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Later, with a little over two
minutes to play, Cranford had
another scoring opportunity when
senior Kristin Leu moved the ball
down the left sideline, showing
great stick control as she passed
Johnson defenders. However, as
she moved into scoring position,
Leu lost control of the ball in front
of the net. It was like that for
both teams throughout the game.

“We need to capitalize on our
opportunities when they present
themselves,” said Coach DiPaolo.
“I don’t think we are firing shots
soon enough. We need to put
more shots on goal than we are
doing right now. I think we are
hesitating when we are in scor-
ing position, waiting for the per-
fect shot opportunity rather than
attacking the net. You’ve got to

shoot to score.”
For their part, Johnson could

do no better. The 4-5-1 Crusad-
ers’ best chance to score came in
the final 10 seconds of the OT
period when Cougar goalkeeper
Polyviou swatted away a shot
attempt by Danielle Nugent on
the left corner of the net.

“This has been the story of our
season,” said Coach Poskay.
“We’ve had trouble scoring all
year. This was expected in some
ways. We have a very young
team this year. We have six fresh-
men and three sophomores play-
ing significant roles for us. That
is not usually the way things go
here. We lost a huge senior class
from last year’s team, so we just
have to go through these grow-
ing pains for now.”

Polyviou finished with five
saves. Overall, the Cougars man-
aged 11 shots on goal and had
six penalty corners.

“We have a pretty strong de-
fense,” said DiPaolo. “Jeannie
Padden is a girl who is playing
very well for us right now. She is
just an all-around, smart, tal-
ented player. Marth Hurley is a
freshman who just came up from
the jayvee this week and she has

been doing a good job for us. I
was confident enough in her to
put her in the game during the
overtime. Of course, our
goaltender Katrina Polyviou is
playing well for us too. This is her
first year with the varsity team. I
think we are okay on the defen-
sive side. We need to tighten
things up on the offensive part of
our game.”

In the overtime period, Leu

managed a decent shot attempt
from the left side that Johnson
goaltender Francisco managed
to swat away with 5:30 remain-
ing. Junior Ava Laverty had a pair
of opportunities to score on shot
attempts with 4:54 and 4:30 re-
maining, respectively. Francisco
who clearly was her team’s MVP
on this day saved both shots.
Cranford 0 0 0 0 0
Johnson 0 0 0 0 0

Cougars & Crusaders Battle to Scoreless OT Tie in Field Hockey – photos by Alex Lowe
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