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creative framing
Art • Framing • Gifts • Home Accents • Unique Jewelry

Conservation Framing • Sports Memorabilia & Jerseys
Shadow Boxes • Graduation Diplomas • Mirrors

Corporate & Home Consultations

Holiday Jazz Night
Friday, Dec. 5th, 7pm - 9pm

6th Annual Boutique Show
Saturday, Dec. 6 & Sunday, Dec. 7th

10am - 5pm

Visit our website to view merchandise &

upcoming events: www.simplyartandframes.com

908-272-3030

Mon 12-4; Tues, Wed & Fri 10-6; Thurs 10-7; Sat 10-5

11 North Union Avenue, Cranford

I WISH FOR A GREAT SHOW...Marx Kopla, left, stars as Aladdin and Frank
Todisco will play the Genie in Cranford Dramatic Club’s production of Aladdin.
Performances will be Friday, December 5, Saturday, December 6 and Sunday,
December 7.  Tickets are $12. Visit www.cdctheatre.org for more information.

Legally Blonde, Jr.
To be Perfomed in GW

GARWOOD – A production of
Legally Blonde, Jr. will be held at
Lincoln l, 400 Second Ave., ool in
Garwood on Friday, December 5 and
Saturday, December 6 at 7 p.m.

Tickets can be purchased in ad-
vance by calling (908) 789-0331.
Tickets are $9 Adult, $7 Students and
Seniors.  Tickets may also be pur-
chased at the door for $10.

Model Railroad Club
Announces Annual Show

Westfield Sisters to Perform
In Nutcracker Production

Kruk to Perform One-Man
Christmas Carol at UCPAC

Liberty Hall Announces
Start of Christmas Tours

UNION – Liberty Hall Museum
will usher in its popular holiday sea-
son with the debut of its much-antici-
pated Christmas tour, Deck the Halls:
Fifty Years of Christmas Decorations,
on Friday, November 28. A celebra-
tion of half a century of seasonal
decoration and ornamentation, Deck
the Halls: Fifty Years of Christmas
Decorations invites visitors to jour-
ney through five beautifully adorned
rooms to experience the decorative
styles of the 1910s - 1950s. The tour
kicks off a month of scheduled holi-
day programming for all ages at the
museum, the former residence of New
Jersey’s first elected governor, Will-
iam Livingston.

“What makes this year’s holiday
tour so special is that guests will be
treated to fifty years of different holi-
day decorations and traditions,” said
Lacey Bongard, Coordinator of Mu-
seum Programs. “Hopefully this will
bring back some nice Christmas
memories for our guests.”

Deck the Halls: Fifty Years of Christ-
mas Decorations runs through Decem-
ber 27; Monday through Saturday, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $6 for
children, college students and seniors;
$8 for Kean University alumni; and
$10 for adults. There is no cost for
children under the age of three.

For the first time in eight years,
guests also have the opportunity to
experience the holiday tour by candle-
light when Liberty Hall Museum of-
fers Holiday Candlelight Tours on the
evening of Saturday, December 6 at
5, 6:30 and 8 p.m. Guided by the
museum’s friendly educators in their
holiday best, guests will enjoy an
exclusive candlelight tour of Deck
the Halls: Fifty Years of Christmas
Decorations and light refreshments.
The cost is $10 for children, $12 for
seniors, and $15 for adults; the 5 p.m.
tour is recommended for families.
Reservations are required by Satur-
day, November 29 and can be made
by calling (908) 527-0400 or emailing
libertyhall@kean.edu.

“The museum was inspired to offer
candlelight tours again this year be-
cause of the magic that comes alive at
Liberty Hall when it’s decorated for
Christmas,” stated Ms. Bongard. “The
experience of touring the first floor in
candlelight with all the Christmas
decorations will truly be beautiful.”

Tea lovers and harried holiday
shoppers alike can enjoy a piping hot
cup of tea with their holiday tour at
the Museum’s exquisite Christmas
Tea throughout the month of Decem-
ber. Usually served the second and
fourth Wednesday of the month, Lib-
erty Hall’s signature tea service will
be available every week on Wednes-
days, December 3, 10, 17 & 23 from
2 to 4 p.m. Admission is $40, and
includes a guided tour of the museum
following tea.

The Gingerbread House Workshop,
a longtime favorite with patrons new
and old, will take place on Saturdays,
December 13 and 20. Due to over-
whelming demand, Liberty Hall will
offer two sessions on both available
dates: 10 to 11:30 a.m. or noon to
1:30 p.m. The fee is $20 for one adult
and one child; all additional adults
are $5 each.

Liberty Hall’s “How the Grinch
Stole Lunch” (formerly known as the
Whoville Feast) is scheduled for Sun-
day, December 14 from 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. This mouthwatering buffet
features “Roast Beast on a Bun,”
“Seuss Spuds,” “Cindy Lou Who Ci-
der,” and other comfort cuisine in-
spired by Theodore Geisel’s (a.k.a.
Dr. Seuss’) holiday classic. Admis-
sion is $23 per child and $28 per
adult, and includes lunch, a photo-
graph with the Grinch, and a holiday
tour of the museum.

Finally, the jolly old man himself
will be on hand for breakfast with
Santa on Sunday, December 21 from
9 to 11 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Admission includes a hot, all-you-
can-eat breakfast (served buffet-
style), a photograph with Santa in his
celebrated sleigh, and a holiday tour
of Liberty Hall. The price is $23 for
children and $28 for adults.

Reservations are required for all
holiday events, which fill up quickly;
please call (908) 527-0400 or email
libertyhall@kean.edu to reserve. Lib-
erty Hall will accept unwrapped gifts
for children ages one to 17 on behalf
of Toys for Tots through Monday,
December 15. Donations can be
dropped off at Liberty’s Hall Wel-
come and Visitor Center (also known
as the “Blue House”). All patrons
donating to the toy drive will receive
a 10 percent discount at the Museum
Store.

MADISON – Sisters Claudia
Millwater and Marissa Millwater
of Westfield will join renowned pro-
fessional guest artists when they
perform the soloist roles of Arch
Angel and Fritz, respectively, in this
year’s full-length production of New
Jersey Dance Theatre Ensemble’s
(NJDTE) beloved holiday classic
“The Nutcracker.”

Celebrated dancers Morgan
McEwen, Scott Weber, Rosemary
Sabovick-Bleich, Joseph Fritz, Bra-
dley Shelver, Mario Espinoza and
Shanna Irwin, from prestigious com-
panies such as Metropolitan Opera
Ballet, Complexions Contemporary
Ballet, New Jersey Ballet and Bal-
let Hispanico, join the Ensemble
for three performances at the
Wilkins Theatre at Kean Univer-
sity, 1000 Morris Avenue, Union on
Saturday, December 13 at 2 p.m.
and 7 p.m., and Sunday, December
14 at 2 p.m.

Marissa, a freshman at Westfield
High School, and Claudia, a seventh

grade student at Edison Intermedi-
ate School, are the daughters of Laura
and Richie Millwater of Westfield.
Marissa, who has previously starred
as Clara, will also perform the roles
of Snowflake, Marzipan and Rose
Waltz this year. Claudia will also
appear as a Chinese Boy, and has
previously performed the roles of
Soldier and Bon Bon. Marissa has
been dancing with NJDTE since
2010, and Claudia joined in 2011.

NJDTE celebrates its 45th anni-
versary season with this year’s pro-
duction of “The Nutcracker,” set to
the timeless music of Peter
Tchaikovsky. Choreographed by
Nancy Turano, now in her 20th sea-
son as NJDTE Artistic Director, the
ballet features 65 dancers ages seven
through 18 from across New Jersey.

Tickets are $30 for adults and
$20 for students, seniors and chil-
dren.  For more information or to
purchase tickets contact the Wilkins
Theatre box office at (908) 737-
7469 or visit www.keanstage.com.

RAHWAY – Master storyteller
Jonathan Kruk rings in the holidays
with a one-man performance of “A
Christmas Carol” on Sunday, Novem-
ber 30 at 2 p.m. at UCPAC's Hamilton
Stage, 360 Hamilton Street, in
Rahway.

Using over 30 character voices,
Mr. Kruk delivers a dramatic retell-
ing of Charles Dickens’ timeless tale
of Ebenezer Scrooge and the ghosts
of Christmas Past, Present and Fu-
ture.

Musical accompanist Jim Keyes
supplements the onstage action with
a 19th-century parson’s organ, harp,
violin and chains.

Tickets are $18 and available online
at www.ucpac.org, by calling (732)

499-8226 or in person at Union
County Performing Arts Center box
office, 1601 Irving Street, Rahway.

Featured on CBS Sunday Morning
and in the New York Times, Mr. Kruk
has been inspiring active listening
and vivid imagining at schools, li-
braries, parks and concert halls across
the U.S. for a quarter century. From
Shakespeare and Sir Gawain to Rip
Van Winkle and the Headless Horse-
man, Jonathan assumes dozens of
character guises that bring literary
classics to vibrant life.

For more information about the
2014-15 performance season at
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter and Hamilton Stage, visit
www.ucpac.org.

UNION – The Model Railroad
Club, affiliated with the Union County
Department of Parks announced
shows will take place on November
28, 29 and 30 and December 5, 6, 7,
12, 13 and 14 at the Club building,
located at 295 Jefferson Avenue, off
Route 22 East in Union (behind Home
Depot).

Show times are Friday, November
28, noon to 10 p.m.; Friday, Decem-
ber 5 and Friday, December 12, 7
p.m. to 10 p.m.; Saturdays 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. and Sundays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The show features the club’s large,
world-famous HO scale layout. A 30
by 27 foot double-decked N scale
layout is also featured. Visitors will
also be able to view trains operating
over a portion of the 60 by 80 foot
addition to the HO scale layout. The
club’s indoor G gauge layout will
also be operating.

The Model Railroad Club was
founded in 1949 as the Summit-New

Providence HO Model Railroad
Club, in the basement of the late Paul
Mallery, a pioneer of the hobby of
model railroading. The club occu-
pies a building in Lenape Park de-
signed, built and maintained by the
members, under a unique arrange-
ment with the Union County Park
System.

Free parking is available on site
and the building is wheelchair ac-
cessible. For more information,
please contact the Club at (908) 964-
9724 on Saturdays between 1 p.m.
and 5 p.m., or (908) 964-8808 for a
recorded message, or by visiting the
club’s website at www.tmrci.org.

Advance ticket prices are $7 for
adults, $4 for children ages three
through 15, and $5 for seniors age 60
and over. Prices will be higher at the
door on the days of the show. Chil-
dren age two and under will be admit-
ted free of charge. Group rates are
available to groups of 10 or more.

Polish Foundation to
Host Cabaret Saturday

CLARK – The Polish Cultural
Foundation (PCF) at 177 Broadway,
Clark, is hosting its first Cabaret Style
Concert in the intimate setting of their
Banquet Hall, featuring guitarist/com-
poser, Zbigniew London, on Satur-
day, November 29, from 7 to 9 p.m.

Mr. London is combining the best
collection of his original works along
with some of music’s beloved favor-
ites. The instrumental selections will
encompass styles of Soft Jazz, Jazz,
Blues and Latin, which are upbeat
and guaranteed to energize and re-
fresh one’s spirit. Light refreshments
will be served and a cash bar will be
available.

For more information, contact the
PCF office at (732) 382-7197 or by
email at pcf@pcfnj.org, or online at
www.pcfnj.org.

Masterwork Chorus to
Perform Handel's Messiah

NEW YORK, NY – On Thursday,
December 18 at 7:30 p.m., The Mas-
terwork Chorus returns to the
Perelman Stage in Stern Auditorium
at Carnegie Hall to perform their sig-
nature work, Handel’s Messiah, an
event that has occurred annually since
1961. Messiah is more than a singing
“gig” for this 95-voice, fully audi-
tioned chorus. Led by Music Director
Andrew Megill and his commitment
to excellence, the chorus also con-
veys the joy that comes from per-
forming Handel’s classic in a legend-
ary hall for an audience that consis-
tently rewards them with standing
ovations.

Maestro Megill, acclaimed for his

interpretation of the baroque style,
shares the stage with a professional
baroque orchestra and four soloists
with luminous voices perfectly suited
to the work. Soprano Rebecca
Mariman, contralto Emily Marvosh,
tenor Eric Rieger, and baritone David
Newman all expressively portray the
roles that make Messiah come to life.
Ms. Mariman, Ms. Marvosh, and Mr.
Rieger make their Carnegie Hall solo
debut with this appearance.

Tickets range in price from $13.50
to $90; promo codes for discounted
tickets are available at
www.masterwork.org. Regularly
priced tickets are available through
Carnegie Hall at
www.carnegiehall.org or by calling
(212) 247-7800. The performance
takes place at Perelman Stage, Stern
Auditorium, Carnegie Hall, 881 Sev-
enth Ave. at 57th Street, New York,
NY.

Founded in 1955 and based in
Morristown, The Masterwork Cho-
rus has a performance history that
includes not only the traditional mas-
terworks, but also masterpieces span-
ning a variety of musical periods and
styles, all of which deserve to be
heard. This Carnegie Hall appear-
ance marks the group’s 253rd perfor-
mance of Messiah.

Laramie Project Brings
Good Out of Evil at WHS

WESTFIELD – “Good is coming
out of evil.” That is a line from “The
Laramie Project,” a documentary-
style play that was performed last
weekend with extraordinary skill and
grace by Westfield High School’s
(WHS) Theatre Department. The
show looks at the aftermath of the
1998 murder of Matthew Shepard, a
gay college student in Laramie, Wyo-
ming.

In the play, as in real life, those
words are spoken by Shepard’s fa-
ther, Dennis, at the courtroom sen-
tencing of one of his son’s accused
killers. The monologue by Dennis
Shepard, portrayed by senior Michael
Poyntz, was one of several scenes in
“The Laramie Project” that moved
the many in the audience at Westfield
High School to tears.

In fact, “Good is coming out of
evil,” aptly describes the impact of
seeing “The Laramie Project.” In the
hands of WHS’ talented team of ac-
tors and their director Daniel Devlin,
the show effectively conveyed the
brutality of Shepard’s murder, but
ultimately emphasized a hopeful mes-
sage about the power of tolerance and
compassion.

WHS’ Theatre Department has
earned a reputation for performing
challenging shows, and “The Laramie
Project” was no exception. Over the
course of the three-hour show, a cast
of 21 student actors portrayed a total
of more than 80 different characters,
each of them connected in some way
to Shepard.

The ensemble cast (in alphabetical
order) were: Colin Barry, Alex
Cestero, Daniel Coelho, Jackie
Daaleman, Lauren Echausse, Alex
Frisch, Isabella Gelfand, Frank
Guerriero, Madeline Hudelson,
Alexandra Jackman, Katherine Ko,
Olivia Kuzman, Madelyn Metzger,
Julian Mone, Emmanuelle Nadeau,
Tony Peer, Michael Poyntz,

Madeleine Rosenthal, Lisa Morgan
Simon, Connor Wynne and Jesse
Zimmermann.

“The Laramie Project” was a show-
case for the range and depth of WHS’
student performers. Each portrayed a
diverse set of characters, sometimes
changing roles within scenes. They
often had to shift from the clinical
language of police and medical pro-
fessionals to the more plainspoken
words of local Wyoming residents.
And they did so convincingly, aided
by well-timed shifts in lighting and
music, overhead projection screens,
and simple-but-effective costume
changes.

Each character’s dialogue advanced
the story, which focused on the cir-
cumstances of the murder, Shepard’s
funeral, and the ensuing trial and
media coverage. The play was cre-
ated by Moisés Kaufman and the
members of Tectonic Theater Project
through interviews with hundreds of
people. Much of the dialogue is tran-
scribed directly from those interviews.

After Friday night’s performance,
the cast of “The Laramie Project”
received a letter from Mr. Kaufman
himself, who said he was delighted
WHS was putting on the show, and
hoped their performance “will mark
the beginning of a life-long commit-
ment to justice, beauty and truth.”

Westfield High School’s Theatre
Department has won multiple
awards for its innovative choices
and high-caliber performances. Its
2013 fall drama, “Metamorphoses”
won the Outstanding Overall Pro-
duction of a High School Play award
at the 2013-2014 Montclair State
University Theatre Night Awards
earlier this year.

Information about the Matthew
Shepard Foundation, the advocacy
group founded by Mr. Shepard’s par-
ents, can be found at
www.matthewshepard.org.

Photo Courtesy of Howie Frisch
LARAMIE...Westfield High School's 2014 fall drama “The Laramie Project”
focused on events surrounding the 1998 murder of Matthew Shepard, including
the anti-gay protestors that picketed at his funeral.

YOUNG THESPIANS… The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison completed a
successful two-day, three-show run of its fall play, The Brothers Grimm
Spectaculathon, on Nov. 14-15. Leading players included seniors Julia Linger of
Cranford and Pierre Bouley of Edison and juniors Claude Djan of Scotch Plains
and Antonia Santangelo of Rahway. Patrons enjoyed the comedy, which was
directed by Becky Randazzo. Congratulations to the cast and crew.

LIBERTY HOLIDAYS...Liberty Hall Museum will usher in its popular holiday
season with the debut of its much-anticipated Christmas tour, Deck the Halls:
Fifty Years of Christmas Decorations beginning on Friday, November 28. For
more information on tours and events call (908) 527-0400.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


