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Raiders Nip Blue Devils in OT
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P.S. A real estate professional can provide clients with accu-
rate and up-to-date pricing information in order to set realistic 
purchase and sale limits.

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Oil To Gas Conversions
Steam and Hot Water Boilers

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

McKeon Proves You
Can Come Home Again

Liz McKeon, one of the best basket-
ball players and all-around athletes in
WHS history, is the new girls basketball
coach. She was the second 1,000-point
scorer in school girls basketball history,
also lettering in field hockey and soft-
ball. She also earned three letters in
basketball at Lafayette.

McKeon (’99) took her BA in English
from Lafayette and a Masters in Broad-
cast Journalism from Boston University
and had turned that into a career in sports
marketing that saw her work for two of
the giants in sports – ESPN and the NFL.
But it turns out that her dream job wasn’t
in the business end of sports.

“Coaching crossed my mind as a
player but I never thought I would change
my career to become a coach,” said
McKeon, who has indeed changed her
career to a part-time Paraprofessional at
Chatham Middle School, while pursu-
ing a teaching certificate, and working
at Pure Barre, too.

But then her brother James (’02) –
himself a three-sport standout at WHS –
got a job as WHS’s jayvee boys basket-
ball coach in 2011-12. That’s when Liz
started getting the itch to switch ca-
reers.

“Attending his games made me real-
ize how much I missed basketball,” she
said. “Once you’re a player it’s hard to

New girls basketball coach Liz McKeon (right) poses with (from left) all-time
scoring leader Erin Miller, and current 1,000-point scorers Lil Scott and Jackie
Knapp.

sit in the stands and watch as a spectator.
I wanted to be part of the game again.”

McKeon’s hiring should quiet the
vocal minority that (still shockingly)
managed to convince the Board of Edu-
cation to not rehire longtime coach Joe
Marino. Hopefully McKeon, who spent
last year as a volunteer assistant under
Marino, can get the girls to concentrate
on the job that lies ahead, because all
signs point to an historic season.

“I’m ready!” she said. “I can’t wait to
get things started. Last year was a won-
derful experience. Coaching with Joe
was a great start to my coaching career
and I’m thankful for everything I
learned. I look forward to learning even
more as the season goes on. We have a
great group of girls. I’m excited to see
what we can do.”

Thousand-point scorers Lil Scott and
Jackie Knapp will be joined by veterans
Olivia Luzzi, Hannah Liddy, Rachel
Mattesich, Jamie Miller, Anne-Sophie
Koglin, Amalia Montes, Shannon Devitt,
Danielle Rinaldi, Liz Brucia and Abby
Demers. And the program produced
unbeaten jayvees, freshman and eighth-
grade teams, so there’s plenty more
upcoming talent.

Having a pair of 1,000-point scorers
on one team could affect the dynamics
of the “team first” concept in basket-

ball, but that will not happen here. Scott
and Knapp both have outstanding court
awareness. They currently rank Nos. 3
and 4 all-time at WHS in assists, so if
somebody is open, they’ll get the ball.
Knapp and Scott also rank Nos. 2 and 4
all-time in steals. So in addition to scor-
ing and passing, they create non-stop
chaos on defense.

The depth of quality talent is at a level
unknown to the WHS girls basketball
program. If they can stay healthy and
injury-free (see next section), good
things could follow.

STATE TITLES AREN’T EASY
Westfield High has won 120 state

team championships, more than any
New Jersey school not named
Haddonfield or Moorestown. And the
Blue Devils have won 281 individual
and relay state championships, way more
than any school in state history. Playing
on big stages is almost a rite of passage
for WHS athletes.

Nine WHS teams entered the
postseason with a state championship
on their to-do list. But first girls tennis
and field hockey were eliminated, fol-
lowed by the boys soccer and girls cross-
country teams. Last week girls soccer
and volleyball were ousted; last Thurs-
day it was gymnastics, and Saturday
boys cross-country. Football is the last
sport standing.

It’s just not that easy to be a state
champion. Nor should it be. Sandy
Mamary has seen 14 teams achieve the
ultimate during her five years as WHS’s
director of athletics.

“It’s just very, very hard to win a state
championship,” she said. “So much has
to go right. It really makes you appreci-
ate them when they happen.”

WHS and Mamary experienced a wild
72-hour period last week. The boys
cross-country team surprised her Satur-
day morning by winning another sec-
tional title, its 24th overall. Hours later
the gymnastics team won its second
straight sectional crown. The thrill of
victory. Then the football team dropped
a gut-wrenching 7-6 regular-season
game to Hunterdon Central. The girls
soccer team dropped a 1-0 overtime

decision at Scotch Plains on Tuesday in
the sectional semis. Hours later the vol-
leyball team dropped a closer-than-it-
sounds 28-26, 25-23 decision at
Hunterdon Central in the Group 4
quarterfinals. The agony of defeat.

When you get to this point in a sea-
son, there are many outside things that
can affect the end result. Who is healthy?
Who is sick? Who is injured? Who just
broke up with their boyfriend/girlfriend?
Who got a bad grade on a test or a big
paper? Who got a letter that day telling
them they didn’t get in to their first-
choice college? There’s so much that
can factor into it besides talent and
coaching. The bottom line: win and
advance, or lose and go home.

State titles are precious, memorable,
historic, and rarely easy. Last week was
deep into a half-dozen state tourna-
ments and WHS was heavily involved
in most of them.

“We may not win, but we’re usually
right there,” Mamary said. “We’re in the
conversation.”

FOOTBALL UPDATE
It’s over to Tiger Stadium tomorrow

night for the North 2 Group 5 semifinals
against Linden, which downed WHS
15-14 in overtime back in Week 3. Be-
fore that OT loss, WHS had won five
straight meetings with the Tigers; the
Blue Devils hold a 24-19-1 lead in a
series that started in 1922.

Westfield earned the rematch with a
24-14 win last Saturday against
Bridgewater-Raritan. Junior Jack Curry
ran for 151 yards, making him the 11th
Blue Devil to reach 1,000 yards in a
season – he now has 1,137.

COLLEGE UPDATE
A couple years back Pat Gray (’10)

set WHS records – since broken – for
receptions (32) and yards receiving (610)
in a single season. He was recruited as
a wide receiver at Massachusetts by
head coach, and WHS graduate, Kevin
Morris (’82). When Morris wasn’t re-
hired, Gray ended up at Monmouth,
where he was a starting safety for three
years before an injury sidelined him this
year. As fate would have it, Morris was
hired by Monmouth as its offensive
coordinator, and Gray, who is taking a
redshirt year this fall, will come back in
2015 for the Hawks … this time as a
wide receiver.

THIS AND THAT
The combined record of WHS’s var-

sity teams this fall is 86-50-3, a winning
percentage of 63.2. There have been
two Union County championships, two
sectional titles (and possibly football),
and two Group 4 titles. At most schools
those numbers would be historic.

But this fall, for the first season since
joining the Watchung Conference in the
fall of 1960 (160 total seasons), the
Blue Devils had a losing record in head-
to-head matchups with Scotch Plains.

Since Scotch Plains opened its doors
(at Park Avenue School) in 1926, the
Blue Devils won nearly three out of four
(72.0 percent) of the 1,283 head-to-
heads (895 wins, 348 losses, 40 ties into
this school year). But in 15 match-ups
this fall it was the Raiders winning 8,
losing 6, with 1 tie.

Six of those SP-F wins were in soccer
(three each by the boys and girls), all by
a single goal and half in overtime, and
the two tennis victories were by a 3-2
margin. But this isn’t horseshoes.

HALL OF FAME DINNER
Last call for tickets for Monday’s

11th Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
dinner, 6 p.m., at the Westwood. Tick-
ets, which will be available at the door,
can be purchased in advance by con-
tacting Sandy Mamary at the high
school’s athletic office, or by calling
Bill Jordan at (732 535-8047) or (908)
232-6463.

In addition to the 11th class of induct-
ees, Monday will mark the 20th anni-
versary of the first WAHOF induction
dinner. Those being honored this year
are: Jimmy Byrd, Sam Arbes, Jack
Reydel, Don Feeley, Steve McCoy,
Eddie Morton, Paul Healy, Andrew Cary,
Lynne Cassidy, Erin Allebaugh, Stephen
Cheek, Megan Sheehy, Pete Giordano,
Maggie McFadden, the 1987-89 girls
swim teams, and the 1995 baseball team.

Westfield/Plainfield Rivalry
 Westfield 57, Plainfield 45, Tie 7

1900 –– Westfield 26-0
1901 –– Westfield NA
1903 — Plainfield 15-0
1905 — Plainfield 24-0
1907 — Tie 6-6

Westfield 11-0
1908 — Plainfield 12-6

Plainfield 5-0
1909 — Plainfield 35-6
1910 –– Westfield 6-0
1911 — Plainfield 37-6
1912 –– Westfield 19-7
1913 — Westfield 20-6

Westfield 26-7
1914 — Plainfield 19-0
1915 — Plainfield 7-0

Westfield 6-0
1916 — Tie 0-0

Plainfield 7-3
1917 — Plainfield 39-0
1919 — Plainfield 6-0
1921 — Plainfield 28-0
1922 — Plainfield 19-0
1923 — Westfield 3-0
1924 — Plainfield 18-0
1925 — Plainfield 7-2
1926 — Plainfield 20-0
1931 — Westfield 21-0
1932 — Westfield 13-6
1933 — Tie 0-0
1934 — Westfield 7-6
1935 — Plainfield 7-0
1936 — Tie 0-0
1937 — Tie 0-0
1938 — Plainfield 13-0
1939 — Westfield 20-0
1940 — Westfield 13-0
1941 — Westfield 1-0
1944 — Westfield 12-6
1945 — Westfield 12-0
1946 — Plainfield 6-0
1947 — Westfield 32-12
1948 — Westfield 14-6
1949 — Plainfield 19-6
1950 — Plainfield 33-7
1951 — Plainfield 14-6
1952 — Plainfield 27-14
1953 — Plainfield 25-6
1954 — Plainfield 6-0
1955 — Plainfield 21-0
1956 — Plainfield 19-6
1957 — Plainfield 19-12
1958 — Plainfield 21-0
1959 — Plainfield 7-0
1960 — Westfield 13-7

1961 — Westfield 13-6
1962 — Plainfield 27-7
1963 — Westfield 14-12
1964 — Plainfield 13-7
1965 — Westfield 21-0
1966 — Plainfield 33-12
1967 — Plainfield 12-7
1968 — Westfield 25-21
1969 — Westfield 45-0
1970 — Westfield 49-6
1971 — Westfield 12-6
1972 — Westfield 27-6
1973 — Westfield 20-0
1974 — Westfield 31-14
1975 — Westfield 9-6
1976 — Westfield 34-0

Westfield 14-0
1977 — Westfield 38-0
1978 — Westfield 6-2
1979 — Westfield 3-2
1980 — Westfield 14-0
1981 — Westfield 28-6
1982 — Plainfield 21-3
1983 — Plainfield 14-6
1984 — Plainfield 14-0
1985 — Tie 0-0
1986 — Westfield 27-14
1987 — Westfield 35-6
1988 — Westfield 7-6
1989 — Westfield 14-7
1990 — Westfield 21-6
1991 — Westfield 28-0
1992 — Plainfield 14-9
1993 — Tie 0-0
1994 — Westfield 20-7
1995 — Westfield 28-20
1996 — Plainfield 38-7
1997     — Westfield 22-7
1998 –– Plainfield 21-7
1999 –– Plainfield 20-14
2000 — Westfield 42-25
2001 — Westfield 24-21
2002 –– Westfield 14-6
2003 –– Plainfield 9-7
2004     ––        Plainfield     40-0
2005 –– Plainfield 9-0
2006 –– Westfield 17-7
2007 –– Westfield 28-27
2008 –– Westfield 21-19
2009      ––       Westfield      26-6
2010      –– Westfield 35-6
2011      –– Plainfield 22-21
2012      –– Westfield 30-16
2013      –– Westfield 34-0

and made one more in overtime.
“I got the ball out wide, and I

brought it up to the defender and
crossed it in and the goalie came out
an caught it,” Baliatico said. “If I
passed it back more and had someone
in the middle, it would have been a
much easier opportunity instead of
me trying to take it myself, but I did
what I could.”

Baliatico did add more shots on
goal but her next most dangerous
shot was blocked by Blue Devil
sophomore defender Sonya Peregrim.
Blue Devils Lil Scott and Taylor
Morgan got off a couple of shots in
the half, but Raider keeper Andrea
Leitner (3 saves) stopped them. With
30 seconds remaining in regulation,
Raider Christina Rodgers ripped a
shot that Brucia knocked out of
bounds, setting up the final corner
kick.

Checchio took the first shot in over-
time then with 6:40 on the clock
Baliatico tapped the ball into the left
corner.

“Corina Checchio passed me the
ball and I had time to turn, because
they backed off of me. Someone
stepped and I just moved into the
space and kicked it. It deflected off
one of them and it strolled into the

corner,” Baliatico explained.
“She’s our leading scorer. She’s

fast. She’s tough. She plays hard. I’m
am just really proud of my whole
team,” Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing said.

“After that long game, I think it was
a double deflection. Tori cut it then
she cut it again and she shot it into our
girls. It was a weird goal,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Alex Schmidt said. “Af-
ter the Union County game, to put on
this performance was much better. In
the first half and pretty much the
second half too, there’s no quit. I am
proud of these girls. Congratulations
to Scotch Plains and that’s why they
are 20-0-2. That’s impressive. They
run the gamut.”

“Alex does a great job at Westfield
and the Westfield girls are a good
team. It’s a big rivalry. It stinks that
one team has to lose, because they
played excellent. Both teams played
a hard fought game. I’m glad we
won, but it’s too bad somebody has to
lose,” Coach Ewing said.

“It was frustrating not getting to
play them in the county finals. We
love to see Westfield/Scotch Plains in
the finals. It was frustrating seeing
them on the same side of the bracket,
because we would have loved to play
them in the sectional finals, but I said
to Kevin, I hope he finally wins one,”
Coach Schmidt said.
Westfield 0 0 0 0
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 0 0 1 1

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-004877-14
FILE NO. 18034-13

NOTICE TO REDEEM

S B M U N I C U S T % L B N J ;
PLAINTIFF VS. LEE P.
TOUCHEQUE; MRS. LEE P.
TOUCHEQUE, WIFE OF LEE
P. TOUCHEQUE; ALFREDO
R. FONSECA; NORMA
FONSECA, WIFE OF
ALFREDO R. FONSECA;
GMAC N/K/A ALLY FINAN-
CIAL INC.; FIRST RESOLU-
TION CORP; RAB PERFOR-
MANCE RECOVERIES LLC;
MIDLAND FUNDING LLC;
VANZ LLC SEPTEMBER1 O
SERIES02; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: FIRST RESOLUTION CORP;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order

made on November 10, 2014, the Supe-
rior Court Fixed December 26, 2014 be-
tween the hours of nine o’clock in the
forenoon and four o’clock in the afternoon,
prevailing time, at the office of the Tax
Collector of HILLSIDE, located at 1409
LIBERTY AVENUE, HILLSIDE, NEW JER-
SEY 07205 as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 3 BLOCK 505 on the tax duplicate
of HILLSIDE. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 111088 is
$27,450.35, together with interest from
June 30, 2014 and costs of $1,405.30.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 11/20/14, The Leader Fee: $54.57

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF DECISION

On November 12, 2014, the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield adopted a Resolution granting
variances to the Applicants/Owners,
Michael & Jennifer Basta, for property lo-
cated at 431 Colonial Avenue, Block 511,
Lot 7 on the Tax Map of the Town of
Westfield. The variance approvals will per-
mit the construction of additions to the first
and second floors, new third floor habit-
able space, a new entrance portico and
raised rear terrace. The Resolution is on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, during that office’s normal busi-
ness hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicants/Owners

1 T - 11/20/14, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at its meeting on Novem-
ber 3, 2014, adopted resolutions memori-
alizing the following actions taken at that
meeting:

1) A Second Amendment to the 2013
Housing Plan Element and Fair Share
Plan of the Town of Westfield Master Plan.
Adopted.

2) A Second Amendment to the 2013
Land Use Plan Element of the Town of
Westfield Master Plan. Adopted.

3) New Housing Plan Element and Fair
Share Plan for Third Round Obligation
from 2014 to 2024. Adopted.

Documents are on file in the office of the
Planning Department, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey and may be
seen Monday through Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Administrative Secretary

Town of Westfield Planning Board
1 T - 11/20/14, The Leader Fee: $23.97

The Westfield High School boys
cross-country team finished sixth
at the NJSIAA Group 4 Tourna-
ment in Holmdel on November 15
with a total of 188. Matt Russo was
the first Blue Devil to cross the
finish line at 16:22, which was good
enough for 11th place.

Andrew Harting-Smith finished
31st with a personal record (PR)
16:44. Alex Campbell finished 42nd
with a PR 17:01. Ryan Siegel placed
65th at 17:18. Will Chandler fin-

ished 71st at 17:20. Bryan Jackler
finished 77th at 17:26 and Gabe
Givelber finished 84th at 17:30.

The Blue Devil girls placed ninth
with Natalie Marcotullio finishing
49th at 20:39. Gabrielle Brennan
finished 55th at 20:47, Julia Myers
finished 63rd with a PR 20:57 and
Caroline Stocking took 66th with a
PR 21:00. Noelle Blackford,
Charlie O’Brien and Meghan
O’Dwyer finished 81-95-136, re-
spectively.

WF Boys Finish 6th at Group 4 X-C

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A FOOT ON THE BALL...Raider Corina Checchio, No. 5, and Blue
Devil Natalie Bond, No. 6, boot the ball as Raider Sarah DiIorio looks on.


