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Candidates ‘Pointe Forum’ To Be Held
For Garwood Voters Oct. 16 and 23

GARWOOD – The most frequent ques-
tions submitted by borough residents to
be asked of the candidates for Mayor and
Borough Council during two appearances
later this month concern the athletic com-
plex under construction on the south side.
The project, which cost $3.2 million, is
almost two years overdue. Voters say
they want an explanation for the delay
and some assurance that officials are tak-
ing steps to complete the complex quickly.

All Garwood residents have been in-
vited to submit further questions to
PointeForum@gmail.com — and to at-
tend the discussions, which will be held
in the clubhouse at the Pointe, the condo-
minium complex between Maple and
Chestnut Streets.

The mayoral candidates – Salvatore
Piarulli, a Republican, and Charles P.
Lombardo, a Democrat – will appear on
Thursday, October 16.

The council candidates – Carol Kearney
and Tina Simitz, Republicans, and Louis
Petruzzelli and Sara Todisco, incumbent
Democrats – will speak on Thursday,
October 23. Each session will begin at
7:30 p.m.

“The athletic complex has become

major issue for Garwood,” said Christine
Spear, the president of the condominium’s
board. “But our discussions will not be
limited to that topic. We will also hear the
candidates out on such matters as taxes
and the redevelopment of North and South
Avenues.”

Light refreshments will be served at
each event. Parking is available in the
large lot behind the commercial build-
ings on North Avenue between Maple
and Chestnut Streets. A stairway leads
from the lot to the clubhouse. For further
information, call Bill Connolly (908)
789-0659.

Letters to the EditorMayor Skibitsky Explains Coolidge
Street Paving By American Water

Editor’s Note: The following is in re-
sponse to Marcie Horowitz’ letter pub-
lished last week.

Dear Ms. Horowitz, Thank you for
your e-mail and the opportunity to clarify
matters. The good news is that this is
truly a case of the glass being half full.

I need to begin by explaining that a
utility company has the legal right to
access, and the responsibility to main-
tain, its delivery system infrastructure
located in the public right-of-way. Utility
companies are regulated by the state of
New Jersey (not the municipality) via the
Board of Public Utilities. The municipal
government cannot deny access nor can it
specifically direct the operations of a
utility company or its authorized contrac-
tors. In this case, the utility company in
question is New Jersey American Water,
which is engaged in a multi-year project
to make improvements to the water deliv-
ery infrastructure in its service area of
which Westfield is a part of. When a
utility company accesses its delivery sys-
tem that is located under a roadway (a
public right-of-way), it is required to
restore only the point of access in the
roadway. Depending on the extent of the
work being done, restoration of the ac-
cess point is often times a two-step pro-
cess – first a temporary fill followed by a
permanent patch once the job is com-
pleted and the fill has settled.

The water company infrastructure im-
provements in other areas of town included
relining water mains and installing new
meter pits. On Coolidge Street, however,
the water company completed more exten-
sive improvements, including the installa-
tion of a new 2,800-foot long eight-inch
water main, six new replacement fire hy-
drants, and 75 new service connections.
Certainly, such extensive improvements
are beneficial to the homeowners and wel-
comed by the town, though the work re-
quired the opening of a continuous trench
in the roadway extending from Benson
Place into the Township of Cranford. Fur-
ther, in addition to the trench, the new
service connections required individual
cutouts in the roadway. When it came time
for the water company to restore the access
points, it was clear to the town that, between
the trench and the individual cutouts and
waiting for temporary fill to settle, the
driving lane could not be adequately re-
stored simply with patches. Consequently,
the town requested that New Jersey Ameri-
can Water Company restore the entire af-
fected driving lane to the curb line.

Although not required to do so, the
water company did agree and did mill
and pave the impacted travel lane to the
curb line for the entire length of Coolidge
Street at a cost of nearly $110, 000, all of
which was paid for by the water company
and none of which was paid for by the
Town of Westfield. While the aesthetics
of new asphalt on one side of the street
may not be visually pleasing at this time,
the alternative of a 2,800-foot long patch
plus all the individual patches would not
only be visually unappealing, but likely
not structurally sound over the long term.
Although I appreciate your suggestion,
clearly New Jersey American Water could
not be compelled to pave the side of the
street in which there were no access points
to their infrastructure. Under the circum-
stances, the town is very grateful that the
water company agreed to go above and
beyond what was technically required.

Regarding your statement that, “the
town should have figured out another
way to take advantage of the situation
and fund paving of the other half,” in this
particular case, as in most major infra-
structure projects, the full scope and ulti-

mate outcomes are not known until the
project is fully underway or nearly com-
pleted. The funding for municipal capital
improvement projects such as milling
and paving of municipal roadways must
be provided for via the capital budget
process, a process guided by state law.
Even though the water company and the
town communicates regularly with each
other regarding all the ongoing water
company projects in town, it was not
possible to know the final outcome of the
Coolidge Street project prior to the adop-
tion of the 2013-2014 capital budget.

With respect to your statement about the
roads in Westfield in need of attention,
keep in mind that municipalities issue bonds
(borrow the funds) to pay for capital im-
provement projects. As evidenced by the
cost incurred by the water company to pave
half of a little over a half a mile of Coolidge
Street, milling and paving is very expen-
sive. With 380 municipal roadways and
over 200 miles of driving lanes in the Town
of Westfield, it is always a challenge to
balance the need for capital improvements
with the need to manage debt responsibly.
(As you may know, governments at all
levels run into deep trouble when debt
becomes overwhelming.) Accordingly, the
town has been systematically addressing
capital improvements to our roadways to
the fullest extent our finite capital funds
permit, with the structural integrity of the
travel lanes being one of the primary con-
siderations. In fact, since 2006, one quarter
of our total road surfaces have been repaved
while our debt service costs, which impact
the operating budget, have been kept at
reasonable and sustainable levels.

Understandably, it is very common for
residents who observe road improvement
projects around town to be eager to advo-
cate for their own street, and certainly the
situation on Coolidge Street is unique, so
the town recognizes your eagerness in this
regard. The good news is that Coolidge
Street is on the list for repaving consider-
ation during the next capital budget cycle
commencing in 2015, and with the water
company already footing the bill for half
of the street, the cost to Westfield taxpay-
ers for any future paving there by the town
has been greatly reduced.

Andy Skibitsky
Westfield Mayor

*****
Thank you, Mayor, for your detailed

and thoughtful response. Infrastructure
improvements and maintenance are
among the most important functions of
government, and I, for one, do not object
to paying my share of taxes on projects
such as this.

Given its “unique” circumstances, I do
hope and trust that Coolidge Street will
rise to the top of the capital improve-
ments list in 2015, so that the job half
done can be completed.

Marcie Horowitz
Westfield

Garwood Dems Say Don’t Believe
Hearsay; Don’t ‘Wait and See’

Our opponents have chosen to rely on
hearsay in their latest letter to the editor.
We, the Democratic candidates, have
never taken a “wait and see” approach to
serving the Garwood community. Our
record speaks for itself. By using this
hearsay, our opponents are misleading
the residents of Garwood, having them
believe fabrications instead of the truth.

In our campaign three years ago, we
promised residents that we would pro-
mote redevelopment of the North and
South Avenue corridors. We pushed for
and funded redevelopment studies and
plans to promote appropriate develop-
ment of our industrial sites. This positive
redevelopment will bring in ratables that
will lessen the burden for taxpayers. The
Democratic administrations of the past
have worked closely with developers to
bring in Home Depot, ShopRite, Garwood
Plaza, and the Mews/Pointe to improve
Garwood. We did not wait and see when
it came to redevelopment.

We are all very frustrated by the Ath-
letic Field Complex, but we have not
taken a wait and see approach here either.
The council liaison, Louis Petruzzelli,
has attended every single construction
meeting (usually at least two per month)
since December of 2012, visits the site on
a weekly basis, and is on the phone or e-
mail about this project daily. We even
chose to hire one contractor rather than
multiple to streamline accountability in
an effort to prevent issues.

Unfortunately, when government en-
tities have to accept the lowest bid for a
project, they are often put in difficult
positions. Government projects are very
different from renovations on a home
where the homeowner would have greater
control. It is easy for our opponents to
criticize without understanding the pro-
cess within which government is bound.
They do not even offer suggestions with
their criticism.

We did not wait and see when it came
to the Athletic Field. The Finance Com-
mittee of the past three years has been the
most proactive and transparent commit-
tee yet. We have pushed department heads
to produce capital item projections for
the next three years rather than waiting to
find out what they need after it is too late.

We have produced budget documents
that make it easier for residents to see
where their money is going.

In providing funding for redevelop-
ment plans, restoring the police depart-
ment to 16 officers, acquiring much
needed emergency management equip-
ment, replacing a 30-year-old dump truck,
and increasing LOSAP benefits to our
volunteer firefighters and EMS volun-
teers, we were still able to accomplish
three of the five lowest municipal tax
increases in the past 12 years (including
the lowest this year at $39 per house).

We have looked into multiple shared
service options to lessen tax burdens.
Some options the Council has supported
and some it has not because the cost
outweighed the benefit. We will continue
to fight to control taxes while still provid-
ing residents with the services they are
accustomed to.

We do not wait and see when it comes
to finances or the needs of our residents.
Parking has become a growing concern
in Garwood. Democrats on the Council
have brought attention to this issue and
have pushed the Mayor to form a com-
mittee to examine the situation and find
viable solutions. The possibility of put-
ting up permit parking (as was done on
Winslow, Anchor, and Willow Avenues)
only begins to scratch the surface of
addressing this concern. We are currently
working on real solutions to this issue
rather than rushing a band-aid solution.
We do not wait and see when it comes to
parking.

On November 4th, Garwood residents
will have a choice between a team with a
proven track record and a team whose
campaign promises have advanced no
potential solutions or real ideas. The vot-
ers in Garwood can’t afford to sit back to
“wait and see” what happens. We trust
the residents to endorse the team that
continues to get things done in a timely,
fiscally responsible manner, a team that
has proven itself in the past. The residents
of Garwood can’t afford the luxury of
having these issues worked on by un-
tested candidates who have attended
Council meetings only recently, without
putting forth any ideas or even asking
any questions.

The issues in Garwood need to be
addressed by the Democratic team who
has been working hard to bring solutions
to the problems in our borough, who have
been here through the best and worst of
times, and who still keep on working to
make Garwood an even better place, not
sitting around to “wait and see.”

Garwood Democrats
Charles Lombardo for Mayor

Louis Petruzzelli for Council
Sara Todisco for Council

Candidate Tina Simitz Pledges to
Represent All Garwood Residents

As I have been campaigning door-to-
door, I have found that the residents of
Garwood love our town as much as I do,
but they have deep concerns about cer-
tain issues and are frustrated by our lead-
ers’ lack of attention to them. In particu-
lar:

They want to know when the Athletic
Field Complex (AFC) will be completed
but have received no hard deadline from
Borough Hall. The latest estimate pro-
vided was 30-45 days, which means that
the kids in town have missed yet another
season of fall sports on the field.

They have asked why there is flooding
near the AFC they’ve never seen before,
and where the rats are coming from. Our
Council has brushed these valid ques-
tions aside, believing that if it was dis-
cussed at a Council Meeting, then the
problem must be resolved. These issues
beg for attention, regardless of how many
discussions have been had at Council
meetings.

They wonder why their taxes have
gone up year after year, and why many of
our long-term residents are being forced
to move from Garwood. Our taxes con-
tinue to rise, while many communities in
NJ have seen their taxes stay level or even
decrease.

They are concerned about parking, traf-
fic and resource issues, especially with
The Village at Garwood Senior Housing
Project well underway on 2nd Avenue –
72 units yet only 41 parking spaces. The
current administration approved this with-
out having the foresight to realize the

strain it will have on our resources. The
Council has since had to create a “Park-
ing Committee” to address the parking
concerns, an issue that could have been
avoided with proper planning.

In summary, Garwood’s residents have
become disenchanted with the current
leadership.

In a recent letter to the editor, two
sitting Garwood councilmen from the
Establishment clique criticize my attempt
to become involved in our Borough’s
affairs and my ability to formulate my
own opinions. It seems I’m just a simple
taxpayer, voter and citizen, and the tough
questions raised by the residents to whom
I’ve personally spoken, are not welcomed.

I would like to thank the Garwood
Councilmen for their letter as it rein-
forces why I have decided to run for
Council in the first place. Their conde-
scending tone and lack of empathy for the
concerns of Garwood’s citizens is further
proof that our Borough needs new direc-
tion, new ideas, and a new voice. I am
glad they are now asking Sal Piarulli and
me to provide solutions to the challenges
they have created.

We, the people of Garwood, deserve
better. As Councilwoman, I will repre-
sent all Garwood residents whether they
have lived in town for 4 or 40 years.
Please join us in sending the Establish-
ment the message that we cannot afford
to continue on this current path, and vote
for Sal Piarulli and me on November 4th.

Tina Simitz (R)
Candidate for Garwood Council

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury
Pedestrian Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

NOTHING HAS
 CHANGED EXCEPT
 OUR NAME.

� same QUALITY

� same FAMILY 
OWNED BUSINESS

� same Nirvana 
EXPERIENCE

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303
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