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Letters to
the Editor

Go See ‘Unfair The
Movie’ in Westfield

Make Tuesday night, October 14, 6:30
p.m., your night out to go see the docu-
mentary film Unfair The Movie, showing
only once at 17 theaters throughout New
Jersey including the Digiplex Rialto The-
ater in Westfield – and nearly 700 through-
out the United States. The film docu-
ments the overreach and the excesses of
the Internal Revenue Service.

This film is not just dessert for Tea
Party types. The film speaks to people of
all segments of the economic, political
and social spectrum. For example, take a
couple in the film who adopted a little girl
from China. We do not know their politi-
cal leaning. But their claim to a lawful
adoption credit caused them to be hounded
by the IRS with audits for five years. The
couple questioned whether they should
have taken their daughter in the first
place from an oppressive regime only to
be subject to another.

But isn’t the movie a waste of time
because the IRS and the code it adminis-
ters will never go away? – or will it? Is
there a viable replacement? See the movie
and find out. To find a theater near you,
search online for ‘UnFair the Movie.’

Jim Bennett
Summit

‘Semper Fi’ Becomes ‘Semper
Goodbye’ for Scotch Plains Voter

It was difficult for me to read Council-
man Jones’ letter that appeared in The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last week.
I voted for him when he ran last year and
was hopeful that he would live up to the
campaign promise that he made to me.

He promised that he would be an inde-
pendent voice of reason on the Council,
wanting and willing to work with the
Mayor and entire Council for the good of
Scotch Plains. Instead from the moment
he took office, he aligned himself with

Councilman Vastine whose bad behavior
is a source of embarrassment to the com-
munity.

I am a long time township resident, and
a WW2 Marine Corps veteran. I believe
in honor and duty, and that a promise
made should be a promise kept.

Mr. Jones, I put my trust in you and
you let me down, therefore I will not be
voting for you again.

Frank Russo
Scotch Plains

Lincoln Eighth Graders
Thank Community

On September 20, Garwood’s Lincoln
School graduating eighth grade class held
its most successful car wash in recent
years. Monies raised from various
fundraisers, to be held throughout the
school year, will assist toward sponsor-
ship of many exciting graduation events
planned to make their last year at Lincoln
School a milestone journey filled with
cherished memories, which otherwise
may not be possible.

On behalf of all the eighth graders, we
would like to thank and acknowledge the
munificent donation made by Marano
Marano & Sons Sons; the generous con-
tributions made by Auto Spa of Westfield,
Home Depot, NAPA Auto Parts, Moohya
Burgers Fries & Shakes, McDonald’s,
T.G. & Sons Ice Cream, Garwood Base-
ball League and Garwood Lincoln El-
ementary School.

 Ann Jacewicz, President
Eighth Grade Parent Committee

Garwood

Help Give Youth Roots in the
Community and Wings to the World

It’s Time For Scotch Plains to
Support Local Contractors

I was born and raised in Scotch Plains.
It is a great place to live and raise a family.
However. and most recently, our pre-
dominately Republican Council along
with the newly hired town officials has
disheartened me with their non-profes-
sional and childlike behavior. In the past,
I have always leaned toward voting Re-
publican. I can assure you that I am
voting for the Democratic candidates for
Town Council on November 4th because
I feel they believe in supporting the resi-
dents of Scotch Plains.

You see, I was the electrical contractor
for the Township of Scotch Plains, and
No it was not given to me; I had to bid for
it. I won the bid in August of 2012 and the
job was supposed to last for three years.
In March of 2014 that bid was prema-
turely terminated. I was told that going
forward, the township was only using co-
op contractors and vendors for any type
of work, repairs, and the purchasing of
materials.

My hourly rate for my quality work-
manship was less than the town is now
paying the new co-op electrician, who is
most likely coming from a distance and
charging us for travel time. Does this
disturb me? Absolutely, and besides the
direct slap to our face, it makes me won-
der where else our tax dollars are being
misspent.

Despite its stated policy of using only
co-op contractors, I am aware that the

new regime of hired town officials is still
using non co-op contractors and vendors
to their preference and liking.

Are the co-op contractors going to
support and sponsor our youth athletics,
churches, merchants, businesses and vol-
unteer for different committees? This is
not any way to move forward for a better
Scotch Plains. I have owned my own
electrical contracting business since 1986
and have been in and around construction
since 1970, so I am not naïve to the trade
or the ways of the construction world.

I have had the privilege to work with
different Scotch Plains contractors and
volunteer my labor and time for such
projects as: 1. Alan Augustine Fountain
2. Korean Veterans War Clock 3. Viet-
nam Memorial 4. 9-11 Memorial 5. Mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains Construction
Board of Appeals.

We take pride in our town and working
within our community, unlike the co-op
who only see us as a dollar sign and has
No interest in our community and busi-
nesses. Yes, this is a very important elec-
tion year. So this is urgent that we don’t
think of it as the old way or the new way,
but the right way! Let’s move forward to
improve and support our community for
the residents of Scotch Plains, and get
back to being a community that we all
love!

Patrick Bartels
Scotch Plains

Why I am Running for Re-election?
Scotch Plains Councilman Vastine

Many of us who live in the Westfield
area know what it is like to raise a child in
today’s complicated world. It is not easy,
but our kids are the fortunate ones. Just
imagine if your own child was com-
pletely alone, with no place to go and no
one to turn to. It’s almost incomprehen-
sible, isn’t it?

For the approximately 800 youth who
age out of New Jersey’s foster care sys-
tem each year, this is their reality. They
are not coming of age like our kids do.
These young people are abandoned, with
few if any resources to help them as they
enter adulthood. Many are homeless, are
undereducated, and have never had a
stable adult relationship to help them.
They are prime targets for human traf-
ficking, gang affiliations and drug abuse.

Now, however, there is help from an
organization called Roots and Wings,
which recently expanded into Union
County. Its single goal is to empower the

young adults in their program and pro-
vide them with the tools they need to
become self-sufficient, contributing mem-
bers of their communities.

Roots and Wings Union County
(RWUC) invites area residents to a ben-
efit on October 15 from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
at the Mulberry House on Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield. Attendees will enjoy
delicious refreshments while learning
about RWUC, what the volunteers have
accomplished this year as well as the
challenges ahead. For ticket information,
contact Susan Tomljanovic, (908)  789-
0009,

 stomljanovic@outlook.com.
If you would like to learn more about

the amazing success Roots and Wings
has had, or if you think you might like to
become a part of RWUC, visit
www.rootsandwingsnj.com.

Christine Spear
Garwood

I am running for re-election because as
a taxpayer I do not want to see Scotch
Plains go backwards on important issues.
The Republican majority this year has
made progress despite efforts by Mayor
Kevin Glover to cause gridlock.

Councilmen Marcus, Vastine and Jones
passed a budget that had the lowest tax
increase in over a decade (Democrats
voted No).

Marcus, Vastine and Jones voted to
restore and fully fund the library (Demo-
crats voted No); Marcus, Vastine and
Jones voted to replace the HVAC at the
library (Democrats voted No); Marcus,
Vastine and Jones fought back the efforts
of county politicos to take over our police
department through the “Joint Meeting”
scheme (Democrats think it’s ok); Marcus,
Vastine and Jones voted for equipment to
improve pothole repair, leaf pickup and
snow removal capabilities (Democrats
voted No); Marcus, Vastine and Jones
supported using cooperative purchasing
vendors, instead of a few local insiders,
which allowed the township to complete

the entire paving program in three weeks
for less cost (Democrats support using
locals even if it means higher
cost);·Marcus, Vastine and Jones sup-
ported installing GPS in township ve-
hicles to make sure they were only used
for official business; Marcus, Vastine
and Jones voted for efforts to clean up the
Frazee House property after 15 years of
neglect (Democrats voted NO);· Marcus,
Vastine and Jones voted to replace the
roof at the Shady Rest (2013 Democratic
majority did nothing); Marcus, Vastine
and Jones support the installation of new
software for recreation and DPW to track
resident complaints and ensure
remediation; Marcus, Vastine and Jones
found money in the budget to fill more
pot holes than previous years (Democrats
voted No on budget); Marcus, Vastine
and Jones voted for cleaning up the pond
at Brookside Park (Democrats voted No).

Bo Vastine (R)
Candidate for Council

Scotch Plains

Volunteers Are Invited to The
Westfield Expo on Oct. 20th

The Westfield United Fund would like
to invite all members of the community
who want to “give back” to attend the
Westfield Area Volunteer Expo on Mon-
day, October 20 from 3 to 6 p.m. at the
Westfield Area ‘Y’s’ Bauer Branch at
422 East Broad Street. More than 25
local non-profits will be at this open
house to share information about volun-
teering opportunities with prospective
volunteers.

There are “jobs” to fit all skills and
schedules! The Westfield United Fund is
sponsoring this event in partnership with
the Downtown Westfield Corporation,
the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Westfield Area ‘Y.’
Come and check it out!

Deirdre Gelinne
Executive Director

Westfield United Fund

Scotch Plains Dem Council Candidates
Pledge To Seek Grant Dollars

Scotch Plains Democratic Candidates
for Scotch Plains Council, John Del Sordi,
Rose Checchio and Luisa Bianco, have
pledged to actively apply for county and
state grants as a way to reduce taxes and
improve services for residents.

“It has come to our attention that Coun-
cil members Marcus, Vastine and Jones,
who comprise a majority on the Town
Council, have failed Scotch Plains resi-
dents by not even taking the time and
applying for State and County Grants,”
John Del Sordi said. “This failure has
cost the town the ability to receive money
that we desperately need. Money that
Scotch Plains has received in past years.”

This year under the leadership of
Mickey Marcus, Bo Vastine and
Llewellyn Jones, Scotch Plains failed to
apply for funding that Scotch Plains was
eligible to receive through the Commu-
nity Development Block Grant Program
(CDBG). The same team also turned their
backs on the plight of parents and school
children who each school day confront
intense traffic congestion trying to get to
school. Marcus, Vastine and Jones failed
to apply for the New Jersey Safe Routes
to School funds to improve safety and
access.

“Community Development Block
Grants (CDBG) is a federal program that
sends tax dollars back to our community
for eligible programs like senior citizen
bus services. Our opponents didn’t think
that was important and failed to even
apply” Rose Checchio said. “Our senior
citizens need transportation. Why didn’t
Mickey, Bo and Llewellyn feel this was
important enough to apply for?”

Grant dollars are also available to help
make access to our schools easier and
safer for our children. New Jersey has a
safe routes to schools program. Again,
the current majority failed to even apply
for funding as did 141 other towns.

“If we could have reduced our prop-
erty tax allocation, which would have
benefited all of us,” Luisa Bianco said.
“Seniors are struggling to stay in this
town because of high taxes. They deserve
better. John, Rose and I are committed to
reducing our tax burden by applying for
grant programs that will benefit our resi-
dents.”

As members of the Scotch Plains Coun-
cil, John Del Sordi, Rose Checchio and
Luisa Bianco will actively seek grant
dollars to benefit our community and the
families who live in Scotch Plains.

For more information on the Scotch
Plains Democrats please visit
www.scotchplainsdems.com.

Candidates for Council
John Del Sordi (D)
Rose Checchio (D)

Luisa Bianco (D)
Scotch Plains

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Vanglo – The West Indian name for

sesame
2. Dicastery – In ancient Athens, a

court of justice
3. Vansire – A small, weasel-like ani-

mal of Madagascar
4. Rapparee – A plunderer or robber

DEAURATE
1. To put on a pedestal; adore
2. Having a golden color
3. In mining, the process of removing,

filtering or separating gold from its im-
purities

4. To convert or change the character
GOMPHIASIS

1. Looseness of the teeth
2. Constant wateriness of the eyes
3. Inflammation of a mucous mem-

brane; especially of the nose or throat
4. The state of being afflicted with

boils
DAYSMAN

1. A doorman or valet
2. An umpire or mediator
3. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
4. A small suitcase

POCOSIN
1. A carefree person
2. A mountain retreat or resort
3. A marsh or swamp
4. A tobacco or money pouch

Senate, Congress Candidates
Should Have Multiple Debates

With a month to go before Election Day, candi-
dates seeking election to the United States Senate
from New Jersey and U.S. Congress are asking that
their opponents agree to series of debates as way to
voters to gauge the qualifications of the candidates.

In the 7th Congressional District, Democrat Janice
Kovach has asked Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) to
agree to six debates, one in each of the six counties
included in the 7th District. While we believe that
may be too many to schedule in one month, we
believe at least two if not three debates, all broadcast
for voters to see, should be held.

In the neighboring 12th Congressional District,
Republican Alieta Eck has been seeking debates
with her opponent, state Asw. Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-15th, Mercer). This is an important
debate as this is an open Congressional seat due the
retirement of Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th). Also, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood were just redistricted from the
7th to the 12th District in 2013 following in 2010
Census. So many voters are not familiar with either
Ms. Eck or Asw. Watson Coleman. With that in

mind, we encourage both candidates to hold a debate
in Union County so local voters can attend.

While most of the discussion in the media has been
on races that could impact which party will hold the
U.S. Senate majority for the next two years, New
Jersey’s Senate race is between Sen. Cory Booker
(D) and Jeff Bell (R). Mr. Bell has asked for two
debates while Sen. Booker, who was elected to fill
the unexpired term of the late Sen. Frank Lautenberg
last year, has agreed to only one debate.

In our opinion, there should be a requirement that
federal and state candidates debate at least twice. It
should not be outside money dictating matters.

This newspaper has a tradition since the 1990s of
running candidates’ night forums that are broadcast
on local cable access channels to help voters make
informed decisions at the polls. A Scotch Plains’
Candidates’ Forum is tentatively set for Monday,
October 20. Also, The Pointe in Garwood will host
a Candidates’ Forum on Thursday, October 16 for
Garwood mayoral candidates and on Thursday, Oc-
tober 23 for borough council candidates.
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They Are Responsible for The Gridlock and Lack of Civility

Wasting Our Time Being Combative,
Mean-Spirited, Obstructionist

Councilman Vastine stated in The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last week
that Scotch Plains’ residents pay too much
in taxes. Why then did he oppose last year
the lowest municipal tax increase in 14
years?

At the time, Mr. Vastine’s position
was that it would cause a fiscal crisis. He
was clearly wrong as no crisis subse-

quently ensued. Moreover, why did he
oppose the Mayor’s proposed zero per-
cent increase this year? Mr. Vastine also
supported the sewer tax, which even the
Governor referred to as an inappropriate
way (“a gimmick”) of circumventing the
caps on municipal spending.

Further, Mr. Vastine has been a propo-
nent of fast tracked no-bid contracts that
deprive the township of obtaining ser-
vices competitively for the lowest cost. If
our taxes are too high, it seems Mr. Vastine
himself is to blame. Mr. Vastine has had
four years to bring about positive change,
and from what I’ve seen, he has not
brought forward a single initiative to
improve our township’s fiscal responsi-
bility.

Instead, Mr. Vastine has wasted our
time by being combative, mean spirited
and a counterproductive obstructionist to
conducting the town’s business opera-
tions in a civil and fiscally responsible
manner.

Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains

Just when I thought it was OK to read
the “Letter to the Editor” columns posted
in the weekly Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, along came another Rich Fortunato
dozy. I was hopeful I had heard the last of
this Scotch Plains Republican/Tea Party
committee member, and his partisan po-
litical campaign comments.

I’ve lived in this town for years, and
I’ve often watched our Township Coun-
cil meetings and have concluded the be-
havior of Councilmen Vastine, Marcus
and Jones is appalling, regularly dis-
agreeing with the Mayor for what is clearly
the sole purpose of simply being dis-
agreeable. They alone are responsible for
the ongoing gridlock and lack of civility
on the Council. The facts are that under
their watch taxes continue to rise, regular
cleaning of our streets, leaf/branch re-
moval and snow plowing have gotten
worse, our parks have fallen into disre-
pair, while they propose to burden our
township’s taxpayers with $1.5 million
of addition debt.

Mr. Fortunato, your candidates have
not been good leaders of our township,
simply stated, Councilmen Vastine,
Marcus and Jones have not been fiscally
responsible or prudent guardians of our
community’s young families and senior’s
needs. They’ve had more than an oppor-
tunity to move our township forward and
failed to do so over petty partisan poli-
tics. Why then should we believe you or
them, they have had control of the Coun-

cil; still they accomplished nothing, fail-
ing us all who so much want to make
Scotch Plains more affordable and a bet-
ter place to call home. Incredibly, they
take zero responsibility for their failures,
always blaming others while seeking to
be reelected. Based on their record alone
they don’t deserve four more years.

Kimberly Nix
Scotch Plains

THE FIRST 100 YEARS ARE FREE AT GOLEADER.COM

The Peoples’ Business
In Union County

The Jersey Journal posted a story
Monday: “Hudson, Union counties in
talks on swapping youth detainees for
adult inmates.”

Hudson County officials appear to be
conducting the public’s business in pub-
lic. Going through Hudson County was
the only way to get the jail story. Cover-
ing Union County takes different tactics.
Like pressing the ball during public com-
ment at freeholder meetings, and digging
through public records. Asking them to
comment simply doesn’t work here.

The article quotes Hudson County free-
holder and the County Exec. Tom DeGise.

The article states, “Several Hudson
County officials with knowledge of the
talks confirmed their focus is on the fea-
sibility of moving Hudson County youth
detainees to Union County and Union
County adult inmates to Hudson County
as a potential cost saving measure.”
“Hudson County Corrections Officer
Alex Rosario, president of Hudson
County jail’s PBA Local 109, said that,
“The PBA has been made aware that
there is a potential for inmates to be
brought into the Hudson County jail. ”

“Union County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia confirmed today that talks are
ongoing but said Union County had no
further comment at this time.”

I don’t expect a comment until after
Election Day. That’s the way the peoples’
business is conducted in Union County.

Tina Renna
Union County Watchdog

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

More letters on 5, 9, 18, 19


