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A Holiday Tradition Since 1964

AMERICAN REPERTORY BALLET’S

Union County Performing Arts Center, Rahway 
McCarter Theatre, Princeton

Patriots Theater at the War Memorial, Trenton 
Algonquin ARTS Theatre, Manasquan 

State Theatre, New Brunswick

November 22-
December 21, 2014

www.arballet.org/Nutcracker

Jen Chapin Trio to Perform
At Union Co. Arts Center

HORNS OF PLENTY...The Solid Brass ensemble, a high-performance/high-
energy group of 10 dedicated instrumentalists, plus percussion, will top off the
Thanksgiving weekend with a fun concert on Sunday, November 30 at 7 p.m. at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.

St. Paul’s Concert to
Feature Solid Brass

WESTFIELD – The sweet, golden
sounds of tempered horns will be
heard on Sunday, November 30 at 7
p.m., when the Solid Brass (SB) en-
semble takes the concert stage at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.
This group of 10 professional instru-
mentalists, plus percussion, has been
wowing audiences throughout North
America since 1982. Their versatile
concert programs feature a wide range
of musical styles, everything from
medieval to opera to Gershwin, Big
Band, Sousa, the Beach Boys and
Christmas.

Comprised of four trumpets, four
trombones, one French horn and a
tuba, plus percussion, SB’s unique
instrumentation articulates, accord-
ing to one reviewer, “a broader sound
spectrum than most brass ensembles
on the road.” Added to this, the group
is praised for their “[i]nformative and
amusing verbal chatter [that] brings

the audience into the act and makes
for a most entertaining and sonically
stunning evening.”

Solid Brass players are recognized
as some the finest musicians in the tri-
state area.  The group has performed in
concert venues throughout North
America, including Lincoln Center’s
Alice Tully Hall in New York City and
the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los
Angeles. They have performed on nu-
merous Broadway shows, and with the
orchestras of the Metropolitan and
New York City Operas and the New
York City Ballet.  Their radio broad-
casts include live concerts on WQXR
in NYC and WQED in Pittsburgh, and
their half-hour Christmas special was
featured on PBS-TV’s “The State of
the Arts” on the East Coast.

SB has also developed and per-
formed musical programs for more
than 200,000 students and educators
in 300 schools nationwide, programs
designed to educate, illuminate, and
entertain. Their audience friendly,
eclectic approach sparks interest by
energizing their music with cultural
history and story-telling.

SB’s 7 p.m. concert at St. Paul’s on
November 30 is made possible by a
grant from the Westfield Foundation.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 E. Broad Street (near
Euclid Avenue) in Westfield. Area
parking is free. Concert tickets are
$20 for adults and may be purchased
at the door. Students are welcome at
no charge. Attendees are invited to a
reception following the event.

For more information, call Charles
Banks at (908) 451-5082 or email
cbnj123@verizon.net.

RAHWAY – The Jen Chapin Trio
will perform at The Loft at Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) in Rahway on Saturday,
December 6 at 8 p.m. Advance tickets
are $20 and can be purchased at
www.ucpac.org. The concert is part
of the on-going Split Level Concert
Series which highlights critically ac-
claimed singer-songwriters in a
uniquely intimate setting.

Jen Chapin's music is urban folk
soul - story songs that search for com-
munity and shared meaning, powered
by the funk and improvisation of New
York City. Critics have hailed her work
as "brilliant.. soulfully poetic" (NPR)
and "thoughtful . worth-savoring"
(People).  Ms. Chapin's music reflects
a diversity of experience. She is an
activist, with a life-long involvement
in WhyHunger (founded in 1975 by
her late father, Harry Chapin), an orga-
nization that champions innovative,

community-based solutions to hunger
and poverty.

Owen Danoff will open the De-
cember 6 show. He is a New York
City-based singer/songwriter whose
music blends the catchiness of pop,
the lyrical emphasis of folk, and the
energy of rock n' roll.  His influences
include John Mayer, Paul Simon, and
the Wallflowers, though the resulting
style is all his own.

Upcoming Split Level Concerts in-
clude Willie Nile on Saturday, Decem-
ber 13 at UCPAC's Hamilton Stage,
Lisa Bouchelle with special guest Luke
Elliot on Wednesday, December 31st at
UCPAC's Hamilton Stage and Susan
Werner on Friday, January 9th at
UCPAC's Hamilton Stage.

For a full listing of shows, visit the
Split Level Concerts website at
www.splitlevelconcerts.com and the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter website at www.ucpac.org.

Pushcart Players to Present
A Season of Miracles

Schwarz to Conduct Arco
Ensemble at Enlow Hall

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

I contemplated the critiquing task
that lay ahead with trepidation. Chris-
topher Nolan’s “Interstellar,” taking
us once more into the breach of apoca-
lyptic rumination and adventure,
boasted a daunting length of 169 min-
utes. That’s 2.81 human hours. I feared
I’d be an old man when I exited…the
world will have changed; no one
would know me, nor I them. But then
this is what I signed up for when I
took the hypocritical oath at Olde Ivy
Film Criticism College. Maybe I’d
bring hot dogs, Sterno, a sleeping bag
and a change of clothes.

What I should have brought was
my old pal Albert Einstein, though
that would be a bit difficult, or maybe
not, considering the space time con-
tinuum hypotheses postulated in Mr.
Nolan’s grand, ambitious, captivat-
ing and frighteningly smart film. Hey,
I don’t even know what quantum
mechanics is. But I’ll tell you this: If
Matthew McConaughey’s Captain
Cooper and his cohorts who travel
into space to find us Earthlings a
suitable place to live don’t discover
some secret about it, the human race
can kiss its molecular structure
goodbye.

Yep, shades of the last Dust Bowl,
the terra firma depicted in this by now
familiar near future can no longer
sustain life. So, it’s a real good time
for the sort of once-in-a-millennium
hero to step up and save us poor
suckers. Courtesy of NASA in exile,
Cooper, a farmer who was the space
agency’s golden boy until a mission
went kablooey, is drafted for the re-
ally big redemption.

Adding a touchy-feely component
to the estimably challenging science
fiction notions, this assignment
doesn’t sit well with the widower’s
10-year-old daughter, Murphy, nicely
exacted by Mackenzie Foy. To heck
with saving the world. Theirs is an
especially spiritual relationship, and
she wants Dad to stay home. This
plays out quite intriguingly and lends
dramatic balance to the intellectual
thriller.

Director Nolan (“Memento,”
“Batman Begins”), who co-wrote “In-
terstellar” with his brother, Jonathan,
has never taken the path of least resis-
tance to success in Hollywood, but
instead plies those routes aimed at
exercising if not entirely confound-
ing our gray matter. What’s more, he
has the uncanny ability of finagling us
into thinking we sort of understand
the mind-boggling complexities in
which he delves.

I mean, c’mon: In this delirious
traipse, he has us there right along
with Cooper and his colleague/physi-
cist Dr. Amelia Brand, played by Anne
Hathaway, mulling the advantages and
risks of slipping through this or that
wormhole in order to scoot through
the black hole that might lead to the
new New World. But, just in case you
couldn’t care less about any of that
E=MC2 stuff, fasten your seatbelts
anyway. Mr. McConaughey the ac-
tion figure sure can pilot a spaceship.
Oh, but beware. There’s treachery
afoot.

Only problem is, it’s often hard to
understand what Coop is saying. The
esoteric theorization and space flight
jargon would be perplexing enough,
but McConaughey ups the difficulty
exponentially thanks to a Texas twang
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Interstellar”
Relatively Far Out

3 & ½ popcorns

CLASSICAL COSTUMES…Latin students Max Needle of Scotch Plains, Salman
Mansuri of Edison, Astitva Soni of Edison, Lauren Yates of Piscataway, Charlotte
Sweeney of Cranford and Ciara Varley of Woodbridge, juniors from The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, traveled to Montclair State University on
Halloween for Classics Day. They attended lectures on the Ancient Greek Chorus,
Roman Ghosts and Ghouls before competing against 14 New Jersey schools in a
Latin contest.

delivered with his signature mumble.
I don’t know if the affliction is catch-
ing or not, but Miss Hathaway often
complements the verbal haze with a
too soft-spoken charm. So O.K., I say
to myself, you inevitably get the gist
when you watch silent films, and you
can do that here. Still, how did this
irritation get past the studio?

But no sense dwelling on it. There’s
a civilization to be saved, the grand
plan clandestinely engineered by Dr.
Brand’s father, also Dr. Brand, por-
trayed by Michael Caine with his
usual aplomb. It’s a longshot. But as
Flash Gordon once said in an episode
when the Earth’s fate hung on his
heroism, it’s worth a try. So off we go
into the wild black yonder, untethered,
uncertain, and as much dependent on
mathematics and far-flung faith as on
gut determination.

In a cozy scene aboard the hurtling
spacecraft, Cooper puts it in perspec-
tive whilst discussing the journey with
Amelia and crew members Romilly
(David Gyasi) and Doyle (Wes
Bentley). We dig the pageantry and
grok the all-encompassing raison
d’être when he proclaims, “We’re
explorers.” Taking this all in is TARS,
a refrigerator-sized computer/robot
voiced by Bill Irwin. He supplies the
tale with a philosophical idea of how
far we’ve progressed since his pro-
genitor, HAL, flaunted the whims and
wiles of artificial intelligence in
“2001: A Space Odyssey”(1968).

Now, insofar as my aforementioned
fears regarding the length of this
movie, kindly note it’s indeed all rela-
tive. Absorbed in Cooper’s anxiety
that hours spent in different gravities
will spell lost decades back on Earth
(if he should ever return), we are
ironically transfixed in time and, even
when nature calls, reluctant to leave
the controls. Hence, although you’ll
be 2.8166 hours older when exiting
“Interstellar,” it’s little price to pay
for the out of this world experience.

***
 “Interstellar,” rated PG-13, is a

Paramount Pictures release directed
by Christopher Nolan and stars Mat-
thew McConaughey, Anne Hathaway
and Michael Caine. Running time:
169 minutes

UNION – Arco Ensemble will per-
form under the baton of native New
Jerseyan Gerard Schwarz, on No-
vember 23 at 3:00 p.m. The perfor-
mance will be the first of this season’s
“Concert and Café” series at Gene
and Shelley Enlow Recital Hall on
the East Campus of Kean University

Gerard Schwarz serves as Music
Director of the famed All-Star Or-
chestra (currently seen on PBS) and
the Eastern Music Festival. Schwarz
recently completed his 26th and final
season as Seattle Symphony Music
Director and now serves as its Con-
ductor Laureate. His previous posi-
tions as Music Director include New
York’s Mostly Mozart Festival, the
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, the
Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra and
the New York Chamber Symphony.

The New Jersey-based virtuoso
string orchestra Arco Ensemble, in
cooperation with Enlow Hall, is pre-

senting its second season of “Con-
certs and Café”, hour-long classical
music performances followed by light
refreshment and informal discussion
with the performers.  The November
23rd event will feature masterpieces
of the string orchestra repertory, in-
cluding Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for
Strings, Grieg’s Holberg Suite, and
Schwarz’s own arrangement for string
orchestra of the Sextet from Strauss’s
opera Capriccio.

Situated on Kean University’s East
Campus (215 North Avenue in Hill-
side, NJ), Enlow Hall is renowned for
its superb acoustics and elegant de-
sign.  With just 300 spectacular seats,
Enlow Hall has been praised by noted
performers and patrons for its inti-
mate ambiance and close proximity
between musicians and audience
members. Free onsite parking is avail-
able at every concert.

Tickets to Arco Ensemble conducted
by Gerard Schwarz are $25 and in-
clude access to the post performance
café with complimentary coffee, tea,
Prosecco and light refreshments.

Tickets can be purchased by call-
ing Kean Stage Box Office at
908.737.SHOW (7469), online at
http://EnlowHall.kean.edu or in per-
son at Kean University’s Wilkins
Theater Box Office (1000 Morris
Avenue in Union, NJ).

For more information about Arco
Ensemble season at Enlow Hall,
please visit http://arcoensemble.org/

For complete Enlow Hall 2013-14
Season information, please visit
enlowhall.kean.edu.

Humorist Ted Slate to
Appear at Book Store
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store is hosting a meet and greet for
humorist Ted Slate, author of “My
Life and Other Aggravations” on Sat-
urday, November 22 from 2 to 4 p.m.
Mr. Slate’s book is a collection of
essays dealing with the frustrations of
his life: the computer age, his health,
the medical profession, the treatment
of seniors and the inability to deal
with mechanical problems by some-
one with absolutely no mechanical
ability. Whatever the subject, you’ll
find his collection of 65 essays writ-
ten in an engaging, and often humor-
ous voice. On the less humorous side,
his heart-rending trip to Vietnam and
the endearing description of a tour to
the Southwest with two of his grand-
children are stories you’ll not soon
forget.

After 31 years with The New York
Times and Newsweek, Mr. Slate left
to embark on a new career as a Tour
Director; 15 years later, he began
writing a humor column for The War-
ren Reporter, the county newspaper
of Warren County. After five years,
he retired once again, this time to
write “My Life and Other Aggrava-
tions” his first book.

If you are unable to attend this
event, call The Town Book Store at
(908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy of “My Life and
Other Aggravations”.

WHS Marching Band Takes
6th Place at Yamaha Cup
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creative framing
Art • Framing • Gifts • Home Accents • Unique Jewelry

Conservation Framing • Sports Memorabilia & Jerseys
Shadow Boxes • Graduation Diplomas • Mirrors

Corporate & Home Consultations

Holiday Jazz Night
Friday, Dec. 5th, 7pm - 9pm

6th Annual Boutique Show
Saturday, Dec. 6 & Sunday, Dec. 7th

10am - 5pm

Visit our website to view merchandise &

upcoming events: www.simplyartandframes.com

908-272-3030

Mon 12-4; Tues, Wed & Fri 10-6; Thurs 10-7; Sat 10-5

11 North Union Avenue, Cranford

MILLBURN – Pushcart Players,
New Jersey’s Emmy nominated and
award-winning touring theatre for young
audiences presents “A Season of
Miracles” at the Paper Mill Playhouse
in Millburn on Wednesday, December
3 at 10 am. This magically musical
production warms the hearts of family
audiences as they reflect on the true
meaning and spirit of the holidays.

“A Season of Miracles” is a multi-
cultural collection of tales that cel-
ebrate Christmas, Kwanzaa and
Chanukah. Stories within this delight-
ful musical include O. Henry’s ‘The
Gift of the Magi;’ an original scene in
Nigeria entitled ‘The Kwanzaa Kite;’
a story based on the folklore of Chelm
called ‘The Chanukah Miracle’ and
E.T.A. Hoffmann’s ‘The Nutcracker.’

Pushcart Players artistic director
Paul Whelihan is directing the pro-
duction, based on original staging
and choreography by Ms. Fost and
Susie Paplow. “A Season of Miracles”
cast features Melanie Beck, Melissa
Cox, JD Lynch and Anthony M.

Stokes.
Pushcart Players has traveled over

2 million miles nationally and abroad
since 1974 to serve more than 8 mil-
lion children and their families with
meaningful theatre. From the White
House to the little red schoolhouse,
this dynamic company has been nomi-
nated for an Emmy, and has received
numerous state and private awards
for excellence and innovation. A cast
of professional Equity actors and stage
managers come with complete scen-
ery, lighting and sound systems, mak-
ing every performance adaptable to
any location.

Paper Mill Playhouse is located at
22 Brookside Drive in Millburn. Tick-
ets for “A Season of Miracles” can be
ordered by calling (973) 315-1680 or
by visiting www.papermill.org. Group
sale and other discounts apply.

For further information on this or
any of Pushcart’s programs and ser-
vices, contact Pushcart Players at
(973) 857-1115 or visit the website at
www.pushcartplayers.org.

EAST RUTHERFORD – The
Westfield High School (WHS) March-
ing Band walked out onto New Jersey’s
biggest stage to take part in a major
competition earlier this month.

The Yamaha Cup at the MetLife
Stadium, home of the Giants and the
Jets, played host to 66 bands in less
than hospitable weather conditions.

Undeterred by the rain, the March-
ing Blue Devils rose to the occasion to
achieve their best score of the season.

Band Director Christopher Vitale
said, “This was a true culmination of
the band’s competitive season. Their
level of professionalism and compo-
sure throughout uncomfortable
weather combined with performing
inside of an NFL stadium were key to
what was a truly memorable perfor-
mance.”

The band took 6th place with the top
six bands separated by just a couple of
points.

“Placing 6th was a great accom-
plishment,” said Mr Vitale. “Our group
is the largest group in the circuit (groups
are based on band size) and we were
very pleased with finishing in the up-
per half amongst our competitors.”

“We talk all season with the students
about the role that competition plays
within our activity. Yes, we compete
and do our best to place well at compe-
titions but, in the end, the most impor-
tant opinion that matters is theirs. In
the end, the students felt great about
their performance at MetLife. It was
by far their best performance of the
season and that was justification for all
of us that the 2014 season was truly a
success,” Mr. Vitale said.

The band will be playing next at the
WHS Pep Rally and Homecoming
Bonfire and then performing their half-
time show for the final time this season
at the varsity football team’s Thanks-
giving Day game at Plainfield.

Essex Water Color
Club to Meet

LIVINGSTON – The Essex Water
Color Club, now in the 83rd year of
continuous activity in the watercolor
painting community, will host their
monthly meeting with a demonstra-
tion by New Jersey artist, Lisa Bud.

The meeting will be held on Sun-
day, December 14 from 2 to 4 p.m. at
the Livingston Senior Community
Center, 204 Hillside Avenue,
Livingston. The demonstration is open
to the public and is free to members
and $5 for non-members and guests.
Refreshments will be served.

For further information contact
John Wolff at (973) 994-1597 or visit
www.ewcclub.com.


