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Floraphile Club to Visit
Farm at Green Village
CRANFORD — The Floraphile

Garden Club of Cranford will tour
the Farm at Green Village, a premier
nursery and garden center, on Mon-
day, October 20, at 11 a.m.

The Farm at Green Village has more
than 30 acres of trees, shrubs and
flowers and a 30,000-square-foot
greenhouse, plus a menagerie of ani-
mals including sheep, donkeys, ducks
and swans. Participants will have the
opportunity to ask questions of horti-
culturists there and to get inspired by
the selection of plants and containers.

The Farm at Green Village is lo-
cated at 403 Green Village Road in
Green Village, N.J. Everyone is wel-
come to pack a light lunch or snack to
enjoy at the end of the visit. Guests
are welcome.

To learn more about joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford
or for more information on this activ-
ity or other upcoming events, contact
Mary Ellen at mecrafts@verizon.net.
Individuals also are invited to “like”
the club on Facebook at
facebook.com/floraphilegardenclub.

Free Jazz Event to Be Held
At Willow Grove October 19
SCOTCH PLAINS — The com-

munity is invited to a free jazz and
sacred music concert on Sunday,
October 19, beginning at 4 p.m., at
the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church in Scotch Plains. It will fea-
ture the Reverend Bill Carter on pi-
ano and Warren Cooper as vocalist.

Reverend Carter has maintained
a dual career as a jazz pianist and a
Presbyterian minister. He is a
freelance pianist, recording artist
and leader of a jazz quartet. Addi-
tionally, Reverend Carter is the pas-
tor and head of staff at the First
Presbyterian Church of Clarks Sum-
mit, Pa., where he has served for
more than 20 years.

“We create jazz music that glori-
fies God, renews the church, and
models the integration of faith and
the arts,” he said. “We’re here to
help people infuse the life of faith
with the swinging pulse of jazz.”

Mr. Cooper is a highly-regarded
vocalist from Philadelphia, Pa. He
also is a composer, producer, choir
master, music minister, recording
artist and radio broadcaster of gos-
pel music on WRTI-FM. He has trav-
eled widely in presenting sacred con-
certs, leading worship seminars and
producing sound recordings.

The music will be drawn from
“Down by the Riverside,” “Go
Down Moses,” “Wade in the Wa-
ter,” “The Nearness of You,” “All
Creatures of Our God and King”
and “My Funny Valentine,” among
many more surprises.

Immediately following the con-
cert, there will be an opportunity to
talk with the musicians at a recep-
tion offering light refreshments.

This concert is part of the 2014
“Music for the Soul” series which
has featured a wide variety of musi-
cal styles and performers.

Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road, across the street from the
Scotch Plains south-side firehouse
and south-side soccer park, near
the corner of South Martine Av-
enue. The facilities are handicap-
accessible. For more information,
call (908) 232-5678 or visit
willowgrovechurch.org.

Rev. Bill Carter Warren Cooper

Torah Center Reveals Events
For Sukkah, Simchat Torah

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center, located at 509
Central Avenue in Westfield, will
have an “Open Sukkah” this Sun-
day, October 12, from 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. All in attendance will
have an opportunity to perform the
mitzvah of shaking the Lulav and
Etrog and to perform the mitzvah of
making a special Sukkah blessing
on some cake. There also will be a
Sukkah-related arts and crafts project
for children. There is no charge.

The Torah Center will hold its
Simchat Torah celebration with
Hakafot, open to the public, on
Thursday, October 16, at 6:30 p.m.
There will be refreshments, dancing
with the Torah, and all children will
receive their own Simchat Torah flag.

The holiday of Simchat Torah is
the completion of the year-round
public reading of the Torah (Bible)
scroll in synagogues. Simchat To-
rah has always been traditionally
associated with ecstatic, joyous
dancing.

Everyone is invited to Sukkot ser-
vices at the Torah Center. The sched-
ule is as follows: Thursday, Octo-
ber 9, 10 a.m. – first day of Sukkot;
Friday, October 10, 10 a.m. – sec-
ond day of Sukkot, and 7 p.m. –
Shabbat Services; Saturday, Octo-
ber 11, 10 a.m. – Shabbat Services;
Sunday, October 12, 10 a.m. – Chol
Hamoed; Wednesday, October 15,
7 p.m. – Shmini Atzeret; Thursday,
October 16, 10 a.m. – Shmini

Atzeret (Yizkor), and 6:30 p.m. –
Simchat Torah Celebration; Friday,
October 17, 10 a.m. – Simchat To-
rah day. For more information, call
(908) 789-5252, e-mail
info@torahcenter.org or visit
torahcenter.org.

PINK OUT...The Westfield High School Girls’ Volleyball team gets ready to play
Union Catholic High School during their sixth annual “Pink Out” volleyball
tournament to raise funds for and awareness of the fight against breast cancer.
The tournament will take place on Friday, October 17, at Westfield High School.
Proceeds will benefit the Susan G. Komen Foundation.

WHS Girls’ Volleyball Team
To Sponsor Sixth ‘Pink Out’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School Girls’ Volleyball Team
will sponsor their sixth annual vol-
leyball tournament, known as “Pink
Out,” on Friday, October 17, to raise
funds and promote public awareness
as October is National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month.

“Pink Out” was initiated six years
ago as a tribute to the girls’ coach,
Bev Torok, who revealed to her team
that she had been diagnosed with
breast cancer and pledged to battle
the deadly disease. Coach Torok in-
spired the girls as she continued to
work while she recuperated from sur-
gery and endured rounds of debilitat-
ing chemotherapy. After her doctors
declared her cancer-free, Coach Torok
enlisted the team’s help to bring more
public awareness about breast cancer
and to raise funds to fight it.

The first Westfield High School
volleyball match for breast cancer
raised more than $8,000, the second
over $12,000, and each year since
then the amount raised by the team
has continued to climb. Last year’s
event raised more than $28,000. As a
result of the team’s continued efforts
to raise both money and awareness,
they were honored by the Susan G.
Komen Foundation at a dinner on
September 11, 2013.

During this year’s Pink Out event,
the Westfield High School freshman
team, junior varsity and varsity teams
will play on their home court against
neighbor and rival Union Catholic
High School. Westfield High School
is located at 550 Dorian Road.

The freshmen game will begin at 4
p.m., the Junior Varsity game at 5:30
p.m., and the Varsity game at approxi-

mately 7 p.m. A serving contest will be
held after the Junior Varsity game and
winners will receive prizes donated
from local merchants. There also will
be a refreshment stand and an auction
for baskets of prizes. Additionally,
breast cancer survivors will be honored
in a special procession led by Coach
Torok at the conclusion of the event.

The event will be open to the pub-
lic and tickets can be purchased at the
door. Anyone wearing pink will be
admitted free. All proceeds will ben-
efit the Susan G. Komen Foundation.

Westfield Rec. Offers
NYC Holiday Lights
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Recreation Department is again of-
fering its popular New York City
Holiday Night Light Tour on Tues-
day, December 9.

During this escorted, narrated tour,
participants will get to see some of
the city’s beautiful holiday window
displays, stop at Rockefeller Center
to see the tree and visit the holiday
shops at Bryant Park.

Spots are limited. The cost is $65
per person. The tour package includes
bus transportation, narrated tour,
boxed sandwich meal for the bus ride
and coffee and dessert at a local New
York City eatery at the conclusion of
the tour.

The bus will depart at 3:30 p.m.
from the Memorial Park Pool, lo-
cated at 713 Cumberland Street,
Westfield, and return at approxi-
mately 10 p.m. For more informa-
tion, contact the Westfield Recreation
Department at (908) 789-4080 or
recreation@westfieldnj.gov.

Genealogists’ Meeting Today
To Focus on N.J. Ancestors

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields will
welcome back professional gene-
alogist Melissa Johnson at its meet-
ing today, Thursday, October 9.
Ms. Johnson will speak on “Re-
searching Your New Jersey Ances-
tors.” The meeting will begin at 1
p.m. in the Meeting Room of the
Westfield Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

New Jersey has played an im-
portant role in American history
and genealogy. Early immigration
brought English colonists to New
England and, years later, a wave of
European immigration hit New
York City. Many of these immi-
grants eventually settled in New
Jersey, and some remained there
for generations.

Attendees will learn how to ef-
fectively research their New Jersey
ancestors using various reposito-
ries as well as online resources and
less frequently used record sets.

Ms. Johnson specializes in New
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania
and British genealogical research,
as well as family history writing,
editing and publishing. She has
worked on several projects for tele-
vision shows, including “Geneal-
ogy Roadshow,” premiering in the
fall of 2013, and “Spoorloos,” a
popular Dutch television series
focused on reuniting long-lost rela-
tives.

She currently holds the position
of reviews editor for the Associa-
tion of Professional Genealogists
Quarterly. Additionally, she is a
member of the board of trustees of
the Genealogical Society of New

Jersey, where she serves as news-
letter editor and program chair-
woman, and is a trustee of the In-
ternational Society for British Ge-
nealogy and Family History.

This meeting will be open to the
public. For more information, con-
tact Nancy Humphrey, president
of the Genealogical Society of the
West Fields,  at
nlhumphrey315@hotmail.com or
(908) 612-6029.
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WF Volunteer Expo
On Tap October 20

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
United Fund will sponsor the first
Westfield Area Volunteer Expo on
Monday, October 20, from 3 to 6
p.m. It will take place at the Westfield
Area Y branch at 422 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Local agencies will share informa-
tion for prospective volunteers, in-
cluding CASA, Community Access
Unlimited, CONTACT We Care,
Habitat for Humanity, Homefirst,
Jewish Family Service, Mobile Meals,
the Westfield Food Pantry at Holy
Trinity, the Westfield Historical So-
ciety, the Westfield Service League
and the Westfield Rescue Squad.

During the open house, local resi-
dents who want to “give back” will
be able to visit with the exhibitors
and learn about their volunteering
opportunities, to find the perfect fit
for their skills and schedules. The
Westfield United Fund is partnering
with the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration, the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, and the
Westfield Area Y for this event.

Fanwood Presbyterian
Posts Time Change

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church has announced that
on Sunday, October 19, there will be
only one service of worship in the
sanctuary at 11:15 a.m. The Praise
Band and choir will combine for a
joyful blended service.

This change is to celebrate the
completion of the Fanwood 5K race
that takes place earlier that morning.
“We are wishing all participants a
safe and successful run or walk,” said
the Reverend David Jahnke, pastor.

The following Sunday, October 26,
the “Soles for Souls” collection of
gently used shoes will be dedicated
for those in need of footwear in the
world.

Everyone is welcome to attend all
services and programs. The Fanwood
Presbyterian Church is located at 74
South Martine Avenue. For further
information about the church, call
(908) 889-8891; check the church
website, fanwoodpc.org, or e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org.

Westfield
Monday, September 29,

Shaquanah A. Williams, 26, of New-
ark was arrested on an outstanding
Westfield warrant, in the amount of
$150, following a motor vehicle stop
on North Avenue at Elmer Street.
She was processed, posted bail and
released.

Monday, September 29, a silver
Razor scooter was found in the
bushes behind 101 East Broad Street.
It was taken to police headquarters
and stored for safekeeping.

Tuesday, September 30, a resi-
dent of the 200 block of Embree
Crescent reported the theft of $436
worth of jewelry from her front porch
after the victim purchased it on-line
and the package was left on the porch
by the U.S. Postal Service.

Tuesday, September 30, a resi-
dent of Embree Crescent reported
the theft of a laptop computer and a
Coach handbag, as well as personal
items, with a total value of $1,200,
from her unlocked motor vehicle
while it was parked in her driveway.

Wednesday, October 1, Daryl
McMillan, 58, of Newark was ar-
rested at police headquarters on an
outstanding Green Brook warrant.
He was processed, posted bail and
released.

Wednesday, October 1, Roman
Buchak, 29, of Westfield was ar-
rested following a court appearance
and was sentenced to six months in
the Union County jail.

Wednesday, October 1, a resident
of the 100 block of Sondra Circle
reported the theft of two credit cards
after someone made several fraudu-
lent purchases. Someone had re-
moved the credit cards from the
victim’s wallet.

Wednesday, October 1, a resident
of the 500 block of Alden Avenue
reported that someone had entered
her residence and removed a debit
card and a passport from the kitchen
counter. According to police, entry
was gained through an unlocked rear
door.

Thursday, October 2, Ian
Romanello, 24, of Garwood was ar-
rested on an outstanding Scotch
Plains warrant, in the amount of
$89, after a motor vehicle stop on
New Providence Road. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, October 3, Suresh Pergra,
28, of Staten Island, N.Y. was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue near Summit Av-
enue and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. Pergra was processed and re-
leased.

Saturday, October 4, a resident of
the 900 block of Tice Place reported
that someone had used her credit
card without her authorization to
make $505 in purchases.

Saturday, October 4, Leon
Schaefer, 42, of Westfield turned
himself in at police headquarters on
an active warrant out of Freehold in
the amount of $146. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, September 30, an em-

ployee of a Westfield Road business
reported that someone removed his
wallet off of a desk while the busi-
ness was open.

Wednesday, October 1, a resident
of Lake Avenue reported that some-
time during the day someone had
entered her apartment and removed
several hundred dollars in prescrip-
tion drugs. According to police, it is
unknown how entry was gained.

Wednesday, October 1, a contrac-
tor building a house on Dutch Lane
reported that someone had entered
the house and removed several thou-
sand dollars worth of tools. Entry
was gained through an unlocked
door, police said.

Friday, October 3, the manager of
a Route 22 business reported that at
approximately 12:30 a.m. an uni-
dentified black male entered the store
and pointed a handgun and de-
manded money. The suspect left on
foot with an undetermined amount
of cash, authorities reported.

Friday, October 3, a resident of
Rahway Road reported that some-
time overnight someone had entered
her unlocked motor vehicle and re-
moved an undetermined amount of
cash.

Friday, October 3, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that
sometime between September 20 and
October 4 someone had entered her
residence and removed several
pieces of jewelry. According to po-
lice, entry was gained by forcing
open a rear window.

Fanwood
Monday, September 29, a victim

reported that he had parked his mo-
tor vehicle, described as an open
top-style Jeep, at a business on the
500 block of North Avenue and went
in to shop, and that when he returned
to his vehicle, an item valued at $40
had been removed from inside the
vehicle.

Tuesday, September 30, Tatianna
Dorsey, 21, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an active warrant out of
Fanwood after police responded to
an accident at East 7th Street and
Terrill Road. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Mountainside
Monday, September 29, police re-

sponded to Wood Valley Road on the

report of a dog bite. According to
police, the victim stated she was
walking in the area of Upland Road
at approximately 11 a.m. when three
large boxers came running towards
her from a residence on Upland, and
one of the dogs lunged at her, biting
her near the elbow and breaking the
skin. A second dog scratched her
shin, causing a small abrasion, while
the third dog looked on, police said.
The unknown owner of the dogs
then came outside and grabbed and
yelled at all three dogs to go inside,
at which time the victim said, “your
dogs bit me!” The owner replied,
“so what,” authorities reported. No
vaccination records were found for
the animals using the address of the
residence on Upland Road, and au-
thorities were unsuccessful in their
attempts to contact the owner of the
animals. Authorities recommended
the victim contact her doctor for
possible rabies shots and the owner
of the dogs was issued a complaint
for “dog at large,” authorities said.

Tuesday, September 30, a resi-
dent of Deer Path reported theft by
deception after giving a deposit in
the amount of $3,150 to an indi-
vidual who was going to do stained
glass work for the victims. Accord-
ing to police, the check was cashed
on July 21, and during a recent call
to the suspect the victim was noti-
fied that the number was no longer
in service.

Tuesday, September 30, Mejreme
Gjidija, 60, of Union was arrested
for driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. He was processed and released
at the scene.

Tuesday, September 30, Nyjirah
N. Miles, 25, of Elizabeth was picked
up at the Middlesex County jail on
an outstanding ACS warrant out of
Mountainside.

Tuesday, September 30,
Raheamma S. Hood, 43, of Newark
was transported to police headquar-
ters by the Union County Police
Department on the strength of a
Mountainside warrant in the amount
of $489. He was processed, posted
bail and released.

Wednesday, October 1, a resident
came into police headquarters with
items she believed to be explosive.
According to police, the woman’s
husband, a member of the National
Guard and weapons handler for the
military, had recently passed away,
and when she was cleaning out his
work space she came across the
items, one of which she thought to
contain mercury. The items were
contained outside of headquarters
and the area was taped off in order to
keep the public safe until the bomb
squad arrived and determined the
items not to be explosive in nature,
authorities reported. The items were
identified as an aerial simulator, two
CS canisters and a screw top con-
tainer containing suspected mercury;
the simulator and the canisters were
destroyed and the suspected mer-
cury was turned over to the Union
County Office of Emergency Man-
agement.

Sunday, October 5, a resident of
Birch Hill Road reported that some-
one had entered her unlocked motor
vehicle while it was parked in her
driveway and emptied the center con-
sole. According to police, nothing
was reported missing at this time.

Monday, October 6, Lonnie
Mattox, 33, of Newark was picked
up at the Berkeley Heights Police
Department on a Mountainside war-
rant in the amount of $1,496.

First Baptist Offers
Outreach Projects

WESTFIELD — The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will host another Church
Gathered/Church Scattered outreach
on Sunday, October 19. Among the
opportunities are making lunches for
the homeless, raising awareness for
breast cancer, spreading God’s word
with those living in a nursing home, or
a project on behalf of animals. Inter-
ested persons are asked to contact the
church office at (908) 233-2278 or
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net to
sign up for a project.

Seats Still Available
For Christmas Show
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Senior Citizens Advisory
Committee has announced that seats
are still available for its upcoming
“Joy of Christmas Show” trip on
Tuesday, December 2.

This bus trip to the Crystal Palace
Yacht Club in Point Pleasant will
feature Vincent Talarico perform-
ing favorite Christmas classics.
Lunch will include an entrée choice
of prime rib, talapia or breast of
capon, plus apple crisp with ice
cream for dessert. The cost is $50
for Scotch Plains and Fanwood resi-
dents and $52 for all other seniors.

The bus will leave the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at 820
Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains, at
10 a.m. and will return at 5 p.m.

Interested persons can register
online at scotchplainsnj.com or in
person in the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Office, Room 113, 430 Park
Avenue. For more information, call
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 221
or no. 223.


