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Congratulations to the October Sales Associates of the Month!
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For Listings
Patricia 
Plante

For Sales
Beth

Sullivan

Garwood Council Reviews Regs
For New Sports Complex

Board Permits Woman to
Rebuild Two-Fam. Home

BOA OKs Appeals; Upholds
Permit on Boynton Court

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council held a special meeting
last Thursday to address issues sur-
rounding the borough’s new athletic
field complex, which will officially be
opened on Sunday, December 14, with
a ribbon-cutting ceremony. The long-
delayed, $3.2-million complex, located
on the south side of the borough, is
bordered by Rankin and Myrtle Av-
enues and New Street.

Floodlights for the new athletic field
complex will be shut off at 10 p.m.
under a proposal to revise the regula-
tions governing the borough’s parks
and recreation facilities.

The proposed revisions were
prompted by the creation of the facility,
which will include a youth baseball
field, multi-purpose artificial turf field,
basketball court and field house. The

floodlights issue was of particular con-
cern to Myrtle Avenue resident Jeff
Breen, whose home borders the com-
plex. He said that he goes to bed at 9:30
p.m.

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli noted
that PSE&G installed 400-watt and
250-watt security lights without notifi-
cation on November 7, and that he
would request that they be shielded and
aimed more directly to minimize their
impact on surrounding residents.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt and Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco asked whether
the light shutoff could be moved to
9:30 p.m., or the days restricted to
when the lights could remain on until
10 p.m. Both ideas were rejected.

Mr. Petruzzelli said that requiring a
9:30 p.m. cutoff would cause schedul-
ing issues for activities such as base-
ball. Games usually are scheduled for
5:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., and normal
game time is two hours. The remainder
of the time is used for cleanup.

The regulation changes were the re-
sult of a special committee established
by the mayor 18 months ago. It in-
cluded Council President Ann
Tarantino, Mr. Petruzzelli, Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma and
several residents, who examined the
practices of several nearby towns with

similar facilities.
Most of the 90-minute meeting, 30

minutes of which were occupied by
questions by Mr. Nierstedt, was spent
defining terms such as “mini bike” and
clarifying language, such as references
to “business” days and “calendar” days.

Other questions revolved around
matters like a provision that prohibits
the harming of wildlife except poison-
ous snakes, which the regulations per-
mit killing on sight.

Mr. Nierstedt questioned Ms.
Ariemma, who prepared the final draft
document which was reviewed by Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud, about a
section that could require a contract in
order use the complex.

The provision reserved the right for
such a contract, but it did not specify
what would trigger the requirement.
Ms. Ariemma explained that one-time
uses, such as using the field house for a
party, probably would not require a
contract, but a repeated, regular use of
the baseball or soccer field would.

However, she said, depending upon
the specifics of the use — such as a
fireworks display (which is banned
under the regulations) — a contract
probably would be needed.

The regulations set fees for the park,
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The planning board
has granted permission to a woman to
rebuild her two-family rental home at
304 Center Street, ending a nearly two-
year campaign that included a dispute
with the borough’s zoning official and
one of her neighbors.

After a nearly 90-minute hearing,
which included shouts by one member
to another, the board decided 7-to-2 to
grant Sandra Sep a certificate of non-
conformity. The action will allow her
to rebuild the home as a two-family
structure despite it being in a single-
family zone.

“Feels good,” Ms. Sep said after the
November 12 meeting. “Honestly, I’m
very happy.”

At issue was the house on the west
side of Center Street between Myrtle
and Spruce Avenues. Ms. Sep inherited
the home from Robert Campbell, a
non-family member, but it was de-
stroyed by fire in November 2012.

Ms. Sep believed that because the
home existed as a two-family structure
at least as far back as the 1950s and was
taxed by the borough as such, she was
entitled to rebuild it as such.

However, her application to rebuild
was denied by Zoning Code Official
Victor Vinegra, whose interpretation of
the land use ordinance determined that
because Ms. Sep never had a certificate
of non-conformity the home did not
meet the requirement of being a “le-
gally existing” structure at the time of
its destruction.

Ms. Sep appeared before the board
several times, including at its Septem-
ber 24 meeting, where she eventually
withdrew her application for an inter-
pretation of the ordinance with the
intention of resubmitting to seek a cer-
tificate of non-conformity.

Returning last week, Ms. Sep re-
ferred to documents submitted previ-
ously that showed the home was taxed
and fire inspected as a two-family as far
back as at least 1974. She presented
two long-time residents of Garwood –
one of whom was a relative of the
former owner – who testified the home
was used as a two-family as far back as
1955.

However, under questioning from
Board Attorney Donald Fraser, Ms.
Sep said she thought the area in which
the home existed was always zoned as
single-family.

While board members were noting a
document showing the home was built
in 1904, the conversation seemed to

By BOBBY O’ROURKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment (BOA) meeting held last
Wednesday evening was a scene that
began with some comedy and later
entered into heated debate.

A bit of levity was played out dur-
ing the beginning of the meeting when
several applicants were asked to
present their applications, but each
explained that their attorneys or ar-
chitects were running late. When the
board moved to the case in which an
architect was present but not the ap-
plicant, good-natured laughter and
applause came from both board mem-
bers and citizens.

“Does anyone have a deck of
cards?” Board Chairman Chris
Masciale joked before calling a short
recess. After reconvening, the board
entertained the application of Jeff
Roush, who wanted to add a first- and
second-story addition to his home at
404 Saint Marks Avenue, which would
include a porch. His application was
approved on condition that the porch

would be constructed as an “open”
porch. After Mr. Roush, the board
entertained the application of Sue and
Jose Tan for 526 Saint Marks Avenue.
The Tans wished to build a one-story
addition onto their residence. Al-
though some questions were raised
by board members about the impact
an addition would have on the Tans’
shared driveway, the application was
approved.

Roberto Olivares of 407 Grove
Street applied for permission to bring
his home up to three stories instead of
the ordinance-allowed two-and-a-half
stories. Mr. Olivares petitioned for
permission to raise the roof on his
walkup attic, and also for permission
to have two bedrooms and a bath-
room added to the attic floor. The
roof had sustained damage during
Hurricane Sandy, and Mr. Olivares
saw its repair as an opportunity to
turn the attic into a livable area. His
application was approved by the
board.

The most contentious application
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Temple Emanu-El Approved to Use
Adjacent House As Meeting Space

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Temple Emanu-
El, located at 748 East Broad Street,
was approved, 7 to 0, with conditions,
by the board of adjustment (BOA) Tues-
day to use an adjacent house as a small-
scale meeting place for a maximum of
30 people. The variances sought were
all pre-existing conditions and the only
change to the exterior structure was to
extend the rear porch to make a handi-
capped ramp. The temple also sought a
waiver for a new sign.

The house would be named The

Lavy Community House to honor Dr.
Norman W. Lavy, Senior Rabbi Dou-
glas Sagal said. Marion Lavy, Dr. Lavy’s
wife, donated the home to the temple.

“I’m delighted it came into fruition,”
Mrs. Lavy told The Westfield Leader.
“It is going to be wonderful. A lot of
people will be pleased.”

The house is 2,084 square feet and
would require an additional 24 parking
spaces, according to the ordinance. In
2005, the temple had been approved to
expand its lot to 121 parking spaces,
which later changed to 116 when the
plan was implemented, attorney

Stephen Barcan said. What was pro-
posed Tuesday was a total of 118 spaces,
he said.

In 2003, the temple first went before
the BOA to add a parking lot, which
had neighboring residents up-in-arms.
Residents opposed to the lot argued
that the lot would take away from the
feel of a residential neighborhood.

The driveway would not change, Mr.
Staigar said, “maintaining that residen-
tial character rather than a commercial
character.” A commercial driveway
would require it to be widened, striped
and have curbing and be thicker.

There were concerns by the board
that the driveway as it exists makes it
difficult to turn around and exit. As a
condition, the board said a sign would
be erected to denote the driveway is to
be used by staff only.

Architect of Forefront Designs,
David Bailey, said the ramp located in
the rear of the building would be graded
and lead to a covered patio. Inside the
home, a powder room would be made
handicapped accessible. Upstairs, two
bedrooms would be made into one big
room. The exterior would maintain a
residential character and have the same
finishes as the existing building, Mr.
Bailey said.

“We are not planning on gutting the
building,” he stated.

The house would be used for prayer
meetings, youth meetings and coun-
seling services, Rabbi Sagal said.

“We are looking at a program of
something modest,” Rabbi Sagal said.

The youth group typically meets on
Sundays, Rabbi Sagal said.

In addition to holding group meet-
ings, “We’d like to invite one or two
families from the temple to have Sab-
bath dinner each week,” Rabbi Sagal
said.

The house also would provide a per-
manent space on Saturdays for a group
of about 10 to 15 people who have had
no designated meeting space.

Rabbi Sagal said he has considered
installing outdoor seating for a nature
class for the nursery school in the back-
yard area.

“I’m hoping what this might do for
us is give more breathing room for
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
APPROVED...Marion Lavy, seated in the fourth row in pink, donated the home
to Temple Emanu-El that was approved Tuesday by the Board of Adjustment
(BOA) to be used as an accessory structure to the Temple. The house will be
named The Lavy Community House to commemorate her late husband, Dr.
Norman W. Lavy.  Senior Rabbi Douglas Sagal, far right, of Temple Emanu-El,
was given unanimous approval, with conditions, by the BOA Tuesday to use the
house as a small-scale meeting place for a maximum of 30 people.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ADOPT ME…The Greyhound Friends of New Jersey Craft Show and Pet Expo adoption event was held Saturday at the
Westfield Armory.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
A POTTER’S PARADISE…Westfielder Eugene "Gene" Prial showed his pot-
tery and sculpture at the Potters’ Guild of New Jersey’s annual fall pottery
festival and sale of functional and sculptural ceramics at the Community
Presbyterian Church in Mountainside on Saturday. Mr. Prial is also a Westfield
Leader subscriber and moved to Westfield in 1971. Forty-two potters sold their
work at the sale held Saturday and Sunday.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MAINTENANCE ISSUES…Robert Fico, the new part-time code enforcement
property maintenance officer, discusses a property maintenance issue with the
Cranford Township Committee at the committee’s November 10th meeting.

Happy Thanksgiving!
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