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Kean Theatre Presents The
Importance Of Being Earnest

Photo by Ricardo Fonseca
MANIC CONFUSION…Kean Department of Theatre students Emily Conklin
and Chris Centinaro in rehearsal for The Importance of Being Earnest.

UNION – The Kean University De-
partment of Theatre will open its 2014-
2015 season with Oscar Wilde’s be-
loved comedy of manners, The Impor-
tance of Being Earnest, October 17 –
25, in Kean’s Zella Fry Theatre.

In late Victorian England, Jack and
Algernon, two young men-about-town,
escape from tedious social obligations
by pretending to be someone that they
are not: “Ernest.” Double lives and
double standards lead to manic confu-
sion when the loves of their lives,
Gwendolyn and Cecily, both fall in
love with the man they think is Ernest.
In a tangle of mistaken identity and
sparkling wordplay, the lovers also face
the formidable obstacle of Lady
Bracknell, a woman who would beat
Cupid into submission if social status
and public opinion were in jeopardy.

The production, directed by De-
partment of Theatre faculty member
E. Teresa Choate, will offer student
actors an excellent opportunity to
embrace a dialect, carriage, and even
sensibility perhaps far removed from
their own, according to Ms. Choate.
“Actors must be chameleons, able to
morph their bodies, voices, minds,
and hearts into the reality of other
places and periods,” stated Ms. Choate.
“Technically, the cast will have to
learn how to speak with an impec-
cable English accent. Also, at the turn
of the last century, folks didn’t just
galumph and slouch their way through
the day. Everything was done in a high
style with a focus on being beautiful
and being witty.”

“Today it seems to be all about the
clothes, hairstyle, and a ‘don’t-you-
want-me’ body,” Ms. Choate contin-
ued. “While that was important then

as well, the Victorians – especially
those in Oscar Wilde’s circle – strove
for the complete package: a body car-
ried in an elegant and beautiful style,
and a lovely voice employed to reveal
a clever and, hopefully, brilliant mind.”

While Ms. Choate acknowledged it
was always challenging to stage a pe-
riod play for a modern audience, she
said and the cast relished the opportu-
nity to “discover ways to help our con-
temporary audience enjoy the play as
much as Wilde’s audience did when it
premiered on Valentine’s Day in 1894.”

“Today a lot of humor tends to be
quite obvious and graphic, of the brain-
not-required type,” said Ms. Choate.
“Now I like wine shooting out of
someone’s nose as much as anyone,
but I also long for humor that is more
humane, humor that makes us love the
characters.”

The Importance of Being Earnest
runs October 17 – 25 in Kean’s Zella
Fry Theatre, located in Vaughn Eames
Hall. Performances are scheduled for
Friday, October 17, at 8 p.m.; Satur-
day, October 18, at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.;
Sunday, October 19, at 2 p.m.; Wednes-
day, October 22, at 8 p.m.; Thursday,
October 23, at 5 p.m. (followed by a
brief Q & A with the cast); Friday,
October 24, at 10 a.m. (student mati-
nee) and 8 p.m.; and Saturday, October
25, at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Standard tickets are $15, with $12
tickets available for Kean faculty, staff,
and alumni, and $10 tickets available
for students. To purchase tickets or
request a Department of Theatre sea-
son brochure, please call the Kean Stage
box office at (908) 737-SHOW (7469),
email ticket@kean.edu, or visit
www.keanstage.com/.

Cranford Scarecrow Stroll
Registration Closing Soon

SCARECROW STROLL…”Once Upon a Scarecrow,” above, was a crowd-
pleaser in last year’s  Scarecrow Stroll in downtown Cranford. Registration for
this year’s event ends this week.

CRANFORD – This is the last week
to sign up for the seventh Annual
Scarecrow Stroll in downtown Cran-
ford. The annual event, which draws
visitors from all over, is open to resi-
dents of Cranford and surrounding
towns. Registration and guidelines
are online (no fee)
www.cranford.com/downtown

More than 100 scarecrows will be
displayed throughout the downtown

area beginning Wednesday, October
22, and visitors will have a chance to
vote for their favorites through Fri-
day, October 31. Winners will be
selected in three categories: under
12, 13 and up and business.

“This is a great opportunity for
families, individuals, neighbors or
co-workers to have some fun making
a scarecrow, “said Downtown Direc-
tor Kathleen Miller Prunty.

Holy Trinity School Hosts
Hearth & Home Kitchen Tour

HEARTH & HOME...The Westfield area is well known for its many beautiful
homes of myriad styles. The Hearth and Home Kitchen Tour, back this year for
the 5th time, will give the public a chance to see eight of these wonderful homes
from the inside out on Saturday, October 18, from 10 am. to 4 p.m.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield area
is well known for its many beautiful
homes of myriad styles. The Hearth
and Home Kitchen Tour, back this
year for the 5th time, will give the
public a chance to see eight of these
wonderful homes from the inside out
on Saturday, October 18, from 10 am.
to 4 p.m.

There will be cuisine to sample from
local chefs and bakers in each of the
homes. The homes’ contractors, ar-
chitects and designers will be on hand
to discuss ideas. There will also be a
raffle, featuring baskets from local
donors, at one of the homes. In addi-
tion, the first 400 guests will receive
complimentary gift bags. This is an
opportunity not to be missed.

Tickets can be purchased in ad-
vance for $40 from the school office at
336 First Avenue, Westfield, Baron’s
Drugs, Town Book Store, Christoffers
Florist or online at htisnj.com/. Tick-
ets can also be purchased at any house
on the day of the event for $45.

Columbus Day
Monday, October 13

© 2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Garwood $597,000
Spacious & bright 55+ condo at The Pointe.
3BR/3.1BA, elevator, EIK w/center island, SS
appls, HW flrs, & many upgrades!

Agent: Lois Berger MLS: 3173451

Mountainside $899,000
Gracious CH Colonial at end of cul-de-sac.
Very spacious rooms, in-ground pool, walk
out bsmt w/rec rm & much more!

Agent: Patricia Connolly MLS: 3131777

Scotch Plains $899,000
Palatial 12 rm CH Col boasts handsome
details! Gourmet EIK w/new SS appls &
granite, inground pool & beautiful backyard.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3173482

Westfield $429,900
Enjoy the lovely front porch, hardwood floors
and too many updates to list in this 3 BR 1.5
ba colonial.

Agent: Patricia Spinner MLS: 3174919

Scotch Plains $849,000
Magnificent Col,4BR/3.1BA, FR gleaming HW
flrs, Fab EIK, 2CarGar, private yard. Close to
town, schools, NYC trans.

Agent: Patricia Plante MLS: 3131895

Plainfield $515,000
Renov 1990 Queen Anne in Sleepy Hollow/
Netherwood Hgts. CAC, 17 rms, 7BR/4.1BA,
fin bsmt. 810BelvidereAvenue.com.

Agent: Cynthia Alexander MLS: 3138624


