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Richness of Public Service Should Be
In Achieving Results For The Public

Letters to the Editor

Present and former elected and
appointed government officials in-
creasingly use their position for fi-
nancial gain! No reference here to
bribery!

Politics should not be about per-
sonal aggrandizement. President
Harry S. Truman nearly went bank-
rupt because he refused to parlay his
having been President into a finan-
cial fortune. He lived on his Army
pension and took out a bank loan,
wrote his memoirs that netted him
only $37,000, and sold some inher-
ited family land to make ends meet.

Quite a contrast to former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton who, according to
CNN, has taken in more than $106
million in public speaking fees since
leaving The Oval Office in 2001!

ABC reports that former Chair-
man of the Federal Reserve Ben
Bernanke charges between $200,000
and $400,000 as a speaking fee!
Former President Clinton, former Sec.
of State Hillary Clinton, and former
Sec. of the Treasury Tim Geithner
[charge] $200,000. Former President
George W. Bush, and former Sec. of
State Condoleezza Rice charge
$150,000. Former VP Al Gore and
former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin
charge $100,000; former VP Richard
Cheney, $75,000; Mitt Romney,
$68,000, and former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich, $60,000.

[The list goes on]: Ron Paul, Jeb
Bush, Colin Powel, and Madeline
Albright charge $50,000.

Public service is honor enough. Of
course no one should be denied the
right to a good paying job after such
service, but something is very askew
when former Secretary of the Trea-
sury Larry Sommers for just one
speech in 2013 at $135,000 made
well more than the median house-
hold income of $51,939 that year! —
when the annual median wage for
judges in 2013 was $105,380; micro-
biologists, $75,630; social workers,
$46,370; clergy, $47,540; librarians,
$57,550; dieticians and nutritionists,
$56,300; registered nurses, $68,910;
carpenters, $44,980; elementary
school teachers, $56,420; firefighters,
$48,270; police officers, $58,720; air
traffic controllers, $118,650; histori-
ans, $60,100; computer program-
mers, $80,930, barbers, $27,710;
childcare workers, $21,490; agricul-
tural workers, $22,080; electricians,
$53,560, and ship captains, $71,570.

The danger to our democracy is
obvious. When people run for public
office in the knowledge that there is
quite a financial gain during their

term of office or after their term of
office ends then democracy is not
about the will of the people, but rather
about how much elected and ap-
pointed government officials can
profit from it!

Lawyers in legislatures, for ex-
ample, regularly proclaim their title
in order to attract new clients or keep
present ones! At what point is there a
conflict of interest?

Either a person is a good legislator
or is a good lawyer, but such a person
cannot be both at the same time.

The richness of public service
should be in achieving results for the
public.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Berlin Wall’s Collapse:
Freedom’s Great Triumph

Sunday, November 9 marked the
25th anniversary of the fall of the
Berlin Wall. None of our current
Westfield students were alive when
this extraordinary event happened so
its significance is understandably
vague to them, if it even registers at
all. It must read like a surreal Tolkien-
esque fiction to those who didn’t live
through the Cold War…under the
Soviet communist umbrella over one
hundred million souls were held for
decades in a massive prison that was
the Eastern Block. And there was no
more brazen symbol of the intrinsic
evil of communism — the most mur-
derous ideology of the 20th Century
— than that obscene Wall.

In 2008 then-candidate Barack
Obama offered up his typical vacu-
ous sloganeering to the adoring
throngs of Berlin. Referring to the
Wall’s demise he said, “There is no
challenge too great for a world that
stands as one!”

This was utter nonsense. The fact
is in the 1970s and 1980s, as far as the
Wall was concerned, the world hardly
stood “as one.” Naturally, Moscow’s
puppet thugs who kept the jackboots
on the people of East Germany, Po-
land, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and
other oppressed countries were quite
happy to keep the Wall as a perma-
nent scar upon the land. But, shame-
fully, so were many on the other side.

For sheepish politicians, left-lean-
ing pundits, and many indifferent
westerners who saw Reagan’s re-
peated calling out of the Soviet sys-
tem as the greater threat, the Wall
simply represented the status quo. In
the era of “détente,” many in the free
world saw it an unpleasant reality we
would just have to learn to live with.

One can easily imagine Mr. Obama
among the go-along-to-get-along
crowd in the mold of Ford, Schmidt,
d’Estaing, Trudeau and others...some
of whom were even considered “con-
servatives.”

Mr. Obama’s wishful revisionist
speechwriters aside, it was three ex-
traordinary world leaders — Ronald
Reagan, Margaret Thatcher and Pope
John Paul II — who spearheaded the
drive to see communism banished to
its rightful place “on the ash heap of
history” as Reagan declared with a
moral clarity lacking among many of
his contemporaries. Greatness
emerged from behind the Iron Cur-
tain as well in those tumultuous times.

If our young people today seek

politicians to admire then they should
forget “Hopey McChange” and
Google the names Lech Walesa and
Vaclav Havel —a Polish shipyard
electrician and a Czech play-write
respectively. These men, emboldened
by support from American, British
and Vatican leadership that would
not abandon them, endured prison
and braved the threat of assassination
to lead movements that stood up
against their communist overlords and
ultimately changed the world. (The
Russians did in fact try to assassinate
the Pope. The stakes were that high.)

And, of course, we salute the un-
named millions who took to the streets
in protest, defying the guns trained
on them, to give authority and lever-
age to Reagan’s stirring challenge to
the head gangster in Moscow: “Mis-
ter Gorbachev…tear down this wall!”
Even members of his inner circle
advised Reagan to remove this line
he himself first suggested as way too
provocative. But Reagan understood
that sometimes the forces of freedom
need not stand idly by in the interest
of good relations with a morally de-
crepit foe while our friends languish
in a prison state.

I ventured to Berlin a year after the
Wall came down and saw its vile
remnants. Spray-painted graffiti re-
mained scrawled on every surface,
still defiantly crying out against the
tyranny it once enabled, endowing its
ruins with sublime power. I cavorted
with young Russian soldiers under
the Brandenburg gate and they all
shared with me a single desire: “We
want to go to America!”

For those on the far left, especially
in academia, for whom America
loathing has a become a masochistic
fetish, I wish they could have talked
with these confused, frightened boys
from the other side of the Wall who
understood more than many in our
own country today how precious a
gift is the freedom we all too often to
take for granted.

Those heady days of post-Soviet
“New Europe” optimism are long
gone I’m sorry to say. As if we’re
engaged in a perpetual game of geo-
political whack-a-mole, no sooner
had communism been defeated than
medieval Islamo facism rose up to
challenge the west anew. But we must
never forget the incredible leap for-
ward for humanity that was the Ber-
lin Wall’s destruction. It did not fall.
It was ripped down by ordinary people
who, under the right leaders at the
right time, courageously declared that
this nonsense had gone on long
enough — and had the guts to do
something about it.

Bradley Schaeffer
Westfield

Whirlwind, Exhilarating, Fulfilling;
Thank You Voters and Supporters

Scouting for Food; Thank You
Westfield for Most Succesful Year

Excellent Coverage of Fanwood
Recycling Center Event

A sincere thanks to the residents of
Westfield and the Cub Scout Packs
and Boy Scout Troops in Westfield
who participated in this year’s Scout-
ing for Food, an annual town-wide
service project. In the past two weeks,
cubs and scouts distributed Scouting
for Food bags to each home in
Westfield and last Saturday picked
up donated food and delivered it to
the Westfield Food Pantry at Holy
Trinity.

The food filled the shelves of two
rooms at the food pantry and many

families in need will be served by this
successful food drive. This year’s
Scouting for Food project was the
most successful of the past few years.
All packs and troops participated and
the people of Westfield responded
generously. Our thanks to all who
volunteered their time and to the
people of Westfield who donated
food.

Bob Fromtling
Westfield Troop 73

Scouting for Food Coordinator

Your writer Dell Simeone did an
excellent job of covering our event.
The event was very well attended and
a success in introducing the recy-
cling center to the public and politi-
cians.

In the article, Ms. Simeone men-
tioned some of the local businesses
who provided refreshments and prod-
ucts; however, she did omit Charlie
Brown’s Steak House in Scotch

Plains, Fanwood Bagels, Fanwood
Liquors, Hershey’s Subs in Westfield,
Home Depot in Watchung, Manhat-
tan Bagel in Westfield, Party Stop in
Westfield, Scotchwood Florist, and
Stop & Shop in Watchung.

Thank you again for the excellent
front-page coverage and photo.

Clay Pierce
Fanwood

Thank You Garwood
For the Support

I want to thank all the Garwood
voters who came out to vote for me.
It certainly was a close election with
only six votes out of almost 1,200
keeping me from representing all of
Garwood on the Council. I worked
very hard for each and every vote and
I appreciated the support.

My campaign was always about
what I could do for the future of
Garwood and not about what others
failed to do in the past. I congratulate
the winners of the election and I
pledge to continue to help Garwood
in any way that I can.

I hope that everyone will look for-
ward to enjoying Garwood Rocks
2015, June 7th.

Carol Kearney
Garwood

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank the over 37,000 voters
of Union County who supported my
bid for the position of sheriff. As a
newcomer to the political arena, it
was a great boost to both the Repub-
lican Party, and evidence of bi-parti-
san support for this office, which had
been previously filled by a dedicated
law enforcement officer.

Even though the outcome was not
what I had hoped for, the experience
of meeting thousands of county resi-
dents at nearly every street fair or
fundraiser, at train stations, and at
various supermarkets over a period
of just eight weeks was outstanding.

The support for my bid was wide-
spread and included Lt. Governor
Kim Guadagno, Congressman
Leonard Lance, Asm. Jon Bramnick,
Asw. Nancy Munoz, and Union
County Republican Party Chairman,
Glenn Mortimer.

In addition, Dan Rumbauskas, our
graphic design artist (responsible for
all of our printed material and other
media outreach), all the Union County
Republican committee members, and
friends, especially Charlie Donnelly
and Joe Bonilla of Union who at-

tended nearly all of our campaign
events (lots of miles in street fair
travel) and Dalida Nigro (our pho-
tographer).

We were welcomed by Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Fanwood,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Linden,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Rahway (mayoral candidate Pat
Cassio and I campaigned together on
several occasions), Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Summit (Mayor Ellen
Dickson’s fundraising event), Union
and Westfield, all of which had events.
Thank you to all involved!

Finally, a big thank you to all of our
friends and family who campaigned
with us at street fairs, posted signs on
their lawns and all around the county
and even gave financial support to
get my name out there and recog-
nized. It was an “all hands on deck”
effort, a whirlwind, exhilarating and
very fulfilling.

Union County is a wonderful place
to live and raise our families and I am
grateful!

Michael C. Ince
Republican Candidate for

Union County Sheriff

 

AS OF NOVEMBER 24TH 

 

ADVOCARE PEDIATRIC OPHTHALMOLOGY ASSOCIATES, 

 

DR. JAY BERNSTEIN AND DR. MAYUMI MORI 

 

OF 509 EAST BROAD STREET WILL BE MOVING (AROUND THE CORNER) 

 

TO OUR NEW HOME AT 138 SOUTH EUCLID AVENUE WESTFIELD 

  

(OUR PHONE NUMBER IS THE SAME 908-317-9811)  

TRIAL LAWYERS

Work Related Accidents
Workers’ Compensation

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

SAVE $100*
 

OR MORE WITH REBATES
on qualifying purchases of 

Hunter Douglas window fashions

SEPTEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 16, 2014

It’s time to decorate  
your windows for the holidays.
Save with mail-in rebates on a selection of stylish Hunter Douglas 
window fashions, September 16–December 16, 2014.  
Ask for details.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/14 –12/16/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of 
a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card 
balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2014 Hunter Douglas.  
All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.  

Pirouette® Window Shadings

HOL14MB2
47029

Follow Us At Facebook or Twitter

Child Safety  
at the Window  

brochure

with this ad

Innovative Window
Treatments 
Kenilworth NJ
FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE  
609-865-2800
innovative-windowtreatments.com

Measuring and  
Installation

Ask about

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Congressman Rush
Holt to Lead AAAS

Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th), ph.d., who
will retire from the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives at the end of his eighth
term, has agreed to join the world’s
largest general scientific organization,
the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science (AAAS), as chief
executive officer and executive pub-
lisher of the Science family of journals.

He will succeed Alan I. Leshner, ph.d.,
who had previously announced that he
would be stepping down as AAAS CEO.

Mr. Holt, a research physicist and
former teacher, will serve as the 18th
chief executive of the 166-year-old non-
profit, non-partisan AAAS after his leg-
islative term ends, during the
association’s 2015 annual meeting, Feb-
ruary 12 to 16, in San Jose, Calif.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Thanksgiving Market
Westfield - The Farmers Market, at

the South Ave. train station in
Westfield, presented by The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce will have a Special Thanksgiv-
ing Market this Saturday, November
22nd from 8:30 until 2:00 pm


