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Clark Residents Voice Concern to County
Over Proposed Rahway Sports Complex

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Clark residents liv-
ing near the Rahway border com-
plained to the Union County Free-
holders Thursday about a county-
Rahway agreement to construct a
sports facility at Rahway River Park.

As previously reported, the free-
holders approved a shared-services

agreement last month with the City
of Rahway and the Rahway Board of
Education for the use of Rahway River
Park. The county will provide artifi-
cial turf for the field, resurface the
track and add lights. The county’s
share of the project will be $2.6 mil-
lion. Rahway will pay for a loud-
speaker system, scoreboard, grand-
stands, press box team pavilions and

restroom facilities as part of the
project.  According to NJ Advance
Media Rahway will shoulder $2.3
million for the project.

Rahway wants to use the field as its
new home for football and boys and
girls soccer. Veterans Field, where
Rahway High School teams play their
home games, floods regularly.

Clark Councilwoman Marie Soyka
said most Clark residents and Mayor
Sal Bonaccorso only found out about
the project three weeks ago.

“We understand that a 5,000-seat
stadium is supposed to be put on the
property in Rahway (River) Park.
Rahway Park is probably less than a
mile wide...A 5,000-seat stadium in
this small park needs to be addressed
and I think the people in the town
should have been notified about this
project,” Councilwoman Soyka said.

She said residents in Clark’s third
ward, which she represents, “are up
in arms” and that they “had no voice,
no say” about the project, saying part
of the park extends into Clark. The
park’s existing parking lot “cannot
handle 5,000 cars.” She noted that
park exits are located off Saint
Georges Avenue and Valley Road.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
said the county has been replacing

Garwood Advised to Update
Ords. Per NJ Housing Laws

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A planning consult-
ant hired by Garwood has recom-
mended the planning board and bor-
ough council work quickly to update
its ordinances and operations to com-
ply with expected new state fair hous-
ing regulations, a move that would
require adding two new positions.

Consultant Jill Hartmann, who said
she has worked on New Jersey’s Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (or COAH)
regulations for 15 to 20 years, made
the suggestions at the October 8 meet-
ing of the planning board, which was
attended by the entire borough coun-
cil.

She urged the actions to prevent
developers from using non-compli-
ance to force the borough into accept-
ing unwanted high-density housing
projects.

“I think that providing affordable
housing is maybe something that the
municipality is looking to do to meet
its obligation and also to protect it-
self,” Ms. Hartmann said, responding
to a question from Councilman Jim
Mathieu about the need for her sug-
gestion. “Because what you wind up
with is a ‘builders remedy’ lawsuit
many times that has more (units) than
the municipality is required to have
under the rules and regulations.”

Builders remedy rulings have re-
sulted in permitting developers con-
struct projects larger than desired by
towns. Arguing that the municipali-
ties need to meet COAH require-
ments, the developers include the
COAH requirements in the projects,
but say that to make them viable they
need more units without income re-
strictions.

Among other things, the new regu-
lations would require the addition of
a “housing liaison” and “administra-
tive agent.” Ms. Hartmann said in
most towns she has dealt with, that
already have the positions in place,
the tasks are assigned to individuals
with other administrative or clerical
duties.

Several members of the board – as
well as all but two council members –
questioned Ms. Hartmann about the
regulations, including whether the two
new positions could be handled in a
shared services agreement with an-
other or other municipalities. She saw
no reason why that would not be
possible.

The regulations are part of a peri-
odic update by COAH, which was
established as a result of the New
Jersey Supreme Court’s 1975 Mount
Laurel ruling. That decision decreed
that the state constitution required
every town provide its “fair share” of

affordable, low income or subsidized
housing.

The proposed regulations, which
were released in the spring and near-
ing the end of the public comment
period, seek to add 110,000 housing
units across New Jersey, including
40,000 new homes and 60,000 “reha-
bilitated” ones.

The formula COAH uses to calcu-
late each town’s allotment, Ms.
Hartmann said, would require
Garwood to plan for 39 units, includ-
ing 10 rehabilitated homes. The Vil-
lage at Garwood, a Westfield Senior

Housing Corporation project, already
under construction on the site of the
old St. Anne’s School on Second Av-
enue, has the potential to provide 10
of those units.

When completed, The Village will
contain 71 units, but only a quarter of
the COAH requirement can come
from senior housing, Ms. Hartmann
said.

The regulations do not require that
the town rehabilitate 10 homes, only
that it provides funding reserves to
accomplish that goal. That can be

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SIPPING AND SHOPPING...On Friday night shoppers strolled up Alden Street in downtown Cranford during the
Cranford Junior Women’s Club “Sip & Shop” event.

TIGER ART...Tamaques Elementary School mascot Tami the Tiger joins stu-
dents and staff in signing the Walk-to-School Day banner at Tamaques School in
Westfield October 8 in recognition of “National Walk to School Day.” The event
was coordinated by the BRAKES Group (Bikers, Runners And Kids are Entitled
to Safety), a pedestrian safety organization in Westfield, and was sponsored by
Coldwell Banker of Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CLOWNING AROUND...Children receive balloon animals from a clown at the
Cranford Street Fair on Sunday.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
GETTING IN COMPLIANCE...Planning consultant Jill Hartmann, center,
addresses the Garwood Planning Board on October 8 regarding the borough’s
compliance with the state’s Council On Affordable Housing (COAH) regulations.
The board is expected to approve a new COAH plan for the borough in the coming
months.

Cranford BOE Discusses
Personalized Learning

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of
education at its open work session
meeting Monday discussed how it
could advance its personalized
learning approach in the classroom,
a mission that was instituted six
years ago.

At a recent Professional Devel-
opment School (PDS) meeting, a
discussion was led on personalized

learning and real-world experiences
and it “asked us how we define each
of these,” Superintendent of Schools
Gayle Carrick said, and how it cor-
relates to “achieving our core mis-
sion.”

“One of the things we thought we
would do this year is demonstrate
how we are achieving this mission,”
Superintendent Carrick said.

During an administrative retreat,
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Three Village Plaza Stores
Reopen After Labor Day Fire

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — After the Vil-
lage Plaza strip mall at 1004 to
1008 South Avenue caught fire Sep-
tember 1, two stores have been op-
erating within two weeks of the
four-alarm fire, and one is to open
this weekend. Three other busi-
nesses remain closed.

La Casa Pizzeria and Salon South
had minimal damage and reopened
soon after the fire struck, while
Racquets Etc. is anticipating a grand
opening Friday, October 17, with a
ribbon cutting at 10 a.m.

JK Nail, Karate ‘N’ Motion, and
Westwood Cleaners suffered the

most damage. Inspectors from each
business’ respective insurance com-
panies are completing their reports
and owners are waiting on their
decision.

“It could take a couple months
for a decision and it could take a
year to reopen,” Suho Chae, owner
of Westwood Cleaners, told The
Westfield Leader.

The building was said to be struc-
turally sound and the building owner
has plans to rebuild, Diane Munkel,
co-owner of Salon South, said. “We
are still waiting to hear where the
fire started. They think it is a ceil-
ing fan in the karate store. But they
are not sure,” Ms. Munkel said.

“It was very definitely electri-
cal,” Karate ‘N’ Motion owner Alan
Simms said.

The operations of Westwood
Cleaners are limited in a trailer used
as a temporary storage unit for the
clothes that were salvaged from the
fire and professionally treated by a
fire restoration cleaning specialist
to remove the smoke smell. “I would
like my customers to pick up their
clothes as soon as possible,” Mr.
Chae said. The trailer is open from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Saturday.

Racquets Etc. sustained smoke
and water damage from the fire.
The easterly side of the store con-
tains a fire wall, which kept the
blaze from spreading to Racquets
Etc., La Casa Pizzeria and Salon
South.

Mutual aid from nine municipal
fire departments worked together
to put out the fire. “Without Spring-
field and Cranford in the back I
don’t believe there is any way they
would have contained it (the fire) to
the east side of this wall. That was
the scary part — not knowing if the
wall would hold,” said Jim Augis,
who co-owns Racquets Etc. with
his wife, Lynne Augis.

The dry wall that concealed the
fire wall was removed and the
cinderblock was repainted to re-
move the smoke smell, and then
stucco was applied, insulation was
added and new drywall was hung.
In the rear of the store, two feet of
drywall was removed that sustained
water damage and redone, carpets
were replaced and walls painted.

The store suffered a “huge” in-
ventory loss, Mr. Augis said. The
store’s soft goods inventory was
given to the insurance company to
dispose of. “We brought nothing
back into the shop…we could not
take the chance that anything could
have a hint of an odor,” Mr. Augis
said.

“It will take weeks before all that
gets back up to even relatively close
levels of where we were when the
fire took place. We were right in the
middle of the U.S. Open (Tennis
Open), and interest was high. We
were in the middle of a transforma-
tion from the outdoor to the indoor
season, platform tennis was in
season...and all these things were
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