same
thing.

Mr. Parisi stressed that all commis-
sion members are volunteers, and no
one is paid. When asked if the public
could save money on taxes, Mr. Parisi
said, “We don’t know yet.” Mr. Parisi
said the tax rate in both towns is
different because the towns have two
different systems. Eugene McCarthy,
of the Local Finance Board of the
New Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs, said that the calculation
of school tax could change based on
the Union County tax administrator’s
look at assessments.

“If consolidation takes place, these
things will change,” he said.

The three Fanwood residents at the
meeting said they were satisfied with
delivery of services. Mr. Parisi said,
“Fanwood does a better job. Consoli-
dation may not change it.”

Fred Lange, a commission mem-
ber, said, “If we have a study and it’s
in favor of consolidation, we still
have to vote.”

One resident said, “I believe a $100
donation may save me $100 down
the road.”

Mr. Parisi responded, “Unless we
do a study, we won’t have the an-
swers to any of these questions.”

Ann Saltzman, a commission mem-
ber, asked the audience if anyone had
any recommendations.

One audience member asked the
commission if it had approached
Rutgers University to see if the
school’s policy institutes would be
willing to help on a pro bono basis.
Mr. Parisi said that the commission is
not involved with Rutgers.

Commission member Bruce Arthur
of Scotch Plains suggested that the
commission change its marketing
strategy. An audience member said
the panel’s non-profit status should
be a help in acquiring donations.

The commission meets on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month at 7
p.m. at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education Administration
Building on Evergreen Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Three Village Plaza Stores
Reopen After Labor Day Fire

Garwood Advised to Update
Ords. Per NJ Housing LawsCONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — After the Village
Plaza strip mall at 1004 to 1008 South
Avenue caught fire September 1, two
stores have been operating within
two weeks of the four-alarm fire, and
one is to open this weekend. Three
other businesses remain closed.

La Casa Pizzeria and Salon South
had minimal damage and reopened
soon after the fire struck, while
Racquets Etc. is anticipating a grand
opening Friday, October 17, with a
ribbon cutting at 10 a.m.

JK Nail, Karate ‘N’ Motion, and
Westwood Cleaners suffered the most
damage. Inspectors from each busi-
ness’ respective insurance companies
are completing their reports and own-
ers are waiting on their decision.

“It could take a couple months for
a decision and it could take a year to
reopen,” Suho Chae, owner of
Westwood Cleaners, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The building was said to be struc-
turally sound and the building owner
has plans to rebuild, Diane Munkel,
co-owner of Salon South, said. “We

are still waiting to hear where the fire
started. They think it is a ceiling fan
in the karate store. But they are not
sure,” Ms. Munkel said.

“It was very definitely electrical,”
Karate ‘N’ Motion owner Alan Simms
said.

The operations of Westwood Clean-
ers are limited in a trailer used as a
temporary storage unit for the clothes
that were salvaged from the fire and
professionally treated by a fire resto-
ration cleaning specialist to remove
the smoke smell. “I would like my
customers to pick up their clothes as
soon as possible,” Mr. Chae said. The
trailer is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Saturday.

Racquets Etc. sustained smoke and
water damage from the fire. The east-
erly side of the store contains a fire
wall, which kept the blaze from
spreading to Racquets Etc., La Casa
Pizzeria and Salon South.

Mutual aid from nine municipal
fire departments worked together to
put out the fire. “Without Springfield
and Cranford in the back I don’t
believe there is any way they would

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – A planning con-
sultant hired by Garwood has recom-
mended the planning board and bor-
ough council work quickly to update
its ordinances and operations to com-
ply with expected new state fair hous-
ing regulations, a move that would
require adding two new positions.

Consultant Jill Hartmann, who said
she has worked on New Jersey’s
Council on Affordable Housing (or
COAH) regulations for 15 to 20 years,
made the suggestions at the October
8 meeting of the planning board,
which was attended by the entire
borough council.

She urged the actions to prevent
developers from using non-compli-
ance to force the borough into ac-
cepting unwanted high-density hous-
ing projects.

“I think that providing affordable

housing is maybe something that the
municipality is looking to do to meet
its obligation and also to protect it-
self,” Ms. Hartmann said, respond-
ing to a question from Councilman
Jim Mathieu about the need for her
suggestion. “Because what you wind
up with is a ‘builders remedy’ lawsuit
many times that has more (units) than
the municipality is required to have
under the rules and regulations.”

Builders remedy rulings have re-
sulted in permitting developers con-
struct projects larger than desired by
towns. Arguing that the municipali-
ties need to meet COAH require-
ments, the developers include the
COAH requirements in the projects,
but say that to make them viable they
need more units without income re-
strictions.

Among other things, the new regu-
lations would require the addition of

Alex Lowe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE ROAR OF THE CROWD...Fans cheer at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood versus
Westfield soccer game last Thursday. Scotch Plains-Fanwood beat Westfield 1-
0 on a penalty kick; see the full story on Page 13.

Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING IN COMPLIANCE...Planning consultant Jill Hartmann, center,
addresses the Garwood Planning Board on October 8 regarding the borough’s
compliance with the state’s Council On Affordable Housing (COAH) regulations.
The board is expected to approve a new COAH plan for the borough in the coming
months.

She said residents in Clark’s third
ward, which she represents, “are up
in arms” and that they “had no voice,
no say” about the project, saying part
of the park extends into Clark. The
park’s existing parking lot “cannot
handle 5,000 cars.” She noted that
park exits are located off Saint
Georges Avenue and Valley Road.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
said the county has been replacing its
sports fields with artificial turf which
he said are “cost effective,” receive
more usage, and are safer than non-
turf fields.

He said Rahway approached the
county last year about partnering with
the county on the project due to the
regular flooding of Veterans Field.

Mr. Hudak said he thought “5,000
(seats) was a bit large” for the park.
He said the board wants the facility to
be “aesthetically pleasing to that par-
ticular park but also safe in terms of
the size.”

He said the county wants the size
of the facility to be “appropriate to
that facility.” Mr. Hudak said the
project’s plans are “preliminary” at
this time.

“We’re committed to a good project
in that particular field and to make
sure it is a good, safe playing surface
for kids,” Mr. Hudak said, adding
that the county will keep Clark

“abreast” as the project moves for-
ward.

Clark resident Kelly Tropeano,
whose property is adjacent to the
park, said she was “disturbed by this
whole project.” She said NBC has
reported a link between cancer and
turf fields over long-term use. She
asked if additional parking will be
added and if the county has consid-
ered the impact the facility could
have on the surrounding area.

Margaret Shannon of Clark was
concerned over the tax impact of the
Rahway project, noting she has heard
there might be a traffic light added on
Valley Road due to increased traffic
volume from the athletic facility.

Rahway School District Athletic
Director Tom Lewis said most of
Rahway’s athletic fields are in flood
zones. He said Rahway and Clark
mayors should “work slowly and
diligently...but it should never im-
pede the sentiment of all the things
the freeholders are doing in concern
of a city that is in need for our so-
called students.”

“This is a dire need for the City of
Rahway,” Mr. Lewis said. “I just think
we’re looking for equity, we’re look-
ing for fairness and we everyone on
the side of Clark and Rahway to be
fair and balanced.”


