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SIOBHAN McGOVERN, HART, MADSEN LED OFFENSE

Cougar Girls Battled Youth,
Challenging Soccer Schedule

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nobody expected things to be easy.
Truer words could not be spoken when
considering the task that faced the
Cranford High School girls soccer
team in 2014. Yet in the wake of their
season-ending 4-2 loss at West Mor-
ris in the quarterfinal round of the
NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 playoffs, Head Coach Jen
Michewicz had a chance to reflect on
her team’s performance this year and
there were plenty of things to be happy
about.

“At the start of the season we knew
this would be a rebuilding year,” she
said. “We graduated 10 seniors from
the program last year, with over half
of them being four-year varsity play-
ers. We were also in the toughest
league division in Union County. We
saw the top-4 teams in our county
eight times. Our goal was to take one
game at a time and hope to peak at the
correct time. Towards the end of the
season we started to peak and play the
best soccer we had played all season.”

The Cougars finished the year with
a 9-11-1 mark. They qualified for the
state playoffs despite playing the likes
of teams like Union three times and
Westfield and undefeated power
Scotch Plains-Fanwood twice. In fact,
one of the high points of the Cranford
season came right before the start of
the state tournament when they scored

a 2-1 upset win at Union. They quali-
fied for the State Tournament as the
Number 7 seed in the sectional
bracket. They defeated 10th seeded
South Plainfield, 5-0, in the opening
round before falling to second-seeded
West Morris.

“Union finished second in the
county,” said Michewicz. “The 2-1
win toward the end of the season
showed us that we are able to com-
pete with all of the top teams in the
county. Unfortunately the win came a

game late in the regular season match
ups not in the county tournament.”

Cranford had several strong per-
formers during the course of the sea-
son with midfielder Maddie Hart and
forward Siobhan McGovern drawing
praise from their coach. Hart and
McGovern, both juniors, earned spots
on the First Team All-Conference and
All-County squads.

“Maddie Hart is an extremely tal-
ented player in the midfield,” said

SCHETELICH 3 TD RUNS; CHRISTIANO TD RUN, TD REC.

Cranford Wobbles West Essex
In Sectional Grid Semis, 35-7

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If you are a fan of close, competi-
tive high school football then attend-
ing a Cranford Cougars game would
probably not have been your best
choice. The Cougars have mauled the
competition this entire season in build-
ing a perfect 11-0 record. Their latest
victim was West Essex, which fell 35-
7, in the semifinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 playoffs
held on November 21 in Cranford.

Standout junior quarterback Jack
Schetelich accounted for 336 yards
of total offense and four touchdowns
as the Cougars advanced to the cham-
pionship game where they will play
Parsippany Hills on December 7 at
Met Life Stadium in East Rutherford.
at 1 p.m.

“I’ve got no complaints about our
performance tonight,” said Cranford
Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier. “We
played a strong all-around game. I
thought we got off to a fast start and

controlled the game, which is always
what you want to do.”

This one was over quickly. The
Cougars raced out to a 21-0 lead by
the end of the first quarter. The Cou-
gars got on the board on their first
offensive series of the game with a
20-yard touchdown run from senior
Luke Christiano for a 7-0 lead.
Christiano scored again moments later
when he hauled in a Schetelich pass
and raced into the end zone on an 85-
yard scoring strike. Schetelich would
score on a two-yard run of his own
shortly before the end of the opening
quarter to give Cranford a 21-0 ad-
vantage even as fans were still set-
tling into their seats.

Schetelich was just getting started
on a performance that was nothing
short of sensational. In the second
quarter, he would score twice more
on a two-yard run and again on an 80-
yard burst through the middle that
gave Cranford a 35-0 lead before the
half and effectively ended any com-
petitive aspects of the game.

“I told him early in the year that he
has the keys to the car,” said
Rosenmeier. “He’s got to make it run.
Most QBs have to read the defense
when they throw the ball, but with the
style of offense we play, we ask him
to read the defense in the run game as
well. On his long touchdown run he
made a great read. That is what im-
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560 1st Street— Westfield 

This charming, move-in ready, Westfield Colonial offers a great location 

within close proximity to schools, town, and NYC transportation. A for-

mal living room features a fireplace with brick mantle open to the dining 

room with sliders to access the yard. Bright kitchen with great cabinet 

space. On the second floor you will find 3 bedrooms and the main hall 

bath. The basement offers a finished recreation room, laundry area, and 

a second full bath. Additional features include: 2 car detached garage, 

hardwood floors, and many upgrades throughout! Don't miss this oppor-

tunity to purchase your very own piece of Westfield! Priced at $479,000

BALIATICO SCORES GOAL, CORNWELL GETS ASSIST

Soccer Raiders Fall 2-1 in OT
To Montclair in Group Semis

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team saw its sea-
son end in heartbreaking fashion with
a 2-1 overtime loss to Montclair in
the NJSIAA Group 4 semifinals held
on November 19 at Brooks Field in
Somerville. Montclair’s Samantha
Masur got a rebound in front of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood goal and sent
the game-winning kick into the back
of the net 2:09 into the first overtime
period, sending the previously unde-
feated Raiders home for the year and
earning her team a berth against
Hunterdon Central in the champion-
ship round.

The dramatic end came suddenly
after Montclair had been denied sev-
eral times in front of the goal. When
Masur’s shot hit the back of the net
several Raider players dropped to their
knees in disbelief.

“It is a weird feeling,” said Raider
senior Paige Van Buskirk. “Being
undefeated, we haven’t experienced
a loss this year until now, so it is kind
of hard to process. We were all very
heartbroken when that goal went in
during the overtime and we knew it
was the last time we’d be playing
together. It was so sudden. We are a
close-knit group and we just kind of
hugged and consoled each other.”

For an all too brief moment in time,
it seemed like the 21-1-3 Raiders were
destined for a spot in the champion-
ship round. Senior Tori Baliatico’s
breakaway goal with just over 20 min-
utes to play in the game gave the
Raiders a 1-0 lead in what had been a

defensive slugfest with Montclair.
“Jodie Cornwell got the ball and

made the pass to me,” said Baliatico.
“I was ahead of the defense and saw
an opportunity to get off a good shot
against the goaltender. She moved up
and I kicked it as hard as I could.”

The goal set off an extended cel-
ebration by Raider players and fans
alike on a cold, blustery night. But
less than a minute later, the Montclair
Mounties had moved the ball down in
front of the Raiders’ net and answered
with a stunning goal by Masur to tie
the score.

“I told my teammates to keep fight-
ing after they scored that first goal,”
said Masur. “You never know what is
going to happen. Then just a few
seconds later we got a chance and tied
it right back again.”

The tying goal seemed to stun the
Raiders, while invigorating the once
beaten Mounties.

“When they got that goal so quickly
after we scored, it definitely gave
them momentum,” said Van Buskirk.
“I think it kind of shocked us. There
was a real sense of urgency for both
teams in those final ten minutes or so
after they tied the game.”

The rapid-fire exchange of goals
set up an intense final 20 minutes in
which each team took turns pressing
the opposition goaltender. But in the
end, neither team could get the game
winner, sending the two squads into
sudden death overtime.

“I think they outplayed us in the
first half,” said Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing. “I thought we did a
better job in the second half of com-

peting for the ball and possessing it.
That first goal they scored was indi-
rect. Sometimes it happens. Even so,
we had opportunities to win in the
second half.”

As the overtime began, the Raiders
quickly found themselves on the de-
fensive as Montclair gained posses-
sion and advanced the ball into the
their end of the field.

The Raiders turned away two good
scoring efforts but could not get the
ball out of their side of the field. Then
came Masur’s sudden and shocking
game winner, her second goal of the
game, on a shot that came through the
box and rebounded off a Raider de-
fender. Masur got her foot on the ball,
slamming it into the net before being
mobbed by her teammates.

“It feels amazing!” said Masur af-
terwards. “I was just telling someone
else that I feel silly because I cannot
describe how happy I am. There are
no words to describe that feeling!”

For their part, after the shock and
sadness of a stunning defeat that ended
an incredible run, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood players were left to wonder
about what might have been, while
acknowledging the accomplishments
of a special season.

“I thought there were a lot of times
in the second half where we had con-
trol of the game,” said Baliatico. “I’m
disappointed that we couldn’t score
another goal when we needed it. But
I’m also really proud of this team too.
We made history by winning our first
sectional since 2008.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 0 1
Montclair 0 1 1 2
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More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ANOTHER PRODUCTIVE EVENING...Cougar quarterback Jack Schetelich,
No. 10, ran for three touchdowns and passed for another against West Essex.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin (fall 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALWAYS IN THE MIDST OF THE ACTION...Junior Siobhan McGovern, No. 5, has been in the midst of the action all
season for the Lady Cougars. McGovern led the Cougars in scoring with 10 goals.

David B. Corbin (fall 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MIXING IT WITH A RAIDER...Cougar junior Lindsay Pace, No. 13, tries to
possess the ball before Raider Ali Bord, No. 23, gets to it in Scotch Plains.


