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This house is truly one of a kind!  Built in 2004 this impeccably maintained 5 Bedroom, 5 1/2 Bath
Center Hall Colonial is situated on .65 of an acre on a quiet cul-de-sac.  The first floor boasts 9 foot
ceilings, an expansive Eat in Kitchen & a Family Room with gas fireplace & Bose surround sound.
There are Laundry Rooms located on both the first & second floors. The basement is an athlete’s
dream! It’s an amazing sports center that contains an Exercise Room, an "Endless Pool" and a Wrestling
Mat. You have to see it to believe it! Call to schedule your appointment today.

Listing Price: $1,195,000

1857 North Gate Road, Scotch Plains

WAHTUSE SCORES, LONGO-TO-J. ROD-TO PETERSON

Raiders Stop Minutemen, 2-0
For Boys Soccer Section Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Jassiem Wahtuse sent a clear
message very early in the game then
a 1-2-3 punch that resulted in a goal
by sophomore Ryan Peterson
awarded the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
championship after shutting out Eliza-
beth, 2-0, in Scotch Plains on No-
vember 13. Although the Raiders have
won numerous sectional titles, it was
the first one at the Group 4 level.

The Raiders took nine shots on goal,
seven in the second half, and Minute-
man goalkeeper Diego Pellejero made
six saves. The Minuteman took only
two shots on goal and Raider keeper
Tyler O’Brien made both saves. The
Raiders took four corner kicks and the
Minutemen took two.

The Raiders’ soccer version of
“small ball” had the Minutemen run-
ning around in circles throughout the
game. As a Minuteman approached a
Raider, he would simply give a light
tap to a teammate, who would con-

tinue the elusive process until an open-
ing was found.

“That’s the way the game’s sup-
posed to be played. Most high school
teams do a lot of kick-and-chase.
We’ve preached this, and preached
this and preached this and we are one
of the best teams in the state in terms
of keeping possession. They call it in
Spain ‘Tiki Taca’. The Spanish na-
tional team goes touch, touch, touch,
touch. We are not quite there, but I
think we do a pretty good job of it on
the high school level,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky said.

“A lot of the teams that we play are
looking to kick the ball over the top
and we try to take advantage of that
by trying to play through them in-
stead of over them. That’s what we do
by playing small ball,” Co-captain
Dan Babis said.

Jassiem Wahtuse’s goal with 36:48
on the clock in the first half set the pace.

“I gave the ball to him. It was right
down the middle. He has really good
control of the ball. It was a really
enjoyable goal,” Co-captain Justin

Rodriques said.
After a constant shelling through-

out the second half, Rodriques slid a
ball into co-captain Jake Longo, who
slid the ball back to Rodriques on the
left. Rodrigues then spotted Peterson
in the center and slid the ball to him.
Peterson banged the ball into the net
with 16:01 on the clock.

“Justin had popped it out to me and
the only thought that was going
through my mind was to hold the ball
up. Justin was making a run toward
the corner. I played him in and he
served a perfect ball to Peterson,”
Longo said.

“I passed to him [Longo] and I told
him to hold it. I just saw Peterson
wide open, I gave it to him and he
finished it,” Rodriques said. “It was
the best feeling again. Having an
assist in the final is the best experi-
ence. I will never forget.”

“I had a gut feeling. That’s why I
got him up and I put him in. He’s only
a sophomore, but he knows how to
score goals,” Coach Breznitsky said.

SCHETELICH 3TDs, CHRISTIANO 86-YD KO TD RETURN

Cougars Rap Canucks, 46-6,
In Grid Sectional First Round

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One week after drudging North
Plainfield, 52-20, in the final regular-
season game, the top-seeded Cranford
High School football team did it again
with a 46-6 thrashing of the Canucks
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 tournament at
Memorial Field in Cranford on No-
vember 14.

Unlike in their previous meeting
when the Canucks got a quick jump
on the Cougars by scoring on their
first drive with 13 running plays then
adding another quick touchdown
(TD) to take a 14-3 lead, the Cougar
defense permitted only one TD in the
playoff game when the Canucks cov-
ered 69 yards on 15 plays, including
six pass attempts with 12.8 seconds
remaining in the first half. The Cou-
gars’ team attitude coming into the
game was more than ready.

“It’s not to like underestimate them,
because we played them last week
and had a big win. So we didn’t want
to treat them lighter than they were.

We had to take it very serious, not like
any other game, and keep focused,”
Cougar linebacker Niko Cappello
said.

“I think that it is more weird than
anything else. You make adjustments,
they make adjustments and they did a
good job against us in the first half,”
Cougar Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier
said. “They did a good job moving
the football. They did a good job
keeping the ball away from us. We
made adjustments in the second half
and took the game away.”

“I was happy about that. That wasn’t
fun them getting a run on us in the
first drive last game, but we did a
good job stopping them,” Cappello
said.

Cappello made five solo tackles,
including a pair of shattering sacks
on quarterback Nick Cherasaro, and
assisted on five more.

“It was kind of hard, because the
quarterback likes to cut back into us.
I was trying to make sure he didn’t cut
back on me,” Cappello said.

Ahmad Davis added four solo tack-

les and an assist, while defensive back
Kevin Trotter made four solos and
two assists. Defensive back Sean
Leonard made three solos and two
assisted. Linebacker Ethan Tom made
two throws for a loss and four assists.
Defensive back Eric Donahue had
two solos with a throw for a loss and
an assist. Luke Christiano had two
solos and three assists.

The 10-0 Cougars sent the mes-
sage on the opening kickoff when
Christiano got the ball on the 14 and
returned it 86 yards for the TD with
just 18 seconds off the clock.

“We have a number of set plays that
we run on the kickoff and that was
one of them. Adjusting the blocking
was something we worked on hard
this week. We did a good job block-
ing up front, and Luke is good when
he has the football in his hands,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

On the second play of the second
quarter, junior quarterback Jack
Schetelich scored the first of his three
TDs with a 16-yard sprint. A two-
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Jim O’Connor njsportpics.com for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHOOPS!...Raider co-captain Zach Lipshitz, No. 4, watches as Elizabeth MinutemanEduardo Fuentes, No. 10, loses his
balance while attempting to kick the ball in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 championship game on November 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TACKLING A CANUCK...Cougar defensive back Donavin Walker, No. 36, brings down Canuck running back Naim
Hanks, No. 4, as teammates Eric Donahue, No. 44, Niko Cappello, No. 32 and Sean Leonard, No. 23, close in.
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