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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

The Press, Americans’
Protection of Freedom
It is no accident that the First

Amendment of the U.S. Constitution
addresses its most important rights;
that is Freedoms. I address “… Free-
dom of Speech, or of The Press…” in
this letter. I encourage every Ameri-
can to seriously consider financially
supporting newspapers by subscrib-
ing to or at least occasionally pur-
chasing newspapers. This should be
done even if you do not always agree
with what is printed.

Without a financially healthy press
with multi newspapers, Americans
are giving up their greatest protect of
Freedom.

Increasingly sound bites and self
appointed experts using the Internet
are replacing competitive, in-depth
newspapers as the source vetted in-
formation.

Dictators want only one source of
information, the one they control.

Tim Harrington, Madison
(Westfield Property Owner)

Girl Scout Troops Encourage Others
To Help Clean Up Local Parks

To Preserve Colonial Homes and Tree-
Lined Streets,’ Get Involved Locally

On Saturday, October 18, girls from
Girl Scout Troops 40462 and 40451
teamed up to clean up Mindowaskin
Park in Westfield. They were excited
to help make the park a little nicer for
the town that day, but all agreed more
needs to be done.

Scouts approached the park ex-
pecting to have fun, but the amount
of trash they actually picked up
shocked them. In just an hour the
girls collected about 10 bags of trash,
which included items from as simple
as gum and straw wrappers, to bottles
half-full of iced tea or perfume, a belt
and a sweatshirt.

The girls’ efforts were recognized
by folks enjoying the park that day.
One kind man asked if they were Girl
Scouts working toward a badge, and
expressed his appreciation for their
efforts. He recounted to one mom,
each day when he walks his dog
through the park, he picks up a lot of
trash, and often wonders if anyone

else ever does the same.
The number of visible bottles and

trash in the pond, unreachable by the
Scouts, was unsettling to them and
their parents, also helping in the ef-
fort. Also concerning was the unusu-
ally high level of algae present in the
pond. Could this be a symptom of the
amount of trash present? It cannot be
good for the animals inhabiting the
pond and park.

While it may take more than this
letter for the town to improve its
process for cleaning trash in town
parks, the girls in these two local
troops hope this story inspires others
to take a moment to pick up trash
when enjoying parks and playgrounds
in Westfield, or neighboring towns. It
only takes a moment to make a big
difference, and help make the parks
and town a more beautiful place to
enjoy each day.

Kristen Winters
Westfield

I read both the front-page article
on November 6 (WF Planning Bd.
Carries Carleton Subdivision to Dec.),
along with the letter-to-the-editor by
Arlene Gardner, regarding my
parent’s home on Carleton Road. It
seems that there was much conten-
tion regarding the tree removal at the
site.

I find it fascinating that Ms.
Gardner, who lives directly across
the street, professes concern about
the diseased and dying trees that were,
albeit sadly, legally removed from
the property. Although she claims to
know what the developer was plan-
ning, her reactions were not based on
facts. She has absolutely no idea what
the plans are for the property and it’s
landscaping.

After excessively harassing the tree
removal workers, brazenly photo-
graphing my parent’s property while
we watched, and illegally trespassing
on the property to measure tree diam-
eters, I would be so bold to say that
Ms. Gardener has demonstrated far
more concern with how the changes
occurring affect her, and not the Town

of Westfield.
It was a very difficult decision that

my family had to make to have the
home that we had since 1974, razed.
My dad, a life-long resident of
Westfield, was an avid gardener and
is an absolute lover of nature. How-
ever, the property, along with its trees,
were beyond saving. It was a sad, but
personal matter.

I’m sure that once Ms. Gardner
sees how two new and beautiful
homes with an abundance of lush
trees and gardens will affect her prop-
erty values, she’ll feel a sense of
relief.

In the meantime, for residents of
Westfield who want to preserve the
“colonial homes and tree-lined
streets,” I would implore you to get
involved in your local politics. At-
tend some town meetings, or join the
historical society. I think your efforts
would be much more successful there,
rather harassing elderly neighbors and
getting into other people’s business.

Elyce Bavos
South Plainfield

We Need Dialogue on Improving
Services to Support Family Caregivers

“Please put on your oxygen mask
before helping others...” That’s a
phrase we’re all familiar with onboard
an aircraft, but I believe it is just as
relevant in the world of family
caregiving. November is National
Family Caregivers Month and as we
take time to recognize those who
provide this essential service, I want
to encourage us to ask the question:
Who cares for the caregiver?

My husband, Joe, and I care for our
two children; Jessica, aged 14, and
Andrew, aged 10, both of whom have
autism and significant challenges. We
love our children as much as any
parent, but I’d be the first to admit
that at times we are very tired.

Providing care for a loved one with
a disability can be incredibly hard
work and it often involves a lot of
physical and emotional demands on
your time. We need to recognize that

those providing the care need help
too.

To do that we must take another
look at the types and availability of
respite services for caregivers in New
Jersey. For instance respite, which
provides overnight breaks for par-
ents, the chance to spend time with a
spouse or partner or other children in
the family rejuvenates caregivers and
it’s what carries them forward. I hope
this November we can begin a dia-
logue about how to expand and im-
prove services to support family
caregivers.

Diane Mirabelli
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Diane Mirabelli is
the mother of two children with Au-
tism. She is a volunteer with The Are
of New Jersey and The Arc of Union
County.

Appointment Changes Likely
In Scotch Plains and Garwood

On Thanksgiving, Be Grateful
For Blessings That We Have

Now that elections have occurred, the backroom
politics will begin in some local towns. With Demo-
crat Mayor-elect Charles Lombardo replacing Re-
publican Pat Quattrocchi in Garwood and with
Democrats taking a 4-to-1 majority on the Scotch
Plains governing body come January, we expect to
see a number of Republican-appointed profession-
als replaced by members of the Democratic Party.

Just two years ago, Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin
Glover and Democrats cleaned house, replacing the
town attorney, prosecutor, public defender, engineer,
insurance risk management consultant and auditor, as
well as the labor relations and tax appeals attorneys.
Last year, with Republicans back in the majority, they
brought back Jeff Lehrer from the law firm of former
GOP Governor and state Senator Donald DiFrancesco
as township attorney; Hatch Mott MacDonald as
township engineer; Pinnacle Risk Solutions as risk
management consultant, and Suplee Clooney & Co.
as auditor. With Democrats in the driver’s seat for the
next two years, will these firms be replaced again?

In Garwood, Municipal Judge Antonio Inacio —
who also serves as judge in Clark and Scotch Plains
— could be replaced unless Mayor Quattrocchi acts
before her term expires to reappoint the judge for
another three years. Judge Inacio, who was ap-

pointed in 2011, was accused by the Advisory Com-
mittee on Judicial Conduct of improperly interven-
ing in an underage-drinking case on behalf of Coun-
cilman Lou Petruzzelli’s daughter in 2013.

It is likely that Garwood’s municipal prosecutor,
Robert Donovan, will be replaced but that the public
defender, Scott Marinelli, who was retained from
the administration of Democratic Mayor Dennis
McCarthy, will be kept, in our opinion. Borough
Attorney Steven Rogut also appears safe as he was
brought in by Democrats when they took a 4-to-2
majority on the borough council in 2013. Mr. Rogut
was attorney in the McCarthy administration before
being replaced by Mayor Quattrocchi. Judge Inacio’s
term also is up in Scotch Plains.

It is unlikely that there will be any changes in
Cranford as the GOP maintained its 4-to-1 advantage
on the township committee, or in Westfield, which did
not have an election this year and where Republicans
hold the mayor’s office and all eight town council seats.

Besides paid professional appointments, there also
are likely to be changes in Garwood’s and Scotch
Plains’ volunteer boards such as the planning and
zoning boards.

Appointments are done at municipal reorganiza-
tion meetings in January, so stay tuned.

This Thursday, November 27, is Thanksgiving
Day. While the holiday commemorates the Pilgrims
and Wampanoag Indians sharing a feast in Ply-
mouth, Mass. in 1621, in gratitude for a successful
harvest, it also reminds us to appreciate what we
have today.

For people who struggle daily to feed their family
and keep a roof over their head, who are coping
with illness or tragedy, or who live with crime and
poverty daily, experiencing a sense of gratitude
may pose a genuine challenge. Additionally, there
are those who have trouble summoning gratitude
because the dreams or ambitions they once envi-
sioned for themselves failed to materialize. World
circumstances, broadcast and streamed 24/7, also
can leave people feeling more vulnerable or dis-
heartened than thankful.

Nevertheless, we can still find reasons to give
thanks. All of us can focus on what we have, rather
than what we do not; on our blessings, instead of our
misfortunes, and on the quality of our lives rather
than the quantity of our material assets.

We can give thanks for our family, friends and
other special people in our lives; there are those who
are orphaned, estranged or otherwise alone in the
world. We can give thanks for good health; for many,
all their wealth cannot buy it. We can give thanks for
our homes; there are those whose only shelter is a
cardboard box. We can give thanks for the ability to
work, if we have it; there are so many today who
remain unemployed or underemployed.

We can give thanks for being citizens of this

nation, for the opportunities afforded us no matter
who we are, the freedom to worship and to choose
our leaders, and other privileges we enjoy as a free
society. Such opportunities and privileges are un-
imaginable to millions around the world subsisting
without even basic necessities or living under totali-
tarian regimes.

For those who find it difficult to feel gratitude
during dangerous and uncertain times, we remind
them that every generation since the dawn of civili-
zation has lived through such times, and have sur-
vived and prospered.

This Thanksgiving, let us express and share our
gratitude for our “riches” — not just those preceded
by a dollar sign, but those that enrich our lives and
those of our loved ones — and perhaps “pay it
forward” by helping or just being a friend to some-
one else in need. We are grateful to be part of this
community, and wish everyone a happy Thanksgiv-
ing and a safe, healthy and joyous start to the holiday
season.

Holiday
Schedules

Thanksgiving, Christmas
and New Year's Day are all
Thursday this year. The
Leader/Times will operate
close to normal these weeks,
closing Wednesdays at noon.
The newspapers will be delivered by the post offices on
Friday. Please assist us by being timely with your sub-
mittals during these periods.

A Great Thanks from
The Community Center

The Westfield Community Center
held its first annual “Taste of
Westfield” fund raising event on Oc-
tober 26 at Temple Emanu-el. It was
a great success and we would like to
thank the following restaurants and
merchants who made it such a special
event for us and for all those who
attended: Gennnaro’s Pizza, 16 Pros-
pect, Cosimo’s, Tutti Baci, Jersey
Mike’s, Bovella’s, Helen Murphy of
Helen’s Cakes, Bean Pie Café,
Kulinary Kings, Connie’s Kitchen,
Hershey’s, Sweetwater’s, Eileen
Fisher, NC Jewelers, Chipotle,
Charlie Brown’s, Theresa’s, Mojave
Grille, and all those who made dona-
tions. Also,  entertainers, Karate N
Motion and GraceFull tunes, who
provided superlative entertainment.

A big thank you to Temple Emanu-
el for allowing us to use their facili-
ties and to Mike Kenny and his crew
at Temple Emanu-el for all their as-
sistance.

Westfield Community Center
Donnell Carr, President

We Are Better When We Care For,
Respect And Help Each Other

While preparing this Thanksgiving
Day message, I was reminded that it
was on October 3, 1863, with the na-
tion embroiled in a bloody Civil War,
that President Abraham Lincoln is-
sued a proclamation setting aside the
last Thursday in November as a na-
tional day of thanks. In his Presiden-
tial Proclamation he enumerated the
blessings of the American people and
called upon his countrymen to set apart
and observe the last Thursday of No-
vember as a day of Thanksgiving and
Praise.

His proclamation began as follows:
“The year that is drawing towards its
close, has been filled with the bless-
ings of fruitful fields and healthful
skies. To these bounties, which are so
constantly enjoyed that we are prone
to forget the source from which they
come, others have been added, which
are of so extraordinary a nature, that
they cannot fail to penetrate and soften
even the heart which is habitually in-
sensible to the ever watchful provi-
dence of Almighty God.”

With Thanksgiving Day just days
away, I’m certain many if not all of us
are deep in preparation to celebrate
this truly authentic American holiday.
As is now tradition, on this day, family
and friends will gather throughout the
nation to reflect and express our grati-

tude for our personal and collective
blessings.

On this day when we give thanks,
I’ve always been mindful and proud of
that which makes our township so
wonderful, as seen in the outpouring
of giving by so many of our citizens to
those in need. I’ve said frequently that
Scotch Plains is a great place to call
home, richer for its ethnic diversity
and family values. A community that
shares a common belief, that we are
better when we care for, respect and
help each other.

So once again, despite everything
that goes on in our lives, let us reflect
and give thanks as President Lincoln
decreed. Let us kindle our national
spirit and give thanks to God for the
blessings of family, friends, commu-
nity and country. And as always, let us
remember those in service to our na-
tion, our men and women of the armed
forces, serving at home and in distant
lands protecting our freedoms. Let us
pray for their safety and that they may
be reunited with their families soon.

With heartfelt joy, from my family
to yours, I wish you a Happy Thanks-
giving. May God bless you all, and
may God always bless the United
States of America.

Kevin Glover, Mayor
Scotch Plains

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cystalgia – Pain in the bladder
2. Rondache – A small circular shield

carried by medieval foot soldiers
3. Cynegetics – Hunting with dogs
4. Angekok – An Eskimo medicine

man

THANATOPSIS
1. To transform completely, especially

in the grotesque manner
2. The removing of venom from poi-

sonous snakes
3. The division of the estate of a de-

ceased thane, soldier or servant of a king
4. A view of or meditation on death

RIDGEL
1. Harsh in taste, acrid
2. A small ridge
3. The half castrated male of any beast
4. Stern

PEENGE
1. A play on words; a pun
2. A sharp, nagging ache
3. The striking part of a hammer
4. To complain in Scottish

INTRATELLURIC
1. Located or occurring deep inside the

earth
2. Existing or occurring outside the

normal knowledge of man
3. The medium or moderator in a seance
4. Occurring within the material world

More letters; pages 5, 9, 18

JETS AND GIANTS
ARE KAPUT


