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Margaret ‘Peggy’ Oster Seeks
Westfield Bd. of Education Seat

Scotch Plains Councilman Llewellyn
Jones Asks For Voter Support Letters to the Editor

I’m running for reelection to the
Scotch Plains town council, having
just been elected last fall to fill an
unexpired term. This first year saw
some key successes as I along with
Mickey Marcus and Bo Vastine re-
stored funding to the library and
passed a budget with the lowest tax
increase in over a decade. Yet as the
newest member of the council, there
are many big picture items I’d like to
accomplish for which I would like a
full four-year term.

One area of focus will be to push
forward with modernization efforts,
both to make government run more
efficiently, as well as to make gov-
ernment communicate and interact
with our residents in ways that are
commonplace for many residents. For
example, in the past year we have
started official township and recre-
ation Facebook pages, and we are in
the process of deploying a web-based
method for people to report pot holes
and other DPW related issues. We
also now have GPS in most of our
township vehicles. And the police
department has deployed a new Red-
Alert system to update residents in
case of emergency or weather or traf-
fic situations directly to mobile de-
vices, as well as by text message, e-
mail or land-line phone.

Another area I want to focus on is
a revitalization of the downtown com-
mercial district. While some say at-
tracting more business, and ultimately
more physical redevelopment that
will grow the tax base is a fools
errand that will never happen, I am
not deterred. To that end, I support
Councilman Vastine’s creation of a
nonpartisan downtown subcommit-
tee to research and recommend seri-
ous policy options to the council for
how we may accomplish that. I’m
excited for their report to arrive.

Additionally, Scotch Plains will
finish paying off two of our three
outstanding bonds during this com-
ing four-year term. That will free up
significant cash flow in the town’s
budget. It is imperative for the finan-
cial health of Scotch Plains that we
have a council who will look at the
long term, critical priorities for the
town, and make sure that they are
budgeted for correctly. The opportu-
nity for frivolous spending at that
point will be large, and it is impera-
tive that we have someone with a
financial background on the council
who can make sure we budget and
plan appropriately.

I have a strong financial back-
ground and I can use my background
to help do that. Finally, in addition to
good financial planning, we must find
other ways to hold the line on prop-
erty tax increases. One of the best
ways to accomplish this is by looking
towards shared services with our
neighbors. I continue to be in favor of
merging our police department with
Fanwood’s, but I continue to oppose
the “Joint-Meeting” structure that was
proposed last year.

The “Joint-Meeting” is bad policy,
would be an abdication of respon-
sible fiscal leadership, and is some-
thing that should be of great concern
to Scotch Plains residents and tax-
payers. Scotch Plains stands ready
and willing to merge the police de-
partments, but there are better alter-
natives than the “Joint-Meeting” to
accomplish it.

To that end, I ask for your support
at the polls on November 4th, and ask
that you also please support my run-
ning mates Mickey Marcus and Bo
Vastine.

Llewellyn Jones
Scotch Plains Councilman

My name is Margaret Oster but
most people know me as Peggy. I am
a candidate for election to a seat on
the Westfield Board of Education in
November.

My husband and I moved to
Westfield 26 years ago to settle down
and start a family. Since then we have
raised five children in this commu-
nity who have all enjoyed an out-
standing education attending the
Westfield Public School System.
Westfield schools fully prepared our
four oldest children for the rigors and
academic challenges they face in col-
lege and as they start their profes-
sional careers. Our youngest daugh-
ter began her sophomore year at
Westfield High School this fall, so we
remain fully involved in the school’s
programs.

I grew up in Cranford and returned
to the area following my graduation
from Goucher College in Towson,
Maryland in 1981 where I received a
B.A. in Economics and International
Relations. My career was focused in
financial services with a daily com-
mute to New York City. Over time I
rose to the level of manager and was
responsible for a staff of 20 globally,
across three continents.

Following the birth of my oldest
daughter, I retired from Salomon
Brothers to spend more time with my
new family. During the past two de-
cades, in addition to my new career
as mother and homemaker, I contin-
ued to challenge myself by getting
involved in numerous volunteer and
service organizations. Education has
been a primary focus for me since I
first served on the parent board of my
children’s nursery school here in
Westfield.

As my children grew older, I con-
tinued my commitment to the local
education system, serving as presi-
dent of the PTSO at Franklin El-
ementary School and later as presi-
dent of the PTSO at Westfield High
School. In addition to my work with
the Westfield Public Schools, I have
continued to support the education of
young people in Westfield as trea-
surer and former president of The
College Woman’s Club of Westfield.
Outside of education, I have also
been an active member of the Junior
League of Elizabeth/Plainfield and
the Westfield YMCA Devilfish Par-
ent Advisory Committee.

I chose to run for the Board of
Education position because I want to
leverage my extensive personal ex-

periences within the education sys-
tem while continuing to learn about
the intricacies and challenges we face
at both the local and state level. It is
also an opportunity for me to give
back to the community in a more
significant role. As residents of
Westfield, we are all fortunate to have
had access to amazing educational
opportunities and I would like to help
ensure that these opportunities are
available to future generations.

I understand, however, that there
are many complexities and compli-
cations involved in this process. As a
member of the Board of Education, I
will work to overcome these obstacles
while maintaining the best possible
education for our youth and control-
ling the financial burden on the com-
munity. There are solutions to the
challenges we face and together we
can ensure that Westfield is at the
forefront of the process.

Over the next month and a half, I
will continue to attend the Board of
Education meetings in addition to
any PTSO or PTC meetings that are
scheduled. I consider myself to be
thorough and dedicated. I am willing
to ask the difficult questions and to be
persistent in my search for the best
answers and outcomes for our stu-
dents and our community.

I have set up an e-mail to provide
you with a direct line of communica-
tion for any questions, comments, or
ideas you might have. Please feel free
to contact me at
peggymoster@gmail.com. I look for-
ward to hearing your thoughts and I
am excited for the opportunity to
serve the people of Westfield. Thank
you for your support!

Peggy Oster
Westfield BOE Candidate

Children in Trouble With the Law?

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Oil To Gas Conversions
Steam and Hot Water Boilers

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

PAINTING

MARINO’S PAINTING
“The Neatest Painter Around”

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Expert preparation & clean-up

• Paper Hanging & Wall Paper Removal
 • Sheetrock & Trimwork - Powerwashing

• Deck Repairs & Staining - Driveway Seal Coating
• We Clean Windows & Gutters • Hepa Vacuum Sanding

Lic. # 13VH01137900

908-688-0481

Candidate Piarulli Says Garwood
Cannot Afford ‘Wait-And-See’ Attitude

On November 4th, the voters of
Garwood have a critical decision to
make regarding Garwood’s future. It
is no secret that we are in a period of
transition, which has raised some se-
rious concerns for the taxpayers of
Garwood. Taxes have skyrocketed
over the past decade, and debt has
increased 66 percent over just the last
couple of years.

As we speak to residents, the mes-
sage is clear that we need a new direc-
tion with new ideas so we can keep
Garwood affordable and maintain its
small town feel. Just this year we had
an opportunity to have no municipal
tax increase thanks to federal grants
and state pension reforms, but our
Mayor and Council refused to cut
Garwood’s budget the necessary 0.005
percent to make that tax relief a reality.

As elected officials, we will take a
hard look at spending and we will
make our voices heard loudly and
clearly during the budget process.
We will not sit there mute while our
Council passes up such a golden op-
portunity to relieve our taxpayers.

When asked about issues such as
redevelopment, parking or
sustainability of services, our oppo-
nents do not offer viable solutions.
While on the campaign trail, resi-

dents have said that they are receiv-
ing answers from the Democrat team
such as: “We’re going to have to wait
to see what happens.”

That type of attitude is unaccept-
able and, when put into practice, has
yielded our still-as-yet-uncompleted
Athletic Field Complex. That project
is 18 months overdue and now the
contractor is even refusing to give a
deadline for its completion. And if
that were not bad enough, the estab-
lishment, that has made decisions for
the borough for so many years, is
willing to accept this type of non-
response over and over again.

We cannot afford to take this type
of “wait-and-see” attitude with the
redevelopment that will occur on
North and South Avenues, with park-
ing, and with our ever-growing bud-
getary burdens. We cannot afford the
same decision makers who led us
into believing the Athletic Field Com-
plex would have been completed a
year-and-a-half ago making decisions
for the future of Garwood.

We need new, creative and bold
leaders who are willing to be held
accountable.

Sal Piarulli, Garwood
Republican candidate for Mayor

Tina Simitz, candidate for Council

Garwood Democrats On the
Campaign Trail Seek Suggestions

We greatly appreciate all the feed-
back we are getting from residents as
we walk door to door. Many tell us
what we already know – that Garwood
is a great place to live. We want to
keep Garwood a small town with a
big heart that continues to provide
valuable services the residents have
come to expect and deserve at the
best possible price. It’s equally im-
portant for us to hear residents’ con-
cerns and to answer their questions
so that we can work on finding solu-
tions. We have received many thanks
for the hard work that we have done
and the work we still plan to do. We
look forward to meeting with all of
our neighbors before Election Day.

Collectively, we have served on
many borough boards and commit-
tees over the years, both through gov-
ernment duties and our personal lives.
With our roots in Garwood, we ap-
preciate its past history and envision
an even brighter future for our small,
strong borough. Keep in mind that
we are hosting a Family Pizza Night
on Friday, October 24th at the
Garwood Knights of Columbus from
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and hope to see
many residents there to enjoy a nice
night out with their neighbors. Please
watch your mail for our literature for
updates and information.

If you were not home when we
were in your neighborhood, or if you
have additional thoughts you would
like to share with us, please feel free
to contact us anytime. Charles can be
reached at (908) 789-0508 or

cplombardo2014@gmail.com; Lou
can be reached at (908) 233-1657 or
lpetruzzelli@garwood.org; and Sara
can be reached at (908) 377-7890 or
stodisco@garwood.org. Comments
and suggestions are always welcome
from the residents and we encourage
you to seek us out.

Charles Lombardo, Mayoral
Candidate

Louis Petruzzelli, Council Candidate
Sara Todisco, Council Candidate

What Needs to Be Repealed Is Fed
Income Tax on Unemployment Insur.
Your article on Rep. Leonard Lance

(R-7th) calling for the repeal of the
federal estate tax has him reasoning
that doing so would “support” family
business owners, employees, and
farmers. As only the wealthiest 2
percent of Americans will ever owe
federal estate taxes, those Rep. Lance
wants us to support with this tax
break must be family business own-
ers such as Wal-Mart’s Walton family
($144.7 billion in wealth split by the
late Sam Walton’s six heirs), employ-
ees such as Honeywell C.E.O. David
Cote ($55.8 million annual pay), and
farmers such as Cargill ($50 billion
in annual sales).

He sure doesn’t mean the owners
of real mom-and-pop businesses, em-
ployees such as those earning the
median American salary of $32,140,
or Old McDonald. No wonder Rep.

Lance is supported in this by Daryn
Iwicki, New Jersey director of Ameri-
cans for Prosperity, the Koch Broth-
ers-funded group that advocates for
welfare for the rich at the expense of
working people.

What needs to be repealed is the
federal income tax on unemployment
insurance, which was implemented
by President Ronald Reagan, who is
no doubt a hero to Rep. Lance and
Mr. Iwicki.

Taxing an insurance benefit as if
it’s income is convoluted enough,
and doing so when it picks the pock-
ets of the unemployed is, to use Mr.
Iwicki’s words about the federal es-
tate tax, something that “hits families
when they are most vulnerable.”

Jim LaRegina
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ
07090 - (908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor,
N.J. 08550 - (609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of
Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

Cyber Security Info
TRENTON - Members of the public

are encouraged to make a reservation
now for a public discussion led by As-
sembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) on cyber security with
state Homeland Security officials on Mon-
day, October 20, at Kean University.

Mr. Bramnick will lead the discus-
sion with experts on how the public
and corporations can protect them-
selves from cyber security theft.

The 1 p.m. event will be held in the
STEM Auditorium, Room 221. To
reserve a seat today, please call Glen
Beebe in the Assembly Republican
Office at (609) 847-3400 or e-mail
GBeebe@njleg.org.


