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Lady Raiders Skin Ridge, 3-2, for Soccer Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil ‘D’ Halts Panthers, 24-14, in Playoffs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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Goods & Services You Need

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

PAINTING

MARINO’S PAINTING
“The Neatest Painter Around”

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Expert preparation & clean-up

• Paper Hanging & Wall Paper Removal
 • Sheetrock & Trimwork - Powerwashing

• Deck Repairs & Staining - Driveway Seal Coating
• We Clean Windows & Gutters • Hepa Vacuum Sanding

Lic. # 13VH01137900

908-688-0481

Howard Miller Certified service technician

We make house calls • All types of watch and clock repair

Grandfather clock repair 30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

JONES

CONSTRUCTION
COMMITTED TO SUPERIOR

QUALITY & CRAFTMANSHIP

908-380-9984
Additons • Alterations • Excavating
Waterproofing • Hardscapes • Decks

NJ LIC # 13VH08056400

kick. She’s sharp and she has a strong
foot. When she crosses it in, we al-
ways have Caroline Babis in the box,
getting it because she is very good
with headers. Second one, we had
Alyssa DiFran[cesco] get the head on
the end of that one,” Baliatico said.

“Christina is pretty accurate with
her free kicks. We have been preach-
ing to the girls to follow up with the
kind of balls that she sends in. Caroline
and Alyssa were able to finish off the
shots,” Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing said.

However, less than eight minutes
later, the margin tightened to 2-1 when
Olivia Melnyk found the back of the
net. Eight minutes later, Melnik scored
again with a long hooking shot to
knot the score and, later, send the
game into overtime.

“They caught us back on our heels.
We got a little unorganized and they
got both of their goals. Ridge is a
good team. They made some changes
and we didn’t adjust to those changes
and that is why they got back into this
game,” Coach Ewing said.

Less than three minutes into the
second overtime, the Raiders nearly
put the game away when Baliatico
and Kyla Diggs broke away down the
middle and set up a shot that just
missed to the left.

“We had many opportunities where
we bring the ball up and fire it to the
middle and there’s always someone
open. I would take it up, because I am
one who has speed on the team and
pass it into the middle,” Baliatico said.

Four minutes later, the magic mo-
ment arrived and the Raiders became
sectional champions.

“That was a good thing. Tori and
Jodi, can’t say enough about them.
Jodi is a three-year varsity player.
She has been out the last couple of
weeks and to come in and score the
winning goal in the final is pretty
impressive and says a lot about her
character,” Coach Ewing said.

“Tori brought it right down to the
corner. She slipped it right past all the
defenders. The goalie tapped it out

and I was able to get my body on it
and put it in the net,” Cornwell ex-
plained.

“I think we all were kind of sur-
prised that they could come back. We
ended up panicking a little bit, but
then we got it under control. It shows
the depth of our team that we kept
fighting and we came back to win at
the end,” Co-captain Sarah DiIorio
said. “When we came off before the

first overtime, we were all talking and
saying that we needed to keep fight-
ing and not let them get the momen-
tum.”

“All year long the girls may have
thought that other teams disrespected
them, because they thought that they
weren’t that good. People in Union
County obviously think it but else-
where they don’t,” Coach Ewing said.
“We just wanted to go out and show
that we are and go out and play our
type of game, which we did today.
That was the difference. We put pres-

sure on them all over the field. We
possessed. Those are things that we
are good at.”

The last time the Raiders won the
section title was in 2008 with a 4-1
conquest of Mendham.

“It’s just an awesome feeling prov-
ing that we can play as well as a team
with players like Allie Hambleton,
Lauren Mains and everybody [includ-
ing her sister Bridget],” Cornwell said.

“This is one of the best feelings I
have ever had as a senior and captain,
winning the section and going on to
the states,” Baliatico said.

The Raiders would next face
Montclair in the Group semifinals at
Somerville High School rescheduled
for November 19.

“We are definitely looking forward
to that. None of us have ever experi-
enced something like this before,”
DiIorio said.
Ridge 0 2 0 0 2
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 1 1 0 1 3

Senior linebacker Jackson Simcox,
along with defensive linemen Cotter
Spurlock, Harry Williamson, Fred
Gladis and Owen Kessler were also
key in keeping the Panthers’ running
game in check, while safety Owen
Colwell and cornerbacks Brett
Robertshaw and Matt Catanzaro sty-
mied the passing game.

“The defensive line did an unbe-
lievable job. Without the defensive
line, I’m not making plays. Cotter
was unbelievable and ‘Big Cat’ [Harry
Williamson] is the unsung hero of the
defensive line. He does such a good
job of taking out blockers. He is an
unselfish player. You look at the stats
with this guy, this guy and you don’t
see Harry, but we know how impor-
tant he is,” Simcox said.

The 6-3 Blue Devils scored on their
second series and junior running back
Jack Curry played a big role in it with
a 24-yard TD run with 6:44 left in the
first quarter. Curry finished with 147
yards on 30 carries.

On the Blue Devils’ next series,
quarterback Zack Kelly (10 comple-
tions, 14 attempts for 111 yards, one
interception) mixed six passes with

13 runs to cover 97 yards, ending on
a three-yard TD strike to fullback
Nick Buontempo (2 receptions, 18
yards) with 9:07 left in the half.

“They dropped back. They had an
extra safety or linebacker on cover-
age, so Zach may have had some
trouble trying to find the wide receiv-
ers, but when we needed big throws,
they stepped up,” Curry said.

Then, like in several of their previ-
ous games, the Blue Devils began to
shoot themselves in the foot, yielding
the 86-yard kickoff return for a TD,
followed by the 20-yard interception
for a TD to knot the score.

“We had a really rough week last
week. We came out flat. All week we
said we have to work harder. We have
to put points on the board. We came
out and we wanted to run the ball
right down their throat. That’s what
Hunterdon Central took away from
us,” Curry said.

“We make it interesting. That’s for
sure. Our defense backs us up all the
time. When we get screwy on special
teams, when we get screwy on of-
fense, it’s our defense that steps it up.
The defense pitched a shutout. I was

fearful of their run game. I thought
they ran the ball really well against
Ridge. That’s what scared me the
most, and the kids just took it away
from them,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Jim DeSarno said.

With 1:20 left in the half, Prybylski
forced a fumble that Owen Colwell
recovered at the Panther 17 that set up
Mike Moriarty’s 31-yard field goal
with 28 seconds remaining.

“Colwell recovered it. I just got in.
The quarterback handed off a little
high. The running back didn’t see me
coming and I just ripped it out. We
were practicing that all week and it
paid off,” Prybylski explained.

Just before halftime, Robertshaw
recovered another Panther fumble.

After a scoreless third quarter, the
Blue Devils got possession at their own
43. Nine plays and a few penalties later,
Simcox barreled eight yards for an
insurance TD with 5:54 on the clock.

The Panthers made one final effort,
but the Blue Devil defense stopped
their drive at the one.

Next on the list will be a rematch
with top-seeded Linden, who nicked
the Blue Devils, 15-14 in overtime in
the third game of the season. The
showdown is set for tomorrow night
in Linden at 7 p.m.

“Now we get a chance and our
linebacker corps are all healthy now.
We have Mike O’Connor and Owen
Kessler back and now we are ready.
We wanted this game from the get-
go,” Prybylski said.

“We had a great first half. We had a
couple of bad calls. We had a penalty.
We got stopped short. We missed two
great defensive players. I think we
are healthy and we are ready to go
with them,” Curry said.

“We have been working so hard.
The senior class, everyone has been
working unbelievable. This is just
one part of the reward. Another re-
ward is the state championship. We
can’t wait for Linden,” Simcox said.

“They are excited. That’s what they
wanted. Let’s go after it. We are throw-
ing it all out there,” Coach DeSarno
said.
BrH2O-Raritan   0 14   0   0 14
Westfield 14   3   0   7 24

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEPPING UP A NOTCH...Three Lady Blue Devils have signed to continue their lacrosse career at a higher level. Pictured,
left to right are: front row; Samantha Paoletti (Boston College), Mallory Weisse (Northwestern) and Alyssa Cox (Virginia
Tech); back row, Westfield High School Principal Peter Renwick, Girls Lacrosse Head Coach Samantha Warner and
Director of Athletics Sandy Mamary.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BECOMING A BOILERMAKER...Cranford High School (CHS) senior Gavin
Murray has signed to wrestle for Perdue University next fall. Pictured, left to
right, are: CHS Director of Athletics Darren Torsone, Assistant wrestling Coach
Justin Bonitatis, Murray and Head Coach Pat Gorman. Gavin’s parents Kevin
and Jennifer, along with siblings Maggie, Colin and Logan, are in the back.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUCHING THE PYLON...Blue Devil running back Jack Curry, No. 27, reaches for and touches the pylon for a
touchdown in the first quarter against the Panthers at Kehler Stadium on November 15.

Jim O’Connor njsportpics.com for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET AROUND...Raider Tori Baliatico, No. 20, tries to get around
Red Devil Julia Lindsey, No. 13. More photos – goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports


