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To say that that 2014 was a
trying year for fans of the Cranford
High School boys soccer program
would be an understatement. The
Cougars finished with an unim-
pressive 3-14-2 overall record.
This performance came on the
heels of a 7-12-1 mark in 2013.
However third year head coach
Greg Campbell knew coming into
this season that he was faced
with the very beginning stages of
a total rebuilding effort.

“Our team for 2014 was much
less experienced than the previ-
ous edition,” said Campbell. “It
was not just that we had a lot of
underclassmen on our roster
playing key minutes for us. It
was also that we had a lot of older
players, who were getting their

first significant playing time. This
overall lack of experience showed
at different times of the season.”

Whenever a team embarks on a
rebuilding effort, the early re-
turns are not going to be pretty.
This was certainly the case for
Cranford. The Cougars struggled
offensively all season, scoring just
26 goals down from 43 in 2013.
There were some terrible losses
dotting their ledger like a 7-0
loss to Elizabeth and a 10-0
thrashing at the hands of state
powerhouse Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

But there were also rays of hope
that point to brighter days ahead.
Among their wins, the Cougars
could boast of a 3-2 home victory
over Summit on October 23 that
avenged an early season loss.
Most impressively, Cranford

stunned eventual state sectional
champion Governor Livingston,
5-2, on September 20. The cir-
cumstances behind the upset win
made the accomplishment all the
more incredible.

“Heading into that game with
Governor Livingston we had eight
varsity players down for that
game with strep,” said Campbell.
“It really was a case where we
had to pull young players up and
switch players from position to
position just to field a team. I
think the adrenaline that these
younger players had gave them
an energy in that game that re-
ally guided us to victory.”

The game marked a turning
point for the program, not only
because it was an impressive
win, but also more importantly, it
was the point at which younger

players would begin to see what
they were capable of when the
bullets were for real.

“We had to make several line-
up changes for that game per-
haps none more significant than
at goalkeeper,” said Campbell.
“We had been using a junior,
Dominic Meliado in the net, but
due to being so shorthanded, we
had to switch him out into the
field. We called up a freshman,
Andrew Rojo, to play goal and
the move really helped us in both
areas.”

In his baptism by fire, Rojo would
go on to record 69 saves on the
season. The actual varsity level
game experience for the fresh-
man figures to be a big help to
him and the team next season.

“You can’t replace actual game
experience,” said Campbell. “Es-

pecially at that position. I had
been hearing good things about
Andrew and what he was doing
at the JV level, but you don’t
know how that’s going to trans-
late once they move up. Now we
expect him to be a cornerstone
as we improve.”

With Rojo in goal and with many
young players getting their feet
wet this season, the future bodes
well for the Cougar program.
Freshman Matt Medeiros led the
team in points with five goals and
two assists. Sophomore Jakub
Iwaniuk also scored five goals.
Matthew Perino, Addison Chang
and Trey Pasqual are three other
sophomores, who received sig-
nificant playing time this season.
Meliado will be a returning se-
nior, who gained valuable expe-
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