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Westfield High Class of ’64
Celebrates 50th Reunion

HONORING VETERANS...Westfield’s Franklin Elementary School commemo-
rated Veterans Day by inviting veterans, from left, Michael Addis, Robert Hanna,
Paul Russo, Bill Kessinger, Jim Gildea and Bud Brown, to a school-wide
assembly, where students and staff dressed in red, white and blue in their honor.
Vocal music teacher Robert Geyer led patriotic songs, fourth- and fifth-grade
students gave a presentation about the meaning of Veterans Day, and Achieve
teacher Joanne Ply played "Taps" on the trumpet along with instrumental music
teacher Barry Furrer, who explained the song's significance. Afterwards, the
veterans spoke in individual classrooms about their experiences. The event was
organized by second-grade teacher Katherine Dibble and fifth-grade teacher
Kelly Feeley.
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CELEBRATING A SEASON...Members of the girls’ Middle School soccer team
at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison received participation certificates
along with the other fall athletic teams at an assembly on November 12. The girls,
coached by Lee Nicholls, finished the season with an 8-3 record and 36-13 goal
differential.

FIND THE RIGHT WORDS...Last week the Mountainside Rotary Club gave a
dictionary to each Deerfield School third grader and a thesaurus to each fourth
grader.

WESTFIELD — The first wave
of Baby Boomers has come of age
and across the country; Boomers
are in celebration mode. Former
classmates and old friends are gath-
ering at their 50-year high school
reunions, and the Westfield High
School (WHS) Class of 1964 is no
exception. In late October 120 class-
mates and their guests returned to
town to reminisce about growing
up in a great class, in a great town,
at a great time and to reconnect
during three days packed with
events.

A weekend highlight was the ini-
tiation of a scholarship fund that
grew out of a gift from Grover and
Patricia Connell,
whose son, Ted, a mem-
ber of the class of 1964,
died in 2012. The
scholarship originated
serendipitously when
Joe Wiendl informed
the class that the senior
Connell had offered to
help defray the travel
expenses of the 12
classmates from the
West Coast and Alaska
who lived the farthest from
Westfield.

When some winners expressed
their desire to contribute some or
all of their gift back to the class for
a meaningful purpose, representa-
tives from the class joined forces
with WHS and agreed upon the
creation of the WHS Class of ‘64
Ted Connell Scholarship to cel-
ebrate the current and historical
achievements of athletes at WHS.
Each year for the next three to five
years, a graduating senior athlete
will receive $3,000 for college tu-
ition and books. The award, based
on need, will be made by a five-
person committee that includes a
WHS staff person or teacher, the
WHS director of athletics or a
coach, a current WHS senior, a
representative from the Class of
1964 and a representative of the
Connell family.

In addition to the meaningful
initiation of the scholarship fund,
members of the class of 1964
agreed there was no shortage of
reunion fun. Pizza, a sixties favor-
ite, and a Good Humor truck,
topped the billing at the launch
party hosted by Karleen Villa
Burns. A Doo Wop band, the Back-
tracks, performed at the dinner
dance and played songs from the
’60s that motivated party-goers to
sing along, rock ‘n’ roll, twist and
do the stroll.

Doug Eakeley, class president,
and his wife, Priscilla, hosted the
culminating event, a Sunday morn-
ing brunch at their home in Green

Village. Interested
classmates toured
WHS and attended the
Westfield-Immaculata
football game Saturday
afternoon.

Barbara Coats, whose
husband, John, is a 1964
graduate, applauded the
reunion committee for
a job well-done. “The
planners and doers out-

did themselves and should take gi-
gantic bows for such a great suc-
cessful event.”

In fact, plans for the 50th were in the
works for three years. Headed by James
Smith Bancroft, the reunion commit-
tee included: Bette Ann Bierwirth,
Bruce Zimmermann Burdett, Ms. Villa
Burns, Joy Carrigan, Mr. Eakeley,
Victoria Hsu, Patricia Danco Lindberg,
Barbara Di Trolio Mannino, Grier
Stewart Novinger, Cathie Bell Runyon,
Barbara Newman Taylor and Carol
Davis Yunker.

Class member Rob Schram termed
the reunion a grand three-day event.
“My only regret was that I did not
get time to talk to everyone. Time
went much too fast...50 years is a
long time to get caught up,” he said.

But Mr. Bancroft assured Mr.
Schram and others there is no need
to worry, saying, “there’s already
scuttlebutt of planning for our
55th!”

Union Catholic High School
Celebrates Veterans Day

Veterans Honored In
Westfield Public Schools

WESTFIELD – Students in
Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools in Westfield learned first-
hand the experiences of military vet-
erans who were invited guests of the
schools during Veterans Day celebra-
tions. School-wide assemblies were
held at both schools.

On November 10, following the
presentation of colors by members of
the United States Marine Corps, stu-
dent speeches and musical perfor-
mances, World War II veteran Dr.
Frank Freer addressed the filled
Roosevelt gymnasium.  He discussed
both growing up during the Great
Depression era and his military role
in the Second World War.

Brian Vieth, Social Studies teacher,
presented Dr. Freer with the school’s
“The Heroes Among Us” award, and
Principal Stewart Carey concluded
the assembly with his gratitude for all
veterans.

On Veterans Day, November 11,

the Edison student body and staff
heard from two guest speakers –
Patrick Tuohy, former U.S. Marine,
and Dr. Derrick Nelson, Reservist in
the U.S. Army who recently returned
from the Middle East.

Mr. Tuohy, a graduate of Westfield
High School who served two tours in
Iraq, suggested ways in which stu-
dents could honor and assist veter-
ans, including through the Wounded
Warrior Project.

Dr. Nelson, who is an assistant
principal at Westfield High School,
cited the uplifting of spirits resulting
from donations of coffee and candy
that was sent to him and his unit in the
Middle East from Westfield. He stated
that even though he was thousands of
miles away, he never felt closer to the
Westfield community.

Musical performances by the
eighth-grade chorus and concert band
during the assembly were followed
by remarks from Social Studies
teacher John Stasi and Roosevelt Prin-
cipal Matthew Bolton.

Christopher Academy
To Host Language

Materials Workshop
SCOTCH PLAINS – Christopher

Academy, The Montessori School,
has announced a free Language Ma-
terials Workshop for parents this
evening, Thursday, November 20, at
6:30 p.m., at its Scotch Plains cam-
pus, located at 1390 Terrill Road.

Language is an instrument of ex-
pression. Communication helps in
bringing ideas and thoughts into ac-
tion. It separates human species from
all others.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to explore Montessori language
materials, learning to encode and
decode with the moveable alphabet.
They will be introduced to the phi-
losophy behind and the sequence of
the Montessori Language Materials
and will have a chance to have a
lesson on the Sandpaper Letters,
Metal Insets and the Moveable Al-
phabet.

With campuses in Westfield and
Scotch Plains, Christopher Academy
presents an exceptional learning en-
vironment tailored to the individual
child aged two-and-a-half through
first grade. Christopher Academy
holds true to the holistic approach to
education as set forth by Dr. Maria
Montessori in 1906 at the first Casa
dei Bambini in Rome, Italy.

For additional information on
Christopher Academy or Montessori
education, contact Christopher Acad-
emy at (908) 233-7447 or (908) 322-
4652 or visit its website at
christopheracademy.com and on
Facebook.

WHS Grad to Attend
Program in France

CLINTON, N.Y. – Ryan M.
Hobson, son of Mark and Traecy
Hobson of Westfield, is participating
in Hamilton College’s academic pro-
gram in France for the 2014-2015
academic year.

Hamilton in France provides stu-
dents a solid academic experience
based on the deep Hamilton College
commitment to a liberal arts educa-
tion and personal exploration.

Founded in 1957 as Hamilton Col-
lege Junior Year in France, the pro-
gram is supervised and directed by
professors of the department of
French at Hamilton and is open to
qualified students at American col-
leges and universities. Each resident
director brings extensive personal
experience to directing study abroad
programs and a deep knowledge of
the educational system and of cul-
tural and daily life in France.

A junior majoring in biology at
Hamilton, Ryan is a graduate of
Westfield High School.

Hamilton College is a highly se-
lective residential college offering a
rigorous liberal arts curriculum. Stu-
dents are challenged to think, write
and speak critically, creatively and
analytically so that upon graduation
they may distinguish themselves in
both their professions and their com-
munities.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Novem-
ber 11, Union Catholic (UC) High
School in Scotch Plains held its
first annual Veterans Day Cer-
emony at the site of the Veterans
Memorial, dedicated last Novem-
ber on the school’s front lawn. Tim
Breza, history teacher, moderator
of UC’s Hearts for Heroes club,
Air Force veteran and master of
ceremonies, dedicated this year’s
ceremony to Captain Joseph W.
Duff, USNR (Ret.), UC alumni
parent and Blue and Gold Officer
for a number of UC alumni. Cap-
tain Duff passed away this Sep-
tember and was represented by his
wife, Kay; his daughters, Kathy
Duff ’73 and Ellen Duff Berka ’74,
and his granddaughter, Katharine
Berka.

UC alumnus David Thornton ’75
played the bagpipes at the begin-
ning and end of the program. The
ceremony opened with a prayer by
Alice Polini ’16 of Westfield, a
member of UC’s Peer Ministry
group, and the singing of the Na-
tional Anthem by members of UC’s
Performing Arts Company. Sean
Brennan ’15 of Westfield, a mem-
ber of UC’s Hearts for Heroes club,

read a dedication in honor of all
American veterans. Closing re-
marks were made by Katherine
Sheldon ’15 of Clark, another
member of UC’s Hearts for Heroes
club. Brandan Schuster ’16 of
Roselle Park, a Peer Minister, read
the final prayer.

Union Catholic’s Veterans Me-
morial was completed by Michael
Eastman ’13 in September of 2012.
Michael decided during his sopho-
more year that he wanted his Eagle
Scout Project to make a big impact
and he began the planning phase
that year. Close to 1,000 man-hours
went into the planning and execu-
tion of the project and funding
came from donations. Michael
wanted this to be a space for mem-
bers of the UC community who
know or knew someone in the
armed forces to reflect.

To purchase an engraved paver
in the Veterans Memorial walk-
way, contact Susan Dyckman, Di-
rector of  Development,  at
development@unioncatholic.org
or (908) 889-1600, extension no.
309.  UC alumni who served in the
military are invited to e-mail
alumni@unioncatholic.org.

TRIBUTE...On Veterans Day, eighth grader Sophia Vera reads to a full assembly
of students and teachers at Edison Intermediate School, while Patrick Tuohy and
Dr. Derrick Nelson  -- both having served in the Middle East – prepare to address
the audience.  Principal Matthew Bolton, seated in distance, thanked the speakers
and reminded the students of the importance of respecting and appreciating the
men and women who serve our country.
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Westfield Library to Present
Two Creativity Workshops

Westfield BOE Candidate
Langhart Thanks Voters

I would like to thank my wife, my
family, my friends and all the vot-
ers of Westfield whose efforts al-
lowed me to be elected to the Board
of Education this past November 4.
The help and support I received
during the campaign was very much
appreciated and very humbling. I
would also like to congratulate
Peggy Oster and Mark Friedman on
their election. I would also hope
that Michael Bielen and David Sex-
ton would consider running for the
board again in the future. It seemed
to me that everyone had certain
experience and expertise that would
have benefitted the board.

I now look forward to repaying
this effort by diligently working
with the district officials, teachers,
administrators, staff and profession-
als to maintain the excellent stan-
dards we have achieved for the ben-

efit of our children. I take the re-
sponsibility of providing the best
possible education for all of our
children quite seriously and I would
encourage anyone to e-mail me at
the district with any questions or
concerns you might have once I am
sworn in on January 6, 2015.

I won’t forget the people who
took the time to talk to me at the
train station or when I knocked on
their door these past few weeks. It
made me realize how many of us in
town are vested in the belief that a
good education is paramount for
the continued success of our chil-
dren and how determined we are to
make that a reality. I now look for-
ward to working towards that goal
as a member of the Westfield Board
of Education.

Christopher B. Langhart
Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present two
workshops by creativity coach Wendy
Rosenberg. They will take place on
consecutive Wednesdays, Decem-
ber 3 and December 10, at 7 p.m.
each evening. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

During the first workshop, en-
titled “Memories in Full Color,”
Ms. Rosenberg will guide partici-
pants through a process that uses
color to help them re-connect to
significant memories in their lives
and to see them through a different
lens or viewpoint.

After exploring memories
through word games and simple
creative exercises, participants will
create a piece of art that honors
their memories and brings them to
the forefront of the mind to create a
greater sense of meaning, gratitude
and personal connection this holi-
day season.

The second workshop, entitled
“The Art of the Mini-Memoir:
Honor Your Life Story in Six
Words,” is built around the book
“Not Quite What I was Planning:
Six-word Memoirs from Writers
Famous & Obscure,” edited by
Larry Smith.

The six-word memoir is a self-
discovery exercise that helps par-
ticipants get to the heart of what

matters most in their lives. Ms.
Rosenberg will introduce this de-
ceptively simple art form through
different exercises and techniques,
inviting personal reflection, grati-
tude and a new perspective on life's
journey.

These programs will be free and
open to Westfield Memorial Li-
brary and MURAL cardholders.
MURAL cardholders belong to li-
braries that  are part  of  the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. To see if a
l ibrary part icipates,  cal l  the
Westfield Memorial Library at
(908) 789-4090. To register for ei-
ther or both programs, visit the
library’s website at wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, extension 0.
Registration is strongly suggested,
as these workshops have limited
seating.

 Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sun-
day.

 For more information about library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a copy
of its award-winning, quarterly news-
letter, “Take Note.”


